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man |
killed in

wreck

PIKEVILLE — A West

Virginia man was killed |

:early Sunday when his
vehicle ran off a highway
and overturned, police
said.

Steven J. Thomas,

® 32 of Kermit, W.Va., lost
control of his vehicle as
it was southbound on
Kentucky 199 in Pike _
County, according to
Kentucky State Police. ‘
The vehicle struck a
fence and overturned,
police said.

Thomas was pro-
nounced dead at the
scane

g The crash occurred at

® 3.45am. EST The
crash remains under
investigation, police,
said.
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Saturday's winds helped sweep flames throughout the roof and top floor of a fire at a four-unit apartment
buiiding In Prestonsburg. The blaze left two families homeless.

In the midst of
find reasons to

by LORETTA BLACKBURN
StaFr WRITER

PRESTONSBURG — While it
may be a sad Christmas for the ten-
ants of an apartment building
destroyed by fire Saturday in
Prestonsburg, the “double tragedy™
did not produce any physical
injuries and a community respond-
ed with the spirit of giving.

The building, located at 145

North Front Avenue in front of the
Floyd County Health Department,

contained four apartments, three of

which were rented - The fire erupted
sometime after 9:30 a.m. after Brian
Chaffins, a tenant from the upstairs
apartment, had already left for
work.,

Chaffins said that he returned
home after receiving a call that his
apartment was on fire to find his
mother. Rhonda Castle, in nothing

tragedy, victims
be thankful

but a robe, and his stepfather, Paul
Castle, in a pair of pants and a pair
of shoes.

*A man off the street gave him's
shirt,” said Chaffins.

“We don’t even know who he
was and didn’t have a chance to
thank him,” said Rhonda Castle.

Rhonda Castle's mother, Betty
Sizemore, said that the rescue squad

(See THANKFUL, page three)

Fire destroys
Prestonsburg
apartments

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarE WRITER

PRESTONSBURG — A

two-story Front Avenue apart-

ment building caught fire this
past weekend and has left
some families homeless for
the holidays as a result.

City firefighters and police
responided to the fire around
10:30 a.m. Saturday morning
and had the fire under control
just after noon, two hours
later, Omerod said.

“We had about five police
officers out there and about
10 firefighters who we feel all

According 10 Eeesrsesaanamsssm done a  good
Prestonsburg o job,” Omerod
Director of “My ultimate said. “The wind
Public Safety concern when was a problem
Mike Omerod, | heard about it for vs. though.
no one Wwas It was pretty
injured in the was to sure windy Saturday
firre but the thatthe people moming and
structure itself is - got out okay’ there were two
most likely structures  on

beyond repair.
Omerod said
Monday that his
department  is
looking into the

because you
can replace
structures and
things, but you
can’t replace

either side of
the house.™
Omerod saxd
the two homes
to the left and

possibility that L right of the
the fire could Peop|e- burning apart-
have been elec- ment building
trical in nature, — Owner Judy Skaggs  quickly became

“We're look-

a concern due to

ing at the possibility that the
fire was electrical,” said
Omerod, “but we won’t know

-anything for sure until Larry

(Adams) has a chance to look
at it when he gets back.”

Prestonsburg Fire Chief
Larry Adams was on holiday
leave for the week, Omerod
said, and had not initiated a
full investigation as of
Monday.

their close proximity, but
efforts to keep the flames a
good distance from the sur-
rounding homes were suc-
cessful.

“There was no damage,
other than a little smoke smell
inside the homes," said
Omerod,

The converted apartment

(See FIRE, page three)

‘Santa’ Hunter

gives presents
to 400 kids

by LORETTA BLACKBURN
StaFF WRITER

PRESTONSBURG — "It's the
way it makes you feel,” said Den
Hunter in reference to his county-
wide, week-long, gift-giving spree
that landed him in Prestonsburg on
Friday.

Hunter, a member of the legal
services board, was giving out gifts
to Genevieve Williams, coordinator
at LINKS, and Larry H. York, direc-
tor of Appalred, who were collect-
ing them for the children of volun-
teers at LINKS,

Hunter said that over 100 gifts,

(See *SANTA," page three)

phota by Loretta Blackbum

Den Hunter, left, was handing out gifts to Genevieve Williams, on
Friday, who was collecting them for the children of volunteers at
LINKS. In the background, Hunter's helpers, Patricia and Shawn

Collins, bag the gifts for delivery.

Native’s ornament adorns White House tree

by LORETTA BLACKBURN
StarF WRITER

WASHINGTON, D.C. — To
accommodate first lady Laura
Bush’s Christmas tree theme “All
Creatures Great and Small”, a

Prestonsburg High School graduate,
Marshia Hall, was “honored” o cre-
ate a ceramic quail for the White

House tree.

Now a resident of Tuolumne,
Calif.,, Hall is a Summerville
Elementary School art teacher and
one of 157 artists working under the
California Arts Commission. Gov.
Gray Davis was asked by the White
House staff to choose 10 1o 12 of the
artists to design an ornament for the
White House Christmas tree.

As reported in the Union
Demogerat,of Tuolumne, Calif., Hall
was chosen to create a quail for the
tree that she said would be adorned
in birds indigenous to the United
States.

Although honored to make a
contribution to the capitol build-

(See ORNAMENT, page three)

'Hall chooses

by LORETTA BLACKBURN
StarF WRITER

trial over plea

guilty plea.

PRESTONSBURG — Although Judge Danny P. Caudill
informed him that his age and health condition would make
him eligible for parole in one year, Oley Hall, 60, of Beaver,
said Friday that he would rather go to trial than enter a

Hall appeared in Floyd Circuit Court on Friday for a pre-
trial conference, at which time the judge asked him if he
understood that he would get a substantially longer sentence

(See HALL, page three)

photo by Loretta Blackburn

A bailiff wheeled Oley Hall, 60, of Beaver, into Floyd

| Circuit Court for a pretrial conference on Friday, a
| which time he opted to go to trial instead of entering a

| guilty plea.
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Odds and Ends

W ELLSWORTH, Kan. — |
Some of Santa's helpers wear |
prison stripes.

Inmates at the Ellsworth
Correctional Facility in Kansas
are helping to make the holidays
a little brighter for needy kids.
The inmates are making old
bikes as good as new for young-
sters whose families can’t afford
to buy them.

Prison officials say by
Christmas Eve, the inmates will
have rebuilt about 275 bikes.
Since 1999, more than 500 used
bicycles have been given
makeovers. The bikes are donat-
ed to service and nonprofit
groups for distribution to the
kids,

And at the Osbomn
Correctional  Institution in
Somers, Conn., about a dozen
inmates use scraps of fabric
from the prison’s clothing shop
to make rag dolls for needy chil-
dren.

They are learning to sew fora
program that makes mattresses
and other items for private
industry like prisons, hotels and
hospitals. With the leftover
material, they make the dolls.

“We have no use for the
scraps,” said Michael A. Kiczuk,
industries supervisor,

B CHARLOTTE,N.C. — A
downtown businessman has
decided to share some of his
good fortune with others a dollar
at a time.

Mike Jeffcoat, 42, a corpo-
rate  furnishings consultant,
taped 300 $1 dollar bills to his
office window Friday along with
a note; “Please take only what
you need. Remember others.”

Many in the crowd took noth-
ing, while some took a few
bucks for a cup of coffee,
Christmas presents or a bus tick-
et, It was all gone in 35 minutes.

Jeffcoat said he believed

wallpapering the window would
allow people to grab what they
needed without much hassle.

As he hung money, Jeffcoat
said one stranger gave him $20.
The man didn’t have singles and
wanted to help. Others gave a
few bucks.

Sharmel Shirley, 23, and
Sadaka Kimble, 24, split the
final $41. Shirley needed to pay
a power bill. Kimble's daughter
needed diapers. Both women
said they've been out of work
for four months.

“Money just flapping in the
wind,” Shirley said. “It was like,
*Wow!™
« B LEXINGTON — At age
103, Ayers Alley is still spread-
ing holiday cheer.

The centenarian was among
Kiwanis Club members who
spent part of Saturday ringing
the bell at the Salvation Army
kettle at a local grocery store.

“We say he’s the world’s old-
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TOMMIE LAYNE Prestonshurg  (606) 886-2321
RONNIE BALDRIDGE  Prestonsburg  (606) 886-2321
LINDA ROSE Prestonsburg  (606) 886-2321
VENNESSA ROBINSON Betsy Layne  (606) 478-9566
JUDY BAILEY Martin (606) 285-3266
TOM GRIFFIN Pikeville (606) 437-1619
ED“?E SHARON PURNELL Morehead (606) 780-0972
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accurate as of December 9, 2002, Offér good through February 28, 2003

CONTACT ONE OF OUR LOAN OFFICERS TODAY
TO DISCUSS RE-FINANCING YOUR HOME!
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est bell ringer, but we can’t
prove it,” said David Bowles of
the Salvation Army.

Alley was born in Pound, Va.,
on Sept. 26, 1899, and worked
most of his life as an accountant
in Kentucky, for Consolidation
Coal and Greyhound Bus Lines.
He’s outlived his three sisters, a
brother and his son. His living
family includes his wife, Esther,
82, and daughter, Judy, 53.

“She’s my dance partner,” he
said of his daughter, wha lives in
Atlanta. “We dance like Fred
Astaire and Ginger Rogers.”

Alley's father lived to 102,
his mother to 103, and his great-
grandfather made it to 120, he
said.

“My parents didn’t take a vit-
amin in their lives,” he said. “I
take a whole lot of them. Maybe
I'll make it to 120, too.”

M ENFIELD, Conn. —
When books go missing at the
Enfield Public Library, Henry
Dutcher doesn’t just send out
late notices. He calls the police.

The library director did just
that in the case of Thomas Hoey,
who checked out more than
$400 worth of library items last
summer and didn’t bring them
back, even after the library
repeatedly wrote letters and
called.

Hoey has since skipped town.
But there's a warrant for his
arrestand if police ever catch up
to the 60-year-old library patron,
he will be charged with misde-
meanor larceny. He is the first,
and so far, only citizen to be
charged in Enfield for failing to
bring back his overdues.

For about a year now, the
Enfield Public Library has
called on the police to solve its
cold cases: books, CDs and
movies missing for months,
even years.

The approach has worked,
Since January, the library has
recovered hundreds of missing
items, worth more than $7,000.
It’s material that would have
otherwise disappeared forever,
Dutcher said.

“You don’t let Winona Ryder
steal thousands of dollars out of
a department store,” he said,
“I'm not going to let anyone
steal hundreds of dollars out of
the town library.”

W OSHKOSH, Wis. — A
campus renovation project has
some smokers fuming.

The smoking lonnge in the
Reeve Memorial Union at the
University of  Wisconsin-
Oshkosh will be replaced by a
massage therapy studio.

Jason Pinnow, who heads the
advisory council for the Reeve

Union Board, said the plan was-
n't too popular at first.

“Right away it kind of got
some heat,” he said. “But after
people started thinking about it
more and realizing this could be
of benefit and a possible rev-
enue-maker for the union, it set-
tled down a bit.”

The change capitalizes on the
move to a more mall-like Reeve
Memorial Union. The multimil-
lion-dollar renovation that
opened up last school year fea-
tured such amenities as a stadi-
um-seat lecture and movie the-
ater, a revamped bookstore, a

coffee shop, a student credit
union and a kiosk for renting
camping and adventure gear.

Pinnow said the departure of
the smoking lounge leaves some
unresolved issues regarding the
union’s smoking policy. As it
now stands, smoking is allowed
in the building, but that policy
will be debated in January.

B O'FALLON, Mo. — A
father who chaperoned a fourth-
grade field trip while dressed as
a woman has told the school dis-

(See ODDS, page six)

Today In History

The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 25
— Christmas Day — the 359th
day of 2002. There are six days
left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Dec. 25, 1818, “Silent
Night” was performed for the
first time, at the Church of St.
Nikolaus in Oberndorff, Austria.

On this date:

B In 1223, St. Francis of
Assisi assembled one of the first
Nativity scenes, in Greccio,
Italy.

W In 1776, Gen. George
Washington and his troops
crossed the Delaware River for a
surprise attack against Hessian
forces at Trenton, N.J.

M In 1926, Hirohito became
emperor of Japan, succeeding
his father, Emperor Yoshihito,
(Hirohito was formally
enthroned almost two years
later.)

B In 1931, New York's
Metropolitan Opera broadcast
an entire opera over radio for the
first time: “Hansel and Gretel”
by Engelbert Humperdinck.

In 1941, during World War II,

Japan announced the surrender

of the British-Canadian garrison
at Hong Kong.

M In 1946, comedian W.C.
Fields died in Pasadena, Calif.,

at age 66.
M In 1977, comedian Sir
Charles Chaplin died in

Switzerland at age 88.

M In 1989, ousted Romanian
President Nicolae Ceausescu
and his wife, Elena, were exe-
cuted following a popular upris-
ing.
B In 1991, Soviet President
Mikhail S. Gorbachev went on
television to announce his resig-
nation as the eighth and final
leader of a communist super-

power that had already gone out
of existence.

B In 1995, singer Dean
Martin died at his Beverly Hills
home at age 78.

Ten years ago:

US. Marines delivered
wheat to a refugee camp in
Bardera, Somalia, setting off a
small riot among the Somalis;
American and French troops
also took control of Hoddur.

Five years ago:

Richard Bliss, a field techni-
cian for Qualcomm Inc. accused
of spying in Russia, arrived in
San Diego after Russian author-
ities were persuaded to let him
return home. Comedian Jerry
Seinfeld announced plans to
fold his highly successful NBC
sitcom “Seinfeld” at the end of
the season.

One year ago:

From Mazar-e-Sharif to
Kandahar in Afghanistan and
the USS Theodore Roosevelt in
the Arabian Sea, American
forces celebrated Christmas
with carols, touch football and
turkey dinners. In his traditional
“Urbi gt Orbi” message, Pope
John Paul IT turned his thoughts
at Christmas to children —
Palestinian, Israeli, American,
Afghan and African — declar-
ing that humanity’s hope
depends on helping them.

Today’s Birthdays:
Singer Tony Martin is 89.
Actor Dick Miller is 74. Actress
Hanna Schygulla is 59. Rhythm-
and-blues singer John Edwards
(The Spinners) is 58. Actor Gary
Sandy is 57. Singer Jimmy
Buffett is 56. Football Hall-of-
Famer Larry Csonka is 56.

(See HISTORY, page six)

State may make safety requirments
recommendations for well users

by ROGER ALFORD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PIKEVILLE =
Environmental regulators may
recommend safety precautions
for rural residents who could be
at risk from potentially explo-
sive water wells.

The action is being consid-
ered in the wake of a jury ver-
dict that awarded $270 million
to an eastern Kentucky man
who was badly burned when his
well house exploded.

“What we're looking at is
putting out some guidelines,”
said Mark York, spokesman for

the Kentucky Cabinet for
Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection.

“We'd be looking at just making
some recommendations to peo-
ple who have well houses, that
they should consider adding
ventilation to prevent the accu-
mulation of gases.”

For years, local and state
officials have pushed for munic-
ipal water lines in eastern
Kentucky because of concerns
that pollutants, both bacterial
and chemical, in ground water
could make people sick with
long-term exposure. This is the
first hint that wells might pose a
more immediate risk by filling
structures with explosive gas.

“Apparently, this happens
from time to time,” York said.
“How often this happens, I
don’t think we’ve kept track of
that.”

Fairon Johnson of Dema

claimed in his lawsuit that
explosive gas had traveled
through an underground water
aquifer and seeped into his well
from a nearby natural gas well.
When he flipped a switch to
turn his pump on, the gas
exploded.

Pikeville attorney Gary C.
Johnson, who represented the
Knott County man, said people
are at risk of similar injuries
throughout central Appalachia,
including rural portions of West
Virginia and southwestern
Virginia.

Fairon Johnson received sec-
ond-degree bums in the explo-
sion. He spent eight days in a
hospital burn unit, and has since
recovered. The jury ordered
Equitable = Resources and
Kentucky West Virginia Gas to
pay him the huge award, the
largest jury verdict ever award-
ed in Kentucky. The gas compa-
nies are appealing the verdict.

The gas companies contend
that the explosion in the water
well house on June 5, 2000, was
caused by naturally occurring
gas in the small building and
was not related to the nearby
gas well. Patrick Kane,
spokesman for the company,
said Tuesday that Equitable
would not comment further.

The case focused attention
on an environmental problem
that needs to be addressed by
the state regulators and the nat-
ural gas industry in Appalachia,
Gary Johnson said.

Gary Johnson, no relation to
the plaintiff, said the company
had removed the steel casing
from natural gas wells, allowing
waste gas, brine and salt water
to seep into the fresh water
aquifers, The attorney said the
practice has been widespread
across the region, which he said
means other residents could be
injured in the same way Fairon
Johnson was.

Gary Johnson said the state
should go much further than
issuing an advisory.

“It’s the old head in the sand
deal,” he said. “You ignore the
problem and tell landowners to
take protective action. The
absurdity of it.”

The attorney said legislation
is needed to require that all
abandoned natural gas wells be
sealed off to prevent the seep-
age and the potential for addi-
tional explosions.

“The jury rendered a verdict
that should have gotten some-
body's attention,” Gary Johnson
said. “Instead of listening to this
community and paying attention
to the people in this community,
and find out why decent human
beings would render this type of
verdict, our state government
has chosen to ignore it.”
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Multi-million dollar gift could be found under the tree

by MARGERY BECK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

OMAHA, Neb. — Nestled this
year among the wrapped boxes of
sweaters, neckties and toys typi-
cally found under the Christmas
tree could be an unexpected gift: a
lottery ticket worth nearly $300
million.

A drawing for the multi-state
Powerball lottery will take place
Christmas night. Since no one
picked the winning numbers
Saturday, the prize goes to an esti-
mated  $280 million —
Powerball’s third-largest jackpot
and its largest Christmas Day jack-
pot since its start in 1992.

Figuring deductions for a
lump-sum cash option and taxes, a
single winner of the Christmas

Guest

W Continued from p4

our own experiences and events
overseas, it is that the only effect
guns have on crime is to make
people worse off when they
aren’t around. Gun control may
provide catchy sound bites at
election time, but it misses the
target by a long shot.

Scott McPherson is policy advi-
sor at The Future of Freedom
Foundation in Fairfax, Virginia.

Day jackpot would receive about
$92 million.

That kind of money could buy
920,000 Charter Club cashmere
hooded sweaters at Macy's,
681,481 Brioni silk ties at Neiman
Marcus or 4.6 million Rapunzel
Barbie dolls at Toys “R™ Us.

The jackpot amounts are driven
by ticket sales, so it’s impossible to
predict exactly how much the
Jjackpot will be by Christmas Day,
said Nebraska Lottery spokesman
Brian Rockey. But from
Wednesday to Saturday, the jack-
pot grew by $54.5 million to
$217.8 million — nearly $3 mil-
lion more than anticipated.

“It would certainly make for a
jolly Christmas,” Rockey said.

In Nebraska, sales could be
boosted by a Christmas advertis-
ing campaign that promises a
complimentary holiday card and
envelope to put under the tree for
those who buy $10 or more in
Nebraska lottery tickets. The ads
market lottery tickets as *‘great
gifts for the holidays.”

“Usually during the holidays,
we see sort of a drop off in sales
because people are off their nor-
mal routines,” Rockey said.

But the ads coupled with the
idea of a multimillion-dollar gift
under the tree could boost sales
this year, he said.

Typically, scratch tickets are
the gift-giver's lottery ticket of

Hall

if he went to trial and was convict-
ed. From his wheelchair, Hall said
that he did understand, however he
appeared confident in his choice to
go to trial.

A Floyd County grand jury
handed down an indictment in
September in which Hall was
charged with a trafficking charge
that was enhanced to a class B
felony due to being in possession
of a firearm while selling
Demerol.

Hall was previously indicted on
four counts of trafficking, two of
them class D felonies and two of

B Continued from p1

them class C, and a trial was set for
October. Commonwealth’s
Attorney Brent Tumer previously
stated that the superceding indict-
ment enhanced one of the class C
felonies to a class B because the
police said that Hall sold the
Demerol while in possession of a
firearm,

Hall faces 10 to 20 years for
two counts of trafficking in
Lortab, class D felonies, one count
of trafficking in Demerol, a class
C, and one count of trafficking in
Demerol while in the possession
of a firearm, a class B felony.

choice, Rockey said.

“With the Powerball jackpot
growing, that may outweigh the
instant-gratification factor of
scratch tickets,” he said.

At least one other state is push-
ing lottery tickets for Christmas.
Lottery officials in Pennsylvania,
which joined the Powerball lottery
in June, are running a holiday-
themed television commercial
with singer Ray Charles promot-
ing Powerball.

West Virginia is taking a differ-
ent approach. Instead of promot-
ing the ever-growing jackpot, lot-
tery officials there are running
television ads urging players not to
overspend on tickets,

“It only takes a dollar,” West
Virginia Lottery spokeswoman
Libby White said.

The jackpot is harder than ever
to win, since the pool of numbers
drawn increased by four in
October when South Carolina
joined as the 24th state (o sell
Powerball tickets. Kentucky is
also among the stales participating
in Powerball. Players pick five
numbers out of a pool of 53 for the

first five numbers m the game and
another number — ¢ Powerball
— from a pool of 42. Tickets cost
$1 each, and the odds of winning
are about one in 120 million,

If a winning ticket is drawn
Dec. 25, it would not be the first
Christmas Day jackpot.

In 1996, Hugh and Janice
Robinson of Hailey, Idaho. were
the winners of a $48.3 million
Powerball jackpot drawn on
Christmas Day. At the time, they
opted o keep their jobs as a chauf-
feur and supermarket clerk and
take annual payments of $1.74
million over 2(0) years.

Robinson declined to comment
on his life since then,

“It’s taken five years to settle
down, and 1 really don’t want to
get back in the spotlight again,” he
said.

The highest Powerball jackpot
was $295.7 million, won July 29,
1998, by group of factory workers
in Ohio. That figure is dwarfed by
the highest lottery prize of all —a
$363 million Big Game jackpot,
won May 9, 2000, by two players
in 1llinois and Michigan.

‘Santa’

with names on the tags. had
already been delivered throughout
Floyd County that moming and
when he finished, which he hoped
to do by Christmas, he would have
delivered over 400 presents.

Hunter's daughter and son-in-
law, Betsy and Earl Stanley, had
donated the inventory of a store
they closed and that, with the help
of other caring people, he was able
to buy a large number of gifts. He
expressed gratitude 1o those who
had helped him make this event
possible.

“You see what old Santa Claus
has been doing,” said Hunter.

Santa’s helpers, Patricia and
Shawn Collins, were with him on
Friday as they headed off 1o Betsy
Layne to deliver the personalized
packages. He said that his son,
Douglas Hunter, had delivered
over 100 gifts and his danghters,

Thankful

and fire department wbke her
daughter and son-in-law, who had
been asleep in the apartment at the
time the fire erupted.

“If the fire department and res-
cue squad had not responded so
quickly, we may have died,” said a
grateful Rhonda Castle.

Castle said that she and her hus-
band had attended two Christmas
parties the night before and had
planned on sleeping all day. When
she heard Prestonsburg Fire
Department firefighter William
Marsillett knocking at the door, she
went to the hallway and saw
smoke in the living room and
yelled to her husband.

“The house is on fire!” said
Castle.

She said that Marsillett told
them that they had to get out of the
house and they managed to flee

with their dog and cat, but nothing
else, -

Chaffins said they are currently
staying at his grandmother’s house
at Goble Roberts and that he was
heart broken over the incident that
claimed his home so close to
Christmas.

“Seeing my mom and stepdad’s
stuff destroyed got me more than
anything,” said Chaffins.

A first-floor tenant, Michael
Gibson, said that he came home
around 11:30 a.m. to find the fire
department fighting the fire that
was consuming his apartment.
Gibson said that he also lost every-
thing, including his daughter Tess
Gibson's Christmas presents.

Gibson was out on Monday
attempting to replace the gifts that
were consumed by the flames of a
fire that he thinks started in the

Fire

building itself was another story.

Omerod said damages to the
second story and roof of the
building were extensive. The fire
ate at the structure and resulted
in much of the roof collapsing
while the bottom story, although
saved from the flames, was
marred by substantial smoke and
water damages.

The owner of the building,
Judy Skaggs, of Johnson
County, said three of the four
apartments were rented as of
Saturday morning, adding that
she and her husband and co-
owner of the home, Jim Skaggs,
had been recently working to
remodel the fourth.

Skaggs, who said she and her
husband purchased the house in
March 2001, told The Times
Monday that her husband was at
the scene of the fire Saturday to
make sure that tenants had
places to go.

Jim Skaggs was traveling to
Florida Monday to join his wife
for the holidays and was not
available for comment.

“One of my tenants called
and said it was just burning to
the ground,” said Skaggs, adding
that she still is aware of the full
extent of the damages and
whether or not efforts would be

Early Times
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made to repair the house. “So
what I envisioned was a pile of
rubble.”

Skaggs added that her first
concerns were far from finan-
cial.

“My ultimate concern when I
heard about it was to sure that
the people got out okay,” said
Skaggs, “because you can
replace structures and things, but
you can't replace people.”

One of the families who lost
their home due to Saturday’s fire
was Paul Castle and his wife
Rhonda, who lived in an upstairs
apartment. Castle has been a city
employee for six years with the
recycling crew of the
Prestonsburg public  works
department, according lo
Omerod.

“They lost everything,” said
Omerod, “l think he’s staying
with his mother-in-law right
now and we've offered to help in
any way possible — we told him
he's like family to us — but Paul
said he'’s never took anything in
his life.”

Monday afternoon the effects
of Saturday’s fire could be seen.
Half-charred toys lay on ash-
covered front steps and a mat-
tress, apparently tossed during
the fire, still lay in the yard. A
useless “for rent” sign remained
posted near the front door.

“I'm sure my insurance com-
pany will be doing an investiga-
tion and so will the fire depart-
ment,” Skaggs said, “but without
being there 1 can't really say
what our next move will be.”

W Continued from p1

‘basement of the building. He was |

happy to have found his'¢at “Mon
Amie"” — French for “My Friend”
— but was worried about *Rudy,’
another cat that had not shown up
as of Monday. Lynn Bradford,
Gibson's girlfriend, said that the
neighbors were looking for the cat
and they were hopeful that they
would find her.

Another first-floor apartment
was only recently rented to tenants
while a fourth apartment was
empty according to Judy Skaggs,
owner of the building. Skaggs,
who is currently in her Florida
home, said that her husband, Jim
Skaggs, was still at their Johnson
County home when the fire erupt-
ed and was on the scene after she
contacted him.

Judy Skaggs said that her main
concem was the tenants’ safety and
that she had “praised God that no
one was hurt.”

“Buildings and things can be
replaced, but people can’t be,” said
Skaggs.

Skaggs said that they had insur-
ance on the building but the ten-
ants were responsible for insurance
on their belongings, which Gibson
said he did not have,

Sizemore said that the Castles
were also uninsured with the
exception of a recently purchased
computer. However, Sizemore said
that this “double tragedy,” made in
reference to the incident’s untime-
ly occurrence, was met with assis-
tance from friends, family, neigh-
bors and churches. She said that
local churches; the city of
Prestonsburg, which employs Paul
Castle; Jerry's, where Brian
Chaffins works; and Appalachian
Wireless, where Rhonda Castle is
employed, had come to the rescue.

“You don't know who your
friends are until something like this
happens and they come in and help
you,” said Sizemore,

Rhonda Castle said that she is
especially grateful to Paula Goble,
who brought her clothes to wear
while she was standing on the side-
walk watching her apartment burn.

“I hope the others get help like
we have,” said Castle with contern
for her neighbors.

“The people were remarkable,”
said Castle in reference to the fire
department’s help in rescuing her
car keys and jewelry from the
burning building. She voiced grat-
itude to Bob White, who saw the
flames while driving by and
reported the fire.

She said that she and her hus-
band had been together for eight
years and lost everything that they
had worked for,

® Continued from p1
Betsy Stanley and Sheila Deal,
had delivered Thursday to
Branhams Creek, Mud Creek and
Toler Creek. It appears to be a
family mission for the Hunters,
who seem to enjoy giving to the
needy, sharing those feelings with
each other.

Helping Hunter with his list,
Williams said that she was refer-
ring all the families that contacted
her office for housing assistance.
Hunter vowed that he would do his
best to deliver all the gifts by
Christmas.

Hunter, who admitted he has a
weak spot for “kids, old people
and coal miners,” said that he had
won three awards for his contribu-
tions to the needy, but “the awards
are not important. It's the people.”
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The Floyd County Health Department held a Christmas dinner or
Monday in Prestonsburg. The department recently received ar
award for being the most improved health department.

Health dept. celebrates
holiday, distinction

by JARRID DEATON
StaFF WRITER

PRESTONSBURG — The
Floyd County Health
Department had more to cele-
brate than the holiday during a
Christmas dinner Monday.

The department received an
award from the Commission of
Public Health Dec. 11 that
named them as the most
improved health department.

According to Thursa Slone,
who accepted the award for the
department, the recognition is
deeply appreciated.

Ornament

“The award commended us
for the ability to rebound after
the lpss of home health, for our
role in leadership, our clinical
efficiency and an update of our
charting system,” Slone said.

Slone also hopes for future
improvements in the health
department.

*Although we have always
had a good health department,
our goal is to make it the best in
the state,” Slone said.

Slone also said that construc-
tion for a new health department
building is scheduled to start
sometime in early Janaary.

ing's tree, Hall declined an invita-
tion to a White House luncheon
and tree-adorning ceremony due
to having just returned from her
parents’ 50th wedding anniver-
sary in Floyd County.

“My parents had to take prece-
dence over the White House,”
Hall told the Union Democrat.

Hall's parents, Rev. Clifford
H. and Janet Austin, are members
of the Highlands Avenue Freewill
Baptist Church in Prestonsburg.

Clifford Austin voiced pride
in his daughter’s honor, saying
she is a 1971 graduate from PHS
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and a 1975 graduate of Berea
College, where she majored in
art. Austin said that his daughter
ran a business on the coast called
“Elegant Earth” until her hus-
band retired, at which time they
moved to the mountains in
Toulnmne.

As reported in the  Union
Democrat, Hall will frame the
invitation from Mrs. Bush and
has kept a near replica of the
quail that hangs from the

Capitol’s tree, While the one in
the White House will become
part of the permanent collection.

~ Your gift with

any Easy Spirit
purchase

2'free issues of

health

magazine

SUN I p.m.

- B-p.m,




A4+ WeDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2002

THe FLoyD CounTtY TIMES

Amendment 1

w

Congress shall make no law regecring an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; abridging the freedom of speech, or of the

press; or the r*fgﬁr Qf the peop

to Pmcmﬁ@ assemble, and to petition the government for a redress qf grievances.

Worth Repeating ...

“Men are conservatives

when they are least vigor-
ous, or when they are most
luxurious. They are conser-

vatives after dinner.”

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

‘Class warfare’

“Waging class warfare” is an accusation often and
easily thrown at people who object to federal tax and
spending policies that favor the wealthy. Sometimes
that accusation has the ring of truth, but sometimes it
better fits those who make it than those it is meant to
describe. Now is one of those times. Consider these
recent developments and then decide: Who is waging
class warfare on whom?

B President Bush recently informed federal workers
that waging the war on terrorism would mean they
couldn’t have their 4.1 percent wage increase next year
and would have to settle for 3.1 percent. Bush also rein-
stated annual bonuses of up to $25,000 for political
appointees in the federal government. The bonuses had
been scrapped by President Bill Clinton, who concluded
they were used mostly to benefit political cronies of the
White House.

B Last week the Treasury Department proposed new
rules for pensions that would protect employers from
claims of age discrimination in converting traditional
pension programs into a new type. Those new pensions
would mean reduced benefits for many older workers
and reduced costs for companies.

This week it was disclosed that the man Bush has
chosen to implement those rules, John Snow, will enjoy
a pension of $2.47 million per year from CSX Corp.
until he dies. In computing Snow’s pension, CSX will
credit him with 44 years of service, though he has been
with the company just 25 years. The pension also will
be paid not just on his salary, but also on bonuses and
the value of 250,000 shares of stock the CSX board
gave him. Snow is hardly alone among American chief
executive officers in these pension arrangements.

B Did we mention that Snow’s total compensation
rose 69 percent between 1997 and 2001, while the value
of his company’s stock was losing 53 percent of its
value?

Snow’s not alone in that, either. Executive compensa-
tion has been going through the roof, especially in trou-
bled firms. This week, in fact, a bankruptcy court
rejected a $50 million compensation package for a new
CEO for WorldCom, where thousands have lost their
jobs and investors have lost billions.

What has happened to average workers? Not much. A
2001 study by the National Bureau of Economics
Research — a group with a sterling nonpartisan reputa-
tion — found that between 1970 and 1999, an average
American worker’s salary increased just $3,342 in 1998

(See VIEW, page five)
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Gun control
misses the target

by SCOTT McPHERSON

In the aftermath of the Washington-
area sniper killings, editorial pages and
ambitious politicians alike are clamoring
for more gun-control laws. This is hard-
Iy surprising, given that the professed
connection between guns and crime is-
practically an article of faith.

But what if guns really have nothing
to do with violent crime? What if even
the most restrictive gun-control mea-
sures don'l work, or even make things
warse? The facts suggest that may be
closer to the mark.

Gun-control proponents have long
pointed to countries such as England as
evidence for their claims. Look across
the Atlantic, they say. England doesn't
have the crime and violence that the
United States has. Surely this must be
related to the low availability of
firearms. America should learn from its
more civilized cousins.

However, not only does that assertion
now appear to be a misfire, but it pur-
posely avoids comparisons that show the
“guns cause crime” fallacy for what it is.
1t also keeps Americans from pursuing
real solutions to the crime problem. This
mixture certainly provides firepower for
the gun-control agenda, but it will con-
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tinue to make for terrible public policy.

Let us look at England then. Since
the British government banned virtually
all private gun ownership in 1997, crime
has skyrocketed. Violent crime has more
than doubled in the last five years.
England's overall crime rate actually
leads Western nations — including the
United States.

Even the UK’s historically low homi-
cide rate is under fire. While violent
crime has been falling for the past 10
years in America, murders in England

~are increasing. Twenty years ago there .
1 were 8.7 homicides-in the United States

for every homicide in England, a star-
tling disparity that gun-control support-
ers never failed to celebrate as proof of
their cause. Today, that ratio has dropped
Lo as low as 3.5 to 1, but the gun-control
movement is strangely silent about that.

Something else gun-control zealots
conveniently omit from their discussion
of crime and violence is Switzerland. In
that peaceful little mountain country the
average household contains three guns,
comparable to the situation in Texas.
From the age of 20, Swiss males are
required to keep an assault rifle for pur-
poses of national defense. The Swiss
government actually sells surplus mili-
tary rifles to the citizenry, and a permit
to carry a concealed handgun is easily
obtained. Despite that nation’s “love
affair’” with firearms, Switzerland enjoys
the lowest crime rate in Europe.

If guns cause crime, someone forgot
to tell the Swiss, If gun control is the
answer to vielence, someone forgot to

tell the English.

Back on this side of the pond, towns
like Kennesaw, Georgia, put gun-control
arguments to the test, and again they are
shown to be of a very low caliber. For
the past 20 years, residents of this
Atlanta suburb have been required by
law to keep a gun in their home. The
result is two decades of steadily falling
crime rates, over and above national and
state trends.

The research of award-winning crimi-
nologist Gary Kleck suggests that as
many.as 2.5 million times per year — |
about 5,000 times per day — Americans
use guns to defend themselves. In fact,
private citizens kill more felons than the
police. Yale Law School senior research
scholar John Lott showed in his book,
More Guns, Less Crime, that states
allowing their citizens to carry con-
cealed handguns have lower rates of
murder, rape, and assault.

The truth is, armed citizens discour-
age crime, and disarmed people are easy
prey for violent thugs. Instead of pro-
moting the same failed paradigm of the
last 30 years, perhaps it would be wiser
for gun-control advocates to investigate
other reasons for America’s crime “epi-
demic.” A likely candidate is our highly
destructive war on drugs, which breeds a
large and vicious criminal class, misdi-
rects police resources, and fills prisons
with nonviolent drug users while return-
ing violent criminals to the streets.

If we have learned anything from both

(See GUEST, page three)
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Prestonsburg is
pretty

We just wanted to take a
minute and compliment you
on vour beautiful city. The
Christmas decorations all
over town are so nice. I'm
sure a lot of hard work and
planning goes into this.

The other night, we came
down and drove through
Archer Park, which is very
beautiful also. We enjoyed
the welcome sign, where the
lights look like the river
flowing under the bridge.

Not only does your city
look pretty at Christmas, but
all year with the flowers for
the different seasons. You
sure take a lot of pride in
making it so pretty.

We visit often, as our
daughter and her family have
lived there for years, They
are Jerry, Saundra and
Bridget Bellamy.

Happy holidays.
Clay and Marie Blevins
Pikeville

Job Corps
thanks Toys for
Tots helpers

The Carl D. Perkins Job
Corps Center was the drop-
off point for the Toys for Tots
program this year;

Toys for Tots is sponsored
by the U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve and serves the
nation’s neediest children.

[ would like to recognize
the following businesses for
their help in our efforts:

n Radio stations WMD,
WQHY-WDOC, WDHR,
WXLR and WSIP for their
public service announce-
ments.

n The Floyd County
Times, the Appalachian
News-Express and The

Paintsville Herald for their
advertisements.

n Mayo Technical
College, Morehead State
University Big Sandy
Campus and all locations for
First Commonwealth Bank
for collecting toys.

n Ms. Deborah Burchell,
center director, and Mr.
Thomas Rainey, finance and
administration director of the
Carl D. Perkins Job Corps
Center, for allowing me to
store the toys at the Center
and allowing me to donate
the time to this worthy cause.

n Ms. Carlotta Shannon
and our Culinary Arts Class
for making cookies and
candy for businesses who
helped.

n And last but not least,
the Carl D. Perkins Job
Corps Center staff, who were
so generous in their giving.

Our success would have
been impossible without the
help of these people.

The U.S. Marine Corps
Reserve came to the Center
to pick up the toys on Dec.
16 and went to many homes
in our area to deliver toys to
needy children before they
returned to the Lexington
office. The Lexington office
serves 16 Kentucky counties,
including Floyd.

Once again, thanks, every-
one, and merry Christmas.

Teresa L. Carroll

Carl D. Perkins Job Corps
Center

Not the whole
story

1 am writing in response
to the recent letter that
addressed the issue of kids
repeating grades for sports.
In that letter Mr. Charles
Scoville of lvel said he “had
learned more than he wanted

(See LETTERS, page five)
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~ to know about this issue.” 1 am
speaking as a parent who has a
Son repeating this year. While
Mr. Scoville has made good
points in his letter, he does not
know everything about the
issue,

Our school does have four
kids who have repeated a grade,
but not one of the their parents
has ever suggested that their

children will be the next
Michael Jordan. Each boy is
now 14 and in the seventh
grade.

Let’s dive deeper. If we
mvestigated all the schools, we

may find that the stereotypical
idiot jock is not always the case.
For example, | don't think UK
football great Jeremy Caudill
ever fell into a B average
(though I do not know if he
repeated a grade) but he is an
example of parents pushing
their kids to excellence. Mr.
Scoville pay attention, Jeremy
Caudill may be drafted as a pro
next year.
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Granted, that is rare, but out
of the four sets of parents at our
school, | know for a fact that
three of the students were on the
honor roll before they repeated.
Those students are still there.

Of those three sets of par-
ents, our goal in repeating our
sons has nothing to do with
their futures as a Chicago Bull
or Los Angeles Laker. Instead,
we are teaching our sons the
value of hard work, the concept
of developing your skills both
academically and athletically
and the concept of time invested
well equals success whether on
the court or in the job market.

We are also teaching them
that hard work pays off. Each
son wanted to repeat himself.
They all chose to sacrifice a
year in their lives to improve
themselves. Furthermore, each
has been taught that collegiate
academics can be accessed
without cost if they strive for
excellence through athletics.
Now that opens another gate of
argument that of “too much
emphasis is put on athletics in a
child's life.” If they are reach-
ing for impossibility, this state-
ment is true but these kids are
reaching for a gratis college
education. That translates to no
student loans, no grants, and no

VIILLIONS OF DOLLARS T0 LOAN!
appl'ﬂvedcal'lﬂan.l“lm
or call 1 300 7173- 3930

Over 1,000 vemc!es avaﬂable mcfudmy cars, trucks,
vans, SUVs, 4x4s & 4x2s. Trade-ins accepted.

debt to hold them down as they
enter their lives.

While some of what you said
was true, don't box us all in.
The key ingredient is that not all
of us see our past dreams reliv-
ed in our sons and daughters,
because I never played ball for
any school. You are misin-
formed. My son and at least two
others make straight A's (some-
thing I never did.) We are teach-
ing them that the academic
institutions of this world look
upon their academic successes
as well as their athletic prowess.

It is my God-ordained duty
to teach my son to strive for
excellence. Your judgment upon
our desires for our children mat-
ters not because each will go on
to touch many more lives than

W Continued from p4

you and | could ever count.

My son is being raised to live
like a Christian. Christ himself
taught that whatever your hand
finds to do, do it with all your
strength, soul and might.
(Everything includes sports.)

Our children may not be the
future of professional sports but
they will raise children of their
own knowing the value of hard
work and sacrifice, both of
which have been lost on a fat
and lazy America.

Americans annually dish out
tons of money to the poor and
disadvantaged to be used in aca-
demic institutions. We give mil-
lions out to our country’s laziest
generation. Most of these peo-

(See LETTERS, page six)
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dollars, to $35,864. During that
same period, the average total
compensation of the 100 top
American CEOs increased 2,800
percent, to $37.5 million per
year.

To put it another way, Graef
Crystal, a watcher of compensa-
tion trends, found that in 1973,
major CEOs were eamning about
45 times what their average work-
ers eamed. By 2002, CEOs were
getting almost 500 times what
their workers were earning.

M The White House is floating
trial balloons on a new approach
to tax cuts for next year which
would argue that the affluent bear
too much of the federal burden
and low-income Americans oo
little. In order to make this argu-
ment, the White House focuses
exclusively on the income tax. It
argues that payroll taxes - paid to
finance Social Security and
Medicare - are not taxes at all, but
fees. This, of course, would skew
the tax picture dramatically
because the payroll taxes take an
especially big bite out of the
incomes of  less-wealthy
Americans.

That argument is going to be a
hard sell, a devious word game,
What should make it even more
difficult are the statistics on
wealth accumulation in the United
States, which belie the notion that
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onerous tax burdens are impeéding

the wealthy.
Statistics developed by the
Federal Reserve show that

between 1993 and 1998, the net
worth of households declined 76
percent for the bottom 40 percent
of households. Net worth of all
other segments grew, and for the
top | percent, the growth in
wealth was 42.2 percent.

The results of that growth are
stunning. Fed figures show that in
1998, the top | percent of wealth-
iest Americans held 38.1 percent
of the nation's net worth. The top
10 percent held 70.9 percent. The
bottom 40 percent held not even
one-quarter of | percent.

This is not an argument for
soaking the wealthy, nor for pay-
ing CEOs peanuts. The accumula-
tion of wealth serves very impor-
tant social and economic purposes
in this nation. And all workers
benefit from having talented,
well-compensated CEOs at the
helm of their companies.

But aren’t things getting more
than a bit out of hand when a CEO
earns 500 times what an average
worker gets, and when the Bush
administration is talking about
shifting the tax burden down the
income scale? Again, just who is
waging class warfare on whom?

— The Minneapolis Star
Tribune
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Subscribe and save

886-8506
STRAND TWIN

Absher
Enterprises

PRESTONSBURG, KY. - 606-886-2696

http:/showtimes, hollywood.com

Wall-to-Wall Screens, Dolby Sound, and Cupholders!

STRAND |

MON.-SUN., 7:00 ONLY;
SUN., (1:30), 7:00 ONLY

Opens Wednesday

STRAND II

gatch Me If You Can

MON.-SUN., 7:00, 9:00;
SUN., (1:30), 7:00, 9:00

SUNDAY MATINEE, — Open 1:00; start 1:30

Riverfill 10

 hitp/showtimes. hollywood.com

94 Pike Street,
¢t Pikeville, Ky.
t 606-432-2957

Tickets may be purchased in advance for any show
on the date of purchase. Bargain Matinees Until 6 p.m.

Mon.-Sun.
7:05;
Fri. (4:05),
7:06:
Sat.-Sun.
(2:05, 4:085),
T:05

Mon.-Sun.
7:10, 9:10;
Fri. (4:10),
T:10, 9:10;
Sat.-Sun.
(2:10, 4:10),
7:10, 9:10

Mon.-Sun.
7:00, 9:20;
Fri. (4:20),
7:00, 9:20;
Sat.-Sun.
(2:00, 4:20),
7:00, 9:20

Mon.-Sun.
6:50, 9:15;

Sat.-Sun,
(1:00, 3:45),

CINEMA 5

Fri. 3:45 ONLY

Services”

Located in Martin, Ky.
Wishing you a very
Mexvy Christmas &

from William Salisbury
and the DJ Unlimited Gang.

CINEMA 6

Mon.-Sun.
7:00, 9:20;
Sat.-Sun.

(2:00, 4:20),
7:00, 9:20

CINEMA 9 CINEMA 8 CINEMA 7

CINEMA 10

DOJ ¢ ,S Unlimited

“Musical Entertainment

Celebrating our
1Zth year anniversary
Home Phone (606) 285-9901
Pager (606) 924-1016
Call now to book your
Christmas Party
or New Year’s Event.

Also specizilizing in proms,
weddings, and occasions of all kinds.

Fri. (4:30),
B:00;
Sat.-Sun,
(1:00, 4:30),
8:00

Mon.-Sun.

6:45, 8:15

Fri. (3:45),

¥ Sat.-Sun,
 (1:15, 3:45),

6:45, 8:15

Mon.-Sun.
6:50, 9:15
Fri. (4:18),
6:50, 9:15;
Sat.-Sun.
(1:50, 4;15),
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Obituaries

Card of Thanks

Clifford Hunter

Clifford Hunter. age 75, of
New London, died Monday
morning, December 23, at his
home after a lengthy illness.

He was born Noevember 20,
1927, in Trace Branch, Floyd
County, Kentucky, the son of
the late J.B, and Rebecca
(Spurlock) Hunter. He grew up
in the Trace area. As a young
man he had worked 1n the local
coal mines and was a mail car-
rier on horseback for the Blue
K w5 Moon, Kentucky area. He and

his new wife, moved to New
London in 1948, where he
worked for 27 years at the E.
Bigelow Co. in New London
as a fireman. He had also
worked for 12 years at the
Rockwell Corp. in Wellington
until his retirement in 1988, He
was a member of the Fitchville
Church of Christ. He was a
devoted father, grandfather and
friend to many. He enjoyed
traveling, bowling, fishing,
and gardening.

He is survived by his wife of
54 years. Elouise (Hall)
Hunter: a son and daughter-in-
law, Cordell and Mary Hunter
of New London; a daughter
and son-in-law, Linda and Ron
Hamilton of New London;
three sisters, Ocie Hall of New
London, Dorothy Carpenter of
Grove City, Ohio, and Delphia
Hall of Printer. Kentucky: six
grandchildren and five step-
grandchildren; 11 great-grand-
children; many nieces and
nephews and friends,

He was preceded in death by
three sons, Glendale Hunter,
Kevin Hunter and Ottis
Hunter; a daughter, Alma Faye
Hunter; five brothers,
Columbus, Oliver, Arnold,
Erman and Tennessee Hunter;
and a grandson, Jason Hunter.

Funeral services will be
conducted Friday, December
27, at | p.m., at the New
London Church of Christ. 130
Third St., with Pastor Charles
Mead and Earl Parsons offici-
ating.

Burial will follow at the
Fitchville Cemetery, under the
direction of Eastman Funeral
Home.

We, the family of the late Bill Delong of Blue River, Ky., would like
to thank each and everyone who helped in any way during the passing
of our loved one. A special thank-you to all who sent flowers and food
and comforted us in so many ways. We thank the church family at the
Middle Creek Baptist Church for opening their doors and hearts for us;
thanks 1o the ministers, Vernon Slone and Eugene Haney, for their com-
torting words, the Floyd County Shenff's Department for the traffic
control, and to the Hall Funeral Home of Martin, Ky., for the beautiful
and efficient services.

THE FAMILY OF BILL DELONG

5
<

= R, —
Card of Thanks

The family of James Dwayne Hall would like to thank
all those neighbors, friends, and families. who helped
during the loss of our loved one. Thanks to those who
sent flowers, food, cards, or said prayers and comforting
words. A special thanks to the Regular Baptist ministers
for their comforting words, the Sheriff's Department for
their assistance in traffic control, and the Hall Funeral
Home for their kind and professional service.

THE FAMILY OF JAMES DWAYNE HALL

Card of Thanks

The family of Helen Virginia Boyd would like to thank all those
friends, neighbors, and family, who helped them in any way upon
the passing of their loved one. Thanks to these who sent food,
flowers, prayers and words of comfort expressed. We deeply
appreciate you all, A special thanks 1o the Old Regular Baptist
ministers for their comforting words, Little Salem Regular
Baptist Church, the Sheriff’s Department for their assistance in
traffic control, and the Hall Funeral Home for their kind and pro-
fessional service,

THE FAMILY OF HELEN VIRGINIA BOYD

PAINTSVILLE, KENTUCKY - 789-4500
SATURDAY-SUNDAY
Doors Open: 2:00

Call 789-4500 for Weekday
Showtimes

{Pud obituary)

Jesse Laferty

Jesse Laferty, age 98, of Allen,
husband of the late Zelda Lou
Samons Laferty, passed away
Friday, December 20, 2002, in the
Highlands Regional Medical
Center, Prestonsburg.

He was bomn January 23. 1904,
in Endicott, (Edgar), the sén of the
late William Laferty and Sarah
Burchfield Laferty. He was a
retired railroad worker (oiler and
packers), and was a member of
the Church of Christ.

Survivors include three sons,
Herbert Dean Laferty of Allen,
Donald Rudolph Laferty of
Clearfield, and Herman Keith
Laferty of Cub Run; three daugh-
ters, Maxine Thacker of
Waurtland, Valerie Hall of Allen,
and Sarah Glennis Lowe of Palm
Coast, Florida, 16 grandchildren,
I3 great-grandchildren, one great-
great-grandchild and several step-
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services for Jesse
Laferty were conducted Monday,
December 23, at 11 am., at the
Hall Funeral Home Chapel,
Martin, with Clergyman James
Edward Robinson officiating.

Burial was in the Davidson
Memorial Gardens, at Ivel, under
the professional care of the Hall
Funeral Home.

Visitation was at the funeral
home.

Pallbearers: Neil Laferty,
Donnie Laferty, Larry Laferty,
David Hall, Jim Thacker, Daryl
Laferty, Denny Laferty and Keith
Laferty. (Pald obituary)

Eugle Martin

Eugle Martin, age 70, of
Hilliard, Ohio, died Thursday,
December 19, 2002, at her res-
idence. She was a member of
the Bellevue Baptist Church,
Bellevue, Ohio.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, Charlie and Dora
Bentley; brothers, Sam and
Virgil Bentley; and sister, Polly
Bentley.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 50 years, John Lewis
Martin; children, Rick Martin,
Vicki Caudill, and Tim Martin
and families; grandchildren, T.
J. Caudill, Ashley Caudill,
Andrew Martin, Karly Martin,
Katlyn Hobby, Tyler Hobby,
and Gareth Martin; brothers,
Vernace, Don, Ron and Tom
Bentley; a sister, Janice
Salyers.

Funeral services were held at
10 a.m., Saturday, December
21, with Elders Roy Smith,
Hubert Caudill and Charles
Smith officiating.

Interment was in Kingwood
Memorial Park, under the
direction of Tidd Funeral
Home, 5265 Norwich St
Hilliard, Ohio.

Flowers will be graciously
accepted, or in lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made to
Hospice. at Riverside and
Grant, '

Visitation was at the funeral
home.

(Paid obituury)

trict he regrets creating a stir.

*He went on the trip because
his daughter asked him to go,"
said  Superintendent  Dan
O’Donnell of the Francis Howell
district, which includes Castlio
Elementary School fourth-
graders who took the Oct. I8
trip. “If he had known it would
have caused this much of an
uproar, he wouldn't have gone.”

The father’s identity has not
been revealed, and he has not
spoken publicly.

Parents complained to the
school board after the man, dur-
ing a class outing to Jefferson
City, apparently wore a woman's
hairstyle, makeup and apparel,

Singer Barbara Mandrell is 54.
Actress Sissy Spacek is 53.
Singer Annie Lennox is 48.
Reggae singer-musician Robin
Campbell (UB40) is 48, Country
singer Steve Wariner is 48.
Singer Shane McGowan (The
Popes) is 45. Actress Klea Scont
i5 34. Rock musician Noel
Hogan (The Cranberries) is 31.
Singer Dido is 30. Country
singer Alecia Elliot is 20.
Moose (Eddie the dog on
“Frasier") 18 12.

Thought for Today:
“Were 1 a philosopher, |

should write a philosophy of

toys, showing that nothing else

s

The Floyd County Animal Shelter is located at Sally Stephens Branch in west
Prestonsburg. The shelter is apen from 10:00 fo 5:00 Monday through Friday.
and 10:00 to 3:00 Saturdays, and can be reached by phone at 886-3189.

This ad paid for by Pillersdorf, DeRossett, and Lane Low Offices
in Prestonsburg and Pillersdorf and Endicott in Inez.

“We fight for the underdog!™

W Continued from p2

in life need 1o be taken serious-
ly, and that Christmas Day in the
company of children is one of
the few occasions on which men
become entirely alive.”
Robert Lynd. British essayist
{1879-1949).

Letters

B Continued from p5

ple will drop out before graduat-
ing because they have no sense
of self-worth or do not know the
value of sticking it out. They
will fall short of their potential.

Basketball is a tool
Repeating a grade is a lesson in
sacrifice. If you were one of the
few who got playing time you
would realize that playing time
came at the expense of many
other missed opportunities. The
values of this repetition and of
the game of basketball will
never leave our kids. They see
the value of hard work and its
rewards every day. Many will
see a brighter future ahead than
most kids ever dream of,

You question the honesty and
the ethics of repeating a child; I
question those who do not want
the best for their children. The
best does not mean giving them
everything they want but it
means teaching them to do the
best they can with their God-
given abilities. The Bible says
train up a child in the way they
should go and they will never
depart from it. We are training
our sons that true success comes
at a sacrifice and from our own
blood, sweat and tears, not on
the coat tails of our parents.

We have the right to use our
academic intuitions (o insure the
success of our children. That is

what they are there for. We have -

the responsibility to push them
into excellence,

W Continued from p2

including jeans and shoes.

During a board meeting earli-
er this month, a man whose wife
teaches at Castlio said in defense
of the father that the man had
been volunteering at school and
attending parent-teacher confer-
ences for at least eight years
while dressed as a woman.

“No one has said a word. No
one has had a problem with him
until now,” said Marty Hodits,
54.

FLOYD COUNTY
CATHOLICS

WELCOME YOU
ST. MARTHA CHURCH
Water Gap

Masses: 5 p.m., Sat.; 11:15 am.
Sunday

neg

Pastor: Rev. Bob Damron
Phone B74-9526

Irene J. Reitz

Irene J. Reitz, age 74, of
Drift, passed away on Sunday,
December 22, 2002, in the
McDowell Appalachian
Regional Hospital after an
extended illness,

She was born March 3, 1928,
at Drift. the daughter of the late
Lester and Lizzie Miller Judd.

She was a homemaker and a
member of ‘the Salishury
United Methodist Church, and
the Drift Women's Club.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Belford Reitz of Drift;
one step-son, Belford Reitz JIr.,
and wife, Barbara, of Blaine,
Minnesota; one step-daughter,
Peggy Lattery and her husband,
Bill: one sister, Josephine
Hobson of Winchester; four
nieces, Sue Brown, Cathyleen
Hukle, Carol Whitlock and
Irene Wilson; six nephews,
Benny Hobson, Jack Hobson,
Johnny Judd, Mark Judd,
Tommy Judd and Lester Judd.

Funeral services were con-
ducted Tuesday, December 24,
at | p.m., in the Hall Funeral
Home in Martin, with Ted
Shannon and Bobby Lawson
officiating,

Burial was in
Cemetery, at Dnift.

Funeral arrangements were
entrusted to Hall Funeral
Home.

the Drift

(Paid obituary )

In Loving Memory of

Stacia Paige Collins
age 2, of Honaker, Ky,

Our dear little great-grand-
daughter has been taken from
us in a car accident

We loved her so much and
miiss her more each day,

It seems as if | can hear her
little voice saying, “Mamaw,
let’s go outside and sit on
your big steps.”

Our Little. Angel is gone
from us, but will always be in
our hearts.

Her Great-Grandparents,
Bobby and Zelma Lawson

Harold, Kentucky

Card of Thanks

Words cannot express our thanks to the many friends who stood by us during
Bennie's illness and death, with hundreds of cards, phone calls and prayers

since last January.

Thanks to all the church people and friends who cared for the church building
and kept food available for us and visiting friends throughout the trying hours,
Thanks for the many beauriful floral arrangements. Bennie loved flowers.
Thanks o Greg Johnson, a mimster from Shelby Valley Church, for the won-
derful message and to all who participated in the funeral service, to make it

complete with congregational singing.

Our many thanks to the Doctors and Nursing Staff on the second floor, a1
Highlands. Regional, who stood by to comfort us to the end. Thanks fo the
Burke Funeral Home for their kind and professional service; also 1o the Floyd
County Sheriff's Department and Prestonsburg City Police, for the traffic con
trol, during the funeral and burial. May God bless you all,

THE FAMILY OF BENNIE BLANKENSHIP

Come by
you make

ERc’d:r_ins.on Creek. i
639-6313

“Serving the Loved Ones
of Our Community”

If PRICES are what you’re looking for...
check around. But, if SERVICE is ya
concern, TOGETHER we can plan
service with your loved one in mind to
your loved one’s memories with sei

to NONE at PRICES you ca
and see Russell Roberts.
final arrangements w
yancial burden.

¢

¢
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MARTIAL ARTS
Craft earns

black belt

by STEVE LeMASTER
SPORTS EDITOR

AUXIER - Prestonsburg Elementary
fourth-grader Jonna Craft is not the ordi-
nary elementary school student. Earlier
this month she earned her first-degree
black belt in tackwon-do. Craft earned
the belt earlier this month and was pre-
sented with the belt on Sunday, Dec. 8 in
a ceremony.

Craft is now one of the youngest
black belts in Eastern Kentucky. She is a
student at Family Academy of Arts and
the daughter of Kenni and Mike
Gambill. :

Craft began her tackwon-do studies
in June of 1999, Mike Gambill, here
step-father, also serves as her instructor.

M Jonna Craft

AUTO RACING

STARS Series
announces
banquet date

TIMES STAFF REPORT

LEXINGTON — The STARS Battle
of the Bluegrass DirtCar Series present-
ed by Arizona Sport Shirts I1st Annual
Awards Banquet will be on Saturday
Night, January 25, 2003 at the
Continental Inn in Lexington at 6:30
p.on.

The top-10 drivers in the final point
standings will be honored with awards
and point fund money. Eddie Carrier Jr
of Leburn is the 2002 STARS Battle of

(See STARS, page three)

photo by Jamie Justice
Michael Hall scored his 2,000 point
Friday night in a loss in Louisvllle to
Elizabethtown. More on South Floyd’s
play in the Jeffersontown tournament
will appear in Friday's edition.

by STEVE LeMASTER
SPORTS EDITOR

BELFRY - The Mountain Schoolboy
Classic title now resides in Johnson
County. Over the weekend, Johnson
Central rolled to the tournament crown,
beating Phelps and then Cumberland in
the tournament finals to win the event

Johnson Central beat Cumberland 88-
64 in convincing fashion in the tourna-
ment's championship game.

Junior guard Mike Walters scored 24
and senior teammates Brandon Wheeler
and Chris Hurt each had 20 points apiece
in the win. Johnson Central (6-0) goes

into the Christmas break with an unblem-

ished record.

“We've played and beat some good
basketball teams early on," said Johnson
Central head coach Les Trimble. “The
kids have worked really hard.”

Matt Haynes led Cumberland in scor-
ing with 19 points. Eddie Creech finished
with 11.

W Hurt

(See JCHS, pége three)

— Tigers win battle of undefeated teams —

Paintsville junior Shane Simpkins dished a pass off to an open teammate.

Collins’ bucket leads
Paintsville past Valley

by STEVE LeMASTER
SPORTS EDITOR

ROBINSON CREEK - Senior
Adam Collins is quickly establish-
ing himself in the lore of
Paintsville High School basketball,
Friday night he came up big again.
Collins hit a lay-up with 1.8 sec-
onds left, giving the visiting Tigers

Kurkowski
selected for
USTA Team

TIMES STAFF REPORT

After three months of competition and
thousands of miles of travel, the training
and preparation has paid off for Collins
Kurkowski. Kurkowski was selected as a
member of the United States Tumbling
and Trampoline Team, The USTA

a 48-46 victory over Shelby Valley.

The host Wildcats (4-1) led
Paintsville by 14 at the half, but
wenl cold in the second half, to the
tune of a 21-2 measure.

Senior guard Adam Rice, a
player who hit several timely shots
for his team, scored 14 to lead
Paintsville to the win.

Forward Paul Terry Fleming

paced Shelby Valley with a game-
high 17 points.

Collins and Ryan Jarrell each
had eight
Paintsville. Junior Peyton Conley
finished with seven points and
Stuart Rutledge added six. Shane
Simpkins and Auxier resident

points

PIKEVILLE INVITATIONAL

Pike Central
falls in finals

TIMES STAFF REPORT

PIKEVILLE ~ Senior Justin
McCurry missed the mark on a jumper
as Pike Central fell 66-64 1o Boyle
County in the 52nd Annual Pikeville
Invitational Tournament championship
Saturday night at the T.W. Oliver
Memorial Gymnasium.

“We could’ve quit,” Pike Central
head coach David Rowe said of his
team's 10-point deficit with 4:47
remaining in the game. “Our kids hung
in and fought to the end. Obviously, a
win would've been nice, but I'm really
pleased with our effort over the past
two days.”

Barry Sanders, Adam Prater and
Bobby Mullins combined for 55 points
to lead the Hawks,

Mullins scored a team-high 25
points. Barry Sanders followed with 18
and Prater added 12. McCurry chipped

(See FINALS, page three)

BETSY LAYNE

Lawrence Co. 72,
Betsy Layne 55

by STEVE LeMASTER
SPORTS EDITOR

BETSY LAYNE - Lawrence
County visited Betsy Layne Friday
night, and Steven Driver quickly made
his presence known.
The Bobcats trailed
40-26 at the half,
after taking the first
period by a final
count of 20-19.
Betsy Layne edged
the visiting Bulldogs
16-15 in the final
quarter before
falling, 72-55.

Sheldon Clark
transfer Adam
Brown aided Driver
with 11 points for
victorious Lawrence
County. A balanced
Lawrence County
attack saw seven dif-
ferent Bulldogs score.

Brandon Hall led the way for Betsy
Layne with 14 points. Bobo Hamilton

photo by Steve LeMaster

apiece for

B Newsome

(See VALLEY, page three)

and Jordan Kidd each finished with 10

(See BOBCATS, page three)

(See USTA, page three)

W Collins Kurkowski

PRESTONSBURG
Harmrison Co. 63,
Prestonshurg 48

TIMES STAFF REPORT quarter, fell 63-48,
The two teams came out of
CYNTHIANA ~ the first quarter tied at 14,
Prestonsburg  traveled to Harrison County led 32-21 at

Harrison County for a second
consecutive Saturday game this
past Saturday. Unfortunately for
the Blackcats it was a second
consecutive Saturday game
loss. Prestonsburg, after playing
even with the host
Thoroughbreds through one

the end of the first half,
Harrison County then outscored
Prestonsburg 23-14 in the third
quarter. Prestonsburg took the
last period, 13-8 but ulumately
fell short.

(See P'BURG, page three)
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Implosion to end Cinergy’s reign

by ED TAYLOR
SPORTS EDITOR

It is Christmas and Merry
Christmas everyone!

While those 58 living Hall of
Fame members are preparing
to meet with Major League
Baseball Commissioner Bud
Selig to discuss and get their
personal response to the con-
sideration of reinstating Pete
Rose in baseball, the house
that Rose help build will be
come tumbling down when a

Early Times | Doral Cigarettes
31 699132-gal s16"9-:::tr'. + tax

J & J Liquors
Betsy Layne » 478-2477

=NERAL

| 60 month | lease

1st Payment: $159
Sec. Deposit: SO
| Down Payment: $1,499

| Total Due At Signing:§1,658" |

| 60 month lease
| 1st Payment: $149
 Sec. Deposit: S0
|Down payment: $1,499

,_@I Due At Signing:$1,648*

60 month lease
1st Payment: $218
Sec. Deposit: S0
Down Payment: 51,499

| Total Due At Signing:$1,717*

1407 North Mayo Trail,
Pikeville, KY

construction crew will plant
explosions throughout the sta-
dium and bring in down in,
what they say, will amount to
about 30 seconds.

Cinergy will give way 10
the new home for the Reds,
the Great American Ball Park,
for the 2003 season. I sure
would like 10 be on hand when
all this takes place. It should
be quite a sight to look upon.

Back to Rose, it seems that
maybe Mr. Selig has opened a
can of worms he now wishes
he hadn't in considering the
reinstatement of Rose. Some
old-timers are hollering foul
when it comes to the possibil-
ities of his return to the game.

But says here, Rose will be
reinstated and some team will

hire him as their manager just
for all the publicity and fan
interest it will draw — for
awhile. One of the stipulations
for reinstatement has been that
Rose will admit that he betted
on baseball and the Cincinnati
Reds, who managed before
being banned for life in 1989.

If you ask me, it all lies in
Rose’s corner whether he
makes it back to the game he
has given so many years to, If
he did actually bet on the
game, they have the evidence
he did, then he needs to come
clean and make things right
before reinstatement is possi-
ble. Rose has been an arrogant
player who feels that baseball
owes him something. Baseball
owes him nothing! | enjoyed

watching him as a player but |
do not believe he should ever
be allowed to manage again,
anywhere.

WATCH THE

PHILLIES IN ‘03

The Philadelphia Phillies
are serious about contending
for a pennant and World Series
ring next season and caught a
big fish when they obtained
Kevin Millwood from the
Atlanta Braves, the team they
will have to beat for a divi-
sional title. Millwood was an
I8 game winner for the Braves
this past season and 1§ sure to
become the ace of the Phillies
staff, Philadelphia just missed
signing former Braves ace,
Tom Glavine, as a free agent.

CALL IT WHAT EVER YOU WANT
CLOSEOUT... CLEARANCE...

THE LAST 6 DAYS OF THE YEAR IS WHEN WE SAY YES...'I'O YOU!

2003 Toyota Corrolia CE

Auto, pwr mirror/stearing, tilf, dual air bags, AM/FM/CD player, plus much more!

o unue o BEY W

Had they landed Glavine
along with Millwood, every-
one else would have been
playing for second place in
their division.

REDS MEET
ARBITRATION
The Cincinnati Reds ten-
dered contracts to six players
who were eligible for arbitra-

tion. Aaron Boone, Danny
Graves, Bruce Chen, Ryan
Dempster, Scott Williamson

and Jason Larue will be with
the Reds during the 2003 sea-
son. Wonder what that cost
them?

Boone is rumored to be
headed to shortstop this com-
ing season to make room for
Brandon Larson at third base.

Larkin, could play some oul
field for the Reds as the Reds
brass ,would like to have
Larson’s bat in the lineup
every day. | think so too.
Larkin is not going to hit,
although he is still a good
defensive shortstop.

Wow, can you believe this?
The Chicago Cubs signed for-
mer Red, Shawn Estes to a $3
million contract for the 2003
season. Unbelievable. Has
ownership lost their minds
dishing out money to players
who are not even worth the
minimum salary.

Hey, what happen to Brian
Mohler? Did I miss something
while at the beach?

Until Friday, good sports
everyone and be good sports!

See The All New,
Redesigned

2003 Toyota
4-Runner!

A MONTH A MONTH A MONTH

60 month lease
1st Payment: $169
Sec. Deposit: SO

Down Payment: §999

50 month lease
1st Payment: $178
Sec. Deposit: S0
Down Payment: $499

60 month leu-e
1st Payment: $187
Sec. Deposit: S0
Down Payment: $0

Total Due At Signing:$1,168* I Total Due At Signing: $677*

Total Due At Signing:S187*

2003 Toyota Tacomao

Anit lock brakes, bed liner, AM/FM/cass, dual air bags, plus much more!

A MONTH A MONTH A MONTH

60 month lease
1st Payment: 5158
Sec. Deposit: S0

Down Payment: 5999

| 60 month lease
|1st Payment: $168
Sec. Deposit: S0

Down Payment:

$499

60 month lease
1st Payment: $177
Sec. Deposit: S0
Down Payment: $0

Total Due At Signing:$1,157*

| Total Due At Signing: $667*

Total Due At Signing:$177*

2003 Toyota Caomry LE

Pwr win/mirrorflocks/seats, tit, cruise, AM/FMfcass/CD. Dual air bags, keyless entry, plus much more!

A MONTH A MONTH A MONTH

60 month Iause
1st Payment: $227
Sec. Deposit: S0
Down Payment: $999

60 month lease

| 60 month legse
1st Payment: $236 |1st Payment: $245
Sec. Deposit: SO

Down Payment: $499

| Sec. Deposit: $0
Down Payment: SO

Total Due At Signing:$1,226*

Total Due At Signing: $735*

Total Due At Signing:$245*

/

1')

www.wult'erstoyotu com

*Plus tax, license and fees, all lease

(GOG

s 60 month, 12,000 annual miles. Rebates included. Subject to approved credit by quoted lender
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Reed Column: So, this is Christmas

by BILLY REED
TIMES COLUMNIST

As | was getting ready to
write my Christmas column,
there was a knock on my
office door. “Come in,” | said,
somewhat grumpily. | groaned
when | saw that my visitor was
my nemesis and longtime spar-
ring partner, the Ghost of
Christmas Past.

“What do you want?” | said.

“Well, Merry Christmas to
you, 100," the spirit said,

He was dressed, as usual,
like Robert Young on the
1950s TV show, “Father

Knows = Best™:  Cardigan
sweater, button-down shirt,
necktie, slacks and loafers. He
smelled liked Old Spice. He
had a pipe in one hand, the
sports page in another.

“You're here to gloat about
how much better Christmas
was in the old days,” I said,
accusingly.

“Dear boy,” he said, “ghosts
don't gloat. We just don’t let
you forget. In my case, it's
hardly my fault that during
your lifetime, Christmas has
strayed so far from its roots
and its meaning that it's now
mostly a holiday to worship

crass commercialism.”

“Look.” I said, “I'm trying
to write a sports column.”

“Sports ... Bah, humbug,”
said the ghost in disgust. *I
recently tried to have a talk
with Barry Bonds. 1 couldn't
get past his agent, All I wanted
was an autograph. The agent
said 1 should leave a self-
addressed, stamped envelope
with $100, He would see if he
could get me one by
Christmas.”

“Times have changed,” |
said,

“He meant Christmas, 2004,
you idiot!” screamed the Ghost

Adams C-Team wins Karen
Pack Invitational Tournament

TIMES STAFF REPORT

McDOWELL - The Adams
Middle School Blackcats C-
Team won the first Karen Pack
Invitational Tournament with a
hard fought 34-20 victory over
McDowell in the finals on

Saturday afternoon.

The Blackcats played their
trademark aggressive full-court
defense and never trailed in the
game. The Blackcats were led
in rebounding by Kyle Hall and
Seth Setser who each grabbed
nine boards. All of Hall's

USTA

National Team is composed of
the top female and male tum-
blers in the nation. The accom-
plishment and honor becomes
more tremendous, when con-
sidering that the young athletes
is 10 years of age and the
youngest member on the team.

Bobcats

M Continued from p1

points in the loss for the
Bobcats. Jordan  Scarberry
chipped in eight points for Betsy
Layne (2-4).

Betsy Layne’s Nathan
Newsome and Brandon Kidd
each had four points apiece in
the setback. :

Betsy Layne is next in action
Friday night in Florida against
Father Lopez (Fla.). A 7 p.m. tip
time is scheduled.

LAWRENCE CO. (72) -
Parsons 9, Muncy 3, Driver 44,
Lewis 2, Compton 1. Endicott 2,
Brown 11.

BETSY LAYNE (55) -
Simon 1, Daniels 2, Hamilton
10, Scarberry 8, J. Kidd 10, N.
Newsome 4, B. Newsome 2, B.
Kidd 4, Hall 14.

W Continued from p1

Kurkowski 1s also a member
of the AAU National Team.
She performed with the team
during opening ceremonies of
the Junior Olympic Games held
in Knoxville, Tenn. during July
and August. During the Games,
she went on to capture four
gold medals and was honored
with All-American status in
trampoline and double-mini
trampoline. The status is given
to the athlete with the highest
scores during the Games.

Kurkowski 1is the new
National Champion in tum-
bling and double-mini trampo-
line after winning two gold
medals at the USTA
Championship héld in Moline,
Illinois . during June. She
recently performed with the
USTA National Team in
Houston, Texas, and will travel
to Galveston, Texas and on to
Mexico with the team in
February 2003.

Kurkowski is the daughter
of Kim and David Pack of
Pikeville and John Kurkowski
of Michigan. She is the grand-
daughter of Sharon and Carson
Akers of McDowell and the
great-granddaughter of
Leviathan Jones and the late
Edgar Jones of Prestonsburg.

rebounds came in the second
half. Jody Tackett and Allen
Craynon led a very balanced
scoring attack with nine and
eight points, respectively. Chris
Schooleraft scored seven points,
Setser added six points, and
Austin Gearheart and Matt
Sword rounded out the scoring
for the Blackcats with two
points each.

Tyler Mitchell led McDowell
in scoring with six points, Marty
Dye added five points and
Shannon Tumer netted three
points. Kyle Howell. Chad
Patrick and Brandon Marson all
scored two points each to round
out the scoring for McDowell.

The Blackcats reached the
finals by defeating Betsy Layne
39-16 on Friday night. Once again
the Blackcats used full court pres-
sure and a balanced scoring attack
to defeat the Bobcats. On Friday
against Betsy Layne, Jody Tackett
led the way with 15 points. Austin
Gearheart, Allen Craynon and
Chris Schoolcraft all scored six
points each while Seth Setser
added three points, Matt Sword
netted two and Stephen Patrick
scored one point.

In winning the Karen Pack
Invitational Tournament, the
Blackcats improved to 9-2 on the

of Christmas Past.

“In the old days, profession-
al athletes were a lot more gen-
erous with their time, especial-
ly at Christmas. They actually
cared more about giving than
receiving.”

“Give me an example,” |
said.

“Ted Williams,” said my
tormentor, “He established the
Jimmy Fund in Boston to aid
young cancer patients, It's still
going. And athletes were never
too busy or inaccessible to visil
veterans’ and children’s” hospi-
tals.”

*Greed is a terrible thing,” |
said with a sigh.

“Tell me about it,” said the
ghost. I don’t know which are
the worst role models — ath-
letes, pop-music groups, or
movie-TV stars.”

“Explain  yourself,” 1
demanded.

“They all make so much
money that it’s obscene,” the
spirit said. “This leads them to
think the manners and laws
that apply to most people don’t
apply to them. So many of
themn do drugs, drive under the
influence, beat up their spous-
es, and engage in other forms
of anti-social behavior.”

“And instead of rejecting it,
kids think it"s cool,” I said.

*“You're not as dumb as you
look,” said the Ghost of
Christmas Past. “And look at
all the garbage that Santa
Claus is forced to cart into
homes every Christmas.
Videos and CDs that glorify
violence and sex. Hip-hop CDs
that are an insult to anyone
who likes music. Baggy
clothes that make boys look
like street bums, and revealing
outfits that make girls look like
hookers.”

“Kids aren't any worse
today that they were when |
was a kid,” | protested.

“You're right,” said my vis-
itor, “but the influences on
them are. And parents are too
busy with their own careers to
deal with it. They turn the job
of raising their children over to
teachers, who end up being lit-
tle more than social workers
and police officers.”

P’burg

“Surely you have to admit
that there are some positive
role models,” | said.

“You're right,” said the
ghost. “l give high marks to
Tiger Woods, Allan Houston,
Tubby Smith, Tom Hanks,
Ashley Judd, Oprah Winfrey,
Cal Ripken, Sammy Sosa, and
many others. But these days, if
you're too nice, you're not
cool.”

“1 can't argue with you,” |
admitted. “I remember when
we all rooted for the guys in
the white hats and booed the
villains. Now it seems to be
just the opposite.”

“Not seems to be,” said my
guest. “It is. And you media
people have something to do
with it. The only thing you
love more than building up
heroes is tearing them down,
No wonder the stars and the
public have become so cynical
about the medija.”

“1 was waiting for you to get
to that,” 1 said. “When in
doubt, blame the media. Hey,
it's not our fault that today's
fans worship freaks and jerks.

Today's journalists are more
honest than those who used to
ignore Mickey Mantle’s drink-
ing, Marilyn Monroe's promis-
cuity, and Elvis Presley's drug
addiction.”

“I'll grant you that,” said
the spirit, “But whatever hap-
pened to boundaries and civili-
ty? They're as dead as Trigger,
and the media is just as guilty
as the rude athletes and ill-
mannered entertainment stars.”

“You're depressing me,” |

said.

“Just trying to remind you
that Christmas, and life, was
better in the old days.” said the
ghost, smugly. “In those days,
there were such things as man-
ners and good taste. The
English language was sonmie-
thing to be respected, not
butchered.”

“I"ve got a sports column to
write,” | said.

“I’ll be on my way, then,”
said the Ghost of Christmas
Past. “I hope Santa brings the
sports world a return to the
days when cheaters and law-
breakers were condemned
mstead of glorified. when pro
athletes were involved in their
communities, when humility
and politeness were the rule
instead of the exception, and
when TV and money weren't
such almighty gods.”

As he turned to leave, |
wished him a Merry
Christmas.

“The same to you and your
readers,” he said. *'1'm going to
jump into my ‘57 Thunderbird
and head for Pete Rose's
house. He should be especially
glad to see me this year.”

To contact Billy Reed send
e-mails to BReedlI@aol.com

Early Times

31 699

Doral Cigarettes

16

J& J Liquors
Betsy Layne * 478-2477

Senior Justin Allen was the
leading scorer for Prestonsburg,
tossing in a team-high 13 points.

Prestonsburg point guard
Trevor Compton scored nine.

Sophomore Kris Bentley fin-
ished with eight, John Mark

STARS

the Bluegrass Champion and
Bobby Wolter Jr of Lexington
is the 2002 PBM Performance
Products Rookie of the Year.
Other special awards will be
passed out during the ceremo-
ny as well.

The Continental Inn is

located at the corner of U.S.
Highway 60 and New Circle
Road. The address is 801
New Circle Road, Tickets are
priced at $30 per person and
must be purchased by January
18, 2003. There will be a buf-
fet style meal. Everyone is

Finals

in six and Jared Slone finished
with three.

Pike Central made good on
24 field goals and shot 16-0f-22
from the charity stripe,

“We had our chance to win
the game, but it just didn’t fall,”
Rowe continued. “We have to
limit our turnovers and handle
the ball better. As a team, we
can't afford to play catch-up
late in the game.

“This is just the start of a
four tournament stretch that
expands well into the new year

B Continued from p1

for us.”

Jacob Tamme, a star per-
former for Boyle County on the
gridiron, tossed in a game-high
32 points to lead Boyle County.
Derek Vonckx followed with 18
and Josh Slone tallied 15. Adam
Tamme finished with a point.

Boyd County hit 22 field
goals, including six three-point
baskets. They also hit 16-of- 24
free-throw attempts.

Pike Central (3-3) will play
Apollo in the Hoopin' It Up
Classic in London on Friday.

JCHS

The loss dropped Cumberland
to 5-5 on the season.

Tournament host Belfry took
the consolation game, beating
Phelps (0-7) 65-60.

Zane Smith scored 25 points
to lead Belfry en route to the con-
solation prize. Doug Howard
scored 16 and Chase Preece
added 13 for Belfry (3-3),

FIRST ROUND

JOHNSON CENTRAL (71)
~ Walters 23, Hurt 2, Mollette 2,
Wheeler 15, Woods 2, Whitaker
3, 8. Music 4, Stapleton §,
Hatfield 3, N. Music 6, Fairchild

B Continued from p1
2, Adams 4,

PHELPS (39) — McCoy 17,
Gentry 4, Daniels 6, Daugherty 4,
Mayhorn 6, Hardin 2

CHAMPIONSHIP
GAME

JOHNSON CENTRAL (88)
— Walters 24, Hurt 20, Mollette
6, Wheeler 20, Woods 2, Adams
4, Music 5, Hatfield 3, Callis 4.

CUMBERLAND (64) -
Creech 11, Haynes 19, Battle 7,
Smith 7, Sturgill 11, Mcliquhan
7, Maggard 2.

W Continued from p1

invited to this banquet, but
seating is limited and tickets
are sold on a first come first
served basis.

To order tickets for the ban-
quet please contact the STARS
Battle of the Bluegrass office
at 859/271-4501, e-mail at
boblatemodeltour@aol.com or
write to STARS Battle of the
Bluegrass, 1100A Centurian
Road, Lexington, Ky. 40517.

OF LOCAL INTEREST:

The STARS Battle of the
Bluegrass DirtCar Series pre-
sented by Arizona Sports Shirts
is scheduled to return to both
Thunder Ridge Raceway in
Prestonsburg and 201 Speedway
in Sitka in 2003.

Valley

W Continued from p1

Steven Jones finished with three
and two points, respectively.

Kelsey Friend chipped in
nine points for the host
Wildcats.

Philip Akers added eight
points for Shelby Valley.

Paintsville will return to the
hardwood on Thursday in
Lexington in the Fifth-Third
Holiday Classic against Wayne
County., The game will be held
as part of the tournament at
Lexington  Catholic  High
School. Tip-off is set for noon.

PAINTSVILLE (48) — Rice
14, Rutledge 6, Collins 8§,
Simpkins 3, Conley 7, Jarrell 8,
Jones 2.

SHELBY VALLEY (46) -
Akers 8, Fleming 17, R. Tacken
3, Kiser 5, Friend 9, P. Tackett 4.

B Continued from p1

Stephens, another talented sopho-
more, ended the game with seven
points.

Senior Joey Willis scored five
and another sophomore, Jesse
Chaffin, chipped in four for the
Blackcats,

Michael Morrison chipped in
two points to round out the scor-
ing for Prestonsburg.

M Pii’f??fm 7§

S. Lake Dnve, Prestonsburg » 886-8604
: 2 www.multisports.net

Trek 800 wa

MOUNTAIN BIKE SPECIALS

Trek 4100 was-8:
All K2s and Cannondales
are on sale.
Layaway now for Christmas!

1 Year Gym Membership
$29.95 per month
Old Town Guide 147 and 160 in stock!

Lift, cycle, run,
climb & paddie your
body to great
health and fitness.

‘Now $199
 Now $269

Wishing you the best
and brightest of
holiday

SCASOI1S

The families of Big Sandy RECC wish your family
a warm and bright holiday season. We look forward
to serving you in the New Year.

Big Sandy RECC

A Touchstone Energy Cooperative m




B4 - Weonespay, DECEMBER 25, 2002

THE FLoyp County TIMES

The Floyd County Times

wants to encourage and acknowledge excelience in the
Floyd County Area. The Floyd County Times is conducting
its annual ballot of readers so they can let us know whom
they consider to be best in the county. Winners receive a
certificate suitable for framing and will be featured in a
SPECIAL SECTION in March titles...

4

——————— ————————-—_----———--—-———-—1

Barber Secretary Car Dealership :

Employed at Employed at Car Wash !
Boss Store Cashier Commercial Printer :

NehaKithhofion Employed at Employed at Concrete I
Church Building Contractor Sunday School Teacher Construction/Remodeling :
Civic Club/Organization Bus Driver Teaches at Convenience Store |
Collece g Car Salesperson Surgeon Crafts I
Com n‘mnit y Festival Event Employed at Employed at Daycare Center :
Dining Atmosphere Chiropractor Sunday School Teacher Deli |
Elderly Care Facility City Employee Teaches at Dry Cleaners :
Elementary School Club President Surgeon Electrical Supplies |
Entertainment Coach Employed at Electronics I
High School Employed at Waitress/Waiter Eyewear :
Hospital/Medical Facility Dental Hygiene Employed at Exterminating I
Local Band Employed at Veterinarian Farm/Agriculture |
Middle School Dentist Employed at Financial Institutions :
Place to camp out Electrician Financing i
Bzt e i Tss i) L Employed at A 4 Floor Coverings |
I"‘l:.: I(! i':'l‘.tl\;;iltj::;\ EMT/Paramedic BEST PLA(E 10 PU RCHASE Florist :
Place to spend Saturday night Firefighter Funeral Home 1
Place to take out of town guests Funeral Home Attendant Athletic Shoes Furniture :
Place to work Employed at Auto-Body Repairs Garage I
Furniture Sales Person Bath Towels Gas Station |

Employed at Bed Linens Gifts I

BEST FOOD General Physician Cabinets Grocery Store :

Hairstylist Carpet Guns/Ammo |

Barbecue Employed at Dairy Items Hearing Aids :
Bicelits Heating/Air Service Room Dress Shoes Home Decorating I
Brand of Soft Drink Employed at Film Developing Insurance Agency {
Hiiner: Insurance Agent Frozen Foods Janitorial Service I
(‘mérins Employed at Health & Beauty Aids Jewelry 1
(’hicke(z Jeweler Home Health Care Needs Landscaping :
Chili Law Enforcement Officer Home Mortgage Loan Laundromat g
Chinese Food Loan Officer Kids Clothing Manufacturing |
Decorated Cake Mechanic Men’s Clothing Mine Supply :
Dessers Employed at Perm Mining Company i
Donuts Nirse Pet Supplies Mobile Home I
Fish and Seafood Employed at Produce Motel/Hotel :
French Fries Optometrist School Supplies Motorcycles/ATV 1
Fresh Meat for Grilling Employed at Seafood items Music Store :
Home Cookin' j Painter Shoe Repair Newspaper )
Hot Dogs Paper Carrier Snack Food Office Supplies i
te ('rc::m Employed at Stereo Oil Changes :
Kid's Meal Pastor/Priest TV-VCR Repair Pawn Shop ]
Mekican Food Pastor of Used Automobiles Pharmacy i
Onion Rings Pharmacist Vinyl Plumbing :
P Photographer Women's Clothing Real Estate Agercy |
Roast Beef Sandwich Physical Therapist Rental Items :
Salad Bar PlEm[iIU}'cd 2 BEST BUSINES RcsI?uranI |
Sandwiches umber Retail Store 1
Shakes/Malts Employed at Security :
Stedks Politician Antiques/Collectibles Sewing/Alterations |
Principal Appliances Tanning Salon i

Employed at Artwork/Framing Tire Store 1

BEST PEO PLE Radio Announcer Athletic Supply Tools & Supplies :
Employed at Auto Parts Truck Dealership I

Accountant Real Estate Agent Bait/Tackle Upholstery :
Attarnes Employed at Beauty Salon Videos |
Bank Teller School Teacher Bookkeeping/Tax :
Employed at Teaches at Building Supplies I

) ———————————————————————————————————————________________________J

YOUR VOTE COUNTS!!!

3. Entnes may be malled to The Floyd County Times, P.O. Box

Bal I ot R u Ies - 390, Prestonsburg, KY 41653 (Please allow 7 days for mail Schools, Churches, Clubs...anyone...do all you can do, see that
delivery) or drop off at our office at 263 South Central Avenue, your favorite people and places win! It's part of the fun!
1. Only ballots from the Floyd COunty Times will be caumad No 4, All entries must be at The Floyd County Times by Wednesday. Remember, vote as many times as you wish using an original
copies dccepted. - February 12, 2002 {malled or dellvered) ballot. No copies of this ballot will be accepted.
2. Businesses nommated have 10 be in the Floyd County areaand. 5. Limited to 5 coples per person available for sale at front desk, Winners to be in the Wednesday, February 26. editi
individuals nominated hava to live and work in Floyd County. upto namal press run copies. No extra forms will be printed. Yy Ty <0, on

of the Floyd County Times.
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POISON 0AK
The gift
of giving

When | was growing up,
being poor wasn’t something
kids thought much about, so
I doubt that any of us real-
ized the true plight of our
state. As a matter of fact, if
LBJ hadn’t declared war on
our poverty 20 years later, |
may never have realized that
I had once lived in it.
Consequently, even at
Christmas
time, and
even
though we
were all,
in fact, as
poor as
church
mice, as
best as |
can
remember,
none of us kids were ever
aware that we were consid-
ered poor in most circles of
society.

The ironic thing about it
all is that I can remember
several of our Sunday
School classes at the
Thealka Free Will Baptist
Church trying to help the
poor. (What a shape these
folks must have been in to
appear poor to us.) What
we'd do was bring canned
faod to church so the dea-
cons, my dad being one of
them, could pack and deliver
boxes to a few needy fami-
lies.

[ guess that was my first
real experience in enjoying
the gift of giving. Alll
knew was that it sure made

Clyde Pack

photo by Kathy J. Prater

LEFT: Carlos and Norma
Neeley say they wanted to
commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the teddy
bear, so they decorated their
home and Christmas tree In
a holiday teddy bear theme.

(See OAK, page three)

ABOVE: This interesting fellow is one
of the highly collectible Raikes Bears,
designed by artist, Robert Raikes.
Raikes bears are unique due to their
hand-carved, wooden faces.

A teddy bear’s
Christmas

photo by Kathy J. Prater

by KATHY J. PRATER
FEATURES EDITOR

According to an oft-told tale, the
sweet-faced teddy bear that we have
all come to love came to be through a
political cartoonist’s desire to publicize
the fact that President Theodore
Roosevelt once refused 1o shoot a cap-
tive baby bear during a hunting excur-
sion along the Mississippi-Louisiana

The incident took place 100 years
ago, in the year 1902, Roosevelt had
traveled to the area in an effort to set-
tle a boundary dispute between the two
states. His hosts during the trip,
knowing that Roosevelt was an avid
outdoorsman, took him bear hunting,
When the hunting turned out to be
poor, a member of the hunting party
captured a small bear and tied it to a
tree - myiting the president to take

Roosevelt, according to cartoonist
Cifford Berryman, “drew the line™ in
two ways during that memorable visit
- first by settling a border dispute, and
second, by refusing to shoot a captive
animal. In fact, Roosevelt not only
refused to shoot the bear cub, he also
ordered that it be freed at once.

Berryman's cartoon appeared in the
November 16, 1902 edition of “The

border.

aim,

photo by Kathy J. Prater

The Neeley’s are
proud owners of
this “Princess Di"
bear, which serves
as a reminder of
Princess Diana's
life. The bears eyes
and accessories are
of the trademark
sapphire blue color
of the Princess’
much-coveted
engagement ring.
This elegant bear
resides atop a beau-
tiful grand plano In
the Neeley's home.

(See BEARS, page three)

photo by Kathy J.
Prater

And here we
have the grand-
est bear in the
bunch - the
“Editor Bear"
presented to
yours truly
upon the end of
a truly grand
afternoon.

EXTENSION

Cooking
and holiday
wellness

by THERESA SCOTT,
FLOYD COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT FOR
FamiLy AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

The modern holiday season can
bring an abundance of food, a
whirlwind of social obligations, and
less time to reflect on what is really
important to us. Consider how you
can make cooking and eating dur-
ing the holidays more meaningful
and nourishing for yourself, your
family and your community.

Cook, Eat, and Be Merry:
Holidays are a good time to show
young friends and family members
how to cook traditional foods.
Teaching some-
one how to
make foods for
festive occa-
sions is a gift
that will last a
lifetime. Share
family recipes
by writing them
on decorative
cards. These
make thoughtful
enclosures for cards, greetings and
gifts to family and friends.

Many of the smells and tastes
associated with holiday memories
come from familiar herbs and
spices. Cooking and garnishing
with herbs and spices during the
holidays add aromas and a special
touch to entertaining in your home
and gifts from your Kitchen. Here
are some seasonings for the season:

M Bay leaves—add a woodsy
flavor to soups, sauces and roasts;
use them for garnishing serving
dishes and to make small wreaths
for gifts.

M Peppercorns—black, green,
white or pink, can add a wide range
of spice and color.

B Nutmeg—adds spicy sweel-
ness to custards, sweet potatoes,
squash dishes. and hot beverages.

M Mint—gives a fresh finish to
pork, ham, green beans, spinach
dishes, and desserts.

M Vanilla—keep both extract
and beans on hand for holiday
cooking to use in desserts, baked
goods, and hot beverages.

M Cloves—add extraordinary
spiciness to breads, pies, and cook-
ies.

M Sage—for an earthy touch in
stuffings, dressings, and baked
goods.

B Rosemary — perfect on roasted
potatoes, and in egg dishes.

B Cinnamon— in sauces, pies,
cobblers, cookies, and on fruit;
keep sticks on hand to use in hot
lea

Theresa Scott

Look for locally-grown herbs or
try growing some of your own.
Homegrown dried herbs are great
for cooking and to share with others
during the holidays. Try making
some herbed oils or vinegars to
give with recipe cards as a gift from
your kitchen,

(See WELLNESS, page three)

# Kim Little Frasure

T'was just before Christmas

and all through this place,

The ad staff is runnin’ like
they're in a rat race.

Rod's making rounds, from
Hazard 1o here,

Oh, the pressure, it’s
mounting, ever so clear

Lo and behold if Sherry
Kinzer didn't yell

“Come on, ad department,
those insertions orders or
else!”

Patty just sat there, shakin®

her head,

As if she were sayin’, poor
ad staff, they're dead.

A smoke break was needed
and really quiek.

And David showed up,
flickin" his Bic.

Heath's veins are popping,
for the ad copy is late,

He's mad as a wet hen, but
deadlines we HATE.

Jenny's rackin® her brain to
up the classifieds

And how we hope she does

Christmas on a deadline

for it helps our hides.

Jay, get us more legals,
somehow, some way,

We need those numbers,
you know what they'll say.

The phones are a ringin’
and drivin' poor Melissa
insane,

And Joy, God love her, has
everybody hollerin' her name,
Willie and Hannah and

Cindy, too,
Are workin' like beavers to
push this ad copy through.

Mr. Goble's a proofin’ as
fast as he can,

Loretta, Sheldon, Jarrid and
Kathy have some secret plan.

Rita’s pounded the pave-
ment for the Children First,

Steve's wantin’ another
sports page — QUCH, that
hurts.

Teresa and Danny are
lookin’ for a break,

But Kim’s tryin” to push

(See KORNER, page three)
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ADAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL
YOUTH SERVICES
CENTER

W Center distributes school
activity calendars and newslet-
ters on the last day of each
month to all students. Parents
please be advised to be watching
for these informational materials
as a way of staying informed
with your school’s happenings.

B Health Records Update:
Parents who have health records
to bring in to the school may
bring them to the Youth Services
Center any weekday between 8
am. and 4 p.m.

B Homework Hotline - 886-
9314 - Homework information
available from 4 p.m. to 7 a.m.
Updated each day after 4:00
p.m.

M Center is open each day
from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. or later by
appointment. For more informa-
tion about the center or any list-
ed activities, call 886-9812,
Center coordinator. Michelle
Keathley. Assistant coordinator,
Sheila Allen. Center offers ser-
vices to students regardless of
income. Center telephone: 886-
9812.

ALLEN CENTRAL MIDDLE
SCHOOL YOUTH SERVICE
CENTER

*Each Monday. 8:30-9:25
a.m., "Respect Class,” for 7th
grade girls.

**Collect Food City receipts
and turmn them in to home room
teachers.**

ALLEN ELEMENTARY
AND FAMILY RESOURCE
YOUTH SERVICE CENTER

B Call Allen Elementary
Youth Service Center at 874-
0621 to schedule your child’s

6th grade entry physical,
Hepatitis B vaccination, immu-
nizations, and WIC appoint-
ment.

B G.E.D. classes offered-
FREE-each Friday, beginning
8:30 am and lasting through
11:30 am. Instructor: Linda
Bailey

BETSY LAYNE
ELEMENTARY

M The Family Resource
Youth Service Center provides
services and referral services to
all families regardless of
income. The center is located in
the middle building of the Betsy
Layne Elementary School.
Office hours are Mon. - Fri., 8
a.m, until 3 p.m.

B Open enrollment for After
School Child Care is available
through the Family Resource
Center. Service hours are 3 p.m.
to 6 p.m.

B Contact the center at 478-
5550. Contact persons are Brian
Akers and Charlotte Rogers.

CLARK ELEMENTARY

M A purse from the Floyd
!Cmrmy Health Dept. is in the
center weekly. Please call to
schedule an appointment., The
center is currently scheduling
Hep B immunizations and phys-
icals for students who will enter
the 6th grade in the upcoming
school year, kindergarten
entrance exams and TD boosters
for sophomores. Also schedul-
ing appointments for WIC ser-
vices. These nursing services
are available to anyone in the
community.

B The Clark Elementary
Family Resource Center pro-
vides services for all families
regardless of income. We are

located in the Clark Elementary
School building and can be
reached by calling 886-0815.

DUFF ELEMENTARY

B School is collecting Food
City receipts that will be used
toward receiving free computers
and other educatiopal items.
Please send your receipts to
school with your child or drop
them off at the Family Resource
Center, or the school's front
office. Any help with this valu-
able school project is very
appreciated.

MAY VALLEY
ELEMENTARY

B Floyd Co. Health Dept. is
at the school each Wednesday.
Services include 6th grade phys-
icals and immunizations; WIC,
well-child physicals;
Kindergarten and Head Start
physicals; blood pressure
checks; and more. Must call the
FRC at 285-0321 for an appoint-
ment. Donna Samons-Bartrum,
FRC Director.

MCDOWELL
ELEMENTARY AND
FAMILY RESOURCE
CENTER

M School is collecting Food
City receipts. Have your stu-
dents tum receipts in to their
homeroom teachers.
Community members may also
turn receipts in to school office.
Help McDowell Elementary
receive computers, audio visual
equipment, etc. through the
“Apples for Students” program.

*SBDM Council meets on the
3rd Tuesday of every month.

*FRC Advisory Council
meets first Thursday of each
month in FRC office at 5:30

p.m.
M GED classes are held in
FRC each Monday and
Wednesday from 8-11:30 a.m.
Classes are FREE. Please bring
paper and pencil. Instructor,
Teresa Allen, David Schaol.

*Parents of fifth-graders
should call now to have their
child scheduled for school phys-
icals and immunizations. A
series of three HEP B vaccines
are required for entry into sixth
grade next fall. Students should
begin the series now in order to
be ready by next fall. Call 377-
2678 for appointment.

B Floyd County Health
Department Nurse Joy Moore, is
at the center each Monday to
administer immunizations, T.B.
skin tests, well-child exams,
WIC, prenatal and post-partum
services, and school physicals.
Call 377-2678 for an appoint-
ment.

PRESTONSBURG
ELEMENTARY AND
FAMILY RESOURCE

CENTER

M *PES is collecting Food
City receipts. Have your child
turn in receipts to their home-
room teachers. Community
members may also turn in
receipts to the school office or
Family Resource Center.*

B MCCC services available
at the center. Call for additional
information.

M Center is open weekdays 8
am.-4 p.m.

B After School Child Care,
3-6 p.m., school days.

W Call 886-7088 for addi-
tional information regarding the
Prestonsburg Elementary
Family Resource Center or its

programs.

SOUTH FLOYD YOUTH
SERVICES CENTER

W Jan. 10 - First aid and safety
classroom presentations.

M Jan. 14 - Epidemics class-
room presentations.

M Jan. 21 - Nutrition class-
room presentations.

M Jan, 24 - Genetics and
Heredity classroom presentations.

M Jan. 28 -Peer pressure/con-
flict vesolution classroom presen-
tatons. y

W Jan. 31 Drugs and
Addiction Prevention &
Awareness classroom presenta-
tions.

B Walking track open to pub-
lic (except during special event).

B Center has a one-stop career
station satellite station that is
available 1o the community, as
well as students,

W Anyone interested in Adult
Ed may contact the center for
information.

B All new students and visi-
tors, stop by the Center, located
on the South Floyd campus,
Room 232, and see Mable Hall.

M The center is located on the
South Floyd campus in room 232.
For more information call 452-
9600 or 9607 and ask for Mable
Hall. ext. 243, or Keith
Smallwood, ext. 242, or Donna
Johnson, ext. 153.

THE DAVID SCHOOL:

B Adolt Education Class
Schedule - Fall 2001:

*Monday

-McDowell Family Resource
Center, 8:30 - 11:30 am. Call
377-2628. Instructor: Theresa.

-Betsy Layne Youth Service
Center, 8:30 -~ 11:30 am. Call
478-3389. Instructor: Chrissy.

-MSU Prestonsburg Campus,
12:30-3:30 pm. Call 886-2405.

Instructor: Chrissy.

*Tuesday

-Allen Elementary Family
Resource Center, 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Call 874-0621. Instructor:
Chrissy.

-St. James Episcopal Church.
5-8 pam. Instructor: Chrissy.

-Auxier Family Learning
Center, 8 am. to 12 pm,
Instructors: CAP.

*Wednesday

-McDowell Family Resource
Center, 8:30-11:30 a.m. Call 377-
2628. Instructor: Theresa.

-Betsy Layne Youth Service
Center, 8:30-11:30 a.m. Call 478-
3389. Instructor: Chrissy.

-MSU Prestonsburg Campus,
12:30-3:30 p.m. Call 886-2405.
Instructor: Chrissy.

*Thursday

-Allen  Elementary Family
Resource Center, 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Call 874-0621. [nstructor:
Chrissy.

-St. James Episcopal Church,
5-8 p.m. Instructor: Chrissy.

-Auxier Family Learning
Center, 1-4:30 p.m. Instructors:
CAP.

WESLEY CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL

B School is participating in
Food City “Apples for Students”
program. Please send your regis-
ter receipts to school with your
student, or drop them off or mail
them in to school office at: PO.
Box 454, 103 Methodist Lane,
Allen, KY 41601,

M Weekly Chapel Services,
each Wednesday morning, 10
a.m.

(See SCHOOL, page three)

(Items taken from
The Floyd County
Times,
10, 20, 30, 40, 50 and
60 years ago.)

Ten Years Ago

(December 23, 1992)

Wheelwright City Commissioners
voted Monday night to suspend Police
Chief Charles Harmon and part-time
police chief Rodney Newsome without
pay because of civilian complaints and
alleged internal policy violations. The
commission voted 3-1 in favor of the sus-
pension pending the outcome of an inves-
tigation and a due process hearing for the
two men...After nearly 30 years of plan-
ning and four years of construction, the
first leg of a new and improved Route 23
between Prestonsburg and Paintsville is
open for business. Floyd County’s eight-
mile segment of the 13-mile bypass was
unceremoniously cleared for traffic
Monday, two months ahead of schedule,
giving an early Christmas present to some
Prestonsburg merchants and hundreds of
coal truck drivers. Denton Billiter, super-
intendent of the Pikeville office of the
state Transportation Cabinet, said
Monday’s opening of the Floyd County
section effectively eliminated a bottle-
neck at the road’s intersection with Route
114, where construction has caused
headaches for motorists and financial
woes for merchants in two Prestonsburg
shopping plazas. The intersection, Billiter
added, was not expected to be completed
before late January, but was completed
two months ahead of schedule. He credit-
ed the diligent efforts of road contractors
for speeding up the construction  pro-
ject...Floyd County’s solid waste prob-
lems are mounting, and time is running
out for county officials to develop a plan
to address those issues. At Friday’s Floyd
County Fiscal Court meeting, Floyd
County Attorney Jim Hammond and
Judge-Executive John M. Stumbo said
state officials are making it virtually
impossible to develop a plan. “Everything
we submit (on the landfill) the state turns
down,” Hammond told the court. “The
state not only wants us to develop our
own solid waste plan, they want us to
develop one for the entire region. Because
of a new time frame we can only operate
the present landfill until June 30, 1995.
They (state officials) come out in public
and say it’s our fault. There's a possibility

we can turn our present landfill into a
transfer station.” Natural Resources
Cabinet co-director Phillip Shepherd said
Tuesday that the county’s request to
accept waste at the landfill until 1995 will
be denied. Shepherd added that
Hammond’s comments that the state
wanted Floyd County to develop a
regional plan were, in part, accurate...The
Pikeville post of the Kentucky State
Police, on Monday began executing 89
arrest warrants, netting at last count 74
suspected drug offenders, at least three of
whom are Floyd County natives. Post
commander Captain Robert Forsythe said
Monday that the undercover operation
was the result of more than six months of
investigation. Cooperating in the sting,
Forsythe said, were the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, the Pikeville City Police
Department and the Pike County Sheriff’s
Department. The majority of those arrest-
ed were charged with trafficking in illicit
substances, including cocaine, LSD, mar-
ijjuana and various prescription medica-
tions, Forsythe said. Although Forsythe
said that most of the arrests were made in
the Pike County area, the Kentucky State
Police arrest report includes three Floyd
County residents: Darryl Lawrence, 24,
of Ivel, Patty S. Bray, 26, of Grethel, and
James' E. Hall, 20, of Grethel...There
died: Amanda Leah Whitaker Tufts, 87,
Monday, at Morningview Care Center,
Sunbury, Ohio; Robert Kinsley, 22, of
Arkansas Creek at Martin, Monday, at
Our Lady of the Way Hospital; Marie
Mulkey, 73, of Concord, Michigan, for-
merly of Floyd County, Sunday, at Foote
Hospital in Jackson, Michigan; Dave
Roop, 78, of Weeksbury, Sunday, at
Central Baptist Hospital, Lexington;
Leonard Martin, 84, of Lexington,
Tuesday, at Central Baptist Hospital;

Anna Mae Harris, 69, of West
Prestonsburg, Tuesday, at Pikeville
Methodist Hospital; Marie Cole

Woodrum, 58, of Ripley, West Virginia,
formerly of Printer, Sunday, at Pittsburgh
Presbyterian University Hospital; Charles
Douglas Bellamy, 85, of Weeksbury,
Friday, at McDowell Appalachian
Regional Hospital; Z.L. “Pete” Newsome,
64, of Warsaw, Virginia, formerly of
Kentucky, Thursday, at the
Rappahannock  General  Hospital,
Kilmarnock, Virginia.

Twenty Years Ago

(December 29, 1982)

Promising better police protection at
less cost to the city, Prestonsburg Police
Chief Jim Curtis sought city council
approval, Monday. for scheduling
changes that he said would give him
more flexibility in deploying the city’s
11-member force. He came before the
council with his request only because
his plan would lengthen one officer’s
work week and so increase her pay
check, the chief explained. Otherwise
he would consider the scheduling
change using his own prerogative, he

said. Curtis did not disguise the fact that -

the planned change is likely to be
unpopular, among rank-and-file offi-
cers, however, since it reduces their
opportunities for overtime earnings and
eliminates what the police chief
described as “mini-vactions™ built into
the present schedule. A program that
stood to benefit about 600 elderly per-
sons in Big Sandy area nursing homes
appears likely to be lost because of an
internal squabble in the agency that was
supposed to manage it, officials of the
Big Sandy Area Development District
confirmed Tuesday. The Big Sandy
ADD was the topscoring applicant
among seven which sought and four
which were awarded funding under the
Long Term Care Ombudsman Program
administered by the state Human
Resources Cabinet. But the actual recip-
ient of the grant—amounting to about
$5,500 in “seed money™” for a six-month
period—was the Christian Appalachian
Project (CAP), a Lancaster-based orga-
nization headed by Floyd County
Catholic pastor, the Rev. Ralph
Beiting...The skeletal remains of 53-
year-old Zelma Anderson were found
last Thursday afternoon, almost five
months after her disappearance from the
McDowell area, and now authorities are
seeking to determine the cause of her
death. The hodv wus found by two
McDowell thers, Norman Dye, 16,
and Paul Dye Jr., 15, while they were
picking up coal at a deserted stripmine
site. Their discovery ended a continuing
search for the missing woman. She was

last reported seen alive on the afternoon
of August 2, and when she failed to
return to the home of her sister, Mary
Anderson, the search for her where-
abouts began. The strip-mine where her
body was found lies between the home
of Mary Anderson and that of another
sister, Mrs. Rose Floyd, and was on a
pathway between the two
residences...Proprietors of a Betsy
Layne restaurant may be the first to test
a state law that allows churches to veto
liquor licenses for nearby businesses.
Kenneth and Betty Robinson, owners of
the Back Porch restaurant, said this
week they have asked the state
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to
reactivate their application for a license
to serve beer and wine to their cus-
tomers. Their bid for the license was
initially turned down after members of
the nearby Church of God filed an
objection under a Kentucky statute that
allows a church to block a liquor license
application if the establishment seeking
the license is located within 200 feet of
the church. The law gives schools simi-
lar veto powers...There died: Mrs.
Maude Hagans, 94, of Langley, last
Thursday, at Our Lady of the Way
Hospital; Jesse L. Lafferty Sr., 75, of
Prestonsburg, Friday, at Highlands
Regional Medical Center; Ernest L.
Roop, 66, of Marshall, Michigan,
Sunday; James Henry Hillman, 80,
Sunday, at his home at Estill; Miss
Jennie Dillion, 69, of Water Gap,
Tuesday, at Highlands Regional
Medical Center; Edward Lykins, 66, of
Richmond, formerly of Stanville,
Tuesday, at the Patty A. Clay Hospital
in Richmond; Cecil Earl Gore, 55, for-
mer Wheelwright resident, Sunday, at
his home in Grundy, Virginia; Minda
Bates Halcomb, 87, of Prestonsburg,
Saturday, at Highlands Regional
Medical Center; Leonard Jones, 84, of
Banner, Tuesday, at Our Lady of the
Way Hospital: Millard Ratliff, 63, of
Chillicothe, O., formerly of Blue River,
last Wednesday, at Highlands Regional
Medical Center; Clarence Harold Slone,
50, of Hindman, Tuesday, at his home;
Mrs. Mary Case Blevins, native Floyd
woman and a resident of Route 2,
Pikeville, Saturday at Mountain Manor
of Pikeville.
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~ Critter Corner: How to wrap presents with a puppy

“Lucie.”

This little cutie was just
“hanging around” waiting for Santa
to appear when the jolly old elf
arrived and decided there was noth-
ing in his bag that could equal the
charm of this little “Dachsie”! Lucie
is seven months old and belongs to

by Dr. Carol Combs-Morris,
DVM

(Editor’s Note: It’s a busy
time, and we can’t seem fto
locate the latest “Critter” sub-
mission, so we thought we'd
pull out something from our file
that received rave reviews in
times past. Hope you and all
your loving pets have a won-
derful Christmas!)

M Gather presents, boxes,
paper, etc. in middle of living
room floor.

B Get tape back from
puppy.

M Remove scissors from
older dog's mouth.

B Open box.

M Take puppy out of box.

B Remove tape from older
dog's mouth,

B Take scissors away from
puppy-

M Put present in box.

B Remove present from

puppy s mouth.

M Put present back in box
after removing puppy from box.

W Take scissors from older
dog and sit on them.

M Remove puppy from box
and put on lid.

B Take tape away from
older dog.

W Unroll paper.

M Take puppy OFF box.

B Cut paper, being careful
not to cut puppy's foot or nose
that is getting in the way as she
“helps.”

B Let puppy tear paper
remaining to be cut.

B Take puppy off box.

B Wrap paper around box.

B Remove puppy from box
and take wrapping paper from
her mouth.

M Tell older dog to hold tape
so he will stop stealing it.

M Take scissors away from
puppy.

B Take tape older dog is
holding.

B Quickly tape one spot
before taking scissors from

older dog and sitting on them
again,

B Fend off puppy trying to
steal tape and tape another spot.

B Take bow from older dog.

W Go get roll of wrapping
paper that puppy ran off with.

W Take scissors from older
dog wha took them when you
got up.

B Give pen to older dog to
hold so he stops licking your
face.

B Remove puppy from pre-
sent and hurriedly slap tape on
to hold the paper on.

B Take now soggy bow
from puppy and tape on since
the sticky stuff no longer sticks.

B Take pen from older dog,
address tag and affix while
puppy tries 1o eat pen.

B Grab present before
puppy opens it and put it away.

W Clean up mess puppy and
older dog made playing tug-of-
war with roll of wrapping
paper.

Margaret Gray, of Prestonsburg.

B Put away rest of wrapping

supplies and tell dogs what
good helpers they are.

Maybe | should give a copy
of this to my family and in-laws
to help explain why their gifts
are always so lopsided and have
so much pet hair stuck in the
tape!

Here's another seasonal
goodie. The only problem is
that T like this so much that
when I hear an instrumental
version of this song, these are
the words 1 remember!

WINTER WONDERLAND

Dog tags ring, are you lis-
tenin’?

In the lane snow is glis-
tenin’,

It’s yellow, not white - I've
been there tonight,

Marking up my winter won-
derland.

In the meadow Dad will
build a snowman,

Following the classical

design,

Then I'll lift my leg and let it
£0, man,

So all the world will know
that it is mine-mine-mine!

Smell that tree? That’s my
fragrance.

it’s a sign for wanderin’
vagranis:

“Avoid where | pee, it's my
property!”

Mark it up as my winter
wonderland.

Straight from me to the
neighboring fenceposts,

Flows my natural incense
smell as it boasts;

“Stay off of my turf, this
small piece of earth,

marked up as my winter
wonderland.”

Mark it as my winter won-
derland!

Yes, mark it as my winter
wonderland!

“Merry Christmas, all!”

Bears

Washington Post,” where it
was seen by Morris and Rose
Michtom, two New Yorkers
who owned and operated a
candy and stationery store.
Inspired by the cartoon, along
with the president’s compas-
sion for the bear cub, the
Michtom's designed a toy bear
that looked sweet and innocent,

School

W Continued from p2

W.D. OSBORNE RAINBOW
JUNCTION FAMILY
RESOURCE CENTER

B TBA- Recycling program,
all grades.

B Anyone interested in
receiving cleaning supplies for
the 2002-2003 school year may
visit the center and fill out an
application to see if they qualify.

B ""Lost and Found” located
in the Center. Parents need to
pick up their children’s items
within two weeks. Any itemns
not claimed within two weeks,
becomes the property of the
FRC.

B Rainbow Junction Family
Resource Center is located in
the' W. D. Osbome Elementary
School. Hours of operation - 8
a.m. 10 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday, or later by appointment.
Call 452-4553 and ask for Cissy
or Karen. Parents/community
members free to visit any time.

W Continued from p1

and placed it in their store win-
dow, dubbing it “Teddy's
Bear.”

“Teddy'’s Bear” became an
instant hit that eventually lead
to making the teddy bear one of
the world’s best loved novelty
items.

Carlos Neeley, an avid teddy
bear collector, said that he
wanted to do something special
to commemorate the 100th
“birthday” of the teddy bear, so
he gathered his collection
together and arranged them,
top to bottom, all along his
Christmas tree...and around,
and underneath, and in various
positions all throughout his
sunroom.

Neeley owns teddy bears in
all sizes, adormed in a wide
variety of colorful and whimsi-
cal costumes. There are a set
of Raikes bears, designed by
California  artist, Robert
Raikes, who hand-carves the
unique wooden faces of his
bears; there are bears dressed
in “Nutcracker” costumes,
pajamas, sweaters, and even
their “Sunday best.” There are
even sophisticated  bears
dressed in smoking jackets and
royal attire.

“I'don’t know,” Neeley said,
“l just love teddy bears, and I
thought it would be fun to dec-
orate with them for the holiday.
After all, I may not be here for
the next 100th anniversary."”

by THERESA SCOTT

Here are some easy ideas for
your next party. They are healthful
recipes that can be complemented
with some in-season fruits and
vegetables, assorted low-fat
cheese and crackers and light
desserts, All the food recipes can
be successfully frozen up to two
months ahead, then thawed and
cooked until done.

Remember food safety issues
when preparing and serving food.
Proper handwashing techniques,
and cormrect refrigeration and cook-
ing temperatures are essential dur-
ing the preparation and storage of
all foods. Don't let foodborne ill-
NEsS ruin your party,

Hot Cranberry Spice

2 q1. cranberry juice or

I gt. cranberry juice + I gr.
apple cider

1 tsp. whole allspice -

2 cinnamon sticks

In a large saucepan, mix all
ingredients. Bring to a boil. Reduce
heat and simmer for half an hour or
longer. Serve hot! Yield: 16 1/2-cup
servings.

Nutritional  Analysis: 72
Calories, 18 g. carbohydrates, less
than 5 mg sodium.

Garbanzo Spread
172 onion, chopped

Wellness

Act Like a Kid: During the
holiday season, even though the
weather is cooler, take time to
enjoy the great outdoors. Each
session, nature brings new things
for us to enjoy. So take a walk or
a hike with family and friends to
appreciate the beauty of
Kentucky. After a meal on a holi-
day afternoon take the time to visit
a local park. Treat the family pet
to a walk around the neighbor-
hood. Go 1o a local tree farm and
walk the fields to pick your
favorite tree. Gather holly, green-
ery and natural materials to make
homemade holiday decorations.

Even grown-up activities can
provide a workout. Cleaning and
decorating or walking at the mall

10 buy gifts are good ways to ful-
fill your obligations and stay
active. Try playing some holiday
tunes for your dancing and listen-
ing pleasure. If the weather per-
mits, working in the garden is
guaranteed to energize your win-
ter outlook,

Take Time to Be Well: The
holidays are the perfect time to
think about how to do less, better.
If an activity does not offer mean-
ing or add enjoyment to your cel-
ebration, consider eliminating it
from your schedule. Be sure 1o
consider the feelings of family
and friends, and be willing to
compromise as you evaluate
which holiday activities are most
important. Try to create your own

Qak

me feel good 10 bring a quart of
blackberries or some apple jelly
that Mom had canned and add it
to the pantry of items to be dis-
tributed.

Korner

W Continued from p1

inserts for there’s budgets to
make,

Ralph’s so busy he can barely
look up.

He's covered in copy clear up
to his butt,

Johnny's & runnin’ the press
day and night,

And that Julie works like a
brute. I'm tellin' you, it's a sight!

Please hurry, Santa, we need
some relief,

No inches or budgets to have
o meet.

Just one day, to relax muscles
so tight,

Merry Christmas, you all,

And to all a good night!

® Continued from p1

Anyway, poor oOr not,
Christmas in a coal camp was
always a special time. Although
I can’t remember Dad and Mom
ever exchanging gifts, my little
brother, Joe, and I most always
managed to get something real
nice, which Mom had usually
ordered from Monigomery
Ward.

Remembering those days just
reminds me that it might be
helpful to us all if we'd stop
spending money we don't have
for things we don’t need in order
to impress people who don't
matter.

Thanks to the Christmases of
my youth, I know for certain
that there are still some things of
value that money just can't buy.
Maybe, without either of us real-
izing it at the time, my parents
gave me the only gift I ever real-
ly needed: warm memories of
Christmas.

May your Christmas be
warm, 100,

W Continued fram p1

vision of how the holidays should
be celebrated, Aim for a new and
happy season each year
According to psvchologists, the
holiday season may ftrigger feel-
ings of loneliness, regret or failure
for many people. In today's world,
we all have too many things to do,
and not enough time to do them.
Shifting our approach to the holi-
days into one of ease, togethemess
and giving from the heart will pro-
vide new meaning and focus for
the season.

Behaving and talking as if you
feel optimistic, outgoing and self-
confident will often trigger those
happy emotions. Research shows
that achieving a positive state of
mind in a task that engages and
challenges your skills, without
overwhelming them, incréases
quality of life.

Handmade gifts can be very
rewarding to make and .receive.
Taking the time to listen to some
holiday music while making gifts
may become a new holiday tradi-
tion. Try these ideas for taking
time to be well during the holi-
days.

B Deliver a homemade meal to
a friend’s house.

B Host a potluck, instead of
trying to cook the entire feast by
yourself.

B Create your own rituals to
instill more meaning into the sea-
SO,
B Make a donation of food,
time or other resources (o a local
charity.

M Encourage your ¢ivic orga-
pizations to adopt a family for the
holidays, providing food and gifis.

M Be willing to give up perfec-
tion to focus on what you value.

Remember, you can't do
everything. So., do what you
enjoy, and do it well! Your holiday
season will be healthier, happier,
and more joyous,

2 Thsp. olive oil

112 bunch Parsley,
chopped

! tsp. dried basil, crushed

112 tsp. dried vregano, crushed

1/4 tsp. ground cumin

I clove garlic, minced or 14
isp. garlic powder

Juice of 1 lemon

3 ¢ cooked parbanzo beans
(chickpeas), mashed

2/3 c. sesame seeds, ground
(optional)

Saute onion in oil until soft. Add
parsley, basil. oregano, cumin and
garlic, cooking just long enough to
soften parsley. Thoroughly mix
cooked mixture with remaining
ingredients. Pack into a bowl (or
salad mold) and chill overnight.
Unmold into serving plate and gar-
nish with parsley. Serve with crack-
ers or celery sticks. Flavors will be
enhanced if the spread is prepared

finely

Calories, |1 g protein, 3 g. carbohy-
drates, 2 g fat, 1 mg sodium.

Stuffed Mushrooms

12 large, 2-inch diameter mush-
rooms

2 Thsp. finely chopped onion

2 Thsp. finely chopped celery

2 Thsp. margarine

1 c. whole-wheat bread crumbs

1 tsp. lemon juice

I Thsp. sherry

174 tsp. garlic powder

1/8 tsp. pepper

1/4 1sp. dried basil, crushed

[ tsp. parsley flakes

1/4 ¢. parmesan cheese

Wipe mushrooms with damp
cloth and remove sterns. Chop
stems finely, In a small skillet, saute
mushroom stems, onion and celery
in margarine. In a bowl, combine
bread crumbs, lemon juice, shemy,
garlic powder, pepper, basil, parsley

non-stick sprayed baking sheet
Bake at 400° 15 minutes, then broil
until nicely browned. Serve warm.
Yield: 12 appetizers.

Nutritional ~ Analysis: 47
Calories, 2 g protein, 3 g carbohy-
drates, 3 g fat, 3 g cholesterol, 63
mg sodium,

East Point
Masonic
Lodge to elect
2003 officers

East Point Masonic Lodge
657 EA.M. will be having an
election of officers on Friday,
December 27, at 7 p.m., to elect

A daughter, Morgan Paige, to
Tonya and James Damron; a
daughter, Makenna Hope, to Lisa
Jo and Harold Kidd: a son, Isaiah
Wayne, to Suzanne and Wayne
Coleman.

October 31:

A daughter, Kayla Nicole, to
Teri Renee and Jerry Lee Daniels;
a daughter. Sydn’ee Morgan, to
Kristie and Gary Watkins,

Q
November 1:

A son, Michael Harold, to
Donna Faye and William Michael
Lipps: a son, Paul Michael Ryan,
1o Laura and Michael - Ray
Charles: a daughter. Mallory
Lakin, to Theresa and Lee
Roberts.

November 2:
A son, Timothy Luke, to
Dianna Lynn and Timothy Wayne
Thacker.

November 3:
A daughter, Cassidy Lane, to
Regina and Jefirey Eckle.

November 4:
A son, Griffin Chase, to
Belinda Beth Ratliff.

November 5:

A son, Adam Marcus, 10 Mark
and Andrea Blankenship; a son,
Hunter Ray. to Edward Ray and
Katrina Ann Blankenship.

November 7:
A daughter, Laiken Leigh
Layne. to Lisa Donetta Griffith
and Ronald Eugene Layne.

November 8:
A daughter, Haley Morgan, to
Ashley Marie and Adam

Blankenship.

November 9:
A daughter, Kateleene Sierra,
to Tomi R. Preece.

November 10:
A daughter. Savannah Renee,
to Bryon Ellis and Angie Renee

a son. Dalton Ray Thomas, to
Leslie Renee Ashley and Lamry
Kent Smith.

November 21:

A son, Kyle Patrick, to Belinda
Kay and Deron Kyle Elkins; a son,
Jakob Samuel Clayton, to Melinda
and Matthew Robert Stump; a son,
Nathan O'Ryan Collins to
Dorothy Rebecca Stanley and
Joseph Blaine Collins.

November 22:

Twins, Michael Jesse and
Mitchell Shane Coleman, to Ethel
Elizabeth Adkins and Michael
Joseph Coleman; a son, Jakob
Cole Workman to Bobbi Jo and
Wesley Workman; a son, Timothy
Lee Johnson II, to Melanie and

Timothy Lee Johnson.
November 23:
A daughter, April Grace
Cummins, to Helena Louise

Gibson and William James
Cummins; a son, Cleatus Dalton,
to Melissa Marie and Cleatus
Samuel Burke.

November 25:
A daughter, Savanna Sha Kidd
to Brandy Nicole Ratliff.

November 26:
A son, Jayden Adam Bain, to
Anita A, and Jason Sword.

November 27:
A daughter, Makenzie Jade, to
Breanne Leigh and Kenzley Roy
Conley.

November 28:

A son, Jacob Riley, to Lisa and
Gregory Gibson; a daughter,
Charleston Lashae, to Tiffany
April and Richard Shane
Robinson; a son, Samuel Dalton,
to Mary Susan Cook; a son,
Nathaneil Dean, to Tabitha Nicole
and Bradley Dean Cumutte; a
daughter, Rachel Denise, 1o
Frances Marie and Douglas Curt
Tackett.

November 29:
A son, Brett Austin, to Melanie

24 hours in advance. Yield 48 1-  and Parmesan cheese. Combine 2003 officers. All Master
Cuifbsp. servings, s awithvcooked mixtare and mix well. - Masons of East Point Lodge are
Nutritional ~ Analysis: 34  Stuff mushroom caps and place on  yrged 1o attend.
%LCL&, M
Pikeville Methodist Potter. and Dennis Michael Harmon; a
Hospital November 20: daughter, Emily Grace Baker, to
A son, Braxton Keith, Victoria Lisa Reed and Jason Parrish
October 29: Dawn and Douglas Keith Sayers; Baker.

November 30:

A daughter, Courtney Nicole,
to Michelle and William
Reynolds; a daughter, Abagale
Sydney, to Diana and Christopher
Phillips; a daughter, Emily Lynn
Musick, to Sarah . Elizabeth
Maynor.

December 3:

A daughter, Randa Leigh Ann,
to Devonna M. Thacker; a son,
Ethan Blake Coleman. to Ashley
Burke.

December 5:

A daughter, Haley Grace, to
Christy Lynn and Shannon Drew
McKinney; a daughter, Constance
Love, to Tawanna Lynn and David
Thomas Huffman; a daughter,
Haleigh Nicole, to Tabitha Renee -
and Clay Douglas Maynard: a
daughter, Morgan Jade. to Bonnie
and William Carroll 1L

December 6:
A daughter, Teanna Rayshea, to
Bertha Lynn and Teddy Ray
Wallace,

December 7:
A son, James Austin, to Lanna
and James Blackbum.

December 8:

A daughter, Emily Nicole, to
Jill. Dotson-Bryant and Randy
Lynn Bryant: a son, [Isaiah
Chandler, to Vikki Lea and
Clifford Adkins Jr.

December 10:

A son, Dalton J. Quenton, to
Mary Etta and Mickey Conn; a
son, Trent Douglas, to Georgia A.
and Phillip Robinson; a daughter, '
Haleigh Dawn Johnson to Jessica
Young.

December 11:

A son, Dalton Trace Dye, to
Amanda Leneal Howell and
Benjamin Franklin Dye; a son,
Isaac  Paul, toTracy and
Christopher Stephens; a son,
Jeremy Andrew, to Tiffany Brooke
and Jeremy Dale Adkins.
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License tax won't go into effect until 2004

The Assoclated Press

FRANKFORT — A judge
has ruled that a potentially sig-
nificant tax increase for some
Kentucky corporations will
become effective in 2004 rather
than next year.

Franklin County Circuit
Judge Roger Crittenden issued
the ruling Friday in a lawsuit
involving Kentucky's corporate
license tax, and a follow-up
written order could be issued
within a week,

The case stems from a class-
action lawsuit filed in 2000 by
Mlinois Tool Works against the
Kentucky Revenue Cabinet,
challenging the tax on a compa-
ny's capital.

Certain Kentucky companies
with subsidiaries may compute
their license tax on a consolidat-
ed basis, while non-Kentucky
companies may not. In a Dec. 5
ruling, Crittenden declared that
provision of Kentucky tax law
unconstitutional  because it
allows some Kentucky compa-
nies to pay less tax than out-of-
state companies,

The longstanding license tax
is $2.10 per $1.000 of capital
employed in the business. In
basic terms, a company s capital
for purposes of the license tax is

the result of assets plus capital
stock, less certain debts.

But companies can reduce
the capital to be taxed by sub-
tracting loans that parents and
subsidiaries make to each other
by consolidating the tax returns
of the parept company and its
subsidiaries, Filing separate
returns means the intercompany
loans add to each company’s
capital, making the total license
tax greater as a whole.

The judge struck down
Kentucky companies’ ability to
file consolidated license tax
returns, putting them on equal
footing with out-of-state corpo-

rations.

The ruling “has the effect of
requiring many companies with
headquarters in Kentucky to pay
substantially more license tax
than they had paid in the past,”
said Joseph Ardery, a Louisville
attorney and partner with Frost
Brown Todd, who was once part
of the lawsuit. “For some com-
panies with a lot of subsidiaries,
this could mean a lot of money.
For some companies, taxes
could double, or more."”

Crittenden also ordered the
Revenue Cabinet to issue two
years' worth of refunds to out-
of-state companies included in

the class.

The tax is “for the privilege
of doing business in Kentucky,”
said Mike Kalinyak, an attorney
for the Revenue Cabinet, which
said that for this year, through
the end of June, the tax generat-
ed about $117.5 million.

Debra Eucker, a legal spokes-
woman for the Revenue
Cabinet, said the ruling could
trigger increased tax revenue.

Non-Kentucky corporations
that do business in the state only
through a partnership or as the
sole member of a limited liabili-
ty company are exempt from the
license tax.

Online store lets Bush backers
wear/show their support

by BRUCE SCHREINER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOUISVILLE — For the
Republican faithful on his holi-
day list, David Von Savage
browsed an online store devoted
to George W. Bush.

His enthusiasm spurred a buy-
ing spree costing him a couple

—

HOUSE FOR SALE

o

2:ﬁedroom in Prestonsburg/Lan.cer.. $47,500.
886-1306, leave message

Agents after 5 p.m.:
Hansel Cooley ... 874-8545

BENCHMARK REALTY &
H. & F. APPRAISALS

140 Brookside Street, Prestonsburg, Ky. 41653
(606) 874-2088

[ p——

‘SL

Sarah Frances Cooley
Broker @

IT'S A BEAUTY! Enjoy the holidays In this
beautiful S-bedroom tri-level. Located In o
well-kept nelghborhood and convenlently
located between Prestonsburg and Plkeville,
right off U.S. 23. Amenities too numerous to
mention! Call Hansel today for detalls. 5-0101

Paula M. Layne............. 886-2034 |7

schools, and smployment. Only 3 lots left. Call

g s : s
BIG BRANCHPRESTONSBURG — BROOK-
SIDE SUBDIVISION —Residential buliding lots,
ready to bulld on. Located right off US 23, out
of flood plain, with all city amenities, minutes
tfrom all supporting faciiities, shopping,

Hansel today! C-0005

MAYS BRANCH (PRICED TO SELL!)—~Bulld your dream homs in this well established neighbor-
hood! & acres of land with room for 2 or 3 house sites. Desirable location!

NEW LISTING—BROOKSIDE SUBDIVISION—Residential building Iot, desirable neighborhood,
restrictions apply. City utilities. 1002x139.95 lot. 5-01

REAMX

Action Team

886-3700
1-888-886-3700
253 University Dr.

.

PRESTONSBURG —Nice 3-bed-
room, 2-bath manufactured home
locatad on E. Hughes St. 1-car car-
port. Call Jo Bentley. (107681)

PRESTONSBURG—This home Is
larger than it appears. 2-story
brick/viryl with 4 to 5 bedrooms and
4 baths. Large rooms throughout
w/extra building lot for another houss,

one, call Trent Nairn. (107872

AUXIER—Very nice 2-bedroom, 1-
bath ranch home, Nice level lot,
12x24 above-ground pool w/deck
and privacy fence. Ceramic tile in
kitchen and bath, oak cabinels
Call S Pack, (108064)

Prestonsburg, KY 41683
www.remax-actionteam-ky.com

pool, or recreation areal To see this'

Trent Nairn
Broker

Jo Bentley 886-8032
Trent Nairn 874-1002
Lynette Fitzer 886-0095
‘Shella Crockett 886-0740
John Swisher

DANIELS CREEK-—This 2-bed-
room, 1-bath home comes com-
plete w/pine trees galorel Large
rooms, deck, plus 2 acres. Make
this a must have! Call Sheila
Crockett. (107312)

MELVIN —A really nice older home
with 3 bedrooms, a large remodel-
ed kifchen w/appliances. This
home has been very well taken
care of. Approx. 2 acres. Call Jo
Bentley. (107937)

GOBLE BRANCH—Hidden Jewell
Super beautiful 3-bedroom, 2-bath,
1.5-story home. Pine floors, cell-
ings. and walls. Must see to appre-
ciale the beauty of this home. Call
Lynnette Fitzer. (108113

thousand dollars, The GOP chair-
man in Cape May County, N.J.,
bought party workers mugs, hats,
cufflinks, money clips and tote
bags — all emblazoned with ref-
erences to “W."

“Since it's Christmas time, as
a chairman it’s a good idea to
give something to the base of the
organization that has some mean-
ing,” Von Savage said.

In a society that showcases its
favorite sports teams, celebrities
or hobbies on clothing and other
paraphemnalia, the George W.
Bush Online Store takes that
trend 1o another level.

The Bush store offers about
60 products — from baby bibs to
silver tumblers — that show sup-
port for the nation’s 43rd presi-
dent,

Its creator is Ted Jackson, a
Louisville businessman, GOP
marketing maven and campaign
manager to U.S. Rep. Anne
Northup, a Republican who
recently won her fourth term in a
Democratic-leaning district.

“We like to show and display
what is important to us,” Jackson
said, “It’s a badge that people
wear.” .

For Jackson, the venture com-
bines his zest for marketing and
Republican  politics.  The
Spalding Group, a subsidiary of
English Emprise, has supplied
campaign materials to the last
five Republican presidential
campaigns. The firm also works
with GOP candidates from city
halls to Congress to develop
campaign logos, brochures and
Internet sites.

The Bush store offers range of
merchandise lines meant to
appeal to professionals and the
“hard hats” Bush refers to in
speeches. Some products look
ahead to Bush's expected re-elec-
tion campaign in 2004,

One line features an urban
look with black-and-white mer-
chandise emblazoned with “W
The President.” Another line dis-
plays a Western style, with shirts
cowboy hats, bandanas and belt
buckles branded with a “W ‘04"
logo.

There's also the “Interstate
W'04" line that stamps a road
sign logo shirts, caps, golf balls,
beach towels, mousepads, cuf-
flinks and other knickknacks.

Those wanting to leave no
doubt about their views of Bush
can choose merchandise that pro-
claims “1 Stand With President
Bush."

Some products are tailored for
those too young to vote.

A children's line includes
baby bibs and infant rompers. A
popular item for youngsters has
been a red-white-and-blue foot-
ball jersey with the No. 43 and
Bush’s name emblazoned on the
back.

The online store started short-
ly after Bush formally started his
campaign for the White House.
Jackson said the site stayed up
after Bush won the disputed elec-
tion, and orders have been steady
since,

Jackson hasn’t talked to Bush
or his staff about the online store,

“The White House doesn't
fook at the items and sign off on
what we do," he said. “This is
entirely our own independent
effort.”

But there is an “appropriate-
ness issue” to consider, Jackson
said. So don't expect a line of
Bush boxer shorts.

Jackson won't disclose sales
figures, but said orders some-
times reach 100 or more in a day

from across the country.

Sales surged in the aftermath
of the Sept. 1] terrorist attacks,
and again this fall as Bush cam-
paigned for Republican candi-
dates across the country, Jackson
said. He expects another uptick
in sales when the 2004 presiden-
tial campaign heats up.

Jackson said the merchandise
gives regular folks a way to say,
“Hey, | believe President Bush is
doing a great job and | want
everybody to know it.”

American politics has long
been “‘personality driven,” said
Larry Sabato, director of the
University of Virginia Center for
Politics.

He said the man who lost the
popular vote in 2000 has now
eclipsed his father in popularity.

“Among Republicans, George
W. Bush is very close to the class
of Ronald Reagan rather than the
one defined by his father,”
Sabato said. “He has the same
name, the same looks and some
would say the same inarticulate-
ness, and yet Republicans revere
this Bush much as they did
Ronald Reagan.”

Von Savage scoffed at any
notion the online store commer-
cializes the presidency,

There's nothing keeping
Democrats from showing similar
support for their presidential
favorites, but “if there’s not
enough passion to wear a (Dick)
Gephardt or (John) Kerry hat,
that's not our problem.”

On the Net
George W. Bush Online Store:
www.georgewbushstore.com

Kathy Stumbo, left, Floyd County Chamber of Commerce Vice-

4

President, joined David Tackett, right, Chamber President, in
welcoming Beth Ann Walker, center, owner, Country Dell &
More, to Chamber membership and as a participant in the
Chamber Bucks Gift Certificate program.

lot, Call for sppointment. () 08073) muﬂ.ua:caa

COW CREEX, Rt 184-Conveniently DRIFT—Beautful ranch, sftusted on 2 4-bedroom, 1 bath, approx. 1190 eq,
locuted. Spacious S-bedroom. 2-bafh  nice ot Above-ground pool, 8 rooms, T, PLUS, additional jol. Brand new
doublewide home. Stumbed on 3 nice 3 badrooms, 2 baths. Call for more  roal. Located off US 23, closs o

Batsy Layna Elem. School. (106576)

Bididing Lots ~Fioyd County

Frosures Croeh, 4000000 39500 2 Loks on Daniels Creske

G Creek Acreage. .. Heduied 1o $37.500
[ — L1

American Way Realty

N2 N, Amold Ave., Prestonsburg, Ky. 41653

Dorothy Harris, Broker

886-9100
1-800-264-9165
Visit our listings online at:
www.realtor.com
or: www.century21.com

LR

ELLEN HARRIS ..civiiriiscssninn
JOYCE ALLEN... ...886-2523
wasinD22+4126

2 3 s
BRAND NEW HOME with city water and sewer.
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, family room with fire-
plca, deck, fully fumished kitchen. Should
qualify for sil government loans. Good buy at
$84,500. H-108171

‘ 3

GREAT LOCATION, GREAT HOME! Downtown
Preslonsburg with approx. 2000 sq. ft., &-bed-
rooms, 2 baths, hardwood floors, dual fire-
place In living room and master bedroom.
Lovely private yard, beautiful full front porch,
security system, and so much mare, D-107920

AT T it

THE PERFECT HOME! Located between Pikevilie
and Prestonsburg with 3300 sq. 1. of beautiful fiv-
ing area. Master bedroom has Whirlpool tub and
fireplace. Large kitchen with hardwood fioors, TV
room. Game room with pool table, kitchen, and
bath. In-ground pool and beautiful patio. Much
more! H-107725

AGENT-OWNED — Beautiful 3- or 4-bedroom
quality bullt home. Large master suite with
marble fireplace and luxury bath. Full-size par-
tally finished basement. M-107886

dream, Priced 1o sell ASAP! $49,900, M-108170

LOTS AND LAND
NEW LISTING—DEAL OF A LIFETIME! 61 acres with approx. 40 acres level to rolling. A horse lover's

MAGOFFIN COUNTY —26+ scres with timber and mineral rights. Priced to sell at §12,500, C-106458

U.S. GOVERNMENT FORECLOSURE SALE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2003 AT 2:00 P.M.
AT THE SITE OF THE BELOW DESCRIBED PROPERTY
HOUSE AND LOT LOCATED AT
197 ROSE DRIVE - PRESTONSBURG
IN FLOYD COUNTY, KENTUCKY

This is a three bedroom vinyl siding home on public water and individual sewer. It is well located in a quiet
neighborhood. Jt consists of a living room, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, and a laundry nook. This property is
considered suitable for the Rural Development Program. This would be an excellent buy for an investor
interested in rental property or for resale after repairs.

The minimum acceptable bid for this property is $§30.150.00.

Payment of the current year's property taxes are the responsibility of the purchaser.
LRI L L LT L L L L T T T T e T T T Ty

LEGAL NOTICE

Notica is hereby given that on Thursday, January 9, 2003, 1 2:00 pm., a1 the proparty site, at 197 Rose Drive, Prestonshurg, in Floyd County,
Kentucky, in order o raise the sum of $53,481,83 principal, fogether with Interast cradit subsidy granted In the amount of $11,650.26, plus
interestin the amount of $8,118.00 as of June 21, 2002, and Intarast thereafier on the principal at $815180 per day from Juna 21, 2002, unti
the date of Judgement, plus interest on the Judgement amount (principal plus interes! to the date of judgment) at the rate of 1.81%,
computed daily and compounded annually, until paid in full and for the costs of this action, pursuant to Judgemant and Ordar of Sals, baing
Civil Action No. 02-62 on the Pikeville Dockst of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky, entered on August 28,
2002, in the case of United Stales of America vs. Luther Johnson, Stanlord & Assaciates, L.L.C., and M.Neil Price, Jr. dtva Price Business
Services, the following described property will be soid to the highest and best biddar:
Acertain tract or parcel of land located on Big Branch of Abbott Creek off the new U.S. Rt No. 23, in Floyd County, Kantucky, and being more

particularly described as loliows:

BEGINNING ata 24" buckeye tree; Thance N 29 08' E 145.04 feat fo the cenler of @ water well: Thence N 29.08° E 7,00 feel 1o a stake on
the edge of the county road; Thence S 64 01’ E 80.57 fae! 1o a stake on the edge of the caunty road; Thence S 78 19° W 48.69 feelto &
parsimmon tree; Thence S 52 17° E 38.12 feat to & apple rae; Thence S56 41° E 78 45 lest 1o a elm tree; Thence S 07 58° £ 20.53 feet to
amulberry tree; Thence S 1925’ W 136.78 10 a 30 buckeye tree; Thance S 32 28" W 30.45 faal to an elm tree; Thence S 70 54' W 70.34
feet to a twin buckeye tree; Thence N 31 37" W 120.91 feat 1o a slake, Thence N 51 40" W 106.32 feet lo the point of baginning. This
description was taken fram a survey dated May 26, 1973

Being the same property conveyed by Dead tated November 23, 1093, recorded in Deed Book 372, Page No. 418, in the Floyd Counly

Clerk’s Office,

TERMS OF SALE: Ten percant (10%) of tha bid price {in the form of a Certified Check made payable 1o the . S. Marshal) on the day ol sala
with good and sufficient bond for the balance, bearing Interast al the rate of 1,81% per annum until pald, due and payable In thirty (30) days
following the data of sale, Upon a default by the Purchasar, the deposit shall be forigited and retained by the U. S. Marshal as a part of the
procaeds of the sale, and the property shall again be offered! lor sale subjact lo confirmation by the Court.

This sale shall be in bar and foreclosure of all right, title, ntenes!, estale ciaim, demand or squity of redamption of tha defendant(s) and of all
persons claiming by, thiough, under or against them, provided the purchase price is equal 1o two-thirds of the appraised value, If the
purchase price is not equal to two-thirds of the appraised valug, the Deed shall contain lien in favor of the defendant(s) raflecting the right of
the defendant(s) lo redeem during the period provided by law (KRS 428,520}, Undear Law, the purchaser is deemed 1o be on notice of all
matters affecting the property of record in the local County Clérk"s Office,

Inquiries should be directed to:

Rural Development
Prestonsburg, Kentucky
Phone: 606-886-8545

THOMAS W, KEETH, Community Developmant Manager

o
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Apts. In Goble-Roberts| Which request or has warranty. $7,950. from $500. Gov't 2272 $37,440/couple, eBay. No Experience gy padence Needed! Required.  Call for
Addn., and al Ciiffside] require advance pay- 606-523-6227.# Surplus! 1-800-941- = excellent benefits, Required. Call for o ¢ 8 e Info.1-800-568-1676
A o o hoad: | ment of fees for ser- ... 8777 Ext. C9817 BIG \NCOME regular tima _offy. Iofo.1-800-568-1676 ' e sibnstage) @XEB4580
PCC and Jenny Wiley| VICES Or products 1988 BUICK RE- GENERATOR! housing/utilities. ext.B1300 Visit Website To Get 7
enny WYl chould be serutinized GAL. 2 Dr tinted TALMUCGHHTICEE Candy Route Family style setting — ; MEDICAL
Etﬁtee'znupfrh‘ ' Comn. rar;uny + windows \fEir‘ slgoeo $3,495.00, Medical  on attractive rural $800.00 ~WEEKLY Started Immediately! BILLING/DATA
fized learning cen- - i . - i . ! -
fers offer socialeduca- Can be seen at. HARLEY DAVIDSON Vending —  Route campuses, 1-727- SALARY  Mailing www.EnvelopeMaling gnrpys ~ Growing
tional programs for chil-|  AUTOMOTIVE Music's Video in 1998  HERITAGE SRQQQS.OO‘ Pringles 725-4761 “Recruiter Sales Brochures. No . s 2 M Industry, Work own
dren and adults, All utili P'burg. BB6-6606,* Classic, Black. 2300 laule $5995.00; Ruth!. Extensive experience neces- <htip:/www.Envelope hours. PC required.
lies |I'ICiLliU9(| al Highland 11D_Agricu"ura| Miles, Chrome, Like .§('\da & Snack Route Scraen{ng' EQE sary. FT?‘PT Genuine Ma"ing_com) No experisnce nac-
Hgts., utility alfowance at 140-4x4s New, $17,900. Can $ 9995 .00. p F W opportunity. Free SR 1-866-231-
Cliftside. Call (606)886- A p 3 Immediate 1-877- supplies 1-(603) 306- essary.
0608,  (606)886-1819,] 685 Case Intern- Deliver. (256) 776- B3saana www.youthranches.o 4700 ( 24 h 1874 ext.690
(606)886-1927, TDD: 1-] ational Farm Tractor, 2000 JEEP GRAND 9938, (256) 259-3329 ©v°° rg<http://www.youthr ( ours).
800-548-5056, CHAR, Inc.,] w/ new loader, 17700 CHEROKEE 4X4. pummreer—sws e =~ anches.org> e e AR e a2 e R ek = ) e
DBA Highiand Hgts. &| hrs. like new. B86- Loaded, 1 owner, 180 -Trucks MUSIC AGENTS
Clifiside Apts., does not| 8366 29,000 miles with WANTED!! Music MAKE UP TO @
piscdnians I AADEE LT s warranty. $15,950 81  CHEVROLET, Goes On-ine!! Sony, $500.00 COMMIS-
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;scsud,:fe:, r:é': ngmgrn SALE. Yanmar Model - engine, completely More. Billion $% 1-800-761-2688 ext.
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Al Nationwide’, we go the extra mile to save you : owner, has. warranty, i $59.87/month or L
money, That's why we offer a variety of auto premium Police Impounds & loaded. 39 000 miles with your own home Q¥ P i T
discounts, including our multi-car discount, our safe Repos. For Listings/ $18.950  606-523- business. Free book- Family. No Fll‘St A d l'ai I'Ig
driver discount, airbag discount and more, Payment Details 800- 621‘:-1 ; let BHB-207-9771 Limitations, All Pre- NW[y Empioyed .
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utiomwide Is On Your Side® futuredever.com a i
I‘\;Iillfn('.r \TIl'i.'tIIII:(‘ Nationwide APPLICATIONS BEING EMP_LQYMENT i Family! 1-800-235- :
.,L niversity Drive ACCEPTED FOR EARN UP TO sgop 9209 Ext. 1059 :
iy Insurance & LYl When responding fo e Worskig 606620 (surface&undargmu d}
:::}:2:\::‘:2:’::’“ Financial Services Tkl iah ;@ Employment ads that M S ovemg- i, Also Electrical Clams
AT AND MOBILITY tdve: fafaretes. uit. menlgpad-limz No PAID I 285"0999
IMPAIRED PERSONS. bers, please indicate e 5 s .A lot ADVANCE!!! Train at your s:onmien -
Located behind Wendy's | that entire reference 5 !'-‘thuﬁme-s 1-800- $1,.000+/week  stufi- YOUr conveni ce.
and Pizza Hut in Pres-| npumber on the out- 58?2850 Coﬁe E5 ing envelopes from
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lope eference envelope.
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such ss line dancing, | help us direct your RETNOCF T RICER legitimate. (888)235- New homes, remodeling,
® cr7hs. Erldngﬁ. m;wes,_hau letter to the correct Sredil Loans .EBAY 96086 Lacabat 4t rogﬂng' paﬂo& b[ock! con-
$alon and church services t ' i " wiqe
The apartments are fur. [ 1O/ IUA (tm) Auction Kit. Hud g¢ YOUR HOURS = Weeksbury, Ky. crete or siding. Have 30
RESTAURANT nished with a refrigerator, | TSI Tracers  $800/wk. THE BOSS' FOR- 14 Years Experience years experience.
SIS SR DR Wl Froe incorporation i ; Call Spears Construction,
Prestonsburg system, and air condition- P -+ TUNE! Create your Free estimates, call anytime p
er, For more Information, SSBEAT THE Free Merchant own serious income 606-452-2490 Romey Spears
please call Highland BILLSSS Account Free with your own home- 606) 874-2688
HELP WANTED: Waitresses, dish- [ |Terrece at 606-886-1325 or Create serious ~ Export/Import pased  business! or 606-424-9858 (606) 874-2688.
: SCXNS: 2 S HFTToR Tor income. Free CD.Send sase 10 Free Booklet. Full
washers/busboys, cooks. Paid vaca- S Information. Goverament Tralimning. = .
l' 1 ] H_»ghlgn_d‘ferrgcedoesnol F "! 2 P b“ at' n 1025 . 2f ‘ TF"P S M!NE TRAINING ' i, .
ion, health insurance available. discriminate in admission ull training. ublications, www.strive2free : Tree rlm In
_ : or employment In subsi- Home-based Connecticut Ave. d om.com SIS e]Nelc) Ml o '
Uniforms furnished. dized housing on account business. NW  Suite 1012 <http://www.strive2fr Teaching Newly
of race, color, creed, reli- |  www.IncredibleRewards com - -888- 1’ e W‘
No phone calls, please! gion, sex, nation B00-418-8501% [ dooae 1o casapeg 208 | Employed 24 Hour "o d HIIISlde, iawn
Apply in PoRe. it st 399»@ 366:0873 ‘ Fax R O + Annual 8-Hour = 48 dl th I
La;::iglaws or | _ _—— Bomand & $703- **FEDERAL Refresher Classes all lgh ; al.l m
404-9315 Doc# 308 EOSTAU WILDLIEE . | * Mite Sestom Technicsen T
www.caplitalpublica- JOBS™ Up to | . .
tions.com $21,50Hour Possible American Heart C.P.R. and First Aid
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e nation information, 1- Garreft, Kenlucky-
PALUN LRV 500-842-2128 ext. 15 Terry Triplett, lnatmcmr
WORLD'S  BEST
MONEY MAKER!!
Earn $500.00 per
Salel! Simple &
Easyll Call 1-800-

761-2688 ext.3352-P

aoo|l[

Start Dating r\muh!' ‘IHD HOM#\NCE .8.2, 00 WEEKL Mailing . —= www.worldsbest-
Eat 1847 |brochuresiSatistaction Guaranteed! ||| IESEEALS up to 57% moneymaker.com
Postage, supplies provided Rush Seif : e ) <hitp://www.worlds-

 BUSINESS OPPOR darsssed Stamped Enveiopet Gico)||IRUUOIL NI IR |/ oneymaker.co

Dept 4, PO, Bok 1438, Antipch, Tn
37011-1438. Stant Immediately!

DISTRIBUTORSHIPS A\fAlL#.E!LEl m>

New patented food products
High-tralfic kiosks - airports, malls, elc

FREE, Non-profit debt
help. Be treated with

10K .ni.1-i3()('_.!-2:39-61?1 { . FRAM EQUL honcsw‘ undcrs{anding COMPANY / . T-he “NE-WH
Wiw.cap amnops.mrn_ Tractors For Sale. Yanmar Model YM{500 % J y C 0 OWNER OPFRATORS Attel]t 1on CDI_
GOOD WEEKLY INCOME & respect. CareOne. - TR CANNON EXPRESS
Vil Our ales Broshuresl | [0 Diesel $2500. Mode! YM15000 4WD TEAM Drivers!
ek i $3100. Can Deliver. (256)776-8435 1-800-847-5869Y SOLO et B D Eh
e = 8K o erner Enterpi , usin .
'J?nn:ncl*;\em‘::.e:r : IN e (toll-free) OVER THE ROAD trucks, talent and hehnologg to] | A New Attitude. Nclw Bespect,
<k ‘:p'j “u 'z Mmmﬁaﬁms? www.careonecredit.com NORTHEAST REGIONAL remain a leader in the &nd 2 New FRgiG.
sl ) Conolkdate your bila wib SOUTHERN REGIONAL || transportation industry seeks We are here for YOU!
1\-;3-‘}' [: 1 . ‘:-;e? A pesngil §55 u:sscuaspa u.m:cs §ss DEDICATED EXPERIENCED DRIVERS for 6 mo. OTR exp. req.
-B00-357- usiness/Persona s this exciting DEDICATED
$37 EE ¢ | FA0N0H SN Bad credit OK WE HA VP A JOB ROUTE 9 tunity! Call Today
$3,200 WEEKLY PAYCHECKS! Bad credit welcomed Go-signers OK FOR YOU 1! or M-F 8-4 CST
Buaranteadl Mailing Our  Brochures! LOANS DAC o 800
Everyihing Suppiiedl Including Customer Free consultation with live agent TZ‘:S:;‘:?;:;O l;{;ﬁ:;” ﬁ:::iir:‘:fc:?hia! OHB::::: al.:::ﬁ:?ta (}845-93%
Mailing Labels! r)maoa 5182 (24 Houru] No application fes oy fing C . ' anmnon ‘EW
s www. taliorfunding.com Will fit You ¢ Consistent lifestyle J
Finy q il fit You and
Toll-free 1-888-606-337 Better home time =

BARTPND“F\ TRAiNEES NEEBED!
$250/day polential

Your families needs
* COMPANY DRIVERS
New Pay Packages and Great

www.Iwllibedebtiree.com

Great pay & benefits!!

Overwhelmed by mounting debls? WE
CAN HELP!! Call Financial Freadom

DISH NETWORK

Loc! pesitions Christian Counssling. Reduce monthly FREE Digh 500 Benefits for Team, Solo Over- CALL TODAY!
1-800-293 9965 ext 6070 payments. Pay one billmonth. EASY 10 FREE Installation The-Road. Southern Regional and | | e LY
get starled, (800j841-8757 CC2 $22.99 a monih Dedicated Fleets.
wivw,debtoos org (Nen-Profit Minisiery) Programming * OWNER-OPERATORS

| Lo coroundy e afich Fau we undemiley, 1-877-477-1651 ﬂmen‘can Commuﬂi@

Mileage Base Pay With Fuel

arer P B ppness Bures a1 702760100 : ms“ssonon M SLIl'I.’hal'gL' ngram. Ins. Avail, AL {For more I}?fmﬂ‘mn
&\ 3 Person Reduced Cost, Weekly regarding advertising tn this
N\ ?2‘}&3?? Settlements, Discount Fuel. 4 4 "?t fe & 0
\\ s Coveg CALL TODAY AND BE PART e =
 \HOLIDAY OF A FINANCIALLY 1-800-906-3364
jPOOLS, INC. STABLE COMPANY
T 0. ¢ CALL RECRUITING AT
bl Knoxville, TN - 800-999-2671
s '"wf, gj;;-;‘”’“ Carlisle, PA - 888468-3748 ’meb
L“G’fa "" i REEE
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$529 WEEKLY!
Mailing letters from
home: Easyl Any
Hours! Full/part-time.
No experience nec-
essary. Call U.S.
Digest  1-888-389-
1790 24 hour record-
ing.

IAN MUSIC OR
CLEAN COUNTRY!
Sing or Play your CD
over the telephone to
audition to come to
Branson, Missouri
for $100,000 record-
ing contract contest.
CALL Ken 1-417-
339-2519 or Linda 1-
417-339-2528

$2,000 WEEKLY!
MAILING 400
BROCHURES!
Satisfaction
Guaranteed! Postage
& Supplies provided|
Rush Self-Addressed
Stamped Envelopel
GICO, DEPT. 5, BOX
1438, ANTIOCH, TN.
37011-1438  Start
Immediately

LOCAL PROCES-
SORS/TYPIST

NEEDED IMMEDI-
ATELY $§425PT-
$875+FT weekly
GUARANTEED,

legitimate home data
entry.Free training 1-
800-481-2680
EASY WORK!
GREAT PAY EARN
EXTRA INCOME
Processing mall from

home. Free
Suppliesl No exp.
necessary. Call our
e oparators Now
1-267-3944 Ext.

www.easywork-
greatpay.com
<htip:/iwww.easy-
work-greatpay.com>

AVON

Make your own

ey, sign up for

for limited
me. Call Jancy at

Wﬁ,—gDBE .
‘:.'_

AUXIERFHAGER HILL
AREA: The Lexington
Herald Leader has an
established early
morning newspaper
route available in
Auxier/Hager Hill
area. This route takes
approx. 3.5 hrs. daily.
With an income
potential of $1,200
monthly. Dependable
transportation  and
ability to be bonded
required, Call 1-800-
999-8881 ext. 3439 or
606-432-0030.*

GOVERNMENT
JOBS Wildlife and
Postal 48K+ per
year. Full benefits.
Pald ftraining. No
axperiance neces-
sary. For application
and exam call toll
free 1-888-778-4266
ext. 140

GOVERNMENT
JOBS. "*NOW HIR-
ING** for FIRE
FIGHTERS/ POLICE
O'F FIGCERS/
WILDLIFE/ POSTAL.
$40/k a year. Paid
Training &  Full
Benefits. Call TOLL-
FREE for info. Mon-
Fri. 9am-10pn/EST.
1-800-464-8981
X1203.

220-Help Wanted

MOUNTAIN MANOR
OF PAINTSVILLE is
taking applications
for a LPN (7 p.m.-7
a.m. shift) Excellent
salary benefits. Apply
in person at 1025
Euclid Ave,
Paintsville, Ky.
Monday thru Friday
between 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.*

HELP WANTED:
Motorola two-way
dealership in
Prestonsburg, KY,
needs experienced a
radio technician
/tower climber. Pay
equal to experience.
Good benefit pack-
age. Only those with
experience & refer-
ances need apply.
Must also have clean
driving record. Call
606-886-3181 or
(B00)-445-3166 to
inquire.
EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY:
MEAT DEPART-
MENT MANAGER
NEEDED, must have
acquired 1 yr. exp.
Starting base pay up
to $20,800 yr. plus
added fringe benefits,
401K retirement, paid
vacations, health
insurance, quarterly
bonus. Phone-606-
377-6545, ask for
Steve, (manager) *
DRIVER- OWNER
OPERATORS,
Dedicated Lanes,
Good Pay and Home
Time! Talk with one
of our owner opera-
tors or call today.
888-446-4642
TransCorr
Indianapolis; IN/' St
P{Jlulb. MO
INEXPERIENCED
DRIVERS Werner
Enlerprises needs
driver trainees!
Shared tuition pro-
gram for qualified
applicants. Training
provided at MTC
Driver Training. Call
1-800-455-4682

Drivers: 16 Day
CDL Training.
Immediate Job

Opportunities.
T AL ol s h
Reimbursement Or
Company Paid
Training To Qualified
Applicants, FREE
Job Placement
Assistance For
Experienced &
Inexperienced 1-866-
244-3644 Exi. 20
1-800-Trucker
Become a Truck
Driver.

One Phone Call
Reaches 20+
Schools. Great Pay
& Benefits.
Financing & Job
Placement.
1-800-Trucker
DRIVERS!!!
STUDENT
TRAINEES NEEDED
for 35 Nationwide
Carriers.
Average $740.00 +
Benefits call for
interview
800-398 9908

/ Do You Have A Business,
Service, Or Product You Would
Like to Advertise In
4.5 Million Households With
Only One Phone Call?

The American Communi
Classified Advertising Network

\\I -800-821-8139

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

FLOYD

IN THE

IR TION DEPT.
ASSEMBLING NEWSP

Part-time:
Day and night shifts

APPLY AT 263 S. CENTRAL AVE.
No Phone Calls, Please!
E.QE.

TY

CDL-A DRIVERS:
Minimum 3 months
Experience. *Team
Runs to West Coast
‘Late Model
Equipment * Great
Pay, Miles & Benefits
Call Steve Mox
Trucking 1-800-253-
5148

Financial

350-Miscellaneous

IRS PROBLEMS?
Settle for Pennies on
the Dollar!
Guaranteed
Services, FREE
Analysis with a Tax
Professional. Call
Now! 1-877-442-
1278

380-Services

BECOME DEBT
FREE! Cut payments
without new loans.
its easyl 1 hr
approval. Call 1-800-
517-3406.

DEBT CONSOLIDA-

TION. Save thou-
sands while becom-
ing debt free.

Receive Cash back
aevery 6 mos. Reduce
total monthly pay-
ments by 1/3 or
more. Eliminate high
interest rates and
fees. One simple low
monthly  payment.
Feel good about your
finances again.
FREE CONSULTA-

TION. 1-B00-438-
9179 ext. 207
Brighton Credit

Management Corp.
www.brightoncredit.c
0 m
<http://www.brighton-
credit.com>
OVERWHELMED
BY MOUNTING
DEBTS? WE CAN
HELP! Call Financial
Freedom Christain
Counseling. Reduce
monthly payments.
Pay one bill/month.
EASY to get started.
(800) 841-9757
CC20www.debtccs.or
g<http://www.debiccs.
org> (Non-Profit
Ministery)

$ FREE CASH NOW
$ from wealthy fam-
llies unloading mil-
lions of dollars, to
help minimize their

taxes. Write
Immediately: 1.G.L,;
110-64 QUEENS

BLVD., #415, FOR-
EST HILLS, NEW
YORK 11375-6347
FREE GRANTS -
NEVER REPAY-
ACCEPTANCE
GUARNTEED.
Government and
Private Sources.
$500 - $500,000.
Education, Home
Repairs, Home
Purchase, Business,
Phone Live
Operators 9 AM. - 8
P.M. Monday thru
Saturday. 1-800-339-
2817 ext.# 356
PAYCHECK LOANS
up te $500! Never
Leave Home! County
Bank of Rehoboth
Beach DE Member
FDIC/EOL Checking
Account Required.
Not Available
CO.DE.CAWV, FL 1-
800-397-1908.

USA #1 BILL CON-
SOLIDATOR From
$2,000 - $250,000!
(8% Average rate).
Bad Credit. No
Problem! For fast
results, call toll-free
1-800-518-4209
FREE CASH!
$10,000 or more pos-
sible in 58 days or
less. Never Repay!
New programs! Free
Information.  1-800-
964-841E6
www.visiong2000.co
m
<http://www.visiong2
000.com>

Subsgcribe To
The Floyd
County Times,
Call
886-8506

MERCHANDISE

FREE PUPPIES: TO

GOOD HOME.
Mother is small
Collie. 285-5003.

420-Appliances

1 DEEP FREEZER
LIKE NEW, 2 refrig-
erators. also 1 Side
by side refrigerator,
with ice maker. 2 gas
ranges, 1 electric
range, will trade to
washer & dryer. 2001
Suzuki 4x4 500
priced right. B886-
1046.Ask for Jim.*

440-Electronics

100 CABLE CHAN-
NELS FOR 1
MONTH - FREE!

OR America's top 50
channels for ONLY
$10.50 p/mo! You
choose. We install
FREE. Product limit-
ed. Call 1-800-475-
9655

NEED A COMPUT-
ER - CREDIT NOT
PERFECT? You're
APPROVED -
GUARANTEED! No
Cash Needed Today!
Bad Credit OKAY!
Checking or Savings
Account Required. 1-
877-488-1947
WWW.PC4ASURE.CO
M
<http://www.PC4SUR
E.COM>

445-Furniture

ALLEN FURNITURE
ALLEN, KY
Furniture, used appli-
ances, living / bed-
room suits,
bunkbeds, and lots

more!

Call 874-9790.
RAY'S BARGAIN
CENTER
New & Used
Furniture &
Appliances @ unbe-
lievable prices. Come
in today for incredible
savings. Shop At The
Little Fumiture Store
& Save!l RT. #122,
McDowell. Call 606-

377-0143.

470-Health/Beauty

BURN FAT, BOOST

ENERGY!! It's
incredible, It's all
NATURAL! Lose

weight NOW! Ask us
how. For Information
and FREE samples,
Call 1-88B-373-8542
or 1-920-983-0290

VIAGRA MIRACLE!
100% Natural, No
Side Effects, 30

Minute Results.
Phenomenal
Sensation, Incredible
Lasting Longevity, A-
1 Satisfaction
Guaranteed! 1-800-
456-1944

$$Unemployed?
AFFORDABLE
HEALTHCARE!
$59.87/mo . per fami-
ly. No Limitations. All
Pre-Existing  condi-
tions OK. CALL
UNITED FAMILY !
1-800-235-9209Ext.
1058 CE06620

480-Miscellaneous

ANTIQUES FOR
SALE: also queen
size bed with frame.
2 working juke-boxes
including  records.
Also lap- top comput-
er in excellent condi-
tion. etc. 606-454-
0817 %
FIREWOOD
SALE: Call
8350,

FOR
886-

STEEL BUILDINGS
FALL CLEARANCE:
Huge savings,
25x34, 35x56.
Repo's,
Cancellations,
Lowest Prices,
America’s Largest.
Make offers.
Financing.
1-800-222-6335.
STEEL BUILDINGS:
Cancellations Must
Liguidate 25x30,
30x40, 45x80,
55x160. Great Terms!
Huge Discounts! 1-

800-462-7930 x-24

DIETPILLS & VIA-
GRA! Order
Phentermine  $67,
Didrex $96, Adipex
$139, Viagra $118
and Others. Tollfree 1-
886-567-0300. U.S.
Doctors/Pharmacies.
We Provide
Prescription!  Order
Online Anytime:
www.order2.com
<http.//www.order2.co
ms

TAN AT HOME
Wolff Tanning Beds

Flexible Financing
Available

Home Delivery

FREE Color Catalog
Call Today

1-800-939-8267
www.np.etstan.com
DIABETIC SUP-
PLIES at NO COST .
FREE SHIPPING with
Medicare/Insurance.
FREE SYRINGES,
new meters, trips,
Insulin if you qualify. (
noe HMO's) 1-800-
B15-1577

REAL ESTATE

CUSTOM BUILT
BRICK HOME, near
finished, 4 B.R. 3
bath, 2 car garage,
approx. 3400 sq. ft.
1/2 acre lot, near
Cedar Trace in
Prestonsburg city lim-
its. For more info
606-432-1985.%

HOMES FROM
§10,000. Repos &

Bankruptcies. 1-3
Bedrooms. For
Listings  800-319-
3323 x1185

550-Land & Lots

NO RENT! $0 DOWN
HOMES! GOV'T &
BANK REPOS! NO
CREDIT OK. FOR
LISTINGS, CALL 1-
800-501-1777 EXT.
9811

FIRST TIME HOME
BUYERS! $0 DOWN,
NO CREDIT NEED-
EDIHUD, VA, FHA 1-
B00-501-1777 EXT.
9826

570-Mobile Homes

1994, 14X76, 2 B.R.
2 BATH, Ilocated
across from High-
lands Regional on
156 Oakwood Drive.
886-0973 after 5
p.m.*

590-Sale or Lease

FOR LEASE LARGE
LOT FOR BUSINESS
will bulld to suit. Rt. 80
close to Mtn.
Enterprise. 886-8366.

RENTALS

610-Apartments

1 ROOM EFFIC-
IENCY Apt. No Pets,
$275 mth, $150
dep.Winchester Apt.
874-454-5577 .All util-
ities paid. Laundry
room.

2 B.R. 1 1/2 Bath,

Townhouse in
Prestonsburg.
Washer & dryer

hookup, $425mﬂ;+
utilities. B86-9406.

1 B.R. APT. FOR
RENT: call 874-2644
or 874-9174,
FURNISHED 1 B.R.
APT: Utilities paid.
Prestonsburg, 886-
B366.*

2 B.R. Duplex, stove,
refrig, Central H/A.
W/D hookup, City lim-
its at Rt. 23 & Rt. 80,
$425 month. + util.
$250 dep. 1 yr. lease.
No pets, 237-4758 or
886-7237

1 B.R. Apt.: No pets,
$395 mth, $150 dep.
Winchester Apts.
BB74-5577 or 454-
5577. All utilities paid.
Laundry room.

1 B.R. FURNISHED
APT: Prestonsburg,
off street parking.
$450 mth, $200 dep.
utilities paid. Washer
& Dryer. 886-0010.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
Apartments

Available

Immediately

1 & 2 BR apts.
Free processing fees

PARK PLACE

APARTMENTS

Rt. 114,

Prestonsburg
Sectlion 8 welcome.
Call (606) 886-0039

E.H.O

NEW 2 B.R 1 1/2
BATH TOWN-
HOUSE, also 1 B.R,
Apt. furnished or
unfumished. No pets,
Located in Prestons-
burg. 886-8991.%
GREETINGS FROM
LIGHTHOUSE
MANOR, Terry &
Sharon Smith. We
have apartments for
rent that are effiency
apariments, all utilites
paid. For more info
call 606-886-2797.

620-Storage/Office Space

SPACE FOR RETAIL
OR OFFICE, on
North Lake Drive
Prestonsburg, 886-
8366.%

650-Mobile Homes

For Rent: At Emma,
clean nice setting, 2
B.R. 1 Bath, mobile
home, den, Big
porch, maintance of
large yard included.
$350 mth. + deposit
&  utilities. Cross
Emma bridge,
straight ahead turn
right. First black top
road on right, end of
road. visitation after
6:30 p.m. only.*

2 B.R MOBILE
HOME.: total elect.
Located between
P'burg & Paintsville.
No pets. 889-9747 or
886-9007.

2 B.R, Mobile Home
at Harold. $375 mth.
+ dep. 606-478-4597.

SERVICES

705-Construction

ALL TYPES:
Remodeling & addi-
tions, garages,
decks, etc. Also con-
crete work. Robie
Johnson, Jr., call any-
time, 886-8896.

710-Educational

GED
Get your HS equiva-
lency diploma with
our easy home study
course1-800-569-
2163 ext 310

745-Miscellaneous

DIVORCE-$450.
We've helped thou-
sands. We will help
you. Member N. AZ.
Better Business
Bureau. Not a divorce
kit. Please call our
Divorce Hotline 800-
427-8807 ~—menes
CRUM'S MOBILE
HOME MOVING
SERVICE:
Dependable, Honest
and Reliable, Insur-

750-Mob. Home Movers

ed with permits, 10
years experience S
miles  west  of
Prestonsburg on Rt
114, Mtn. Parkway.
Call 886-6665

TURNED DOWN
FOR SOC. SECURI-
TY/SSI? Free con-
sultation. Call 1-888-
582-3345. No fee

765-Professionals

unless we win, your
case.

790-Travel

3495, 24/7.

FREE PALLETS:
Can be picked up
behind The Floyd
County Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY Claim

NOTICES

Denied? We
Specialize In Appeals
and Hearings. FREE
CONSULTATION.
Benefit Team

830-Miscellaneous

Services, Inc. Toll-
free: 1-888-836-4052

When responding to
Personal ads that
have reference num-
bers, please indicate
that entire reference
number on the out-
side of your enve-
lope. Reference
numbers are used to
help us direct your
letter to the correct
individual,

START DATING
TONIGHT! Have fun
meeting eligible sin-
gles in your area. Joll
Free. 1-800-
ROMANCE ext. 9735

CHRISTIAN DATING
S ERVIEE.,
Thousands of rela-
tionships since 1989!
Safe & confidential.

FREE information
packel. 1-800-292-
5683

ADOPT

Happily married cou-
ple promises your

850-Personals

new bom love in a
warm, wonderful car-
ing home., Financially
secure. Legal & dis-
creet. All expenses
paid. Please call

Germaine and Fritz.
Toll free:
6121%

1-866-211-

COMMON-
WEALTH OF
KENTUCKY

FLOYD CIRCUIT

COURT
DIVISION NO. Ii
C.A. NO. 01-Cl-

00423
FAMILY
BANK, FSB
PLAINTIFF

VS.

MARGIE MAY-
NARD, MICHAEL
VANASCO,
AND BRENDA
COLLINS
VANASCO
DEFENDANTS

AMENDED
NOTICE OF COM-
MISSIONER’S
SALE

BY VIRTUE OF
Partial Summary
Judgment and Order
of Sale of the Floyd
Circuit Court entered
on the 15th day of

July, 2002, in the
Floyd Circuit Court, in
the above styled

action, in the principal
sum of $13,761.33,
together with interest,
costs and fees, | shall
proceed to offer for
sale at the Old Floyd
County Courthouse
Door, 3rd Avenue,
Prestonsburg, Kent-
ucky, (behind the new
Floyd County Justice
Center) to the highest
bidder, at public auc-
tion on Thursday,the
ath day of January,
2003, at the hour of
9:15 a.m., the follow-
ing described real
estate located in
Floyd County, Kent-

ucky, and more par-
ticularly described as
follows:

A certain tract or
parcel of land lying
and being in Floyd
County, Kentucky,
and being more par-
ticularly described as
follows:

Beginning at a
stake at the line of
William McKenzie:
thence in a easterly
direction  approxi-
mately 80 feet to a
stake; thence in a
southerly direction in
a straight line approx-
imately 160 feet to a

" stake and the proper-

ty line of Sam
George; thence in a
westerly  direction

approximately 80 feet
in a straight line to a
stake at the line of
William McKenzie;
thence in a northerly
direction with the line
of William McKenzie
approximately 160
feet to the stake at
the beginning, being
a lot approximately
80 % 100 feet.

Being the same
property conveyed to
Brenda Collins Van-
asco by Margie
Maynard, by deed
dated February 14,
2000, and recorded
in Deed Book 444,
Page 435, Floyd
County Court Clerk's
Office.

m—mmm——

NOTICE
OF MEETINGS

Floyd County 911
Executive Board will
begin quarterly meet-
ings, starting at its
next regular meeting,
January 9, 2003.
Meetings will be held
in the Fiscal Court
Room, at 149 S,
Central Ave. (Old
Courthouse), at 1
p.m

Meeting Dates for
2003, are as follows:
Janurary 9
(2nd Thursday)
April 10
(2nd Thursday)
July 10
(2nd Thursday)
October 9
(2nd Thursday)

FLOYD COUNTY
911 EXECUTIVE
BOARD
361 N. LAKE DR.
P.O. BOX 1441
PRESTONSBURG,
KY 41653
886-0926 OR 1-

800-279-3191

$500
REWARD

Lost Boxer,

with white chest

Fawn color
&

white tips on feet. Last

seen in

Cliff area of

Prestonsburg call 886-
7065 or 424-7065.

Tllm YO laSS .. ed

-

Into Cashl

N
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COMMON-
WEALTH OF
KENTUCKY

FLOYD CIRCUIT
COURT
DIVISION NO. |
C.A. NO. 01-Cl-
01178
BANKERS TRUST
COMPANY OF
CALIFORNIA,
N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR
AMERICAN
HOUSING
TRUST X C/O

FIRST NATIONAL
MORTGAGE
PLAINTIFF

VS.

WOODY E.
BURCHETT,
KATHY
BURCHETT,
COMMUNITY
TRUST BANK
FKA PIKEVILLE
NATIONAL
BANK &
TRUST
COMPANY AND
COUNTY OF
FLOYD
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF COM-
MISSIONER'’S
SALE

BY VIRTUE OF
Judgment and Order
of Sale of the Floyd
Circuit Court entered
on the 21st day of
November, 2002 in
the Floyd Circuit
Court, in the above
styled action, in the
principal sum of
$18,049.54, together
with interest, costs
and fees, | shall pro-
ceed to offer for sale
at the Old Floyd
County Courthouse
Door, 3rd Avenue,
Prestonsburg, Kent-
ucky, (behind the new
Floyd County Justice
Center) to the highest
bidder, at public auc-
tion on Thursday, the
gth day of January,
2003, at the hour of
9:00 a.m., the follow-
ing described real
estate located at 220
Westminister Street,
Prestonsburg, Floyd
County, Kentucky,
and more particularly
described as follows:

Beginning at an iron
stake in the middle of
the drain approxi-
mately 75 feet SSW
of the Prestonsburg
Water Storage Tank;
thence in a southemn
direction in a straight
line a distance of 113
feet to an iron stake;
thence an easterly
direction in the
straight line up the hill
for a distance in a
straight line up the hill
for a distance of 144
feet to an iron stake;
thence a northerly
direction in a straight
line a distance of 111
feet to an iron stake
in the center of the
drain thence with the
center of said drain
down the hill to the
place of beginning,
same being a dis-
tance of 136 feet
down the drain.

Being the same
property conveyed by
the Secretary of the
Department of
Veterans Affairs to
Woody E. Burchett
and Kathy Burchett,
his wife, by deed
dated April 29, 1991,
and recorded in Deed
Book 346, Page 702,
in the records of the
Floyd County Clerk’s
Office.

TERMS OF SALE:

(a) Al the time
of sale, the success-
ful bidder, if the other
than the Plaintiff, sh-
all either pay cash or
$5,000.00 of pur-
chase price, with the
balance on credit for
thirty (30) days, and
required to execute a
bond with good sure-
ty thereon for the
unpaid purchase pr-
ice of said property, if
any, bearing interest
at the rate of twelve
percent (12%) per
annum from the date
of sale until paid,

having the force and
effect of a Judgment.

(b) The proper-
ty shall be sold sub-
ject to any ease-
ments and restric-
tions of record in the
Floyd County Clerk's
Office and such right
of redemption as may
exist in favor of the
United States of
America and/or the
record owners there-
of.

(c) The pur-
chaser shall be
required to assume
and pay all Floyd
County and City of
Prestonsburg, Kent-
ucky, real property
taxes for the year
2002, and all subse-
quent years which
are not yet due and
payable. Any and all
delinquent Floyd
County and City of
Prestonsburg,
Kentucky, real estate
taxes will be paid
from the sale pro-
ceeds.

(d) In the event
the Plaintiff is the pur-
chaser of the above
described property
for an amount equal
to, or less than, its
first lien, it shall take
a credit against said
lien for the amount of
the bid and no bond
shall be required of
the Plaintiff, and it
shall only be obligat-
ed to pay court costs,
the fees and costs of
the Master Commi-
ssioner and any real
estate taxes asse-
ssed against the real
estate.

Any announce-
ments made on date
of sale takes prece-
dence over printed
matter contained
herein.

PLAINTIFF'S
COUNSEL:
Hon, Lori R. Leach
Lemer, Sampson &
Rothfuss
P.O, Box 5480
Cincinnati, Ohio
45201-5480

WILLIAM S.
KENDRICK
Master
Commissioner
P. O. Box 268
Prestonsburg,
Kentucky 41653
(606) 886-2812

NOTICE OF
INTENTION TO
MINE
PURSUANT TO
APPLICATION
NUMBER 836-
5416, RENEWAL

In accordance with
KRS 350.055, notice
is hereby given that
DS Energy, Inc., P.O.
Box 2864, Pikeville,
Kentucky 41502, has
applied for renewal of
a permit for an under-
ground coal mining
operation, located
0.90 mile west of
Woods in  Floyd
County. The pro-
posed operation will
disturb 1.55 surface
acres and will under-
lie 853.86 acres, and
the total area within
the permit boundary
will be 855.41 acres.

The proposed oper-
ation is approximate-
ly 0.25 mile East from
KY 194’'s junction
with KY 1428, and
located adjacent to
Cow Creek.

The operation is
located on the Lancer
U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 min-
ute quadrangle map.
The surface area to
be disturbed is own-
ed by Coal-Mac, Inc.,
Dick & Faye Burchett,
America Frasure and
John Gordon Goble.
The operation will un-
derlie land owned by
Jimmy Joe Burchett,
Charles & Darvin
Burchett, Brad &
Sally Goble & Marw-
ood Land Co.

The application has
been filed for public
inspection at the
Department for Sur-
face Mining Reclam-
ation and Enforce-
ment's Prestonsburg
Regional Office, 3140

South Lake Drive,
Prestonsburg, Ken-
tucky 41653. Written
comments, objec-
tions or requests for a
permit conference
must be filed with the
Director, Division of
Permits, No. 2
Hudson Hollow, U.S.
127 South, Frankiort,
Kentucky 40601.

COMMON-
WEALTH OF
KENTUCKY

FLOYD COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT
DIVISION Il
C. A. NO.: 02-ClI-
01/88
PRINCIPAL RESI-
DENTIAL MORT-

GAGE INC,
PLAINTIFF

VS.

UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF
STEVE BREWER
DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF
PENDING
LITAGATION
LEGAL NOTICE

The above action
has been filed
against the unknown
spouse of Steve
Brewer, whose last
known address is 11
Pinabluff Cove,
Harold, Kentucky 41-
635, and others. The
purpose of this suit is
to enforce a mort-
gage due and pay-
able to the Plaintiff by
Steve Brewer and
others. The unknown
spouse of Steve Bre-
wer may claim an
interest in the subject
property. If you
believe that you are
the unknown spouse
of Steve Brewer, you
should contact the
Hon. Michael R.
Brinkman, attorney
for the Plaintiff, PO
Box 5480, Cincinnati,
Ohio, 45201-5480, or
via telephone at
(513) 241-3100 to
obtain further infor-
mation conceming
this lawsuit.

This the 23rd day of
December, 2002,

ADAMS & HARRIS
107 S. ARNOLD
AVENUE
SUITE 102
PRESTONSBURG,
KY 41653

JOHNNY RAY
HARRIS
WARNING ORDER
ATTORNEY

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Housing Auth-
ority of Prestonsburg
does not discriminate
in admission or acc-
ess to, or treatment
of, or employment in
subsidized housing
on account of race,
color, religion, nation-
al origin, sex, age,
disability or martial
status.

Telephone 606-886-
2717 OR B800-648-
6056 - (For Hearing
Impaired) The
Housing Authority of
Prestonsburg  has
decent, affordable
rental housing locat-
ed, in the Presto-
nsburg area for all
qualified applicants.
Rent is based on
income. For more
information, please
call 606-886-2717 or
606-886-6423, or st-
op by the offices
located in the com-
plexes at Green Ac-
res, North Lake Dr-
ive, and Dixie in the
Goble-Roberts Addi-
tion, in Prestonsburg,
KY. We do business
in accordance with
the Federal Fair
Housing Law,

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Prestonsburg
Housing  Authority
would like to remind
anyone who may be
making excavations

near or on the
Housing  Authority
property, that it is
necessary to report
to the Housing
Authority before
doing any work, and
to report any incident
of gas odor in the
Housing  Authority
community.

Phone Numbers of
persons to contract:

Prestonsburg
Housing Authority
(606) BB6-2717
Daytime Hours
8:30-4:30
After Hours:
Donald Nelson,
Maintenance
Supervisor

ubscribe |

(606) 454-1603
Charles Shell,
Maintenance Staff
(606) 454-1604
Brenda Harris,
Executive Director
(606) 886-2519

e —

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is a Notice of a
Divorce  complaint
being commenced
against Honald Gillis
Goodson, by Plaintifi
Angela Jean Good-
son, in Forsyth Cou-
nty, North Carolina, in
the General Court of
Justice District Court
Division with file#02
CVD 5751.

oday
§6-8506
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@ REMEMBER! WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY DEAL BY $200 o
OR WE'LL GIVE YOU $300 CASH BACK. PERIOD!
II 5 - 1 /

Envoys and Yukons

Plus, You Can Buy
All New Vehicles at

2003 Pontiac Sunfire

Wy \I , :SRP ST:,‘I“-W
i ont $14,522.00 o
60 months ¢ REBATE ~35.000.00 ’
o, oy o XS $11,522.00
i Additional

Rebates added
to selected new
vehicles!

Only at John Gray’s
Thursday - Saturday
Dec. 26-Dec. 28

2003 . rand Prix

=l ﬂqw mm ‘:i 3 MSRP $23,425.00
ounts as moh @A/ | e s

$6,000 o

- N -
2003 Buick LeSabre lnte"";"z was febates 55 pis ; .
MSHP $27,985.00 o iQh AR . i
Cost $25,256.00 rates as gh as T = §
REBATE _ - §3,000.00 o L ———— - , .
2003 Pontiac Grand Am | | i
$22,256.00 o MSRP $19,560,00 & .
o e ’ Cost §$17,540.25
: ' ‘02 Ponting SUNNI . . ...« $9,006 ‘00 Portiac Grand Prix . ... ... $8.008 REBATE. .~ -$95.000.00  (Feily
‘02 Buick LeSabre .. ....... $14,708 00 Ford F180 dx4 ... ... ... $17.995 $14,540.25
VZGMCEWOY .ccvvionnas 524,498 00 Chev.1500 Ext. Cab 4x4 . 518,005 :
02 Chavy Mallbu ., ... . ... 312,008 ‘00 Chevy Mallbu . ... ....... 59,905 -
02 Dodge Intrepld . ., ..., .. $12095 ‘SO Ford Ranger .. ... ...... $7,908
‘02 Chevy Sllvarado . ..., ... $24.998 ‘80 Ford Contour .., ... ..... 56,008
1/.%02 OIdB AIOTO + &\ - v v ovoeas $12,006 '99 Chevy Monte Carlo, V6 . . . S8 806
o il R ‘02 Ninsan Pathfinder . . ... .. $23,0068 ‘00 ::rl!!lelgr::'ld Prix GT .. .$10,008
102 Chevrolel 1500 4x4 . . . .. 18,005 99 Plymouth Bresxe .. ......
2003 GMC Sonoma 3 m.lr'.f&'&'.:; 4xa ‘:a:'m ‘09 Dodge Ram 1500 Ext. Cab .ﬁ:ﬁ
MSAP $18.737.00 ‘01 Dodge Neon ........... 57,905 ‘99 Chevrolet Tahoe 4x4 . . . .. $12,008
Cont $14.426.97 07 Chevy Luming ... ....... £9,005 ‘08 Chevy Blazer 4x4 .. .. .. 512,996
: R ot Papngar Plokiip . MIS 988 "u DA Wepel Quethor) - 06488 2003 Buick Century
$11,426.37 01 Chevrolet 1600 Piekup . . $13,008 ‘08 Chevrolel Monte Cario . . 56,308 MSAP $22,660.00
'01 Chirysler PT Grulsor . .. .. $12,006 ‘97 Chevy Cavalier .. ....... £3,198 Cost $20,363.98
| '00 Dodge Ham Ext. Cab ... 813,008 ‘07 Chrysler LHS .. ........ 56,405 REBR 500,
We guarantee to beat any deal by $200
or we'll give you $300 cash back. PERIOD! $17,369.98
U.S. 23/460 Exiv, Paintsville

606-297-4066
1-800-346-4066

2003 GMC s ¥ @_Z] GRAY
Cont $28,996.30 x :

online at
szsmao EONTIAC mu.: - DAIVEN TO EXCEED * All vahicies plus tax, title and licanas.
L. . N T P ——r We Ars BLUICK: Menitdy Senvica "By tal down pay t miy ba requl

Professional Grade s AN Good  (Amiomer Salisfication * Pratos for iustration purposes only
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H.L. “Printer” Goble, one of the founders of The Times,
sets type on the model 14 “Bluestreak” linotype
machine in the early 1950s.

Jim Goble takes some typesetting pointers from his father, Times co-founder H.L. Goble, early in his career.

Goble has been

at ‘The

mes’

67 out of 75 years

by LORETTA BELACKBURN
Starr WRITER

ames Edward Goble, 83, in Prestonsburg, said
that he could remember standing on a stool at 8
vears old to clean the brass printing rules and
more than 60 years later, he is still with The
Floyd County Times as an avid proofreader.
Goble was bom to Henry Lafayette and
Erma Huff Goble on May 19, 1919, in Prestonsburg. His
father was instrumental in the establishment of the Floyd
County Times in 1927

Goble started officially working part-time when he was
still at Prestonsburg High School in 1935 and has worked
as a printer, pressman and linotype operator,

Goble said that he had only one other job and that was
shortly after graduating from Prestonsburg High School in
1937. He worked for a period of approximately 18 months
in 1937 and 1938 for The Pike County News. He officially
retired from The Floyd County Times on Sept. 30, 1989,
but still continues to work as a proofreader.

Goble and Marie Prater were married on Sept. 19, 1941,
and he says they are still happily married after 61 years
They have one son, Charles Edward Goble, and three

daughters, Katherine Lynn Schornak, Ella Louise McCray
and Erma Lana Slaughter. Goble has three grandchildren,
Michael Jerome Schomak, Benjamin Joseph Slaughter and
Paul James Slaughter.

Goble’s oulstanding stability is evident in other areas of
his life as well. He has been a member of the First
Presbyterian Church in Prestonsburg for 67 years and has
been a long-time elder of the church, as well as a former
member of the Session, local church goveming body,
which he served as clerk for many years. Goble also previ-
ously served as Sunday school superintendent for several
years and still sings in the senior choir.

Goble has been a member and previously the master of
Zebulon Lodge No. 273, F&AM, for 56 years and has
served as secretary for the lodge for 43 years. He is a dual
member of East Point Lodge No. 657 F & AM. which he
has served as an officer, and is a 50 year member and past
high priest of Prestonsburg Chapter No. 182, Royal Arch
Masons. He is also a member of Ted Adams Lodge of
Research and the York Rite bodies, both in Paintsville.
Goble is a past District Deputy Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Kentucky, F&AM, has served as a member of the
credentials and publicity committees of the Grand Lodge
and has recently served as the Grand Pursuivant of the
Grand Lodge. He has served the Grand Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons as committee member of chapters under dis-
pensation, as @ member of the bylaws commitiee, has pre-
viously served as president of Jenny Wiley Chapter No.
3528, AARP, and has been serving as secretary/treasurer
for several years,

Goble's loyalty and perseverance has been an asset o
the Floyd County Times, as well as to the community he
lives in, and to the many people his selfless service bene-
s
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by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WRITER

In its 75 years of publishing,
The Floyd County Times has
missed only one issue, when 27
inches of floodwater crept into
the building during the 1957
flood. The issue was half com-
pleted when the water overtook
the staff’s efforts, but was fin-
ished and put on shelves at the
first available opportunity.

To date The Floyd County
Times has been flooded three
times and burned twice since
opening its doors in 1927. It was
on Friday, June 17 of that year
that the first issue was printed,
and since that time — through
floods, fires and some changing
of hands — The Floyd County
Times has maintained a set
course.

For well over half a century
the backbone of this endurance
was Times Editor Norman Allen,
Allen was the editor when the
first issue rolled off the press in
1927.

Allen, at the helm with partner
H.L. Goble, who was the busi-
ness manager and printer/lino-
type operator, began his long rela-
tionship with the paper at its first
office located on Court Street in
Prestonsburg.

The resolve that was fo
become the driving force behind
the newspaper was tested early
when one year later, in 1928, a
fire destroyed the building. Alien,
stifled briefly but not defeated,
managed not only to reopen, but
to expand.

On June 1, 1928, with new
partner C.B, Latta Sr., Allen
bought out the rival Prestonsburg
Post from A.C. Harlowe for

BTO00. Fnrliiwe had sseped mined

— History of the Floyd County Times —

edited the Post since 1914. A
move was made to the old
Bargain Store building and the
presses were running again.

It would be a mere nine years
later when another deal and relo-
cation would bring The Times to
its present location on what was
then Third Street.

In 1937, Allen bought out his

Through the years, Allen and
his children continued their
enduring commitment to publish-
ing a comprehensive county-wide
newspaper. Adjusting to changes
in the business, such as the switch
in 1972 from laborious movable
type to offset printing, Allen
established the paper he helped
build. Allen’s children, David,

Allen’s daughter and assistant,
Barbara, who would ultimately
inherit her father’s position as
publisher.

The new position came to her
tragically, however, after Norman
Allen died on March 24, 1986.

The long-time editor and his
wife, Alka, were retumning from
Lexington when Allen lost con-

partner and made the move to
Third Street. One year later, in
1938, H.L. Goble’s son, James E.
Goble, joined the newspaper staff
and remains at The Times today
as a proofreader. H.L. Goble’s
other sons — John H. and Charles
A. — also followed him in the
printing business. H.L. Goble
continued to work at The Times

el s tlenth in 105879

Barbara, Sharon, Paul Neil and

Quentin, became intimately
involved in the newspapering
business.

Both Sharon and Quentin
worked briefly with their father
and then moved on while David
became advertising manager and
Paul Neil became a photographer
and refined his skills as a dark-

rooom expert. Bor it wounld e

trol of the car near Campton and
plunged over a lakeside embank-
ment. Allen suffered a broken jaw
in the accident, while his wife
sustained several serious injuries
as well. After nearly a month at
the Good Samaritan Hospital in
Lexington, Allen died at the age
of 83.

His daughter, Barbara Allen
vl wewk nie

Foinen Timrs

YEARS

publisher for about two years
before retiring and selling the
paper to Smith Newspapers Inc., a
company established in 1972 by
Fort Payne. Ala. native Ben M.
Smith. The company was incor-
porated under the new title of
Floyd County Newspapers Inc. in
a deal finalized on June 17, 1988.
In those negotiations Smith
Newspapers acquired 100 percent
of The Times, which was, at that
time, the state’s largest selling
weekly, as well as one-third own-
ership in Kentucky Highlands

Inc,, which operated the
Prestonsburg plant where the
paper was printed.

Smith, which also owned the
Appalachian News-Express at
that time, would place current
News-Express publisher Marty
Backus at the helm as both pub-
lisher and president of Floyd
County Newspapers Inc.

The Times continued under the
Smith flag until 1998, when it

was sold to Community
Newspapers  Holding  Inc.
(CNHI).

The Times remains under the
ownership of CNHI with Rod
Collins as publisher. Collins is
also publisher of fellow CNHI
paper, The Hazard Herald.

The Times, which has won
numerous editorial and advertis-
ing awards, including recognition
in 1990 as the state's best multi-
weekly paper, has endured much
through its 75 year history as a
staple business in Floyd County.
The newspaper Norman Allen
pushed to become a voice “of and
for Floyd County™ has progressed
and grown with the ever-changing
technology that keeps newspapers
on the cutting edge, updating each
year and moving ahead in com-

mitment and aguality
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| reg. $59.99

ENERGETIC
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Surviving
History

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WRITER

he first issue of The Floyd County Times
was distributed on June 17, 1927, and
offered 10 front page stories, as well as an
announcement and call for local editorials
written by Floyd County citizens.

Prize money in the amount of $10
worth of gold was also offered to the Floyd Countian
who performed the best work as a correspondent,
bringing news from their area of the county to the
attention of the newspaper.

The stories making up that first issue, which ran
$1.50 for a one-year subscription, were varied and
give us an interesting glance at what was happening
in the county 75 years ago.

Among those stories are
reports of contract letting for the

Three Beaver Road, as it was then
called, which was to run. accord-

of “‘le ing to surveys at time time, for a
distance of approximately 20

10 front miles from Allen to Lackey.
In a related story, the Floyd
page County Fiscal Court accepted a
m; bid of 537.000 from T. Ranier
for construction of five or six
'I'llﬂl' ran sections of highway to be initiat-
ed along Bug Mud Creek.
Fl'id.y A story was included to report
the to anxious Floyd Countians that
in the typhoid threat spreading

across the state was to be
SE——— “stemmed” by aid from the Red

Of 'l 927 Cross. The Red Cross estab-

lished five health centers in as

dealt many towns to deal with the

m infectious threat, It was totaled
that nearly 5,000 persons had

murders. been inoculated against the dis-
ease.

Three of the 10 front page
stories that Friday in the summer of 1927 dealt with
murders.

One reported the death of Jack Collins, a Johns
Creek man, who was killed instantly when an
unknown slayer shot him in the chest with a shotgun.
Warnie Cline was accused of the Collins murder and
later arrested, but escaped from custody while being
transported by mule to Prestonsburg. Collins” killer
was, at that time, still unknown.

Another murder-related story that ran in the
paper’s first issue dealt with a two-year-old murder
case. An unidentifed man was brought from Kansas to
be questioned about the 1925 death of Floyd Countian
Homer Bayless, reports said. It was hopeful at the
time that the line of questioning would help authori

See HISTORY, page 16
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by SHELDON COMPTON
StaFF WRITER

In 1930 the small town of
Wheelwright, then owned and operated
as a mining town by Consolidated Coal
Company, received a shock when the
founding company sold its mining
rights and the tiny town that had sprung
up around it to Chicago-based steel
manufacturer, Inland Steel, Inc.

Inland Steel found the metallurgical
qualities of the coal seams a desirable
enough temptation to extend their
efforts further into Eastern Kentucky.
The company would eventually mine
coal in Virginia and West Virginia, as
well as Kentucky.

But, the initial shock aside, the deal
would prove to be an especially good
one for the workers and residents of

Wheelwright.

Inland Steel was quick to place
strong-willed visionary E.R. “Jack”
Price as manager of coal properties.
Price, a welfare capitalist, would
approach those duties and also make
large strides in forming a small town
into a thriving, self-sufficient communi-
ty.

Price felt it was a good investment (o
be interested in community welfare and
improvement, in addition to his work
toward ensuring mine safety and effi-
ciency.

From this belief, Price engaged
Inland Steel 1o modernize its coal oper-
ations and properties. He worked just as
hard on improvement of roads through
paving and the renovation of existing
homes as he did overseeing mine opera-
tions. The result was a success and

improvement spread across the commu-
nity of Wheelwright, Before long the
mining town boasted its own library,
hospital, hotel, nine-hole golf course,
movie theater, bowling alley and depart-
ment store.

And so Wheelwright grew.

For over 30 years the once small
coal camp continued to prosper under
the close and watchful eye of Price.
Wheelwright was coined a “model”
mining town and was recognized across
the nation as a the leading example for
the potential of a well-run mining com-
munity. In time, it would be commonly
referred to as “the town that Jack built.”

But with the mid-1960s came a trend
in the coal indusiry that saw the cost of
coal plummet. Numerous strikes had cul
production and in January 1966, Inland
Steel sold its “model” town and its

mines to Island Creek Coal Company.
The shock this time around would be
felt county-wide, as well as by
Wheelwright workers and citizens.

After announcement of the sale,
Inland spokesmen said their decision
was based on the ability to now mine
coal for the production of coke, a key
ingredient in the steel making process,
in their home state of Illinois. This tech-
nological advancement, coupled with a
dramatic drop in the cost of transporting
mined coal to their plants, were the key
factors given at the time.

At the time Inland sold their hold-
ings to Island Creek Coal Company,
their operations supplied 40 percent, or
about 1.6 million tons, of the 4 million

See COAL TAMP, page 22
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Ainercan Heart
Assirciation

www.americanheart.org

PSA

We've Moved

But not too far
Who moved?

MAYNARD INSURANCE
AGENCY

Has moved to its new location, still
along US 23 at Harold. Across from
Gearheart Communication. Beside
Bingo Dome.

B We're Celebrating so every customer
that stops by our new office get a FREE
Coffee Mug.

SPECIAL!

B Low auto insurance quotes
B Life, health, cancer plan

B Mobile homes-dwelling

B Commercial Insurance

Billy Maynard, Owner
says call or come in today.
Phone: Still 478-9500

Toll Free: 1-800-788-4397

Turn in Left Pinhook Road, entrance
just off US 23. Across from Gearheart
Communication, beside Bingo Dome

1933: Five killed in election

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WRITER

It goes without saying that local
school board meetings today may get
out of hand from time to time. There
just seems to be something about
school-based agenda items that can
force tension and bring the worst out
in people.

But never has a school-related
meeting veered more out of control
than during the 1933 Prater Creek
school trustee election.

That election, held Saturday, July
6, 1933, in a schoolhouse at the head
of Prater Creek, according to accounts
al the time, pitted what became two
factions against one another, both sup-
porting their own candidates. The

results of such a standoff left five peo-
ple shot to death and six others
wounded in a bitter battle.

Left dead that summer afternoon
were Wilburn Conn and Wayne Click.
Green Conn, Mimms Conn and his
son, Millard Conn, died the following
day from gunshot wounds sustained
during the shootout. Mimms Conn’s
other son, Lawrence Conn, was shol
through the bowels during the battle
and was also reported to be in a “dying
condition™ at the time.

The two men vying for the trustee
position were Amold Robinette and
Sol Sammons, and it was Sammons
who wuas in the lead with two votes
when two people showed up to submil
their ballots.

Apparently making their intentions

to vote for Robinette very clear upon
arrival, which would have brought the
election to a standsull, Green Conn, a
key supporter for Sammons, stepped
in and announced that the polls were
about to close,

Immediately, persons from both
groups grabbed at the poll results.
This, in turn, gave way to a physical
altercation, which quickly exploded
into the bloody exchange of gunfire.

Witnesses at the time said there
was no sign of drinking at the election
site but that there had been ill feelings
between the two groups. It was report-
ed that the two sides had combined to
spend approximately $500 in the
school district.

See KILLED, page 22

1948: Blackcats take
state baseball crown

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WRITER

Before 1948 there had never been a
Floyd County sports team to win a
state championship event.

The Prestonsburg Blackcals base-

ball team had come close four consec-
utive years as regional champs with a
chance to compete in the state tourna-
ment, but had not produced a trophy.
That would change on June 10,
1948, when thal season’s Blackcat
baseball team. led by Couach John R.

Eibner, traveled to Parkway Field in
Louisville and returned to Floyd
County the state baseball champs of
Kentucky.

En route to the championship

game, the Blackcats first defeated
rivals Ft. Knox, then Central City and
finally Newport Catholic in the final
game by a score of 12 to 3.

In the first inning, the Blackcats
slammed Newport's star pitcher, scor-
ing six runs and creating a lead they
would sustain throughout the rest of
the game.

Standout Blackeat pitcher Howard

See CROWN, page 23
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Working together for over 75 years
Two Floyd County Traditions

WE MAKE
THE WORLD'S
BEST MATTRESS!

The “NORTHSTAR” Deluxe
PREFECT SLEEPER

499 *199

QUEEN SET KING SET

Westmont

Thick

and WE MAKE

foP sargrices are an low
that

| COME AND SER FOR .
YUURSELVES

Howard

Furniture Store

Wast Prestonsburg, Ry,
s -

IIIST UP THE

serfa;

WE MAKE
Il{l W 1[1[:\

STREET FROM THE
NEW COURT HOUSE

THE WORLD'S
BEST MATTRESS!™

Soft

oerta

WE MAKE
THE WORLD'S
BEST MATTRESS!

‘99 139

TWIN SET FULL SET

iMIS-MATCH: :MIS-MATCH:
{Cash & Carry) (Cash & Carry)

Sanal

WE MAKE
THE WORLD'S

South Central
Prestonshurg
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" [~ NEW OFFICE 3/
% SAME QUALITY CARE

Dr. Narong Chalothorn,

“Dr. Charlie,”
has joined Big Sandy
Health Care, Inc.

Dr. Charlie will be seeing patients
at Hope Family Medical Center in
Salyersville and Physicians for
Women in Prestonsburg, beginning
January 2, 2003.

Dr. Charlie
is board certified in
Obstetrics and
Gynecology.

Hope Family Medical
Center and Physicians
for Women Center
accept Medicare,
Medicaid and most
insurance plans,
including
Blue Cross/Blue Shield,
Anthem and UMWA.

Call today to
schedule an
appointment with

Dr. Charlie.

Physicians for Women
5230 KY Route 321, Suite 2
Prestonsburg, KY 41653
(606) 886-8997

Hope Family Medical Center
835 Parkway Drive
Salyersville, KY 41465
(606) 349-5126

Subsidiaries of Big Sandy Health Care, Inc.

“A proud tradition of providing access to quality health care.”

1949: Dewey

-

Dam paves way
to flood control,
tourism

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WRITER

Completion of Dewey Dam on July 22, 1949, provided
flood control and formed Dewey Lake. Both would later
become the centerpiece of Floyd County only state park,
Jenny Wiley State Resort Park.

The park, built to highlight Dewey Lake and give
Floyd County a boost in tourism, was completed in 1954
and has since provided local, state and out-of-state visi-
tors with any number of recreational options. The park
offers boating, fishing, skiing, camping and many other
activities.

In 1962, May Lodge was dedicated by former
Prestonsburg resident and Kentucky Gov. Bert T. Combs.
Named for Andrew Jackson “Jack™ May, a local politi-
cian who served as 7th District Congressman from 1930
to 1946, the lodge would be followed two years later with
completion of an outdoor amphitheater on July 11, 1964.

However,these developments, which have led to one of
the county’s biggest tourism attractions, could not have
been made possible without completion of Dewey Dam,

Built by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the dam,
which is named for Navy Admiral George Dewey. is an
impressive achievement in construction, standing 118 feet
high and stretching 913 feet long. It was constructed
along Johns Creek and remains operated by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

Likewise, without the dam there would be no Dewey
Lake. Formation of the lake has given Jenny Wiley State
Resort Park a centerpiece, the livelihood of any success-
ful park. Each summer the local resident who may be
passing through the park will quickly find themselves
slowed behind visitors from all areas who have stopped,
camera in hand, to capture a setting sun gleaming red-
orange across the calm surface of Dewey Lake.

The lake, which is also maintained by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, has 1,100 acres of surface area, is
18.5 miles long and has a copious 52 miles of shoreline
from which to fish or boat or just enjoy a leisurely picnic.
Vigitors who travel to visit the lake and park each year
number in the thousands, but the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, and ultimately area residents as well, have
additional interests in the dam.

The Dewey project was, and remains, part of the inte-
grated flood reduction system which the Corps operates
for the entire Ohio River Basin. Ideally, when the lakes in
this system are operated in conjunction as a storage sys-
tem, flood crests along the Ohio are significantly
reduced.

Consideration for the condition of the lake and park
was never more clearly illustrated when on April 20 of
this year an estimated 200 bags of trash were removed
from the lake and surrounding shoreline during what was
termed, Operation Clean Sweep.
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1949: Unsolved murder
stunned Prestonsburg

1957:

by SHELDON COMPTON
STaFF WRITER

Eastern Kentucky has
seen its share of blood spilled
due to murders, and Floyd
County has contributed its
fair amount to that list,
including what was coined
then as the most brutal mur-
der to date, the vicious death
of Muriel Baldridge on July
27, 1949.

The investigation of the
murdered Prestonsburg High
School cheerleader that

resulted the following year
was, perhaps, one of the most
bizarre in the county's histo-
ry.

Indicted for double
charges of murder and con-
spiracy to commit murder in
connection to the slaying
were two Prestonsburg resi-
dents, one of whom was a
well-known and respected
member of the Prestonsburg
Board of Education.

Lon S. Moles, a 60-year-

See MURDER, page 10

Flooding destroys

much of Floyd County

by SHELDON COMPTON

StarF WRITER

Mention floods in Floyd County and a few
may remember the waters that overtook
Prestonsburg in 1929, and many will recount
the flood of 1977. The August floods last year

may stand out for

The city of Martin alone estimated cost

damages of about $1.2 million, while Allen
guessed its costs to be approximately $500,000,

others. But, by far,
the biggest response
will be stories from
the first week of
February 1957.
During that first
week, following sev-
eral days of rain
which filled the Big
Sandy River, the
river overflowed and
drenched Floyd
County in mud and
water to a degree
that has not since
been paralleled.
Compared at the
time to the county’s

first major flood in 1862, the 1957 flood saw
the Big Sandy River spill over onto scores of
towns, including Martin, Allen, Betsy Layne,
Tram, Mare Creek, Emma, Dwale, Harold,
Lancer, Prestonsburg and others. Thousands of
homes were destroyed and thousands of people
were homeless and without food as a result of

the extensive flooding which covered the coun-

ty from Bowman to Prestonsburg.

One resident, Glenn Spradlin, who was then
a cashier at First Guaranty Bank in
Prestonsburg, speculated that it would take the
county no less than 25 years to fully recover

from the devastation
of the flood. Spradlin
and other employees
of the bank were
busy with cleanup of
their own afier see-
ing water seep into
the bank vault and
leave $5,000 in dam-
ages.

At Martin, five
miles from the banks
of the Big Sandy, the
floodwaters covered
parking meters and
stood 10 feet deep in
streets. It was report-
ed that every busi
ness in the town had

been destroyed, as well as 80 percent of the
homes. Two stores reported damages of about
$80,000 each.

Water streamed into the Martin Theater so
completely that a boatsman swung in, rowed
up to the screen and then back out again,

_according to reports.

See FLOOD, page 10

Celebrating
Over 26 Years

of Serving
The Big Sandy

SANDY

“The King of Comfort”

HEATING

* RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL (NEW & OLD)

« ALL METAL DUCTWORK i
o HEAT PUMPS-GAS FURNACES-A/C  sa
« GEOTHERMAL @
* FINANCING AVAILABLE

« LICENSED & INSURED M04205 ==

LE ” ” ﬂx www.bigsandyheating.com

MOST BRANDS

24 HOUR

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Toll Free! 1-888-207-HEAT (4328)

297-Cool

(4328) . (2665)

SERVING: JOHNSON - FLOYD - PIKE - MARTIN - MAGOFFIN - LAWRENCE
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Murder

B Continued from p38

old member of the local board of
education and veteran C & O freight
agent, was indicted on Feb. 4, 1950,
along with fellow Prestonsburg resi-
dent E.K. Dotson, for the murder of
Muriel Baldridge.

Before the two could even post
bond, a venue change to move the
impending trial out of the county was
entered. The trial would take place
later in Pike County, where both
Moles and Doison were being held
under separate bonds of $15,000.

The story of Baldridge's murder
is one that many PHS graduates
would later hear in whispers and
tales bordering on folklore.

On Monday, June 27, 1949,
Baldridge joined two friends as they
walked home from a carmival that
had taken place that evening. Near
the West Prestonsburg bridge, the
two left Baldridge, who reportedly
said she wasn’t afraid to walk by her-
self.

Her body would be discovered
early the next morning beside the
riverbank a little more than 50 feet
from the home of her parents and just
over 30 feet from the Dotson’s home.

The young cheerleader’s head
was smashed in — the damage a
result of five fatal blows to the head,
authorities later concluded. Officials
later said she had been struck near
the bridge and apparently dragged
the length of a small walking path
near the river's edge. Her necklace
was found hung in a small peach tree
that had been uprooted, possibility
from being clutched during a strug-
gle.

Numerous reports were given by
nearby residents who heard screams
coming from the direction where
Baldridge was found, including a
report from Dotson's home.

The days following found over 50
people  questioned, including
Baldridge's close friends and others.

According to court reports,
Dotson himself was later questioned
under “truth serum” and elicited no
information concerning the murder.

The indictment to include Moles
came with evidence that would be
submitted during a four-day trial.
The evidence seemed overwhelming
and was entered into trial by the
Commonwealth’s Attorney office
backed by 11 eleven testimonies in
the very first day of trial.

One of the more damning wit-
nesses against Moles at the time was
admitted bootlegger Clyde M.
Godsey and his wife. The Godseys
testified that Moles had arrived at
their house near midnight on the

See MURDER, page 14

Filood

Disturbing accounts from citizens atlempt-
ing to overcome the destruction of the flood
began to mount as the days passed.

Martin Hammond and his wife, trapped in
their store, struggled to keep their necks
above water until finally getting the attention
of upstairs neighbor Bill Martin, by tapping
overhead pipes with a knife. Martin, hearing
the tapping from beneath him, used a boat to
rescue the couple.

Patients were transported from Our Lady
of the Way Hospital to the McDowell

Memeorial Hospital, which was having trou-
bles of its own having caught fire three times
and was saved only by help from volunteer
townsmen.

Hall Brothers Funeral Home in Martin
was forced to bumn coffins in the days follow-
ing the spilling of the Big Sandy. Johnny Hall
pointed out that the water line in the building
was shoulder high.

All of Allen between Route 80 and Beaver
Creek was flooded with the exception of only
five homes. Many people put out by the flood

W Continued from p9

sought refuge in nearby vacant houses with-
out food or water. Some of those families
waited out the flood in this way for two days
and nights.

Allen resident Galloway Lafferty and his
family escaped to safety in the attic of their
home. They listened as the water in the rooms
below knocked around floating furniture.

The flood did not stop with homes and
businesses. U.S. 23 broke apart from the
force of the waters at the mouth of Cold
Water Branch and could allow only one-way
traffic even a week after the waters had sub-
sided.

Once the Big Sandy River returned to nor-
mal and Floyd County reemerged, muddy
and beaten, from beneath the waters, it was
estimated that the total cost of damages rested
at $20 million, not including another $12.5
million county officials estimated for dam-
ages lo bridges and other public losses.

THe American Red Cross helped in the
rehabilitation process and spent upwards of
$300.000 toward that effort.

The magnitude of the loss endured by
Floyd Countians prompted U.S. Senator John
Sherman Cooper to request flood control
work for Prestonsburg. He asked the Corps of
Engineers to begin plans on dam control and
protection work within a week after the flood
hit.

In all, 2,214 Floyd County homes were
affected during the flood.

1958: Floyd |

County’s
darkest
moment

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WRITER

On Feb. 28, 1958, perhaps the greatest tragedy to
ever touch Floyd County occurred when a school bus
carrying 47 Prestonsburg Grade School students
plunged into the Big Sandy River. Twenty-seven peo-
ple — 26 students and the driver of the ill-fated bus —
perished in the accident and left a county stunned.

The tragic accident, still considered the most signif-

See MOMENT, page 11
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Emogene Darby

Rita Cheryl Matney

Moment

James Edward Goble

Joyce Ann Matney

John Spencer Goble

Nannie Joyce McPeek

Anna Laura Goble

Randy Wallen

Margaret Louise Hunt

John Harlan Hughes

John Alex Derosett

icant school bus wreck in our
nation’s history, happened just
after 8 a.m. Friday, Feb. 28.
Reports at that time said the driver,
27-year-old John Alex Derossett,
was en route from the Emma-Cow
Creck section of the county when
his bus collided with a wrecker
also traveling the area near Knotley

Hollow, about three miles south of
Prestonsburg. The school bus,
according to eyewitness accounts
at the time, veered slowly across
U.S. 23, teetered momentarily on
the edge of the bank and then
dropped 50 feet into the rain-
swelled Big Sandy.

Led by Prestonsburg student

Bill Reedy, who was later credited
with managing to open the emer-
gency hatch in the rear of the bus,
20 students escaped through the
back of the bus before the river
water took the bus under. Those
students either swam or were
helped to safety.
Twenty-seven

others were

imprisoned within the bus as it
made its way into the cold
February waters.

Immediately the search for the
submerged bus, and ultimately the
27 victims, began. The search for
the bus itself ended the following
Sunday at approximately 2 p.m.,
when workers pulled it from the

W Continued from p9

water. Involved in the efforts were a
host of agencies and officials. Parents
of those missing lined the riverbank
and watched as workers pulled the
bodies of the students who had not
managed to escape before the bus
sank.

See MOMENT, page 14
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Moment

By the evening of that Sunday in
1958, authorities had accounted for
20 of the 27 missing victims. It
would be 71 days later, and with the
help of hundreds of National Guard
members, before the last of the
seven remaining victims would be
recovered.

It was while the search for the
missing seven continued that the
community of Prestonsburg and
surrounding cities and counties, as
well as neighboring states, would
come together in efforts to find the
victims and offer help to those who
lost children in the accident.

Al one point during the efforts,
when it seemed the National
Guard, which started with 500
members and cut that number to
176 as the days turned into weeks,
would pull out, locals formed a
committee aimed at continuing the
search until the seven remaining
victims were found. Perhaps
responding to this commitment,

W Continued from p11

then-Gov. A.B. Chandler reversed
the decision of his subordinates
and ordered National Guard mem-
bers to continue their search of the
river,

As much attention was given (o
the families grieving the loss of
their children. Hardly a week after
the bus made its fatal plunge into
the waters of the Big Sandy, a fund
drive for the victim’s families was
underway and quickly gaining
ground. The fund drive, spearhead-
ed by then Rural Highway
Commissioner J.B. Wells, who
appealed to fiscal courts statewide
to donate $100 each, had, in a mat-
ter of days, grown to $25,200.
Within another week, that amount
was $37,218. Funds were given to
the newly-formed Prestonsburg
School Disaster Committee.

The pictures of each of the 27
victims of that Feb. 28 tragedy are
displayed outside the Prestonsburg
Grade School’s auditorium.

Vurder

W Continued from p10

ight of the murder (authorities had placed
jaldridge’s time of death to be around 10:30
.m. the same night, less than two hours prior).
jodsey’s wife said under oath that Moles had
rrived at her home to buy a pint of whiskey.
he testified that he had asked her not to tum
1e lights on but, she told court, to to make
‘hange for a $20 bill. Mrs. Godsey told police
ater that she had seen bloodstains on Moles’
hirt upon turning the light on.

Approximately four hours later Godsey said
Aoles returned to buy a second pint and to ask
" anyone else had bought whiskey that night.
‘estimony at the time reported that Godsey
laimed Moles asked the husband and wife to
remember that he had never been there.”

The link for investigators was the discovery
f an empty pint of whiskey found along the
verbank near the murder scene. It was the
ame brand the Godseys claimed Moles had
urchased.

In addition to this evidence, several others
:stified during Moles’ trial to have noticed
cratches along his arms in the days following
1e murder.

A local gas station owner claimed under
ath that Moles had brought his vehicle in to
ave the seat covers changed only days after
1¢ murder. The station owner told investigators
1ere had been a stain on one of the seats but he
ouldn’t be positive as to its nature. He added
nly that Moles later disagreed with him about
/hen the seat covers had been changed, claim-
1g it had been nearly a month before the mur-
ers.

See MURDER, page 15

1963: Mountain Parkway links
Eastern Kentucky to the world

by SHELDON COMPTON
~ StaFF WRITER

Access to and from the mountains
of Eastern Kentucky had long been a
burden to which most in the area had
simply grown accustomed, albeit with
some sense of frustration. However,
Former Gov. Bert T. Combs would do
his part in whittling away at that limi-
tation by spearheading efforts that
resulted in the completion of the
Mountain Parkway in Janvary 1963.

The first four-lane, divided high-
way to penetraie the hills of Eastern
Kentucky, the Mountain Parkway, was
officially opened to travelers on Jan.
14, 1963, after two years of construc-
tion and countless hours of lobbying
from Combs and others. Those
involved with the project stressed that
the highway would open more than
just efficient routes for Eastern
Kentuckians. but also opportunities.

Many would now agree. The open-
ing of this area to Lexington and inter-
states 64 and 75 changed the perspec-

tive of a people, as well as their abili-
ty to more readily access other areas of
the state. For instance, younger gener-
ations were suddenly able to travel
with more ease to schools in such
places as Lexington, Richmond and
Morehead. In one fell stroke, the Big
Sandy Valley opened up, via a mod-
emn, high-speed link, to the long-dis-
tant Bluegrass arca. '

The parkway became. upon its
completion, the second toll road in the
state. Toll fees for the 43 miles of new
roadway from Winchester to Campton
were 80 cents, or 1.8 cents per mile.
Another 38 miles from Campton to

Salyersville would be added to the

parkway later. This section was two
lanes. '

Toll fees would later be done away
with, however. Booths — beth auto-
matic collection and manned — were
removed from the four-lane section in
1985, and from the two-lane section
the following year.

In the decade prior to the removal
of the toll booths. another change had

oceurred. In the late 1970s, a move
was made to spotlight the efforts of
mountain Gov. Bert T. Combs, the
man who, in a very real sense, made
the addition of the parkway a reality. It
was at this time, over a decade after
the opening of the highway. the park-
way's name was expanded to include
and honor Combs. Auxiliary plates
bearing the former governor’s name
were added along the tops of the cir-
cular signs already in place along the
parkway to commemorate the designa-
tion, officially making the Mountain
Parkway the Bert T. Combs Mountain
Parkway. .
During the conception of the idea
for a first ever tumpike leading from
the mountains and after its comple-
tion, the parkway itself had been, and
remains, an important connector route,
But it also serves as a major feeder
route as well, funneling traffic from
cities and towns in Floyd County as
well as other mountain locations such

See PARKWAY, page 16
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and opportunities

by SHELDON COMPTON
StaFe WRITER

Although surrounding counties had
already established institutions of higher
learning — Alice Lloyd in Knott County and
Pikeville College in Pike County, to name a
couple the development was one that

evaded Floyd County until the University of

Kentucky brought the opportunity of afford-
able and local college education into the
county seat of Prestonsburg in 1964.

After approval from the board of trusiees
at the University of Kentucky to include
Prestonsburg as the site for a community col-
lege and once several plans for construction
had been realized, Prestonsburg Community
College opened its doors to students on Sept.
3, 1964.

Registration leading up to the opening
was testimony to the fact that Floyd
Countians, as well as prospective students
from surrounding counties, were more than
ready to take advantage of the chance to fur-
ther their education locally.

According to reports weeks prior to the
first day of classes, there had already been
hundreds register to begin classwork. By July
28, more than a month before the doors were
to open, there were 244 registered students,
leading college officials to confidently
assume that breaking the 300 mark would be
a foregone conclusion.

Thought was given as well to students

Murder

who may have already began their college
careers with the inclusion of night classes
and extension classes for sophomores,
juniors and seniors, as well as graduate class-
es.

It was totaled by the end of July that 16
scholarships were already in place for some
students. The scholarships were made possi-
ble through contributions from area individu-
als and firms, mostly from Floyd County.
Also, committees quickly formed in sur-
rounding counties (o approach the same goal.

Those in Floyd County who were interest-
ed in helping in this endeavor were directed
to contact members or officials of the college
or to speak with the chairman of the scholar-
ship committee at that time, W.J. Reynolds
Jr., of Allen. Each scholarship grant was
$250, with the single exception of a $300
grant awarded to McDowell resident, Marcia
Ward.

Personnel for the college, which included
Director Henry A. Campbell and his assis-
tants, as well as teachers such as English
instructor and Pineville native Thomas C.
Knuckles.

Workers with Meade and Kendrick con-
tractors, who were applying finishing touch-
es on what would ultimately be a one-
year,$900,000 project, assured Campbell and
others that they would be prepared to move
on well before classwork was slated to begin.

See PCC, page 16

W Continued from p14

Further damaging to
Moles’ contention of inno-
cence in the murder was the
match of his shoes with
prints found along the river-
bank. Further, it was well-
known that Baldridge often
stopped at the nearby C & O
offices where Moles worked
to use the telephone, some-
thing she would have been
comfortable with, consider-
ing her father George
Baldridge was also an
employee with the company.

During his trial, Moles
contended that he had been
at home asleep at the time
Baldridge was killed.

Moles™ defense would
later put the accused murder-
er's wife on the stand. With
proper documentation to

support her complaints of
arthritis, Mrs. Moles said she
had been awake most of the
night on July 27 dealing with
related pain. She testified
that Moles had been asleep
beside her the entire time.

The Commonwealth,
which had been asking for
the death penalty against
Moles in the case, would be
made to settle for a “not
guilty” verdict. The decision
came from a jury consisting
of 10 men and two women
who deliberated just under
two hours before returning
the decision,

The jury’s decision to find
Moles not guilty of
Baldridge’s murder resulted
in Dotson’s case being dis-
missed and left literally thou-

sands of Prestonsburg resi-
dents without closure to what
had been, for many of them.
their first true exposure to
brutal murder.

During early court pro-
ceedings against Moles and
Dotson, it was reported that
upwards of 1,000 spectators
were present in the upstairs
circuit courtroom for the two
men's change of venue hear-
ing,

At the time the trial came
to a close, there was report-
edly $2,000 reserved in a
fund operated by citizens
determined to find
Baldridge's killer.

With Moles’ acquittal and
the dismissal of charges
against Dotson, the case was
never solved,

LocALLY OWNED BY NATHAN BEACHY
At Paintsville, take Rt. 40 toward the Stock Mkt.,

then Hwy. 172 (15 miles)

We Hand Craft Furniture For you
Bedrooms ¢ Dining Rooms ¢ Living Rooms
Custom Offices * Kitchen Cabinets
Start A Family Heirloom Collection...

“p Everything
» Handcrafted <

4-pc. Oak Bedroom Suite; Sleigh Bed, Dresser & Night Stand

Only $2,395.00
Winter 2003 [P1q Price List L
Beds Chests
| Number | Description | Ful'Queen | | [ Number | Description [ Price |
200 Beachy Bookcase $1045/51,100 41" Cedar $330
202 Boll Bed $770/$800 41" Oak $385
203 Mission Bed $715/8745 38" Cedar $300
204 Gullet Antique Bed $860/3880 36" Oak $340
205 Sleigh Bed $825/3865 36" Toy Chest (pine) $209
206 Pencil Shaker Sed $770/$800
207 Wrap Around $1,050/$1100 Chests of Drawers :
208 Windsor $700/$725 Number Price
For King size add $100 to Queen imu Is mn;?r l sﬁl
Add $500 for storage under bed 101 4 Drawer 28 x 37 $485
102 7 Drawer Triple 68 x 32 $880
Hutches 103 6 Drawer Double 50 x 30 $750
104 1 Drawer. 1Door N. S $305
[ Number | Description | Price | 105 1 Drawer N. S 75
Double Hutch $1,320 106 3 Drawer N. 6. gﬂo
Triple Hutch $1.870 107 Lingerie m
Comer Hutch §$1210 108 Clothes Center $1,210
109 Armoire s825
Pedestal Tables 2
[ Number | Description [ Price | | Mirrors 5
8072 Double Ped $825 = — -
. N Descrip Price
4456 Single Ped. Round Oval $650 I15u ]Huﬂ:h ior I ﬁ‘
4848 Singie Ped. 45" Round 3585 151 Tripie Landscape Mifror $a25
Added leaves S40 each  Tulip Ped. add $45 per pedestal 152 Single Landscape Micror §220
153 Mission Mirmor 5275
Leg Tables 154 Boll Mirror 8275
| Number | Description [ Prce ] . 3 : ; 3
5070 Sleg( D Tweo loaves 3660 Weoffefammyofchmrs,i’tmbegmm Sll'.’.;
4458 4 Leg (tumed) One leaf $805 per chair. *
Add $10 per leg for fluted 8
o S For cherry add 35% to total oak price. ,
Chairs Lt ¥ 3 = " * -
| Number | Description | Price | s S 'y
Wheat Back siso | BigSandy Woodshed
o sigs | 21408 Hwy 172
Windsor Rockes $225 West Liberty Kentucky 41472
Glider Rocker §305 Call 866-983-7433 10 arrange a time to meet us there

Toll Free 1-886-WUD-SHED or 606-522-3141

Mon.-Fri., 8-5 » Sat. by appointment * No Sunday calls, please.
FINANCING AVAILABLE
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W Continued from p15

By the end of August,
Prestonsburg Community College
had 324 students who had applied for
registration. By the first day of class-
es, Sept. 3, in spite of what Campbell
viewed as some possible confusion
about registration dates, nearly half
of those students showed up ready to
begin work. The registration dead-
line was extended in light of this to
allow time for the remainder to reg-
ister by week's end.

The first semester was viewed as
a general success, according to
Campbell, who was happy to report
that enrollment maintained through
those first few months, and the
school continues to be a convenient
alternative for hundreds of prospec-
tive students each vear.

W Continued from p14

as Pikeville, Paintsville, West
Liberty, Hazard and Irvine, among
others, to other parts of the state and
beyond. But perhaps most significant
were the changes the parkway pre-
cipitated in the economic growth of
the eastern portion of the state.

Opening of the Bert T. Combs
Mountain Parkway more than dou-
bled Kentucky's turnpike mileage.
expanding what was, at the time, 38
miles of turnpike to a much more
impressive 81 miles.

At its opening in 1963, total costs
for the building and construction of
the highway rested at an estimated
£39 million.

History

B Continued from p4

ties better find the man’s Kkiller,
Sherman Early.

A brief story, running two para-
graphs at the bottom right of the
front page, notified citizens that a
Louisville man, John Bush, had been
arrested while working at a mine in
Wheelwright. Bush had been wanted
for murder in Louisville.

In one tragically comic story, it
was reported that Kelly Kendrick
was shot on Cow Créek when he was
mistaken as a groundhog, “Hoot™
Shepherd turned himself over to
authorities after threc boys were
arrested as suspects in Kendrick's
death, confessing that he had been
the shooter.

The first issue of The Times also

See HISTORY, page 22

1977: Flooding tests
preparations, €Xxposes
weaknesses

by SHELDON COMPTON
StAaFF WRITER

It goes without saying that
Floyd County has had its share
of flood problems, a disturbing
trend that began with the flood
of 1957 and was most recently
capped off by the devastating
flood waters that swept the
county in August of last year.

But arguably one of the most
significant floods to drench the
county occurred during the first

week of April 1977.

It was in the spring of that
year, 20 years after the 1957
flood prompted the construction
of floodwalls and brought disas-
ter preparation to the attention of
the county, that the Big Sandy
River spilled from its tributaries.

The most affected sections of
the county were the Martin-
Allen and Betsy Layne-Harold
areas. Water rose higher in
Martin than the mark that had
been set in 1957, while business

owners struggled to save as
much as possible from buildings
where deep water had destroyed
most of the inventory.

The Beaver Creek area was
also hit hard, with only those liv-
ing in higher areas avoiding
damages. The same was true for
the lower sections of Allen,
Dwale, Betsy Layne, Stanville
and other communities along the
river.

Residents along Big Sandy
tributaries — Middle Creek,

Bull Creek, Beaver Creek, Cow
Creek, Mud Creek and others —
were dealt blows primarily from
backwaters.

The floodwalls built in
Prestonsburg shortly after the
1957 flood saved the central part
of Prestonsburg. Waters report-
edly crested at just half a foot
below the floodwall line, which
rested at 47 feet, but Lancer and
parts of southern Prestonsburg
and West Prestonsburg suffered
damage comparatively less than
the rest of the county.

When all was said and done,
floodwaters overtook a 15-coun-
ty area and damaged or
destroyed more than 9,000
homes. In Floyd County, the
number of homes affected stood
at 1,158, according to surveys
completed by HUD officials.

Millions of dollars in dam-
ages spurred help from Red
Cross representatives and oth-
ers. The Red Cross alone con-
tributed $4 million across the
I5-county region to the relief of
flood vietims, $297.586.95 of
which went directly to Floyd
County.
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1979: The year coal went bust

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WRITER

The 19708 saw more Eastern
Kentuckians become quick million-
aires than any other period in the
state’s history. This was due almost
entirely to a huge demand for coal
that lead many ambitious persons to
seck riches in the coal industry.

But that “boom”, as it was referred
to then, would just as swiftly go
“pbust” and leave Floyd Countians,
and a good many others throughout
the state, suffering emotional and
financial whiplash.

The trend in coal popularity was
arguably born of a 1973 oil embargo
initiated by the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC). The embargo forced an

energy crisis and generated a large
increase in the demand for coal.

Eastern Kentuckians — many of
whom had been working 9-t0-5 jobs
— responded promptly and within
months from that time were able to
have their own mining operations.

Upstart mines would bear the
names of sons and daughters, old
loves or a favorite hunting dog. The
possibilities were as endless as the
potential owners.

The 1973 oil embargo was certain-
ly the key event which thrust coal pro-
duction and prices mto this lucrative
profit range, but Kentucky had been
growing as a coal producing state
long before this move. In fact, by
1972, Kentucky was listed as the
nation’s number one coal producing
state — a position the state would

1981: Allen parts store
is scene of mass murder

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WRITER

Mass murder is a term not often
used here in our small corner of
Eastern Kentucky. But in the fall of
1981, those two words were on the
lips of quite a few Floyd Countians.

It was in October of that year
that a 70-year-old Printer man left
his horrible mark on Floyd County
history and spearheaded nothing
short of a massacre at an Allen parts
store.

Shortly after noon on Friday,

Oct. 16, 1981, William O. “Okie”
Bevins, entered Mountain Truck
Parts at Allen welding a semiauto-
matic rifle and left shortly after hav-
ing killed five men and injuring
three others.

According to reports at the time,
the slayings stemmed from an argu-
ment between Bevins and one of
the five victims, 28-year-old Roger
Click, which occurred earlier the
same day.

Click’s wife later told authorities

See ALLEN, page 18

hold, in spite of unsettling decline,
until 1988 when it was replaced by
Wyoming.

Eastern Kentucky, which con-
tributed its coal resources from the
Appalachian Basin Coal Field, would
hoast 35,902 underground and sur-
face miners — nearly four times more
than the western portion of the state,
which employed a little more than
11,000. The total number of
employed miners in Kentucky would
top out at 47,190.

These numbers reflect the state's
coal mimng employment for the year
1979, Matching the decline in coal
demand and prices, figures would
drop steadily over the next 20 years.
By the year 2000, the total number of
miners working in Kentucky would
sink to 15,500.

But perhaps the most telling fig-
ures can be found in comparing
enrollment of the United Mine
Workers of America (UMWA), the
powerhouse union which formed in
1890 and became one of the largest
unions in the country.

At its peak six decades ago, the
UMWA towered with over 700,000
members. Membership now stands at
a comparatively meager 30,000,

By the mid-1980s, Kentucky's
time in the sun had passed and the
rush of the energy-intensive steel
industry was over. The number of
mines and miners were declining,
while mechanization and technology
was on the rise.

With the unveiling of President
Bush’s coal-oriented energy plan in
May of last year, coupled with the

Produce relocates
to Louisa

by SHELDON COMPTON
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business had finally outgrown

Sept. 11 attacks roughly four months
later, which saw coal become
America’s secure fuel for electric
energy. the coal industry has enjoyed
something of a rebirth.

However, the revival may go
largely unnoticed by  most
Kentuckians due to labor shortages.

The cause for the shortage has
been heavily debated. Coal operators
say that emigration and lack of educa-
tion about the technological improve-
ments are (o blame, while unions dis-
agree, blaming, among other things,
an age-bias in hiring.

Whatever the case, an upswing in
the coal industry would be welcomed
by many who are quick to remernber
what effect such a trend had on the
lives of Eastern Kentuckians only a
few decades ago.
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l People know Pueblo for its...

. E %

Snaxzy Web Site? Famous Hot Salsa?
| (www.pueblogsa.gov)
‘ In Puebla, the free government information is alsa hot. Dip into the Consumer
Information Center web site, www.pueblo.gsa.gov. Or cal toltfree 1-888-8 PUEBLD to
| ﬁ“: order the Catalog. Sormy, s2isa not available through our web site or Catalog.

U5, General Services Admunislration
PSA

Happy Holidays

512 S. Mayo Trail, Paintsville, Ky. 41240

(606) 789-3551

1982: The Mud Creek
inic is born

by SHELDON COMPTON
STAFF WRITER

Well over 100 Floyd Countians pass
through the small town of Grethel and
stop at the Mud Creek Clinic each day
to see a doctor, have a prescription
filled or maybe to have an x-ray.

And each of these people may well

pass the small office just to the left of

the examination room entrance and
notice a well-kept lady bent studiously
at her desk, lost in paperwork or a
pressing telephone call. Some may
even wave o her or say hello, without
fully realizing the impact this one
woman has had on the lives she has

touched.

Most will simply know her as the
director of the clinic, a nice lady
always ready to give a smile and a kind
word — a hard working professional.
But even this flattering admiration falls
short in describing what Eula Hall's
contribution has meant for the people
of Floyd County.

The singlemost significant contribu-
tion Hall has given her fellow Floyd

Countians has been the formation of

the Mud Creek Clinic. Her strides in
making the Grethel health care facility
a well-rounded institution for furnish-
ing preventive health care services to

area residents has affected the lives of

countless people and placed her in the
Kentucky Women's Hall of Fame, an
honor bestowed upon her in 1987,
Although the clinic was opened at
its present location in 1982, Hall's
efforts began much sooner than that. It
was in 1973 the Pike County native ini-
tiated her healthcare crusade from her
own home in Grethel, calling the new
enterprise Mud Creek Clinic. Hall
moved into a trailer adjacent to her old
home at that time and would continue
in this fashion for nine vears until the
opening of the new clinic, At this time
Hall became the clinic’s social director
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State Auto
National
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getting auto insurance protection in
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that her husband had left their home, which
was near the parts store, saying he was
going to “call the law,”

Click would be shot six times and die
while attempting to place the call.

Four others were killed in Bevins® wake.
Michael Halbert, 28, of Martin, who was
part owner of the store, was shot twice and
killed. Rufus Hamilton, 42, of Ligon. was
killed after being shot seven times. Jarvey
Hamilton, 27, of Grethel, died after sustain-
ing three gunshot wounds. And Roger
Hatfield, 34, of Mohawk, W.Va., died in the
killing spree after being shot eight times by
the aged gunman.

Once the smoke cleared, officials found
that 26 .30 caliber bullets were fired into the
five victims, all of whom, according to the
state examiner at the time, had been shot
while incapacitated on the floor of the parts
store.

Reports from those who had managed to
escape told a vicious story of Bevins firing a
hail of bullets and then systematically
killing “anything that moved™ in the after-
math.

One witness, Charles May, who had the
unfortunate timing to enter the store minutes
after Bevins' arrival, said the killer asked
him if he recognized him, May quickly
explained that he did not, a move he later
said very likely saved his life.

Another witness, store employee Julian
Patrick, said that after the initial attack was

See ALLEN, page 19

See CLINIC, page 24

- 1996: Voters
~experiment with
county commission

by SHELDON COMPTON
STAFF WRITER

In 1996, 450 citizens of Floyd
County began an organization
with the purpose of changing the
county’s form of government.

By 1998, the group, which
called itself “Power to the
People” ia a host of advertise-
ments leading up to the election in
November 1996, saw the goals
for making that change become a
reality. Floyd County citizens
voted for the move from a magis-
trate form of government to a
commissioner form.

The change meant that rather
than four magistrates sitting on
the fiscal court along with the
county judge, there would be only
three county commissioners. The
county districts would be redrawn
and trimmed from four to three,

The best thing about the new

commissioner form. argued
Power to the People spokesman
Bobby Dean Stumbo, of
McDowell, was that, during the
general election, all county citi-
zens would vote for all three com-
missioners, putting, he said, more
power into the hands of the coun-
ty as a whole.

Stumbo and crew were not
without opposition, however.

Current magistrate at the time,
Jackie Edford Owens, District 2,
placed one advertisement after
another in the newspaper as well
as buying time on local radio sta-
tions hoping to curtail the move
for a new government system.

Owens argued that neighbor-
ing Johnson County, which was
then running under the commis-
sioner form of government and
remains so today, was “going

See VOTERS, page 23
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Allen

over. he was met with the working end of the
|8-inch barrel of Bevins' rifle jutting from
behind a work shelf. Patrick was questioned
in the same way and then told that if he ever
detailed anything about what had- happened,
he would be killed,

Three others were injured as a result of
Bevins' actions that fall afternoon. Left
wounded were Ron Bryant, 24, of Hueysville,
who was listed in serious condition shortly
after the incident at Central Baptist Hospital
in Lexington; Roy Dale Wright, 23, of Emma;
and Anderson Newsome, 42, of Ligon.

Police arrested Bevins at his home later
that day, where they reported he was sitling
calmly on his front porch. He was jailed local-
ly, but guickly moved to London for safe-
Keeping.

Upon his arrest, Bevins offered to both
police and court authorities the same account
that he would maintain throughout the trial to
come, that he had no memory of the occur-
rence.

Bevins told officials he had been injured in
a dynamite explosion in 1963 which had
caused him to suffer memory lapses since that
time.

He would later secure notable defense
lawyer Lester Burns to represent him in the

case, which saw him faced with five counts of

W Continued from p18

capital murder and three additional counts of
first-degree assault. But Burns, although eager
to take the case, would not be able to counter
the prosecution’s strong case against Bevins.

Also against Bevins was a 51-year-old
conviction against him for killing Harry
Music in 1929. That murder, which investiga-
tors pointed out afforded Bevins a life term at
that time, would have happened more than a
quarter of a century before the alleged dyna-
mite injury and consequent “memory lapses.”
However, the indictment against Bevins on
the 1929 conviction could not be found in
state archives.

A good deal of time was spent by prosecu-
tors in explaining that Bevins' close attention
to ensuring that everyone present at the parts
store’ that Friday afternoon was either dead
upon his departure or unable to identify him
later was a possible attempt 1o tie up loose
ends after shooting Click, perhaps his original
target.

The Commonwealth Attorney’s office
sought the death penalty against Bevins and
was awarded a guilty verdict in a trial held out
of county. Burns argued early on that a fair
trial for Bevins in Floyd County would have
been nearly impossible. However, the elderly
Bevins would die on death row in 1989 before
the sentence could be carried out.

.CbNéRATUMTIONS*

FLOYD COUN’IY TIMES

Trust Bank

building communities...built on trust®

He

HighlandsRegional el Center

evtends best wishes f you

and your fmily orahappy,
helty Holiay Season

£ = HIGHIANDS

=-_-R EGIONAL
The Medical Centenof €astem Kentucky,

A Subsdiary of Consolidated Heatth Systems

HRMC: 606-886-8511 Physician Referral 606-886-7586




L]

S$20 » Wednesday, December 25, 2002

£ )

75th Anniversary Edition

The Floyd County Times

offering Memberships for 2003

'« Armual Membership, $1,300.00
(Cart included). Additional family
members, $300.00 with cart.

» Senior Membership, $1,150.00

(Cart included)

o Junior Membership, $375.00

* Junior Membership with cart,
8775.00 (Must be 16 years old)

» Weekday s Onb, $900.00

* Corporate Value Books,
$550.00 (20 rounds with a cart)

» Floyd County Discount

Pass, $20.00

*Gift Certificates for Golf also Available™*
Call us and we will mail the Membership

to the golfer's house!

ll merchandise in Pro-Shop
IS on Sale! /!

or yo

2001: Suspect confesses

to grisly store murc

by SHELDON COMPTON
StarF WHITER

When third-shift worker Bonnie Jean
Fraley Hall ammived to work at the Cardinal
Country Store at Watergap on the night of
July 11, 2001, she couldn’t have known she
would never walk through the front door of
her home or see her children

CI

Gunnels. there was a buzz around the
Commonwealth Attorney’s office of a move
to ask for the death penalty against the sus-
pected murderer and rapist. With the addi-
tion of the rape charge, coupled with the
murder and robbery offenses,
Commonwealth’s Attorney Brent Turner
would publicly announce his office’s inten-
tions to ask that Gunnels, a

L3

again.

For the middle-age conve-
nience store clerk, this would
be her last shaft.

Authorities would find her
body early the following
morning, shot twice from
behind at close range and left
in a back storage room of the
store.

James Austin Gunnels, 22,
would later be arrested and
charged with her murder.
Police would tack another
charge of first-degree robbery
to the list of offenses, alleg-
ing that Gunnels took an undetermined
amount of cash from the store’s register.

Gunnels was arrested without incident
roughly four hours later at a relative’s home
on Wilson's Creek. Police charged the
Dwale man with theft by unlawful taking
when officials recovered Hall's vehicle from
the relative’s home after the alleged shoot-
ing.

Months later an additional rape charge
would be added when continued investiga-
tive efforts revealed strong enough evidence
to support that Gunnels allegedly raped Hall
as well.

Long before the three charges of murder,
rape and robbery were stacked against

Gunnels

Floyd County native who
was no stranger to the penal
system, be put to death for
Hall's murder.

A look at Gunnels’ back-
ground revealed that he had
served time for numerous
offenses, including robbery.
He had escaped once while
assisting on a prison work
program and had been
released from prison just one
month prior to Hall’s death at
the Watergap store.

Based on the allegations,
the decision to grant Gunnels
probation proved fatal for Hall when, during
the early morning hours of July 11, 2001,
Gunnels allegedly raped and then killed the
36-year-old mother of three.

One witness later told The Times during
an interview that she entered the store
apparently just before Hall was murdered
and noticed Hall and a man standing at the
counter who she later identified as Gunnels.
The lady recounted a cryptic message
Gunnels allegedly conveyed to her while
waiting for change. “We're just killing
time,” the woman claimed Gunnels said to
her.

See SUSPECT, page 21
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2002:
end 4

by SHELDON COMPTON
StaFF WRITER

In a county and state filled to the brim
with registered Democrats, a Republican tra-
ditionally has very little chance gaining
political office.

But you can’t tell James “Allen™ Williams
that,

This past November, Williams, a 29-year-
old Mud Creek resident, challenged incumbent
commissioner Ermal Tackett for a seat on the
fiscal court representing District 4 and won.

The upset made Williams the first member
of the GOP to sit on the fiscal court since 1957,
when Edgar Howell, of Harold, also represent-
ed District 4. Howell, who now lives in
Marion, Ohio, served two terms on the court
after first being elected in 1949.

Williams will also be the youngest member
of the court.

The victory came just as the Floyd County
Fiscal Court system returned to a magisterial
form of government. The court returned to the
magistrate form in 2000, following four years

Republicans
-year drought

of a commissioner system. which had been
voted for, among other reasons, to help
increase the chances of getting a Republican
official on the court,

During the one election that was held dur-
ing the time that the fiscal court existed under
the commissioner form of government, a
Republican failed to gain office. Once the sys-
tem returned to the form of government that
supposedly hindered the GOP's chance for a
representative, a young face to represent that
party emerged.

Once the vote count was in, it was deter-
mined that Williams defeated Tackett by a vote
of 1,532 to 1,228, impressive in light of the
fact that Floyd County hasn’t placed a
Republican in that office in 45 years.

In fact, the last year a GOP served in any
Floyd County office was in 1957. Both Howell
and the late Gorman Collins Sr. served in that
year. Collins served as sheriff.

Williams later attributed part of his victory
in the election to what he estimated to be 80
percent Democratic votes, adding that there
just weren’t that many registered Republicans
in the county.

Thirteen years prior to the 2002 election,
Williams said his father, Keith Williams ran
against Tackett and was beat by approximately
300 votes.

Alan Williams would beat Tackett by 314
votes.

Williams also said that his determination to
run a clean campaign also helped him over-
come the odds during the election.

The University of Kentucky graduate and
forestry worker stated early on that his inten-
tions were to run a clean campaign and rely on
persistence to carry him,

Signing on to run for the magistrate posi-
tion a mere two days before deadline after his
father declined the GOP’s invitation,
Williams later said his entire campaign cost
about $900.

Suspect

The months following Gunnels’ arrest
would prove to be strange and morbid at
times. The suspected killer would write a
number of letters to both the commonwealth
attorney’s office and the judge overseeing
preliminary hearings in his case.

Gunnels would later add The Floyd
County Times to his mailing list, sending the
newspaper a letter detailing the alleged mur-
der. Included in the letter was a full confes-
sion and a death threat, both mirroring the

B Continued from p20

letters Gunnels had sent to his prosecutors
and the judge considering his case.

Gunnels has since undergone a number of
psychiatric evaluations which have found
him competent to stand trail. The trial, how-
ever, will not be held in Floyd County.

Gunnels’ lawyers sought a change of
venue in the case, arguing that the accused
killer could not receive a fair trail in Floyd
County as a result of the intensive media
coverage which has followed the case.
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It would later be agreed
upon that Millard and Ike
Conn did the bulk of the
shooting during the battle.

Ike Conn, who was taken
to the Beaver Valley Hospital
in Martin after the shooting
with a wound in his right
thigh, was arrested by Floyd
County Sheriff B.E Sturgill
under a $10,000 bond and

porter of Robinette’s who
was shot in the back during
the fight, gave a brief
description of what hap-
pened from his own hospital
bed.

“When this happened,”
Howell was reported to have
said, “Millard Conn shot
Green (Conn) in the back as
Green started to pull his pis-

B Continued from p6

tol. Then the shooting was
almost continuous. There
were 30 to 40 men and
women in the room and I saw
the men fall on every side of
me."”

Had the poll run smooth-
ly, the elected school trustee
would have been given the

See KILLED, page 24

charged with the murders of

Mimms and Millard Conn.
Shortly before dying,

Mimms Conn told those

History

attending his bedside at
Martin that when the shoot-
ing began, he took no part.
Instead he maintained that he
hid behind a door and
watched Ike Conn shoot sev-
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A e fire upon him.
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the hospital, where he told
interviewers that ke Conn
shot him while he begged for
his life, his revolver still in

GOODFSYEAR REGATTA 2
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gives us an opportunity to get a look at what was going on in
the early school system of our county.

One article reports that 45 teachers had recently passed
their exams. Among those prepared to enter the classroom
were a husband and wife team who finished first and second
during the testing — W.D. and Lena Steele, of Betsy Layne.
It was also reported that as of Friday, June 17, 1927, approx-
imately $115,000 was spent on schools throughout the coun-

From the gruesome murder account to a brief article
detailing the Kiwanians’ most recent trip to Tennessee, The
Times, behind the ambitious and hardworking typewriter of
Norman Allen, was there to cover the events. Seventy-five
years later, reporting the stories important to FlLoyd
Countians remains the top priority.
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tons of coal used annually by Inland Steel in the
production of coke. It was estimated that during
the 35 years Inland owned their Wheelwright
properties and mines a total of 48 million tons of
coal was mined from the property.

Island Creek, which was, at the time, one of

GOODSYEAR INTEGRITY

WAS NOW WAS NOW £ the biggest coal producers in the nation, made
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purchase, Island Creek sold their property rights
to a group of Floyd County men who made up
the corporation, Mountain Investments Inc. for
$1.3 million.

Mountain Investments Inc. was composed of
four men: J.C. Wells, of Wayland, president;
Burl Spurlock, of Prestonsburg, chairman of the
board; John Allen, of Prestonsburg, secretary;
and John Allen Jr., of Prestonsburg, treasurer.

Conveyed in the transaction were 334 resi-
dences, 17 business properties, the company-
owned utility system — which included water,
gas, sewage disposal, power, TV cable and tele-
phone systems — the town clubhouse, swim-
ming pool and library, which marked the town
as a showplace among U.S. mining communi-
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dents.

As for mining rights, Island Creek retained
these in the deal, saying then the coal operations
should run at the same level, if not better than
before. The coal company pointed to increases
in production as testimony to this statement.

These predictions would echo painfully in
the minds of Wheelwright families, who
depended almost entirely on the stability of coal
mining for a livelihood. when in the early 1970s
Island Creek Coal Company suspended their
mining efforts indefinitely.

Mountain Investments Inc. sold the town., yet
again, in 1979 to the state agency. Kentucky
Housing Corporation. Despite the state agency’s
efforts to remodel homes and preserve the once
great stature of the town, the decline of the coal
industry and scars left from being jostled around
for several decades were more than could be
mended.

Today remnants of the Wheelwright of the
late 1930s and '40s can be seen — an aban-
doned theater, a dilapidated city hall, a renovat-
ed swimming pool, a small community of hous-
es along the stretch of land that was once the
company golf course — but the town itself is lit-
tle more than a casualty, a fallen soldier.

Perhaps the citizens of Wheelwright — a
proud people who can speak of days when
things were better — are all that remains of that
time of prosperity. And maybe it won't matter. It

it ihyeit, by i |I|F1--| H TS in
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Voters

broke” and was “looking to
raise laxes.”

Despite the ad campaigns
and other attempts to win over
county residents, on Tuesday,
Nov. 5, 1996, 6,962 Floyd
Countians cast votes to make
the change. Opposing the vote
were a steeply outnumbered
4,467 who voted against the
change.

Absentee  voters also
showed they were ready for a
change with 234 voting for
implementation of a commis-
sion form of government,
winning with ease over the
118 who voted in opposition.

Early figures, calculated
through exit polls, estimated
that 30 of the county’s 42
precincts voted in favor of the
commission form.

Roughly 50 percent of reg-
istered voters participated in
the election.

The local group which
spearheaded the change was
fairly reluctant to cite specific
details they found bothersome
with the magistrate govern-
ment, saying only that the
people of Floyd County need-
ed better roads and changes in
the water and sewer systems.
The group maintained that

county money was being
spent on what they viewed as
secondary priorities, such as
the construction of racetracks.

Elmer Lee Johnson, one of
the more vocal citizens who
supported the switch, charac-
terized the vote by saying the
vote reflected that the people
of Floyd County were ready
for a change.

Those in favor of the
change touted the change as a
victory for the people; those
opposed stuck to their guns
and continued to point out
problems, but the debate
would end when, in
November 2000, Floyd
County returned to a magis-
trate government.

The vote to scrap the com-
mission form of government
was nearly a complete rever-
sal of the 1996 vote to adopt.

Whereas 4,467 voted to
stay with the magistrate form
in 1996, in 2000 a defeated
4,592 wanted to keep with the
commissioners on the fiscal
court. Also similar to the vote
four years earlier, nearly 50
percent of registered voters
visited the polls.

The key difference in the
two elections could be said to

W Continued from p18

be the contrast in enthusiasm.

In 1996, newspapers and
radio stations were pummeled
with conflicting ads from both
sides of the argument. The
people of Floyd County were
represented by a local group
who spoke against the govern-
ment already in place. The
days leading up to the vote in
2000 were comparatively
quiet, with both sides keeping
more or less to themselves.

The reversal again faced
the fiscal court with the task of
redrawing districts again, this
time to carve out a fourth dis-
trict to accommodate the
return of the magistrate coun-
ty government.

Once all votes were
accounted for, statistics
revealed that 57.38 percent of
Floyd County residents who
voled on the government issue
in 2000 elected to replace
magistrates alongside the
county judge, while 42.62 per-
cent were still happy with the
1996 switch.

Last year, Jackie Edford
Owens, the magistrate who
fought the change in 1996,
was reelected to his position
as county magistrate follow-
ing the 2000 vote.

Burchett, who had been a key
player in the team’s previous
two state tournament victories,
helped pad the comfort zone by
pitching asseven-hit game and
enabled Prestonsburg to never
feel threatened during the con-
test.

Another significant team
member was left-fielder Bill
Goble, who got on base nine of
the 12 times he went to the
plate. But Goble received more
than his share of help on the
offensive end as the team, as a
whole, finished with a 402
overall batting average, dis-
playing the power that had
afforded them a successful reg-
ular season.

A collective glance at the
the three state tournament
games between both Ft. Knox
and Central City. as well as
Newport Catholic, reflects the
dominate stand the 1948 cham-
pionship team maintained,

despite their four failed
attempts in the state tournament
in previous years.

In the three tournament
games combined, the Cats
scored an impressive 35 runs,
treating all opposing teams
impartially — 14 hits and 13
runs against Ft. Knox, 12 hits
and 10 runs against Central
City and 15 hits and 12 runs
against Newport Catholic in the
championship game.

Then-Louisville Courier-
Joumal sports editor Earl Ruby
wrote later that members of the
1948 team were “great
prospects.”

“The professional leagues,”
wrote Ruby at the time, “will
hear from some of the boys in
this meet.”

In addition o bringing
home to Floyd County its first
state trophy, the champion
Blackcats were invited to
attend the Southeastern invita-

W Continued from p6

tional high school baseball
tournament in Lakeland, Fla.
The Blackcats were knocked
out of the tournament in two
straight losses. dropping their
first game 6 to 5 to the Decatur
(Ga.) Bulldogs, and their sec-
ond game 9 to 3 to Avon Park,
Fla.

The 1948 state high school
baseball championship is, to
date, the only state champi-
onship event won by a Floyd
County team.

Members of that champi-
onship team were: Claude
Hopson, Kyle Chaffins, Clyde
Lafferty, Lewis Williamson,
Stewart  Lafferty, Roger
Spradlin, Leon Childers,
Quentn Allen, Amon Childers,
Everett Burkett, Edward
Garber. Henry Lewis Mayo,
Bill Goble Jr, Paul Harmon,
Howard Burchett, Set
Branham, Don Willis and
Charles Graham Porter.
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1.98 cu. in. of
storage. 59830

119.99

K. Craftsman® .
4-Drawer Roll-Away i
8.513 cu. in. of
storage.59609N

209.99
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75th Anniversary Edition

The Floyd County Times

A Time to
Give T

te bring Us a Uittle closer togethiex.
We'ne Shankful for the
cpportunity to sewe
You and wish each of you a
Mevwy Christmas, and may
you enjoy this time with
Family and Friends.

DR. VIDYA A.B. YALAMANCHI, M.D.
DR. N. RAO PODAPATI, M.D.
DR. VEDAM GANESHRAM, M.D.
DR. SRINI R. APPAKONDU, M.D.
...and Staff

200 MEDICAL CENTER DR., SUITE 2A
HAZARD, KENTUCKY

606-439-4433

Norman Alien,
Times publisher
and editor for
over half a cen-
tury, looks over a
copy of the The
Times announc-
ing the discovery
of the Salk vac-
cine against
poliomyelitis. He
was pictured
here in 1954
behind his trade-
mark manual
typewriter, hav-
ing already been
at helm of the
paper for nearly
three decades.

Killed

responsibility of finding
three teachers for the Prater
Creek school. Sammons
had already announced his
plans to place Woodrow
Conn, Richard Hall and

Green Conn Jr. in the posi-
tions.

During the school elec-
tions of 1933, Floyd
County was not the only
county to have reported

H Continued from p22

killings. One man was
reported to have been killed
during a school trustee
election in Breathitt County
and two were wounded in
Lawrence County, as well.

Clinic

and has remained firmly at
that post since then.

The 75-year-old Hall,
who reportedly lived for 30
years in an abusive marriage,
did not break free from those
constraints in order to help
others break free from med-
ical constraints until she was
a middle-aged woman. Her
dream of a clinic that would
help tend to health problems
while at the same time aiding
in the elimination of at least
some aspects of social injus-
tice in Eastern Kentucky was
made possible through her
intelligent use of a single fed-
eral grant.

It was this grant which
helped fund what has now
became some people’s prima-
ry source for medical assis-
tance.

Hall has reflected through
numerous interviews that she
often keeps in mind her
poverty-riddled life growing
up on Greasy Creek as one
member of a sharecropper’s
family who struggled with the
everyday task of managing
flour and beans for supper. It
was from these experiences,

Hall said. she gleaned her
preoccupation with the crip-
pling abyss presented those
without money.

In addition to providing
alternatives for medical treat-
ment to Floyd and surround-
ing counties, Hall also
includes in her list of priori-
ties efforts to collect clothing
for needy children and other
donations.

The Mud Creek Clinic is

W Continued from p18

today a fully functioning
medical clinic, complete with
a medical staff, trained nurs-
es, dental and pharmaceutical
departments, x-ray capabili-
ties and a host of other ser-
vices. The comparatively
small, brick building in
Grethel has been visited by a
number of local, state and
national figures, including a
trip made in the fall of 1998
by Rev. Jesse L. Jackson.
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