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Take a chance
— for a kid

Members of the Kentucky State
Police are raising funds to support
their Trooper Island summer camp
that annually serves about 700
underprivileged boys and girls, 10 to
12 years old. Troopers are selling
chances to win one of two Polaris
500 ATVs. Tickets are $3 each.
Locally, contact Trooper Mike Goble
at Pikeville Post 9 at 606/433-7711,
or stop by the post on US 23, south
of Weddington Plaza from 8 a.m, lo
5 p.m., Monday through Friday,

State’s First Lady
recognized in DC

Judi Patton, wife of Gov. Paul
Patton, was recognized Friday in
Washington, DC. for her work to
stop domestic violence. The recogni-
tion came during the national adrin-
istration’s announcement of grants to
@ the states from Violence Against
- Women Act funds. Kentucky's First
Lady is co-chair of the Governor's
Coungil on Domestic Violence and
has received several awards for her
efforts to protect families and chil-
dren. She writes about her commit-
ment in today's Letters to the Editor
section.

PC alums
schedule meet

®  Pikeville College is now planning
its annual Alumni/Senior Weekend,
set for May 6-8, All alumni are invit-
ed, but special recognition will be
given to the “9" years, the classes of
1929, *39, *49, ‘59, ‘69, *79, and

‘89. The reunions coincide with the
spring graduation, May 8 at 2 p.m.
For information on weekend activi-
ties, contact the Alumni Relations
Office, 606/432-9326,

KFTC slates meeting
on welfare reform

The impact of welfare reform on
individuals and the local economy is
the subject of a public meeting
scheduled for Friday at 6 p.m. at the
Floyd County Public Library in
Prestonsburg. The meeting, spon-
sored by Kentuckians for the
Commonwealth, is aimed at policy-
makers, social workers, welfare
recipients, elected officials and other
concemned citizens. It is designed,
according 10 a KFTC press release,
to “build a common understanding
among all perspectives of the current
economic realities and to create
solutions that address the needs of
" low-wage workers and non-work-
ers,” For information, call 606/886-
0043.

Public meetings

« 911 Advisory Council,
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Fiscal
Courtroom, Courthouse

* David Community
Development Corporation,
Thursday, 7 p.m., The David School.
Agenda item: vole on ceding sewer
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Firing of PHS
teacher upheld

by Pam Shingler
Editor

and

Willie Elliott
Staff Writer

Editor’s note: This story con-
tains some language that may be
Jound objectionable.

The dismissal last fall of a
Prestonsburg High School English
teacher over charges of immoral
conduct has been upheld by an edu-
cational tribunal which heard a
stream of witnesses in a hearing
conducted during January and
February.

Jerry Lafferty was fired on
September 1, 1998, on more than
30 charges ranging from showing
pornographic movies to students to
soliciting gifts from students.
Lafferty was president of the Floyd
County Education Association at
the time of his termination.

The decision of the tribunal was
affirmed last Friday by a represen-
tative of the state attorney general’s
office, which conducted the hear-

Donald Wirem_an

ing.

The tribunal found “a prepon-
derance of evidence” that on at
least one occasion Lafferty got a
student to come to his home to
watch pornographic movies and.
apparently on another occasion, gol
a student not only to watch such a
movie, but also to masturbate with
him.

These actions were ruled not
only immoral, but also “unbecom-
ing a teachet” and violations of the
professional code of ethics for
school personnel,

According to the tribunal’s final
order, Lafferty talked with students
in his class about the size of male
students’ genitalia, naming individ-
val students and making compau-
isons. In addition. he reportedly
had conversations with students
about which students were or were
not circumcised.

The tribunal also found evi-
dence to substantiate the charge
that Lafferty put his hand on a stu-
dent's leg, squeezed the leg and

(See Firing, page three)

Driver Kkilled on 114

by Pam Shingler
Editor

A Floyd County school bus dri-
ver died Saturday following an
accident on KY 114 on the westemn
side of Prestonsburg at the mouth of
Spurlock Creek Road.

Donald Wireman, 63, of David,
who had driven a school bus for the
local system since 1992, died at
Cabell’ Huntington Hospital in
Huntington, West Virginia, shortly
before 6 p.m.

According to a Kentucky State
Police report, the victim was travel-
ing east, toward Prestonsburg,
when the accident occurred at about
12:30 p.m.

A UPS truck was apparently
stopped in the westbound lane to
make a turn when a flatbed truck,
driven by Darrell Williams, came
upon it. Williams reportedly tried to
stop and lost control of the truck
which slid into the eastbound lane.

Williams® truck apparently slid
backwards and the Wireman vehi-

cle ran under it. The victim was
extracied from the van by members
of the Floyd County Rescue Squad,
according to squad member Lee
Schoolcraft who was on the scene.

Wireman was first transported to
Highlands Regional Medical
Center and then flown o the
Huntington hospital.

No information was available on
Williams, but, according to
Schoolcraft, the truck driver was
walking around at the scene and
was apparently not seriously
injured. The UPS truck and driver
were not harmed in the accident.

Originally  from  Magoffin
County, the victim was also an auc-
tioneer and a relief bus driver for
Enchanted World
Paintsville,

He was the widower of the late
Ruthlo Shepherd Wireman and the
father of Rick Wireman and Debbie
Wireman, both of Silver Lake,
Indiana.

(See Driver, page three)
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Travel of

by Janice Shepherd)

by Janice Shepherd
Managing Editor

About $100,000 worth of
drugs were confiscated by Floyd
County Sheritf John K. Blackburn
and his deputies during a “week-
end drug roundup.”

Ten people were charged with
various drug activives during the
four-day drug sting. Arrested were
Jeff Carroll, 29, of Martin;
Columbus Quillen, 56, of Dwale:
Michael Keévin Ousley, 21, of
Martin; James A. Blair, 28, of

Floyd County Deputy Lance Hall (right), Sheriff John K. Blackburn, and Lt. Ricky Thornsberry looked
over the cache ol drugs they confiscated during a weekend roundup that ended Monday night. (photo

Ten people arrested in
weekend drug roundup

Allen: Linzie Joe Lowe, 28, of
Prestonsburg; Todd Harris, 28, of
Allen; Harlin Joe Schenck, 47, of
Texas; Danny Stephens, 26, of
Allen; James Lafferty, 21, of
Dwale: and Mike Bertram, 31, of
Martin.

Bertram was arrested after he
allegedly made a sale of drugs
near the Mountain Christian
Academy at Martin. He was
charged with trafficking drugs
within a thousand yards of a
school. a felony offense.

In separate instances, Quillen,

QOusley, Blair, Lowe, Harris and
Schenck were charged with traf-
ficking in a controlled substance.

Schenck was arrested February
20 for alleged drug and automo-
bile violations after deputies
pulled him over on a suspicious
vehicle traffic stop. After a back-
ground check, officers discovered
Schenck was a fugitive from
Texas authorities and was appar-
ently wanted for a parole viola-
tion.

(See Arrested. page three)

Child custody suit tied to murder

by Pam Shingler
Editor

A David woman has petitioned
Floyd Circuil Court to restrict the
visitation rights of her child's father
who has been implicated in the
alleged murder of her late husband.

Evelyn Clark Bear has asked that
her ex-husband. Robin D. Flanery,
formerly of Floyd County and now
stationed with the military at

Council takes
steps to solve
sewer problems

by Willie Elliott
Staff Writer

The agenda for the Martin City
Council on Thursday night called
for & closed session 1o discuss
pending  Itigation —  the
Environmental Protection Agency
ys, City of Martin, but council
member Joe Moward asked thai
the discussion be done in open
session,

Rainbow City, Alabama, be restrict-
ed from seeing their child,

Her request follows the murder
of her husband, Ted Samuel Bear.
allegedly at the hands of her former
brother-in-law, Darrin Ray Flanery,
30, of Gadsden, Alabama, Robin
Flanery's brother.

The incident occurred January 2,
when Evelyn Bear and her husband
went o Gadsden, to pick up the
child, who had spent the Christmas

holidays with the father,

According to Gadsden police
reports, the victim was found shot
in the back of the head, with 4 hand-
gun, near the back door of the resi-
dence. Darrin Flanery was charged
with murder on January 4. Evelyn
Bear's petition before the court
states that the accused murderer
was assisted by her former husband.

(See Custody, page three)

system to Prestonsburg City Utilities After selecting Thomasine ] l‘ i i
* Prestonsburg City Council, iff with Davis Elliott Contractors was  Robinson as acting mayor in the ’ :
Monday, 6 p.m., Cil)’yﬂau ﬁ:ﬁ#m u:? qu%'}.-"o}'fE’v mn':talllng one of the traffic lights atthe  absence of Mayor Allen Whicker, ~ You know spring can't be far behind when the garden plants and bulbs
* Floyd County Health Lancer-Watergap cloverleaf where KY 80 and US 23 meet. This makes  the council discussed this topic arrive at the garden and farm stores. Donald Bayes of Prestonsburg
: did looks over the various plants at the Country Boy Farm Supply Store,
¢ Department Board, Tuesday, 6:30 two sets of lights at this location. At presstime highway officials di Aatl . Shn  Hatiecdall South Lake Dri .
p.m., Health Department not know when the new lights would be in operation. (photo by Willie (See Council, page three) Eﬁ?}?} ed by Jim Helmondollar on ve. (photo by Wi

Elliott)
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‘Council

that has dominated most meetings
in the last year,

“Since this affects everybody, 1
think we should discuss it so every-
one will know what is going on.”
said Howard.

City attorney Tim Parker said he
saw no reason why the discussion
could not be done in open session,

The council had some positive

“ncws 1o report.

Robinson and Howard recently
met with representatives of the state
Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Cabinet
who told Howard and Robinson
they did not want (o fine the city of
Martin but did want some kind of
evidence that the city was doing
something about correcting the
sewage problem.

The council agreed to set aside
$5.000 to get work started on the
problem with lift station number

five located near McDonald's.

Representatives from the engi-
neering firm Havworth, Meyer and
Boleyn met with Rick McCoy from
the sewage department and agreed
there was no room to get the lift sta-
tion out of the flood plain.

The state indicated that the city
could take longer to fix the lift sta-
tion as long as it was not leaking.
The state also asked the city to pro-
vide a profit/loss statement.

The council approved a plan to
buy a spare motor for the lift sta-
tion. Now, any leakage wiil be lim-
ited to the time it takes to switch the
motors. The council continues to
look for other funding sources for
improving the sewage problem.

The city also approved the right
of entry to the Corps of Engineers.
This approval will allow the Corps
1o do core drilling in the upper par
of the city. The Corps and city are

looking at plans to move the city
out of the flood plain.

The council gave the fire depart-
ment permission to purchase a van.
The fire department plans to sell the

old van and use $500 1o purchase a *

different van. The city will not be
out any money for the purchase.
The council approved the pur-
chase of a computer for Martin
Water Works. The purchase has
been recommended by the Big
Sandy Area Development District.
The water works department will
take the money from petty cash.
Thomasine Robinson said she
approved of the purchase but was
surprised the works department had
that kind of money in petty cash.
The council also had the first
reading of a police ordinance. State
and federal agencies that provide
grants to the city request such an
ordinance. An ordinance of this
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‘Firing
told the student, “You have nice
hairy legs.”

The teacher also was found to
have provided a student with a
pornographic movie on one occa-
S101.

Although the tribunal found
Lafferty's alleged telling to stu-
dents of a unllating dream to have
been inappropriate, it acceded that
the incident was done in a joking
manner.

Several allegations that Lafferty
solicited students to do errands for
him or buy gifts for him were not
substantiated. Allegatons that he
had essentially traded grades for
favors also were dismissed.
However, the tribunal did find one
instance in which Lafferty had a
student, who had been ill and was
on campus to find out his assign-
ments, take the teacher’s car for an
oil change.

A further allegation that Lafferty
directed one of his students to grade
student tests, assign letter grades 1o
Contracts let

for Allen projects

by Willie Elliott
Staff Writer

At Monday night's regularly-
scheduled meeting, Allen City
Commission members learned that
the contracts have been signed and

construction will begin soon on the
q:;c:ut«'a‘s_;e systems on two separate
projects.

K. | Carrender Construction
Company Inc. will do the work in
Allen city and Dwale for
$1.107,009.50, and HP Contracting
Inc. will do the work in the New
Allen area for $1.049,259.25.

The council also reimbursed city
policeman Virgil Conn $258.49
that he spent to have the emergency
lights moved from the back of his
cruiser 1o the top. This was done o

eel state requirements.

The council directed Conn to
clean a house site on Tandy Street
that has become an eyesore to the
community. The council also
agreed to tell a city resident to fill
in a pond that did not meet the city
ordinance and was dangerous.

Cindy Parsons reported that the
street light near her mother’s house
had been installed.

City attorney Stacy Marshall
reported that he was in regular
communication with the
Environmental Protection Agency
wboui the sewage project.

the tests; and enter the scores in the
grade book was substantiated, but
the tribunal said there was “nothing
inappropriate™ about using the stu-
dent assistant.

The tribunal did not find suffi-
cient evidence on other sex-related
charges. Names of the students who
testified before the tribunal were
blacked out on the final order.

The charges covered incidents
alleged to have occurred between
1996 and 1998.

Lafferty’s contract with the local
school system was terminated by
then-interim superintendent Mike
King, following an investigation.
The tribunal’s opinion is that the
termination was jostified under
state law.

Lafferty, who began teaching at
PHS in 1987, has the right to appeal
the tribunal’s decision by filing a
petition in Floyd County Circuit
Court within 30 days. He is repre-
sented by attorneys with the firm of
Brooks and Fitzpatrick of
Lexington, who said yesterday that
they do plan to appeal.

According to a local attorney,
the findings of the tribunal could
lead to a civil suit being filed
against Lafferty by parenis of the
students.

Under education reform, teach-
ers and school administrators
whose contracts are terminated are
entitled to a hearing by a tribunal,
which consists of an administrator,
a teacher, and a layperson, all from
outside the accused’s school dis-

(Continued from page one)

trict,

*“The tribunal has spoken and
there were no winners in this situa-
tion, except those classes that will
be forthcoming to Prestonsburg
High School,” said Woodrow
Amold Carter, interim superinten-
dent of the county school system.

Custody-

{Continued from page one)

Evelyn Bear and Robin Flanery
were married at Betsy Layne in
1985, They have had joint custody
of the child since their separation in
1997 and subsequent divorce in
Alabama in January of 1998. Both
had remarried.

According to the petition, the
child lived with the mother during
the couple’s “frequent separations.”
including the times when the father
was on military duty separate from
the couple's residence.

Also according to the petition,

the child “witnessed the events that,

led to the death” of her stepfather.

Evelyn Bear is asking that her
ex-husband be restricted from see-
ing the child until the murder case
in Alabama is resolved,

e vietim, Teddy Samuel Bear,
who was 27 at the time of his death,
was originally from Bone Cave,
Tenn., according to his death cer-
tificate. He was buried there on
January 8,

ArreSted—— (Continued from page one)

The drug charge was added to
arrest warrant after officers discov-
ered a bag of marijuana in his pos-
session, drug paraphernalia and
possession of prescription drugs.

Additional charges are pending,
Sheriff Blackburn said, but would
not elaborate on those charges,

In this weekend’s round-up,
Danny Stephens was charged with
possession of a controlled sub-
stance and James Lafferty was
charged with driving under the
influence of drugs. Jeff Carroll was
lodged in jail on charges of traf-
ficking in marijuana.

The drug round-up began Friday
and concluded Monday afternoon
after a month-long covert operd-
tion. Confiscated drugs included
Loracet, Loratab, Tylox. Valium,
and various Schedule 1II non-nar-
cotic medications,

Lt. Ricky Thornsberry said most

of the drugs were painkillers.

Sheriff’s officers also seized
scales, calculators and police scan-
ners during the round-up.

Sheriff's deputies Lance Hall
and Charles Ousley also participat-
ed in the operation, The arrests
were made after a month-long
investigation, according to Sheriff
Blackburn.

Blackburn said he is sending a
message (0 local drug dealers to
halt their illegal trafficking or get
out of the county.

“If you're dealing drugs, don’t
blame me if you see me coming
through your door,” Blackburn
said.

Anyone who has any informa-
tion regarding illegal activity in the
county can call the sheriff’s office
at 886-6171. The department will
accept anonymous tips.

"~ Start Saving Now for Retirement!

(Continued from page one)

type has been lost or never existed.
Thomasine Robinson said she
thought that one never existed
“You just don"t lose an ordinance,”
said Robinson. Action will be taken
on the ordinance at the next meet-
ing.

Agenda items dealing with a pay
raise for Estill Newsome, business
license delinquencies, and alcoholic
beverage license delinquencies
were tabled until the next regular
meeting which will be March 22.

Whicker and council member
Mahendra Varia were not present at
the meeting.

Driver—

(Continued from page one)

The funeral is today at | p.m. at
the Dunn-Kelley/Prater and Dunn
Chapel in Salyersville, with burial
to follow in the Wireman Cemetery
at Waldo.

This was the second fatality on
KY 114 m just over a week
Ronnie Cordle of Prestonsburg
was killed in an accident near
Frasure's Apartments on February
18.

[n addition to the rescue squad,
KSP Troopers B. Hansford and M.
Watson were assisted at Saturday's
accident by members  of

Prestonsburg Police and Fire
departments and Respond
Ambulance.

Correction

It was incorrectly stated in last
Friday’s edition of the Times that
Pikeville Methodist Hospital was
believed to have had a reduction in
staff or in hours. According to
spokesperson Myra Miller, the hos-
pital has not reduced staff and, in
fact, during the last pay penod
“paid more overtime than we had
paid in a year.” The Times regrets
the error.

LAYNE BROS

Chimney Sweeps and
Fireplace Renovations

JOE WELLS

432-2478
432-5606

Coors Light
18-Pk. 5899

J & J Liquors
Betsy Layne * 478-2477

HIGHLANDS
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The Medical Center of Eastern Kentucky,,

L@udN. A L

Monday, March 8
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Meeting Place A&B

Tuesday, March 9
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Meeting Place B

Thursday, March 11
9:30-11:00 a.m.
Meeting Place A&B

Thursday, March 11
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Martin Room

Friday, March I8
6:00-7:00 p.m.
Meeting Place B

Tuesday, March 23

7:00-10:00 a.m.

Medical Office
Building

Thursday, March 25

5:00-6:00 p.m,

Medical Office
Building Atrium

COMMUNITY HEALTH
MARCH PROGRAMS

Prenatal Classes
March Topic—
“What are all those tests for?”

Mended Hearts

Senior Advantage

“*Can Survive'—
Breast Cancer Support Group

AA.RP.

Diabetes Alert Day

Free Blood Sugar Testing

(for best results, do not eat or
drink after midnight on the 22nd)

Living Well with Diabetes
March topic—
*“Label Reading Simplified”

For more information, call 886-7586
All Programs are Free unless otherwise noted

EYINY
. PUNKIWG

Ford ¢ Lincoln ¢ Mercury  Honda

FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH, EVERY FORD, LINCOLN

AND MERCURY CAR IN STOCK WILL BE SOLD AT

ESCORT & ZX2
CONTOUR
CROWN VICTORIA
TAURUS
MUSTANG
TRACER
MYSTIQUE
SABLE

GRAND MARQUIS
COUGAR

TOWN CAR
CONTINENTAL

1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.
1% OVER INV.

YOU KEEP THE
REBATES UP TO

$2,400.00*
$1,900.00*
$1,400.00*
$1,400.00*
$1,400.00*
$2,400.00*
$1,900.00*
$1,400.00*
$1,900.00"
$ 900.00*
$1,500.00*
$1,500.00"

We
Have Four
Honda CRV’s
In Stock

We
Have Nine
Super Duty

Ford F Series
In Stock

We
Need Your
Trade-Ins

USED CARS AND TRUCKS “SPECIALS” THIS WEEK ONLY

1998 Dodge Ram 1500
F9956A Quad Cab
4x4, Auto., V8, Loaded
NADA $27,725

only $24,750

1998 Ford Ranger
OHP300 Supercab
4x4, XLT, V6, Auto.

NADA $20,825

only $19,750

1998 Chevy Monte

Carlo Z34 H9394A

V8, Sunroof, Leather
NADA $20,300

only $18,750

1998 Mercury
Grand Marquis
NCP257 Loaded.

NADA §22,975

only $20,750

1998 Ford Mustang
FLP6 Convertible
V6, Auto., CD, Nice!

NADA $19,450 NADA $21,150 NADA $14,650

only $17,750 only $19,750 only $12,750

*ALL PRICES EXCLUDE TAX & LICENSE, REBATES ARE SUBJECT TO QUALIFICATION

LAYNE BROS.

Ford e Lincoin  Mercury * Honda

U.S. 23 at Ivel, Kentucky

1997 Toyota Camry
FB760A Loaded
XLE V8, Sunroof.

1995 Toyota
Camry LE
H9382A V4, auto.
NADA $13,275

Only $11 ,750

1998 Ford Ranger
OHPUR1 Flareside
XLT 4x2, V4, Auto,

Can you afford not to?

FirSt Stop by any First

Commonwealth Bank location
Com?aonnkwealth to get information on the Roth, 3 ";.‘E."."E;":.';"

Education, and Traditional Mercury + Honda

Marnter FOIC Conveniently located halfway between Prestonsburg and Pikeville
IRAs. Your future is too -
Psazz”  wssae gty precious to waste! 478-1234  874-1234 886-1234 433-1234

www firsteommonwealthbank.com

See or call one of our "Award-Winning” Sales Consultants today.
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Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
[free exercise thereof; abridging the freedom
of speech, or of the press; or the right of
‘the people to peaceably assemble, and ro
petition the government for a redress of
Rrievances,

~First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution-

Quote of the week...
Idealism springs from
deep feelings. but feel-

ings are nothing without
the formulated idea that
keeps them whole.

—Jacques Barzun

L
Nightmares
and dreams

You have to wonder if we can ever get it right —
coverage of this thing dubiously called an education
system.

We are besieged by those who say, “Tell how far |
we've come, how much better we are than we were,
Wirite about the positive things we're doing. Say how
we've taken the politics out of the system. Let the peo-
ple know that everything we do is for the children.”

Sure to follow, often close by, are the calls demand-
ing to know: “How can you ignore what’s going on?
Report that the system is as corrupt as it’s ever been,
Tell them about the deals being cut. If you say anything
| good about this system, you are betraying the chil-
dr-en-”

If we print good news about the schools and/or |
members of the school board, the naysayers accuse us =

of selling out, of abandoning the cause, of being suck- ~
ered in, i :
L

If we print negative news about the schools and/or
members of the school board, the pollyannas accuse us
of pandering to the naysayers, of refusing to look at the
total picture, of adding to the poor image of the system.

Perhaps when it comes to education, none of us in
Floyd County can get it right. Perhaps we don't have
whatever it takes to make it go. f

After all, we’ve had years and years in which to per- =~
fect a system that is inadequate and incapable of being
fully analyzed.

We've had how many superintendents in the last
decade — 10, 12, whatever, double digits, anyway?
We've had board members gain immensely in many
ways. We've had slackers in the central office, people |
on extended paid leave. We've had principals who've |
lacked the ability and/or the will to lead. We've had |
good teachers who've covered for hideous ones, some ‘
of whom should never have been in the classroom in |
the first place and some of whom long overstayed their |
usefulness. We’ve allowed almost as many students to =
drop out as to graduate, o

We've witnessed the humiliation of having state of- =
ficials tell us what we can and cannot do. We’ve been |
failed miserably in some respects by those same state |
officials.

Student performance remains spotty. Many parents
seem more concerned about their children having an =
athletic field than about their achievements in the field =
. of academics.

-
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— Letters & Editor—

CHILDREN NEED BETTER ROADS

Editor:

This is to express my feelings about better roads
for our school children to travel to and from school.
I think that our Transportation Cabinet should get
out and travel those roads and see for themselves
what our children have to travel on, in their school
buses to and from school.

KY 3379 out at Galveston at Branham's Creek, is
not just a dangerous road. My daughter and son-in-
law, Richard and Connie Porter, were killed there on
December 7, 1995, almost four years ago.

So let’s try to make the state put up guardrails on
KY 3379, and others that need it, as well. So, let's
get more of our coal taxes for the roads; also. Almost
a year ago we got some sloppy patching on KY

3379. 1 was told a year ago that we would receive an-
other four miles of black top. But we did not receive
it, yet. Hog wash!

Back in the counties where coal is mined, coal
trucks have also torm up the roads. I think that after
they get finished mining, they should go back and fix
those roads where they have torn them up. I think
that this is what is messing these roads up, And fix
these roads with the coal taxes.

If someone out there agrees with me on getting
better roads for our school children to get 1o and
from school, just call me or send me a letter at P.O.
Box 267, Harold, Ky. 41635; phone, 606/587-2722.

Den- Hunter

Harold

ISSUE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
MUST BE ADDRESSED BY COMMUNITY

Editor;

I read with interest the recent insert on domestic
violence in the Floyd County Times. Public discus-
sion about this crime is critical, for every year in
Kentucky, thousands of our neighbors, friends and
loved ones are harmed by domestic abuse. It is no
longer acceptable for us to allow domestic violence
and the pain it inflicts on women and children to re-
main behind closed doors.

In our administration, Paul and I are trying to im-
prove the lives of Kentucky citizens. We cannot suc-
ceed, however, if some families are left behind be-
cause they face the terror of domestic abuse. As a re-
sult, we prioritized domestic violence and child vic-
timization as crimes which will receive our focused
attention and effort.

Ending domestic violence in the lives of every

Kentuckian cannot be accomplished, however, if it is
undertaken only by a Governor, a First Lady, or even
government as a whole. It must be undertaken as a
mission of every community and every Kentuckian.
Safety in the home and a zero tolerance for violence
must be the causes of every citizen.

I am proud that in eastern Kentucky, local com-
munities are increasing their awareness of domestic
violence and decreasing their tolerance for this
crime. Your efforts in Floyd County are to be com-
mended. and [ hope, replicated in other counties in
Kentucky, On behalf of all Kentucky families, Paul
and I thank you,

Judi C. Patton

First Lady

Frankfort

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT FOR
CAMPAIGN REFORM ADVOCATED

Editor:

An initiative 1o amend the U.S, Constitution to re-
form campaign financing has just been launched by
One Person, One Vote. All polls demonstrate that the
vast majority of Americans favor campaign finance
reform. Yet, meaningful reform is frustrated by the
recalcitrance of the politicians and by the U.S.
Supreme Court which has found most limits to be
unconstitutional,

One Person, One Vote will collect the names of
those voters who support the constitutional amend-
ment. Candidates for political office will then be
made aware of the extensive number of votes that
they stand to gain or lose by their position on this
issue. The politicians will be forced into passing this
constitutional amendment, without alteration.

The amendment will

» Limit the amount an individual can contribute to
a campaign to $200;

* Only allow contributions from individual per-
sons, not PACs, political parties, corporations or
labor unions; and

* Prohibit contributions from individuals residing
outside of the candidate’s district.

Names will initially be collected via the Internet.
Supporters can log onto the web site of One Person,
One Vote. The web site is found at
hup://www.oneperson-onevote.com. They can then
enter their name and address to register their support.
This American travesty will be ended.

We are all tired of the politicians being bought
and paid for. Let's clean up this mess, so that our
elected officials will be answerable to us, not the
special interests. For information, call 813/831-
7807.

Kevin McLean

Tampa, Florida

SEEKING INFORMATION ON ANCESTOR

I am interested in information on my great-great-
aunt Josephine Damron, born ca. 1830, daughter of
Hiram Damron and Margaret Ball Damron, Her fam-
ily moved to Carter County, in the 1830s from Wise,
Virginia. They settled there and raised a large family
near Grayson.

Around 1850 she married a man from Floyd
County and she went there to live. His name could

have been lla Browning or maybe Hawkins. They
say the Bank Josephine was named for her or one of
her descendants.

I have extensive information on this Damron
Family. I would be happy to share it with those who
could be of help to me.

Howard E. Kiser

Grayson

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor are welcomed by The Floyd County Times.
In accordance with our editorial page policy, all letters must include the signature, address and telephone

number of the author.

The Times reserves the right to reject or edit any letter deemed slanderous, libelous or otherwise objec-
tionable, Letters should be no longer than two type-written pages, and may be edited for length or clarity.

Opinions expressed in letters and other voices are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the newspaper. Send letters to: The Editor, The Floyd County Times, P.O. Box 391, Prestonsburg,

Ky. 41653,

by Willie Elliott

Staff Writer

All the basketball games during March
madness make me think of my days as a
coach. | know your reaction is going 1o be,
“Don’t tell me you were a basketball
coach?”

Well, 1 still have my McDowell jacket
with the letters COACH written on it. That
was the only thing of monetary value I got
out of the job, and the school may have
gotten cheated.

When I returned to teaching after two
vears in the service, the school needed
someone to coach the grade school teams.
The pay was $0 and the requirements were

simple: Can you
ride the bus to

Move over, e games wit
Bollb‘ K the boys and

keep''five, and

only five play-
ers, on the floor at any one time? 1 could do
that.

So I drew up plays, but as far as I can
remember we never did run any of them.
Basically, the players came down the floor,
shot as soon as they could and were happy
as they could be. Come 1o think of it, the
plays weren't nearly as much fun as run-
ning and gunning,

I remember in one game when Stanley
Henson shot one from about 35 feet out,
and I yelled, “T'll kill you Stanley.”

He just iooked over at me, grinned and
said, “P. E. shot." In today’s game it-would
have been a three-pointer.

We just made the schedules up as we

‘went along during the year. One day Gene

Prater from Clark called and scheduled a
game, For some reason, I got in my head
Gene Frazier and we drove to an empty
gym at Maytown, while the Clark team
waited patiently for us.

One time Lenny Hamilton said to me,
“Willie, you call time out, but you never do
tell them anything."”

I told him, “I don’t know anything 1o
tell them. Who do you think I am, Bobby
Knight?”

This one team came to play us at Mc-
Dowell, and I knew we were in trouble
when three of their players drove to the
game. (Remember this was grade schodl
basketball). Of course, we got beat.

The bus trips were always adventures. |
remember one time some overgrown boys
in one community stopped A. J. Little, the
bus driver. and told him he was speeding in
a post office zone. We got a bigger kick out
of that than did the boys who pulled the
stunt. From then on, we always reminded
A. J. not to speed in a post office zone.

You would think the boys would be ask-
ing, “Are we going o win tonight, or
what’s our strategy?" No, they always
asked, “Are we going to eat after the
game?" So, we won some, lost some, ate a
lot and had a barrel of fun.

1 coached for about four years and the
school system finally started paying the
coaches. Well, they told me | was not qual-
ified for the job and couldn’t pay someone
that knew so little about it. So my career
came to an end before I had a chance to
make it to the next level,

I tried to tell them that I knew some
coaches who didn't know how to teach so
we would be even — [ wouldn't know how
to coach and they wouldn't know 'how to
teach, but everyone would keep his job.
They failed to see the logic in my argu-
ment.

Had it not been for me. players like Phil
Paige, Harold Tackett, Dabo Grigsby, Ste-
vie Reid, and others actually may have
gone on to play at the college level. But, by
the time they finished their grade school
stint, they never saw a shot they didn't
like.
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" Kentucky State Police Detective Bobby Johnson, a native of Floyd
County, was promoted to the rank of sergeant. Johnson's promotion
became effective on March 1, He will be assigned to Bowling Green
Post 3. Johnson is a ten-year veteran of the Kentucky State Police and
was previously assigned to Pikeville Post 9. He is married to Michelle
Stratton Johnson, and the couple have one son, Jonathan Tyler, who
is six years old.

Techmcal ass1stance avallable
to address natural resource

Having problems with erosion?
A local ‘agency can help alleviate
those problems. The Floyd and
Pike County Conservation Districts
and USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service offer techni-
cal assistance to landowners expe-
riencing natural resource problems.

Natural resource problems may
include soil erosion, streambank
failure, field drainage. or tree
planting, just to name a few. NRCS
staff are available to answer ques-
tions and offer advice and, if
requested, can schedule to make a
visit to look at more serious prob-
lemns,

Financial assistance is available
for landowners with natural
resource problems related to agri-
cultural operations. The Kentucky
Division of Conservation Cost
Share program provides assistance
to persons engaged in agricultural
and silvicultural production: for
implementation. of best manage-
ment practices to provide cleaner
water in Kentucky’s streams,
rivers, lakes and groundwater.
Applications will be prioritized for

@ funding.

Highest priority will be given to
livestock producers whose waste
management systems are known to

be causing water quality problems.

Also recetyving higher consider-
ation will be those landowners who
have already implemented an Ag
Water Quality Plan, Conservation
Plan, or Forest Stewardship Plan.

Application deadline for the
Kentucky Soil Erosion and Water
Quality Cost Share Program is
February 26.

Two federal cost share programs
will also conduct ranking periods
this spring. The Environmental
Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)
and Wildlife Habitat Incentive
Program (WHIP) will assess appli-
cations received by February 26,
These programs require landown-
ers o commit to a minimum five-
year contract to implement neces-
sary conservation practices Lo
address water quality and wildlife
habitat concerns.

For more information about
these cost share. programs, for
Agriculture, or general assistance
with natural resource problems,
contact Chris Slone, district con-
servationist for Floyd and Pike
counties, 606 886-9545 or (606)
437-7879. Or, stop by at either
office locations: 214 South Central
Ave., Prestonsburg; or 102 Baird
Ave., Pikeville.

Winn-Dixie starts
selling lottery tickets

On . Thursday, February 18,
Prestonsburg’s Winn-Dixie store
began selling something it has
never sold before—Kentucky
Lottery tickets,

Winn-Dixie had not previously
sold lottery products in the
Kentucky Lottery’s nine-and-a-half
year history. As of Thursday, all 60
of its Kentucky stores will be sell-
ing Powerball, Lotto Kentucky,
instant scratch-off games and all the
other products the Kentucky
Lottery offers.

The first 300 customers who vis-

ited the Prestonsburg Winn-Dixie
store on Thursday received a free
Kentucky Lottery scratch-off ticket.
Shaun Johnson of Louisville won
$12,000 on a free ticket when
Winn-Dixie stores started selling in
his home town.

Coors Light
18-Pk. 5899

J & J Liquors

Betsy Layne » 478-2477

Poison prevention

Babies and toddlers are curious
creatures, exploring the new world
with all their senses. Anything that
looks interesting goes straight in
their mouths. Because of this nat-
ural tendency, young children are|
especially vulnerable to poisoning.

What is poison? Not all poisonsg
come with the old “skull and L‘l’i.!?«'.ﬁ?
bones™ label. A poison is anything
that can harm people (and some-
times pets) if they eat it, breath it,
get it in their eyes or on their skin.®
That can include a variety of seem-
ingly harmless items around the
House.

How can you safeguard chil-
dren from these hazards? Darlene
F. Goodrich, coordinator of the
Kentucky Safe Kids Coalition,
sponsored by the Cabinet for
Health Services, has these sugges-
tions:

* Watch your child. Children
left alone for a moment can get
into trouble. The theme for the
1999 Nauonal Poison Prevention
Week, March 21-27, stresses this
point: Children Act Fast..So do
poisons. Here's one idea—use a
cordless phone so you don't have
to leave your child to answer a call.

= Never tell a child that medi-
cine is candy.

= Keep poisonous products out
of reach of even the most deter-
mined “climber.” Do a room-lo-
room survey, including the garage,
and childproof your home. Put
cleansers, medicine, vitamins and
iron supplements, cosmetics, per-
sonal care products (like mouth-
wash), pesticides, paints and sol-
vents, and house plants out of
reach. Locking up dangerous mate-
rials out of sight is even better.

* Stock your first-aid kit “just in
case.” Poison control experts rec-
ommend asking your pharmacist
for activated charcoal. It costs
about $4.

* Post the Kentucky Regional
Poison Control Center hotline
number (800-722-5725) near all
your phones. Telephone stickers
are available. You also can find
this number in the front of the
phone directory.

Job fair
at MSU

Employment representatives
from a variety of companies will be
on hand for the 1999 Spring Job
Fair, Thursday, March 4, from 10
a.m. to | p.m., in the Crager Room,
Adron Doran University Center at
Morehead State University.

The fair is open to all MSU stu-
dents, graduates and area citizens.
About 40 companies will be repre-
sented, including Accountemps,
Coca-Cola, Eastern State Hospital,
Emerson Power, Farm Credit
Services, Kroger, Lab Support.
Lex-Fayette Police, Manpower,
Marriott Griffin Gate, Navy Officer
Program, Olsten Staffing, Shawnee
Mental Health, and WDKY-TV.

Participants are encouraged to
bring multiple copies of their
resume and be prepared to inter-
view with a number of employer
representatives. Admission to the
event is free and open to the public.

Additional information is avail-
able from Career Services,
606/783-2233 or via the Internet at
www.morehead-st.edu/spring_job-
fair.

DOME

with the kids?

Sphere
HB®

As It Gets" and “The Borrowers” on Showfime.
Because all you have to do is threaten to turn if off
Walk softly and carry o big remote.

As Good As It Gets

TwHe

package for only *4.95.

Then you need the good stuff
on CableVision. And fast.

Funny how rooms get cleaned, clothes get picked up, and the
goarbage gets taken ouf almost insfantly when you hove the
good stuff on TV, Stuff like "A Pig's Tole” on HBO and “As Good m

Get connected to the People’s Choice

Call 1-800-766-0553 now.

COMMUNICATION)

L‘ CABLEVISION

* Educate yourself and other
caregivers, including grandparents,
on poison prevention before some-
thing happens. Many poisonings
occur at a grandparent’s house
where medication is left out on a
table.

Free materials including a
Poison Lookout Checklist, a tele-
phone sticker, and poison preven-
tion brochure are available from
the Kentucky Regional Poison
Control Center. You can call the
hotline for these items or call the
center educator at an administra-
tive number: 502/629-5428,

The  state-funded  Poison
Control Center, staffed by nurses
and physicians, operates 24 hours a
day, every day, and serves all 120
Kentucky counties. It is located at
Kosair Children's Hospital in
Louisville.

Don't hestitate to call the center
if your child has contact with any
guestionable substance, said Henry
Spiller, the center’s clinical direc-
tor.

It's important to call the Poison
Center Hotline for several reasons,
This is the fastest way of reaching
help in a poison emergency, said
Spiller. The medical professionals
at the Poison Control Center can
help you evaluate the situation and
advise you on the right steps to
take. Using the wrong or out-dated
first-aid measures can cause fur-
ther harm,

Spiller said the center received
61,010 calls for information in
1998 and 47,800 people were
determined to be exposed to poi-
sons, Of that number, 65 percent
were six years old or younger,

Although the majority of poison
cases involved small children, the
center does handle calls involving
older children and adults who have
unintentionally or deliberately
swallowed or inhaled toxic sub-
stances. For example. some callers
seek advice after accidentally tak-
ing another family member’s med-
icing. Others call for help after
misusing products in an attempt to
get high or commit suicide.

Most of the cases of exposure to
poison were managed outside a
hospital and millions of dollars in
emergency medical costs were
saved, Spiller said.

But more importantly,
were saved.
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Minister of smiles retires at Citizens National Bank

Twenty eight years aga, when
Citizens National Bank in
Paintsville was using adding
machines instead of compulers. and
there was only one bank location,
not 10. Tobe Wheeler was hired as
maintenance supervisor. His last
day on the job at Citizens National
Bank was Friday, February 26.

Retirement for Wheeler does not
mean moving o Florida for the
winter or fishing al Painisville Lake
every day, It means having more
time available to devote to the First
Church of God, where he will con-
tinue his ministry. .

“Although I'll miss’ working at
Citizens National," Wheeler said.
“I'm looking forward to having
more time available to visit with
people at their homes, make hospi-
tal visits, and dedicate time to

church.”
TIMES CHANGE
Wheeler has been the minister at
First Church of God in

Staffordsville for nearly 25 years.
Instrumental in helping his church
grow, he commented. “I've con-
ducted many marriage ceremonies,
more funerals than vou like 1o
imagine. and helped the church
increase its membership from 25 to
125.” All the while, Wheeler has
helped the church implement three
remodeling projects is 25 years.
“There is only one original wall still
standing,” he said.

“Times have changed at Citizens
National, t00,” Wheeler said.
“When | first started working at the
bank there wasn't such a thing as an
ATM (automatic teller machine). |
remember when the first one for
Citizens National Bank was

installed.” Since Wheeler began his
career at CNB, the bank corporation
has expanded into Floyd County
through the purchase of The Bank

Interested in saving gym

Josephine, and will be expanding
into Magoffin County in March,

“Citizens. National Bank has
enjoyed many changes over the last
twenty-eight years,” said Dennis
Dorton, president and chief execu-
tive officer at CNB. “We are thank-
ful we could Keep Tobe on our team
for so many years.”

“I've been fortunate to have two
wonderful jobs in the last 28 years,”
Wheeler said. “1 love my work at
both the Church of God and
Citizens National Bank."

Wheeler attributes his tenure
with the bank to the personal man-
agement styles of two generations
of chief executive officers, Oscar T.
Dorton and to his son Dennis T,
Dorton. “Through my employment
at Citizens National, I've developed
many friendships for which I'm
extremely grateful. I cannot remem-
ber having even one conflict with
any of the people I've worked with.
My job has been extremely joyful
and gratifying.”

Wheeler said waiching children
of coworkers grow-up, get married
and begin having children has been
one of the perks of working for the
same corporation for such a long
time. “When you're in-a job for as
long as I've been in this one, you
begin to feel like your coworkers
are your own family,” Wheeler said.
“In fact, some of them really are.”
His wife, Nancy, is on the custodian
staff. “She's worked for me. but
I"ve tried not go give her too hard of
a time.” His daughter-in-law Rose,
wife to his son, Tim, is an assistant
vice president and customer data
center manager. and his sister, Mary
Moletie is a custodian at CNB.

The most wasted day is that in
which we have not laughed.

--Chumfnrr. Maximes at pensees

{1805)

=1

During a community meeting at Osborne Elementary, Jaquetta Parker
told Floyd County Board of Education member Johnnie Ross the
Wheelwright gym was important to her sister and other students for
many reasons. Ross met with the group to discuss their concerns
about the gym which they hope can be saved for student and com-

munity use. (photo by Wiliie Elliott)

Editorial—lConlinued from page four)

It's kind of like a house that
wasn't built straight to begin
with. Each new owner tries to
shore it up with crooked poles or
to cover the old faults with new
siding or heavy paint. But it just
keeps sliding away frdm the
foundation.

Finally, it becomes obvious
that, no matter how attached the
heirs are to the place, the best
thing to do is to tear it down and
start from scratch.

Maybe, the best thing the cur-
rent board can do is to dismantle
the entire system. File bankrupt-
cy, if you will. Farm the students
out to neighboring school sys-
tems. Dismiss all the staff. And
just before they resign them-
selves, hire an outside manage-
ment firm — with no ties to
Floyd County, Kentucky, what-
soever — to come in and start
the whole shebang over.

The managers, who are kin to
no one here and influenced by
no one here, would study the
county’s demographics, look at
where the students are and what
they need to compete with other
students not just in Kentucky
but nationwide, develop a viable
curriculum aspiring to excel-
lence rather than mediocrity, set
up criteria for teachers and
supervisors, determine physical
plant and staffing needs, design

policies that clearly present
rights and responsibilities of all
staff — whatever needs to be
done to re-establish a school
system.

The managers would then
advertise for and interview staff
for the new system, from cooks
to superintendent. Certainly,
some of the former staff mem-
bers may be hired back, but they
would have to prove they meet
the clearly defined requirements
for the positions.

A special election for school
board members would be called.
with each candidate required to
go through intense training not
only on how a school system is
supposed to operate, but also in
interpersonal communication
skills, decision-making, team-
building and cooperation. The
managerial persons chosen (o
lead the system would go
through similiar training.

Yawn. Stretch. Better wake
up now and get back to work.
This was a dream for a different
time and a different place. —
Pam Shingler

Coors Light
18-Pk. 5899

J & J Liquors
Betsy Layne = 478-2477

LEGAL NOTICE

The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

In accordance with KRS 176,051, Kentucky's noxious weed law, the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet will destroy noxious weeds on state-owned right of way at
the request of the adjoining property owner. The noxious weeds named in this law

are Johnson

giant foxtail, Canada thistle, nodding thistle, multiflora rose,

black nightshade, wild cucumber and kudzu,

Persons who own property adjacent to state right of way and who are involved in
eradication efforts on their property can submit a written application to the high-
way district office in their area. Applications and addresses of each district office
will be located at state highway garages.

Ask anyone who works for
Citizens National Bank il Wheeler
enjoys laughing and they will sure-
ly reply, “Yes!"™ Wheeler loves to
play practical jokes on anyone who
is willing and gullible enough to be
tricked.

“I love o make people laugh,”
Wheeler said. “My philosophy is if
you meet someone who doesn’t
have a smile, give them yours.”

“Communicating  with  his
coworkers has been one of Tobe's
strengths,” Dennis Dorton, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
CNB, said. "Tobe has always
offered individuals 4 smile when
they needed it. He always has a
humorous word for other employ-

‘he missed at Citizens

ees in the bank. We'll miss his kind
and compassionale manner,”

Jerry Booth., who will succeed
Wheeler as maintenance supervisor,
said, It has always been an experi-
ence working with Tobe. There is
never a dull moment because he is
always wearing a smile."

Although Wheeler's smile will
National
Bank, his family will be receptive
to seeing 1t more often.

In addition 1o devoting more
time to his church, Wheeler has
plans to spend more time with his
family, including his wife. Nancy,
o whom he's been married for 38
years, their three children, Tim,
Connie and Alan; and two grand-
children, Jessica and Madison.

(]

GUESS
WHO?

This guy grew up to be a
Running Rebel #20.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Mom and Dad

Academy’s g

Spring Fling
Gospel Sing

Friday, March 12th, 7:00 p.m.

Al the Mountain Arts Center, Prestonsburg, Ky.
-Featuring-
Sincere
The Sammons Family
MCA Students, Strings & Choir

GENERAL ADMISSION
Advance $5.00 At the Door $6.00
Advance tickets sold by MCA Parents, Students
or at the School Office

A Letter to the Leaders of Floyd County
On Behalf of the Children of Left Beaver

“The Floyd County commissioners also authorized (Paul Hunt)
Thompson to "negotiate’ on behalf of the county with the Floyd
County Board of Education over the possibility of buying the former
Wheelwright gym.” Article 2 in the Floyd County Times on the
February 25, 1999 Fiscal Court Meeting.

“The board has not talked about selling the Wheelwright gym.”

erry Dotso t
rd in

side f Wheelwri

t at the

For months, long before the last county election, the talk in Left Beaver has been that the sale of the Wheelwright gym in inevitable-
a ‘done deal.” The only question was when it will be sold. Most said that the offer would not be made until after the election. Despite
repeated appearances of concerned citizens in front of the local board of education, the board has said that there are no plans to sell
the gym. This past week, however, the Flovd County Times reported that the fiscal court had on Friday authorized Paul Hunt
Thompson 1o negotiate for the purchase of the gym,

As a result of this action, we are appealing to the Floyd County commissioners, Larry Foster Stumbo, Ermal Tackett, and
Gerald DeRossett and the Floyd County Board of Education members Terry Dotson, Jody Mullins, Johnnie Ross, Don
Roberts, and Caro Stumbo to consider their actions carefully. We hope that you will put the children of Left Beaver first. It is
our understanding that the fiscal court want to renovate-the bottom portion of the building and use it for housing fer volunteers who
come into the area to work. The gym itself would be made available to students. Before you make your decision, we would ask you

to consider the following:

Position of the Board: Wheelwright

gum is being considered as surplus property by the
Board. The board wants to divest itself of ownership
and make the gym available to the whole community

for its use.

Position of the Board: The Wheelwright site should be
sold because other schools in the county, such as Stumbo
Elementary, do not have full-sized gyms and have to use

practice gyms.

Position of the Board: Decisions must be made 1o save
money in what is a hard ume financially for the school system.
The board has taken the position that it needs to rid itself of
all surplus property to improve programs in the county.

Our Position: While the board may have declared the
Wheelwright gym as surplus property, Osborne Elementary has
not been closed. It has an enrollment of approximately 510 stu-
dents. For the last 18 years, the Wheelwright gym has been
Osborme’s gym. It has no other place to play its games. The
practice gym at Osbome is very small and has resulted in the
injury of several students.

Our Position: The gym at South Floyd is not available to the
school. Over 16 different groups are scheduled to use the South
Floyd gym. The earliest that groups from the middle school and
Osborne can get.into the building is at 9:00 at night.
The board has responsibility to provide a facility to this students.
It can’t build a new gym. According to recent reports from the
is little possibili w construction i
county for the next ten vears. The Floyd County Board of
Education has not taken a similar action with any other school.
The board would certainly save money if it sold all of the gyms
in the county, but it has not done so, nor should it. The school
system is supposed to serve students. We Hope It Will.

Our Position: Stumbo does not have a full size gym but should
we deny the opportunity for other children for that reason? How
do we help the Betsy Layne students by taking a facility away
from the students of Osbormne? There would still be other schools
in the county where there are full-sized gyms available to ele-
mentary students, Do we close them as well?

Our Position: The board has not been consistent with this
approach. The Floyd County School system is, in fact, continu-
ing to maintain a gym at Martin where Opportunities Unlimited
is located with an enrollment of 20 plus students and no formal
sports program. This property is not being sold, however, for
other reasons. Other school property such as that of Allen where
no students are enrolled have not been considered. According to
the Floyd County central office staff, the Martin facility is one of
the most expensive ones in the county to operate because of the
cost of utilities. The Martin facility costs almost three-four times
whal it takes to operate the Wheelwright gym.

Our Position: Ridding itself of the Wheelwright facility will not
save the school system of significant amounts of money, From
July 1998 until Febroary 1999, the total operation cost for the
Wheelwright gym was §9.000, approximately a little over a
$1,000 per month. This cost included charges for electricity, nat-
ural gas, sewage. water, and custodial services. Other sites are
much more expensive to operate. The monthly electricity bills
alone for other gyms in the county are over $1,000 monthly.

We urge the Floyd County Fiscal Court to look for another site and the Floyd County Board of Education to meet its responsibilities
to the children of Left Beaver. There are many empty houses in the Wheelwright area that the Floyd county Fiscal Court could reno-
vate inexpensively and that would be far more suitable for housing than the bottom floor of the Wheelwright gym. We need a facility
where our children can practice and play their games under the ownership, care and supervision of the Floyd County school system.
We believe that the children have a right to that, The Wheelwright gym was built in the late 1950's from the profits eamed by the
coal miners who worked for Inland Steel, Some of these same miners have grandchildren and great-grandchildren attending Osborne
Elementary. We are asking that you honor these men by keeping this gym for the children until such time as the school system can

provide them with another one.

SAVE OUR GYM COMMITTEE...
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From left, Kim Gibson, Mikeal Fannin, Blair Hall, David Joseph, Willlam May, Gerrl Vance; and in second
\row, Chris Horn, Josh Kinzer, Amanda Keathley, and Sarah Recktenwald have had an excellent academic
year and are winning quite a few honors for themselves.

Allen Elementary Academic Team competes

The Allen Elementary Academic
Team recently competed in regional
competition at Johnson County
Middle School.

During recent District
Governor’s Cup competition, the

team received second place in over-
all competition. The Quick Recall
team also placed second. In the
individual test categories, William
May placed first in Science and sec-
ond in Social Studies. David Joseph

placed third in General Knowledge
and second in Science,

Blair Hall placed fourth in Social
Studies. Josh Kinzer placed third in
Language Arts. Chris Horn placed
third in math,

Bee?

Name

Whitney Parsons (8)
Stacy Howard (6)
Megan Tackett (6)
Jonathan Inck (8)
Ashley C. Madden (5)
Amy Wallen (5)
Belinda Boyd (5)
Ashley Bealer (6)
Jacob Couch (4)
Brooks Herrick (5)
Leigh Ann Tuttle (7)
Shawna Adkins (7)
Sara Pillersdorf (8)

Spell-check

The Spelling Bee winner, Shawna Adkins, is the daughter of Ben and Joetta Adkins of Betsy Layne, and the
runner up, Sarah Pillersdorf, is the daughter of Ned Pillersdorf and Janet Stumbo of Van Lear.

“Chanﬂcellor of t

Dr. Keith Bird has been appoint-
ed chancellor of Kentucky's techni-
cal colleges. The appointment puts
in place the permanent team that
will guide implementation of the
Kentucky Community and
Technical College System, Dr,
Michael B. McCall, KCTCS presi-
dent, said.

Upon the recommendation of
McCall, the KCTCS Board of
Regents at its recent meeting in
Bowling Green approved the
appointment of Bird. That action

How hard are the spelling words that Floyd County students in grades 4-8 face in the Floyd County Spelling

Below are some of the words, the round the words occurred and how students attempted (o spell them. Grade
level is given after the student’s name.

School Round Word given Spelling
Adams 18 braggart bragagert
ACMS 1 necessary nessecary
Allen 11 expensive exspensive
Betsy Layne 1 cupboard cubbard
Clark 2 decision desciision
Duff 4 opportunity oportunity
May Valley 3 conclusion conclustion
MeDowell 3 introduction intrduction
Osborne 2 permission permision
Prestonsburg 12 grateful gratful
SFM