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Harold man killed
in Pikeville wreck

A Harold man is dead following an early-
moming automobile accident in Pikeville
which may result in criminal charges.

Connie King, 48, of Harold was driving a
1990 Ford Bronco I north on US 23 at 1:41
a.m. when she lost control of the vehicle,
striking a metal utility pole and then an

gcmbankment, The vehicle then overturned
and came 1o a rest on its top.

Four other passengers were riding in the
truck with King at the time of the accident.

They include Garland Lee Rogers Sr., 48, of
26, of
Johnathan E. Pente, 19, of

| Harold; Talisa Michelle Howell,
Chattaroy, W.Va.;

Harold; and a 3-year-old juvenile from

P’burg poised
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City proposes annexing over 1,200 acres

by RALPH B. DAVIS
Managing EpiToR

Should a pair of ordinances win
final approval from the city coun-
cil, the city of Prestonsburg will
soon grow by nearly two square
miles.

Members of the Prestonsburg
City Council gave initial approval
to two ordinances which encom-
pass the annexation, which

includes the Big Branch of Abbott.

The first of the ordinances
includes 692,19 acres in an area
described in the ordinance as
“southwest of US 23 at the head of
‘Tiger Mart Hollow' and extend-
ing up the top of the ridge on the
left side of the Big Branch of
Abbol Creek to Middle Creek and
across State Route 114.7

The second ordinance would
annex 3530.22 acres from “the

mouth of Big Branch of Abbot
Creek and extending up Big
Branch so as to include the ared
contained in the Big Branch of
Abbott Creek watershed.”

Together, the proposals would
bring 1,222.41 acres into the eity’s
corporate limits.

Big Branch has been the site of
substantial development in recent
years, including the Cedar Trace
subdivision of upscale homes.

Now Int
Prestonsburg!

East Court Street
1-800-624-4273

Vodume 71, Issue 104 = 75 Cents

to grow again

Prestonsburg's
latest annexa-
tion push would
bring the Big
Branch of
Abbott Creek
into city limits,
including the
Cedar Trace
subdivision.

photo by
Ralph B. Davis

The smell of money...

photo by Pam Shinglar
Julie Gourley of the Environmental Protection Agency met with local officials Monday morning to discuss
the possibility of drilling for methane gas under the Floyd County landfill. Gas created by the decomposi-
tion of garbage might be used to fuel some small businesses.

Old landfill could belch up
some money for county

The landfill av Garth Hollow has

Long-time
PVA dies

by PAM SHINGLER
SENIOR EDITOR

One of Floyd County's longest serving elected officials
died Monday, four days before his official retirement date.

Lovel Hall, 53, had announced
that he would retire on August 31,
after serving as Property
Valuation Administrator since
1973.

He had beéen feted al several
retiremeént  parties and  had
received @ number of honors in
| the last few weeks, including hav-
l ing a week declared in his hopor

by the Floyd County Fiscal Court.
The

Kentucky  House of
Representatives tapped him for its
Ouistanding Kentuekian Award, and his peers in the

[
!
| Kentucky PVA Association had given him the prestigious
|
|
[

Lovel Hall

110% Award. He had also been honored by the cities of
Martin and Prestonsburg and by Gov. Paul Patton.

‘ (See HALL, page two)

For sale: City lots
‘at new golf course

by RALPH B. DAVIS
Manacing EDiToR

Trash gas could mean new cash

by PAM SHINGLER
SeENIOR EDITOR

Mix a bunch of different foods
together in the stomach, with air
and acids, and you might get an
uncomfortable case of what's com-
monly known as gas,

Mix tons of household garbage,
cover it, let it decompose, und
you're likely, again, to get gas.

But, unlike the human gas,
which often requires the purchase
of medication, the methane gas at
the Floyd County landfill could
profit the county.

Federal and state officials, as
well as-a pairof private consultants,
were here Monday to discuss the
possibility of harnessing the gas
that occurs naturally among decom-
posing matler.

created acid stomachs for local offi-
cials since before its shutdown in
1992, and continues today as the
county attempts to close it.

More than 346,000 tons of
garbage from six counties have
been covered over, enough to sup-
port a small methane operation, said
Julie Gourley, a representative with
the federal Environmental
Protection Agency.

(Sec GAS, page three)

The city of Prestonsburg is ready to get into the real
estate business after voting Monday night to sell its
remaining lots in its mountaintop development project,

The subject attracted a significant amount of discussion

as council members pondered ex
tracts and for how much.
Mayor Jerry Fannin kicked off

actly how to sell the

the discussion, telling

the council that money would soon be needed to hire a
golf pro for the project’s golf course, He asked the coun-
cil’s guidance about whether 10 oblain appraisals on the

(See COUNCIL, page three)

Chattaroy, W.Va.
Rogers was taken to Pikeville Methodist
Hospital, where he was pronounced dead.
King and Howell were also taken to

Board, state squabble
‘over Carter’s future

by WILLIE ELLIOTT
StarF WRITER

(See WRECK, page two)

&
Two Day Forecast...

Al least two people in attendance
had voiced concern about such intimi-
dadon. Carol Stumbo had expressed
that concemn on several occasions
including the meeting with the state

Today
Stray t-storms

High: 86 = Low: 66

The dream con-
tinues. Billie
Jean King told

board members

|
After waiting until nearly midnight
at the regular Floyd County Board of
|
|
|
|

* AL F T LIUL LI LT Education ~ meeting at  Allen board carlier this month, FCEA presi- how she plans to
' Tomorrow Elementary on Monday night, dent Gary Hopkins expressed the same involve more stu-
Associate Commissioner Tom Willis  concern during his talk to the board at dents in music
Late showers suggested that the rumors about Monday night's meeting, activities at the
High: 82 » Low: 60 teacher fear and intimidation were a When Swmbo and Jody Mullins Mountain Arts
bunch of bovine fecal matter. tried to ascertain the role that State Ee"t;"- Thﬁ
. - _ Willis asked anyone who heard Manager Woody Carter would play in oard readily
Ly For ipdothe-minute forecasts, see such a rumor to ask the source. He did the system, the conversation became endarssts

www.floydcountytimes.com Osborne’s plans.

not indicate how that information

would be used.

/weather.htm

(See Charges page two)

Where Friends Meet Friends

photo by Willie Elliott

Breakfast Specials Mon. - Fri. 6 - 11 a.m, » Daily Lunches + Classic Dmners
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crypng jabs berween Willis und the
iwo board Mullins
asked. “Do vou have o plan?™
Willis shot back, Do you have a
an ™
Mullins rejoined
don 't have nothing.”
Stumbao had acetdentally tound a

members

“We

with.

TEM Equipment
Rentals

Dozers » Backhoes * Excavators
Bobcats * Terramites

") Holiday Special
WE’RE DEALING

U.S. Rt. 23, lvel KY » 606-478-1391
Toll free 1-877-478-1391

2000 Honda Civic
4-Dr. - VP 4

Automatic, air conditioning,

AM/FM/CD player, keyless entry,
remote mirrors, power door locks,
dual air bags, child-proof locks

Was $16,014.95

wou$14,064

document during the meeting with
the stale board thal outlined
Carter's presence in phases. Willis
said that document was an internal
document and not meant for public
consumption

Billie Jean Osborne reported 1o
the board plans for involving more

Floyd County students in"inusic

activities at the Muoontain, Arts

Center,  Qsborne tald of other suc-
cesses she has had with Floyd
County students and asked the
board “o give me 4 chance to work
with students. in the school.”™ The
board endorsed plans that Osborme
outlined.

Gail Hall addressed the board
aboutl unfairness in sports activities
in the county. She said the sports
programs served too few students
and that coaches have too much say
so in deciding who plays and who
doesn't.

After some discossion, board
chairman Terry Dotson told Hall,
*“I'm having a hard tme getting my
arms around this.”

“I'm not surprised,” Hall retort-
ed.

At lgast one transportation prob-

Doral Cigarettes

81 399 carton

J & J Liquors
Betsy Layne « 478-2477

Jem sl remains in the system.
Billie Duty from Melvin and parent
of an Osbome Elementary student
told the board that her 9-yvear-old
boy left home at 6:40 a.m. and did
return until 4:33 p.m, She asked
the board to help her with the situa-
tion. Transportation director Jody
Swuord was not in attendance.

Two people, Bernardo
Maldonado and Ricky Akers,
brought the board’s attention fo fur-
ther needs at Stumbo Elementary.
Later in the meeting, the board
voted to use bond money to make
major improvements (o the school,
thus freeing up money to address
ruof problems at Osborne and Clark
elementary.

Joe Jfones reported Lo the board
and explained the need to purchase
the Newman property at Hi Hat so
the field could be used for nexi
fall’s football season, He said if the
hoard acted quickly and the winter
was mild, the field could be com-
pleted, “If we have a deep freeze
this winter, all bets are off.” Jones
quipped.

After some animated discussion,

HHONDA

CLEARANCE SALE

To Choose
From

EJ86AYJIW

EJB14YFW

Was

2000 Honda Civic
2-Dr. EX

4-cyl., 5-speed, air conditioner, AM/FM/CD
player, cruise, power windows, power locks,
keyless entry, sunroof, spoiler.

H2117

$17,529.95

4-Dr. LX

2000 Honda Accord

H2025

Automatie, air conditioning, power windows,
power locks, tilt wheel, cruise control, dual
air bags, child-proof locks, keyless entry,
AM/FM, cassette/CD, spoiler.

Was $21,474.90

Now $1 8,640
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Free

with

Interest
Rates

Service includes up to 5 gts. of Motorcraft oil and a
new Matorcarft oll filter, Diesel vehicies may be axira.
Disposal fee extra, it applicable.

OHer valid with coupon. Taxes exlra

Tire Rotation

Brake Inspection

99

or less

and drums. Se

*89°..

install Motoreralt preferred vaiue front or rear brake linings on
i light trucks. Excludes machining, rotors, and
service advisor for your 12:point Fall vehicle
inspection report card. Offer valid with coupoh, Taxes extra

most cars a
drums.

inspection report card. Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra.

Fall Is Coming—Is Your Vehicle Ready?
Let Us Get It Ready With These Fall Specials:

10% Discount On All Over-The-Counter Parts

——————o——-—--n-—---———-————--——.----—————-T——-———-—————-n--h-

Qil & Filter |
Change

Premium
Brake Service
with 12-Paint

Brake Service

with 12-Point
Fall
Vehicle Inspection

559%,

Fall Vehicle Inspection g

Install Ford Motor Co. original equipmant front or rear brake lin- I Installation extra. Fits most cars and light trucks, Labor and
ings on most cars and light trucks. Excludes machining, rotors; | towing covered during Motorcralt battery warranty for deal-
ice advisor for your 12-point Fall vehicle 3 er-instalied battery, See service advisor for warranty detalls,
'Select models only. Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra.

Change oil filter, check & top off all
fluids, inspect all brakes, rotate tires,
inspect all belts & hoses, check
coolant for Fall, inspect wiper blades,

Batteries

Motorcraft tested tough series
(BXL)* 18 months free
replacement, 34 months pro-rata

lube wheel stops.

As Low AS

4.9"

Tax, Licensa, destination fees not included, Sea dealer for details.

HONDA f FORD ¢ LINCOLN » MERCURY

US 23, 105 Layne Bros, Road * P.O. Box 183 » Ivel, Kentucky 41642
(606) 886-1234 » 606) 478-1234 » (606) 874-1234 « (606) 433-1234

www.laynebroshonda.com

Pymis, figured 60 mo. @ 6,9% APR w/2000 down in cash or trde aquity. with approved crediff

the board approved discretionary
funds that are earmarked for
schools. The original plan called
for some items to go to the central
office. Stumbo also said some
schools were treated differently
because Adams Middle School sent
in four request. Ross asked, “Is this
about Adams Middle School
again?” Once those items were
pulled for further discussion, the
motion passed. It was unclear what
would happen to those items. They
will be brought to the board at a
later meeting.

Another lively discussion
ensued when Debbie Daniels pre-
sented a plan to have ExecuTrain of
Lexington perform technology
training for the county, The com-
pany will charge the system about
$450,000 for the training. but
Daniels pointed out that this plan
includes training for all certified
personnel. Daniels estimated that
as little as 20 percent of teachers
are familiar enough with technolo-
£y to use it in core content classes.

Dotson said the system had to
find a way to get the technology
(which cost the system millions of
dollars) into the hands of students.

Stumbo said she agreed that
teachers must know and use tech-
nology, but she said it could be
done more cheaply. The board
approved, with Stumbo voting no,
to hire the firm to do the training

The board announced that work
will begin soon on the Belsy Layne
Elementary road project. The work
will be similar to what was done at
Duff Elementary and will provide a

safer access for students to and
from US 23.
In consent items, the board

approved the use of school facili-
ties for the following projects:

* Prestonsburg High School
facilities by Eastern Cheer and
Dance Association located in South
Hill, Virginia, for January 6;

* McDowell Elementary facili-
ties for a benefit/fund-raiser con-
cert to raise funds for the Syndey
Mullins fund. Mullins died recent-
ly in a Pittsburgh hospital. Fanning
said he would leave the request and
ask for approval in case the school
wanted to do something for the
family and;

* Opportunities Unlimited (gym)
for use by Martin Junior Pro (AAU)

® Continued from p1

basketball league.

According to information. pro-
vided to board members by
Transportation Director  Linda
Rice, all four high schools had
instances where students lost their
driver's licenses because of poor
attendance. The number of stu-
dents at each of the schools include
119 at Prestonsburg, 42 at Allen
Central, 15 at Betsy Layne and 1 at
South Floyd. Rice also reported
that 69 students have transferred
from county to county at least once
and 28 have transferred more than
once,

Deborah Prater who has worked
as secretary at Allen Central High
School requested a medical leave of
absence from July 1 to June 30 due
to condition called a vascular
necrosis. a rare bone disease. The
board approved the request.

The board approved a fundraiser
for Prestonsburg Elementary which
will involve the sale of a variety of
gift items. The funds generated
will provide students the opportuni-
1y to take educational field trips as
an extension of academic goals and
objectives.

The board approved the certified
AIEP Drop Out Prevention position
at Prestonsburg High School. The
SBIDM council at the school hopes
the program will reduce the number
of out-of-school suspensions and
improve attendance rates.

Other actions taken by the board
include the following:

* Selting the vehicle and water-
craft tax rate levy the same as last
year;

* Approved BG-| for the Allen
Central pool renovation;

* Sel the composition of the bud-
gel committee:

* Created four instructional
assistant positions at May Valley;

* Set the Head Start budget and
salary schedules for 2000-2001;

» Created a alternative in-school
education program Supervisor pro-
gram al Prestonsburg High School;

* Contracted with the Floyd
County. Health Department for
hepatitis B vaccinations.

* Created a .5 media assistant
position at Osborne Elementary,
and

« Contracted with Kentucky
Valley Education Cooperative for
educational services.

County Judge-Executive Paul
Hunt Thompson said yesterday
that all county offices will be
closed Friday afternoon for the
funeral.

“He was a unique person,”
Thompson said, “to overcome his
handicaps and to go on the way he
did. He had an assurance aboul
him.

“It was good that he could see
at his retirement parties how peo-
ple felt about him and how
respected he was.” the judge
added.

Hall succumbed to the effects
of Lou Gehrig's disease,. also
known as amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis, a debilitating condition in
which the nerves that control the
muscles are gradually destroyed,
He died at Highlands Regional
Medical Center.

Hall spent most of his profes-
sional career in public service,
assuming the PVA post when he
was only 26 years old. He suc-
cessfully weathered the storms
that wracked many eastern
Kentucky PVA offices in the carly
1990s, as broad reassessments of
properties were ordered by the
state,

He was born at Grethel on

B Continued from p1

February 3, 1947, a son of the late
W.]. and Maudie Vance Hall. He
was a graduate of McDowell High
School and Prestonsburg
Community College

In addition to membership in
professional organizations. he was
a4 member of the Masonic Lodge,
Wheelwright No, 889, and the
Oletka Shrine of Lexington. He
was a former member of the board
of the McDowell Appalachian
Regional Hospital,

Among survivors are his wife,
Cendia Marie Marshall Hall, two
daughters, four brothers, two sis-
ters, and three grandchildren.

Funeral services will be Friday
at | p.m. at the Hall Funeral Home
Chapel at Martin. and burial will
be in the W.J. Hall Cemetery at
Grethel. Visitation is after 5 p.m.
today and after 8 a.m. Thursday. A
Masonic service is set for 7 pun.,,
lomMorrow

A full obituary is on page A8,

The Floyd County PVA office,
which is actually a state agency,
will likely be closed on Friday,
according to an employee of the
office. The staff was awaiting a
decision on the closing from offi-
cials with the state Revenue
Cabinet yesterday afternoon.

ttention Diabetics:

nsulin Pen Teaching
ar 5, 2000 - 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

: Highlands Regional Medical Center,
“=Eli Lilly, NovoNordisk

PHARMACY

“Where you're not just a number”
1 the atrium of Highlands Regional
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"Aquaponics project gets $100,000 grant

“_\I

@

Times Staff Report

The Floyd County Fiscal Court
has received a $100,000 grant from
the  Appalachian Regional
Commussion to help pay for the
development of a training program
which will teach 840 people about
aquaculture and small business
development over the next two
years,

Money from the grant will be
used to pay for construction of a

greenhouse at South Floyd High
School. The greenhouse will be

used to teach Sstudents about
aquaponics. a method of raising
fish and plants in a closed green-

Gas

house system.

Students enrolled in the aqua-
culture classes will operate the
greenhouse. Fish and plants raised
in the program will be sold through
i business operated by entrepre-
neurship students at the school.
Adult students will also have
opportunities to learn about the
aquaculture  business  through
classes coordinated by  the
University of Kentucky Extension
Service,

“This grant is good news for the
students at South Floyd High
School. who will use this new
facility to learn about an interest-
ing and growing part of our econo-

my,” said U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers.
who announced the grant Tuesday.
“This program will give these
young people a look at a growing
business in particular, but it will
also give them important knowl-
edge about what 1t takes to build
and run any kind of business. This
entreprencurial knowledge is vital
to the economic growth of this
region and our efforts to create
new business opportunities and
new jobs,™

“It's now starting to move,"
County Judge-Executive Paul Hunt
Thompson said about the project
Tuesday, “We feel real good about
it. We feel it will reveal some new

income sources for the county.”

The fiscal court is pursuing
aquaculture as a means ol attract-
ing local residents to the industry
and to help create local revenues
for the products. In addition to the
$100,000 ARC grant, the fiscal
court has committed $31,000 to the
$206,000, two-year project. The
Kentucky Department of
Agriculture has provided an addi-
tional $75,000,

The court recently advertised
for bids on the construction of the
greenhouse. Only one bid was sub-
mitted. totaling over $75.000, and
it was referred to a committee
studying the project August 18,

No gas was evident Monday, but
county solid
Mike Vance said he has seen “bub-
bles” from gas when the ground
over the landfill has been wetl. He
also said he has smelled the gas.

Because no trash has been
brought to the property in eight
years, consulting engineer Gary
Saylor said the landfill was proba-
hly ‘past its peak™ for gas produc-
tion. However, he said the fact that
the bulk of the garbage was put
there in its last years of operation
means there is likely a good bit left,

The typical method of collecting
the gas, Saylor said, is to drill wells
in the deeper parts of the landfill,

waste coordinator

. connect them with pipes and “suck

the gas out of the waste.”
The wells are estimated 10 cost

Council

“seven or eight” lots which will be
left over or whether fo sell them at
auction,

Council members appeared
unwilling to go the auction route
blindly. fearing bid prices would
come in lower than the appraised
value of the lots.

Councilman Estill Lee Carter
also disputed the need to obtaim
appraisals on the lots, saying the
land had already been surveyed by
three master appraisers who placed
the value of the lots
§35.000 and $45.000.

The council then considered
whether 1o sell the lots for those

between

about $10.000 an acre. Vance said
the Garth landfill covers about
SEevVen acres.

Vance wis also concerned over
the drilling’s effect on the water
that remains a problem at the land-
fill and has kept the county from
being able to close it. The county is
now paying to have waste water
that drains out of the landfill
hauled away.

Saylor said that water would be
needed to “break down" the gas.

Gourley said funding is avail-
able from public and private
sources to set up gas operations at
landfills. The US Department of
Energy has funding programs, and
the EPA is requesting an allocation
for making grants, she said, adding
that “a fair amount of foundation

Hon

money’ is available. .

The EPA also provides technical
services to local governments for
these types of projects, Gourley
said, including free feasibility
assessments to determine if a pro-
posed project is workable,

Vance put in the county's
request for an assessment on the
spot.

Gourley also said the EPA pro-
vides information on every aspect
of a gas project and links local gov-
ernments with state officials and
energy officials, the “end users™ of
gas. The agency will also help local
people develop a plan for methane
production,

(Gas generated at the site could
help support a greenhouse opera-
and possibly pottery kilns,

prices, prompting Councilman
Hansel Cooley to say, “Absolutely.
If you can get $45,000 a lot, sell
them as fast as you can.”

But Carter cautioned against
being too aggressive in selling the
lots.. He noted that when the city
acquired the land for the develop
ment, previous owners traded their
land in exchange for lots o sell
later. Owners received one lot for
each 10 acres they contributed to
the project.

Carter said that most of the own-
ers never intended to keep their lots,
but to sell them. He said the city
should not market its lots too

Morgan Stanley Dean Witter

Family of Funds comes with an
extra dividend:

J.R. Blackbum

Branch Manager
Vice President, Investments
200 Second Street, Suite 1, Pikeville, KY. 41501
(606) 432-5888
Call me for brochures and prospectuses, which contain
complete information on risks, charges and expenses.
Please read the prospectuses carefully before investing.

MORGAN STANLEY DEAN WITTER

Morgan Saniey Dean Winer in a wervice mark of Morgen Siasbey Dean Witier & Co. and services are ofiered
through Desn Witter Reynolds Inc. member SIPC, € 1999 Morgan Sanley Dean Winer Distributors lnc

Sound Advice.

Scott B.
Arnett,
M.D.

Family
Practice

Dr. Scott Amnett, Family Practice Physician, has opened an
office practice in Suite 6 of Highlands Medical Office
Building, in Paintsville (by Shoney’s).

Office Hours:

8:30 am. to 5

:00 p.m., Monday through Friday

For an appointment, call 789-5979

Dr. Amett is from Salyersville, Ky. He graduated Magna
Cum Laude from the University of Kentucky School of

Medicine and was the Chief

Resident at the UK East

Kentucky Family Practice Residency Program at the Center
for Rural Health in Hazard, Ky. Dr. Amett will treat pediatric
and adult patients and is on staff at Highlands Regional

Medical Center,

==HIGHLANDS

=R E G
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The Medical Center of Eastern Kentucky

A Subsidiary of Consolidated Health Systems

B Continued from p1
aggressively for fear of depressing
the other owners® property values.

After the discussion, the council
voted Lo begin selling the lots
immediately to any interested buy-
ers, but not to advertise that they are
for sale.

In other news, the council:

B Appeared ready to award a
$5,400 bid for the city's annual

audit, but tabled the motion after
Councilman Billy Ray Collins
noted that the business had

appeared in a list of delinquent tax-
payers owing the city $331.50.

“If 1 pay my taxes, | think every-
body in the damn town should have
to pay,” Collins said.

After Collins® remarks. the coun-
¢il agreed to table the measure until
efforts could be made to collect the
tax bill.

M Gave initial approval to an
ordinance closing streets in the path
of Prestonsburg High School’s new
football stadium.

B Requested that the state
release $1 million in funding for
sidewalk construction and other
improvements at the city’s moun-
taintop development project.

M Was given a reminder from
Fannin that a rededication ceremo-
ny for the war memorial at Archer
Park will be held at noon on Sept. 9.

All members. except Gormon
Collins were present at Monday
night’s meeting.

Wreck

| Continued from p1

Pikeville Methodist, where they
were treated for injuries.

According to a Sstatement
released by the Pikeville Police
Department, alcohol is suspected as
playing a role in the accident and
charges are pending further investi-
gation,

The incident remains under
investigation by accident recon-
structionist Sgt. W.H. Pruitt of the
Pikeyille Police Department.

Other officers assisting at the
scene of the wreck included Sgt,
James Adkins, Det. Keith Justice
and patrolmen Joey Morris and
Aaron Thompson of the Pikeville
Police Department.-Pikeville Fire &
EMS and state Motor Vehicle
Enforcement officer Levi Belcher
also responded to the scene.

Rogers wis a disabled coal
miner and the husband of Flora
Betty Bradley Rogers. He had one
son, two daughters and two step-
daughters.

A full obituary appears on page
AB.

People know
Pueblo for its...

..free federal information. You
can download it right away by
going into the Consumer
Information Center web site,
www.pueblo.gsa.gov.

ﬁ LS. General Services Administration

PSA

B Continued from p1

tying into the Appalachian Artisans
Center in Hindman, according to
Eddie Patton, administrative assis-
tant to Floyd County Judge-
Executive Paul Hunt Thompson.

Representatives. of the Big
Sandy Area Development District
and the
Agriculture's Natural Resources
Conservation District were also at
the Monday meeting.

Trips to the Pike County
Landfill and the closed lohnson
County landfill were also on the
schedule for the visiting officials.

Doral Cigarettes

$13.99 carton

J & J Liquors
R A L ekl

subscribe and save call 886-8506

US Department of
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To Begin Planning Your
Fall & Winter Festivities

3
obidoy Snn:

of Prestonsburg

K
9

* Newly renovated Elkhorn Centre Ballroom
seats up to 150 people for banquets,
receptions, & meetings

* Full service bar & dance floor available

* Group room discounts

)

For inquiries, or to make your reservation, please call
886-0001 or 800-466-5220, ext. #501

r—/_?.%v The r‘/?w’—r!ﬂ Cin r?m!/

Attention Businesses!

Who really pays when a bank
changes names and gets a new

sign?

Are you tired of buying new checks every time your

bank changes its name?

Switch to a LOCAL bank committed to its customers!

First Commonwealth Bank wants to offer you relief from these annoying
problems. If you move your Business checking account to First Commonwealth
by October 20, 2000, we'll order

your first set of standard business

checks for free! We'll even throw
in a new check binder, deposit
tickets, and a corporate ATM/

Check Card for free!

Corﬁ{ﬁtonwealth

Bank

vy FOIC

Stop by and see us or give us a

call today for more convenience,
better service, and no name

changes!

Prestonsburg
886-2321

Martin

Betsy La
285-3266 g

4789596

Pikeville
4371619

Morehead
TB0-0972

Toll Free 1-B77-B86-6777
wwuw.firstcommonwealthbank.com

Ramada Inn Conference
Center Specializes in
Weddings and Receptions.

7/ Let Our Experienced Staff Assist You With All
Your Wedding Arrangements.

» Weddings » Wedding Receptions * Bridal Showers * Bachelor Parties *
Bridal Luncheons * Rehearsal Dinners * Bridal Breakfast « Romantic
Honeymoon Suite with Jacuzzi * Three-Bedroom Presidential Suite

RAMADA INN CAN HELP MAKE YOUR
WEDDING DREAMS COME TRUE!!!

Call Today For A Free
Wedding Consultation.

1-800-951-4242

624 James Trimble Blvd.,
Paintsville, KY

(606) 789-4242
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Congress shall make no law respecting
an eéstablishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof;
abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people 1o
peaceably assemble, und to petition the
Rovernment for a redress of grievances.

~First Amendment of the U5,
Constitugion-

QUOTE OF THE
DAY...
How much more
grievous are the

consequences of anger
than the causes of it.

Marcus Aurelius—

- Inmates’ access to
personal data
I alarming

Few people would disagree with a state agency’s desire
to keep its costs low, especially when the taxpayers are foot-
ing the bill. Many would no doubt agree that putting con-
victed felons to work to help the commonwealth also is a
good idea.

But the combination of those two worthy goals does not
work in every instance. That is the case with the inmates
who work for the state Health Services Cabinet.

Some legislators were rightly alarmed last week to learn
' that the cabinet has d contract with the Corrections
Department to use inmates to type personal information
about Kentuckians into the ¢cabinet’s computers.

Members of the legislative oversight committee were
skeptical of giving prison inmates access to the Social
Security numbers, addresses, marriage licenses, birth cer-
tificates and divorces of numerous Kentuckians. That is an
extremely valid concern.

The program was discontinued in 1993 after a convicted
rapist copied birth and medical records of his victim and
mailed them to her — letting her know he knew where she
lived. The woman sued the staté for violating her right to
privacy, and while sovereign immunity absolved the state
from legal harm, it was certainly culpable in allowing such
a violation to occur.

Cabiner officials said there had only been one such
episode, but how many do there need to be to convince state
officials there is a serious flaw in a system that allows peo-
ple who have demonstrated a disregard for the rules of soci-
ety to be given sensitive information about innocent people?

Tom Grissom, director of Correctional Industries, said
after reviewing the operation in 1998 and implementing
additional security precautions, the program was restarted.
Other than watching inmates enter and leave the data room.,
the security measures include not letting inmates take paper
or writing instruments with them in or out of the data-entry
room, or giving them access to the copy machine.

That hardly sounds like a foolproof security system,
especially since inmates could simply remember the infor-
mation they type.

The reason for the program is cost savings. Carol Czirr,
+ spokeswoman for the Corrections Department, said private
* contractors charged $12 1o §15 per 10.000 keystrokes. while

. inmates work at the same pace for $7.

The question is, are Kentuckians willing to have more of
their tax dollars spent to ensure that their private informa-
tion does not fall into the wrong hands? We believe they are.

The legislative committee cannot kill a contract issued
by the executive branch, but it.can vote to disapprove a con-
tract and force the administration to reconsider it. That is
what needs to happen.

Residents who are concerned about this ought to let their
elected representatives know as well.

— Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer
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More promises from ‘fat cats’

Editor:

I have been thinking about our fat cats and the
things they have promised us poor people. IUs the
same ol” thing — just promises. They haven't done
anything yet. We are told every year that the taxes
will be taken off our vehicles. That's one lie. We
were so anxious to see that, but our hopes have
faded.

The creeks were going to be cleaned out. That's
two. | would like to know how much money our fat
cals have gotten to do that and what they have done
with it? If our county was run by Republicans and
they had done what the Democrats have done, the
Republicans would have been crucified. We all
know that our county has the best politicians money
can buy. That was made plain in the last election. |
feel il we have to buy someone to répresent us, they
are mighty lightweight. You know and | know they
are not for the poor. They are taking our money to
feather their owns nests. 1 don’t think you-can lake
away from the poor and prosper,

Our Lord talks about the poor. that they will
always be with us. I am glad there is a hell. I'm sure
there is a place in heaven for the old and poor. Most
of them have o struggle, especially those who only
get SSI. You know they have it hard teying to pay
their electric, water. food, phone and garbage bills. 1
wonder if you fat cats even think about that. If they
have a car, there is insurance and those dreadful
taxes every vear. | would like to see some of you fat
cats in public office have to live on what these poor
people do. You can sit on your butts and give vour-
self a raise for doing nothing. And the poor are pay-
ing for it. Every dog has his day.

All the people in our county ought to stand up and
be counted. Let our fat cats know that we are not
going to pay no more on 911. We should find owm
what they did with the 911 they've already collect-
ed, Someone ought to be spending seme time in the

big house for that, Now can you understand why
they don’t svant the Ten Commandments posted in
our county office building? It's plain to see why they
don’'t.

We ought 1o be thankful for our state police. 1
thank the Lord for them and for a good neighbor that
will be there to tuke vou to the doctor. 1 don't need
these fat cats, | pay my taxes and have to beg for a
wagon load of gravel.

[ was promised 10 years ago that they were going
to put water up on Hunter Branch. That's three!
Those poor people still don’t have water. All | have
heard from our fat cats is e, lie, lie. No trust.

Our good government has tried to put the tobacco
farmer out of business. That is the way they make
their living, and they don’t make anybody chew or
smoke. | smoked for 26 years. Do you think one
time that 1 would be foolish enough to sue R.J.
Reynolds? Drunk drivers are our number one killers.
Why don’t they get after the breweries. No, they
won't, because there is too much money involved.
They advertise it on most of our networks. Why not
tobacco? People are going to smoke till they want to
quit. Aleohol shouldn't be on billboards or anywhere
else. I have never heard of anyone getting killed in
an accident from squirting tobacco juice or smoking.

Our fat cals have made it hard on the poor dairy
farmers. If you raise cattle, you have to put Pampers
on them! they have really made it hard on the work-
ing man. Who makes all these crazy laws? Lawyers
shouldn’t be allowed in Frankfort to make any laws.
They already have gotten their share of the working
man’s money. And they don’t deserve a dime of it.
The Ten Commandments should be placed in every
lawyer’s office. It may cause them 1o lose sleep. We
need people that will stand up for the poor. Our fat
cats don’t believe in nothing but themselves.

Nora Martin

Hunmer

Maytown Homecoming is set to go

Editor:

Maytown Community Homecoming is almost here
— September 1, 2 and 3.

We promised (o let you know what to expect. Here
goes:

Friday, September 1
12 to 7 p.m. - Registration, browsing, visiting.
7:30 pm. - Gospel sing in school auditorium.
Refreshments following, No charge.

Saturday, September 2

8:30 to 10:30 a.m. - Light breakfast in the school
auditorium. Charge. $2.50.

2 p.m. - Afternoon program in school auditorium.
No charge.

8 p.m. - Squure dance and cake walk in the school
gymnasium, Charge, $2 per person,

Sunday, September 3

All churches in the community welcome you to
Sunday school and church services.

Methodist church - Worship service, 9:30 a.m.:
Sunday school, 10:30 a.m:

Baptist church - Sunday school, 10 a,m.; worship
service, 11 am,

Church of Christ - Worship service, 11 a.m.

Regular Baptist church - No service at community
church this week.

The open periods of time are for visiting and shar-
ing. The auditorium and lunchroom will be open and
air conditioned. Previous notices have stressed this is
homecoming for anyone interested. We would like to
invite homecomers attending the Wayland, Garrett,
McDowell and Auxier homecoming events to come
by and look up old friends and “rivals" here if their
homecoming schedule permits. Maybe you would
like to see if that pretty cheerleader has become gray
and pleasingly plump, or if that handsome fellow you
admired is as handsome as you recall. Hey, you are all
welcome,

See ya!

Betty Frasure

Maytown

Letté}é _to _the_Editor

See LETTERS, page five

Letters lo the Editor are welcomed by The Floyd County Times.
In accordance with our editorial page policy, all letters must include the signature, address and telephone

number of the author

The Times reserves the right to reject or edit any letter deemed slanderous, libelous or otherwise objection-
able, Letters should be no longer than two type-written pages, and may be edited for length or clarity.

Opinions expressed in letters and other voices are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the newspaper. Send letters to; The Editor, The Floyd County Times, P.O. Box 391, Prestonsburg, Ky.

41653.

by Willie Elliott
Staff Writer

The

splendors
of Autum

The calendar says summer yet — that
15 until September 22 or 23 when the
autumnal equinox (which roughly trans-
lates to “the squirrel season”) oceurs, but
the sights and sounds say fall is, if not
here, well on its way.

Actually what autumnal equinox
(which is true for spring too) means is
that the sun appears directly above the
equator and places on the earth have 12
hours of light and 12 hours of darkness.
Being a Latin scholar, I know that
equinox means “equal night.”

All right, so 1 looked some of this
information up in the “World Book
Encyclopedia.” That's what they are for.
I always say it's not so much what you
know but knowing where to find it.
However that does not negate a quiz —
there will be one and spelling counts,
even equinox.

Isn’t it wonderful the way we never
grow tired of the coming of the new sea-
sons? Fall will more than likely be like
the other 50 (OK, maybe a few more than
that) that I have experienced, but I look
forward to the splendors that nature cre-
ates during that season.

I will photograph the same trees that 1
have shot for the last 10 years and be just
as much in awe as | was the first time |
took time oul to look at them through a
camerd lens.

One of my favorite trees is the one
just behind Lee's Famous Recipe and
Our Place in Prestonsburg. If you work
in Prestonsburg, take time to notice the
tree (and others) as you come and go to
your job. The color will, to use a cliché,
knock your socks off. If you just visit the
city, make it a point to go by. Buy your-
self an ice cream and watch the tree.
You'll get some quizzical stares but that
is aboul the extent of it — that is unless
you do more than waich the tree.
Bringing your dog along is out of the
question.

For several years the family would
take a tour of the lake to experience the
many wonders of the fall season. That is
the reason I went, but I suspect Linda
went knowing that we would eat out and
she wouldn’t have to cook. She simply
says it is a good way “to Kill two birds
with one stone.” Now, before you
humane people get on your high horse,
that is just.an expression — notice the
quotes.

If you have a porch, fall is the time to
take full advantage of sitting outside. 1
know most of you are
going 0 say you
don’t have time,
So, when will
you have time?
Take time.
The chores
that you think
are $o important
will be there in
the morning and the
sun will come up and
no one really cares if the house is spot-
less or not. Just face it — a Martha
Stewart you are not.

I know fall is here., equinox or no

Sce MOUNTAIN, page five
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awareness of

September is sexual
assault prevention month

Did you know that one out of
three females will be sexually
assaulted before age 187 September
is Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month and Mountain
Comprehengive Care Center is
Light the Way
Campaign to enlighten community
the seriousness of
assault in the Big Sandy

HPI\HS(H']III_;

sexual
darea

- Sexual assault occurs any time
one person imposes himsell or her-
self on another person in a sexual
way. Sexual
physical
Sexual

(!Ifu! en

assault may involve
non-physical contact.
issault is the name for many

sexual

(9]

\Ud\'\lli_\'.
-.mh'-.'cn[ exposure, sexual
child sexual abuse,
and attempted rape,

CTimes:
InCest
nt,

Fape

Adult literacy

Imagine not being able to read
this That is exactly the
predicament taced by 44 million
Amerncan adults. In facty, accord-
ing to the National Adult Literacy
Survey (NALS), in Kentucky
alone, 19 percent of adults lack
basic reading skills

NALS reports that adults at the

l|ul.|"\|ll-\.

stalking,

NewWspuaper.

lowest level of literacy display dif-
ficulty using certan reading, writ-
ing, and computational skills con-

sidered necessary for funclioning
>ryday life. For example,

they can usually sign their names,
flen cannot locate an inter-
section on a stregl map.

L '_'-_-;,-.'|_"._ adult low “IL‘ILiL'_\ lev-
¢ls are a critical problem in
(Kentucky) and around the coun-
try,” says Marsha L. Tail, presi-
dent of the Literacy Volunteers of
America (LVA) Inc. A national,
non-profit educational organiza-
tion, LVA delivers literacy ser-
vices through a community net

work of more than 50,000 volun-

and 375 affilia nation-

[t is the only adull literacy
with a national

program, which

a donation from the

Advertising

1eers tes
wide.
organization
acereditation 18
funded by
Yellow Pages
Council.

“We rely on the generosity of

thousands of volunteers who

fondling, molestation and pormnog
raphy

Sexual assault may involve the
use of force or coercion, including
the use of threats, pressure, intimi-
dation, bribes, blackmail or lies

Sexual assault can happen 1o any
person, of any age and any gender.
The offenders of sexual assault can
be strangers, but are more often
family members, spouses, dates,
neighbors, friends, co-workers
Most sexual assaults take place
among acquaintances in the home
of the vietim or the assailant
Nearly six out of 1en rapes occur in
the victim’s home or at the home ol
a [riend. relative, or neighbor.

Vietims of sexual assault include
males, as well as females, and all
age calegortes, from infancy to old

problem hits close to home

donate their time so that they can
give the gift of literacy 1o those in
need in their communities,” adds
Tait. biggest chal-
lenges is finding those volunteers,
To do that, we often rely on the
help of corporate sponsors.”

The Yellow Pages Advertising
Council, a division of the Yellow
Pages Publishers Association
(YPPA), is one such sponsor. In
addition to donating $200,000 to
LVA, YPAC is hosting an encore
of last year’s successful “Get an
idea™" America Tour this sum-
mer. The tour is traveling
the country, stopping in 22 cities,
to promote literacy and recruit lit-
eracy year, the
tour raised $25,000 and signed on
370 literacy volunteers

The Yellow Pages industry has
also donated more than $12 mijl
lion of advertising space to aid lit-
eracy volunteer recruitment,
Additionally, throughout the year,
the Yellow Pages industry
employs other opportunities to
promote  literacy awareness,
including the funding of television
spots and a toll-free literacy hot-
line.

“The Yellow
and continudes to be, a tremendous
partner,” says Tait. “Their contri-
butions not only help us increase

“One of our

ACTOSS

volunteers. Last

Pages has been,

age. Rapists do nol discriminate on
the basis of age, race, gender, etc.

The cost of sexual violence is
seven times higher than the estimat-
ed cost of robbery with injury. The
tangible costs of each rape/sexual
assault are estimated at $5,100 and
the intangible costs are estimated at
$81,400. This is seven times higher
the estimated cost of robbery with
injury.

To be a part of the Light the Way
Campaign, you can display a can-
dle in your window, of turn  your
porch light on during the month of
Seplember. For more details on
what you can do, contact Lisa
Hamilton with the Victim Services
Program at Mountain
Comprehensive Care Center at
606/886-8572.

awareness of adult hiteracy prob-
lems in America, but also to solict
much-needed literacy volunteers.”

“We hope. that by educating
people on the extent of the adult
literacy problem, some will be
motivated to get involved,” says
Clint Pollard, Executive Vice
President of Marketing for the
Yellow Pages Publishers
Association. “"The cause is a natur-
al for the Yellow Pages industry
because our products—oprint and
electronic—are dependent on peo-
ple being able 1o read.”

While partnerships with organi-
zations such as the Yellow Pages
industry help, there are still thou-
sands of adultS who want to
improve their literacy skills on
wailing lists around the counry.

“Volunteers are a very impor-
tant key to helping adults gain the
skills that they need to be success-
ful,” says Tait, “There is no more
valuable gift than the donation of
time to help another adult learn to
read.

Together, we can impact mil-
lions of people.”

To get involved in Kentucky,
call toll-free, 1-877-HELP LVA or
go o www,getanidea.com.

Mountain

B Continued from p4

equinox, when the morning glories
come out. As [ drive out of Royal
Hollow each morning, I slow down
(even slower than | usually go) to
notice the morning glories in front
of Joan Chaffing’ house. Now,
don't give Joan any credit for hav-
ing morning glories — they just
happened 1o grow there in a variely
of colors.

Another awesome sight 15 a
large patch of sunflowers. [ once
saw a huge flield of sunflowers in
Leslie County and 1 told mysell 1
would take a photo of the scene on
my way home. I did not and | have
regrefted missing that wonderful
shot since.

There are several other aspects
of fall that appeal to me, but |
notice that | have at least 600 words
50 I have decided to leave the rest
for another column. Now tell me
about your impressions of fall. If |
get enough comments, | will pub-
lish quotes from them and — eure-
ka, I have three columns. | love this
country,

Letters
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Website offers
free help for
missing pets

Editor:

This is to make everyone aware
of a very good internet website for
anyone needing to locate a missing
pet. It can be accessed at;
hitp://www.missingpet.net. You
may then go to “MPN Lost &
Found Listings by State”, then
click on "K”, then “Kentucky.” You
may view current listings or post an
ad.

Photos may be included by
scanning or by mailing to: USDA
Missing Pet Network: AL-AK-KY-
MS Online; 338 Hill Streer;
Rambow City, AL 35906. This is a
FREE nationwide service spon-
sored by the USDA.

Thank you,

Linda Little

Hager Hill

People know Pueblo for its..
free information. Get into

ﬁit.at www.pueblo.gsa.gov.
g Ps

J & J Liquors
Betsy Layne » 478-2477

Enterprises

Wall-to-Wall Screens, Dolby Sound, and Cupholders!

Doral Cigarettes

$13.99 carton

free federal information. Go 1o the Corsumer

ﬁ.’ 5. Generni Services Admnistration

People know Pueble for itk

Infoemation Center web site. www pueblo,gsa.gov

STRAND LAVAL

PRESTONSBURG, KY. » 606-886-2696

http://showtimes.hollywood.com S

Absher

NEW PRICING SCHEDULE:

All seats are $3.50 for everyone.

Opens Friday Opens Friday
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MON.-SAT., 7:00, 9:00
SUN., (1:30), 7:00, 9:00

“MON.-SAT., 7:00, 9:00
SUN., (1:30), 7:00, 9:00

94 Pike Street,
Pikeville, Ky.

Riverifill 10

Pikeville

CINEMA 1

CINEMA 2
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CINEMA 4

CINEMA 5

hitp//showtimes.hollywood.com

Tickets may be purchased in advance for any show
on the date of purchase. Bargain Matinees Until 6 p.m.

Mon.-Thurs.
6:45, 15
Fri. {4:15), 6:45,
918
Sat.Sun.
(1:45, 4:15) 6:45,
%15

i
 =yd GET READY
) ‘i? TO CRUMBLE

{4;15}. T7:05

Mon.-Fri.
8:15
Sel-Sun,
{2:05), 2:15

Mon.-Thurs.
7:00, 8210,

Mon.-Thurs.
7:05, 9:25
Fri. (4,25), 708,
925
Sal-Sun,
{2:05, 4:25), 7.08,
9:25

ROFESSOR 1

P b
THE KLUMPS o

(2:00, 4:10),
7:00, 9:10

CiNEI‘u'.IA 7

Mon.-Thurs.

606-432-2957

Fri. (4:10), 7:00, 2:10;

TWO THUMBS UP:

THE CELL

7:00, 9:10

7:00, 9:10
Fri. (4:10), 7:00,
10
Sat.-Sun.
tz:oo.mu;. 7:00,
10

Sat-Sun,
{2:00, 4:10),
7:00, 9:10

CINEMA 8

B Fri. (4:10), 7:00, 8:10

Mon.-Thu.
6:45, B115;
Frl. (4:15), 6:45,
B:15;

Fri, (4: c»s), 7:05
Sat-Sun.

Sat.-Sun.
(1:30, 4:15),
6:45, 9:15
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s 4 -
d
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CINEMA 9

Mon.- Fri.

(2:05, 4:05), 7:06
OPENE FRIDAY

OFPENS FRIDAY

6:45,9:18
Fri. (4:15), 6:45,
15
FS Sat.-Sun.
{1:45, 4:15), 8:45,
: 8:15

Mon.-Thurs.
1:20, 9:20;

Sal-Sun.

CINEMA 10
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Fri. (4:20), 7:20,
9:20;

(220, 4:20), 7:20,
8:20

50% OrF ALL STANLEY BEDROOMS

Do you have visions of how
you want your bedroom to
look? Do you dream of a
romantic getaway — a place of
turned wood and Victorian
colors? Or do you see yourself
In @ more contemporary setting

of straight lines punctuated

e

with simple detail? How &
white rattan that call eut to
tropical breezes?

Then look no further than
Frank Justice Furniture.

you will find all STANLEY bed-

rooms at 50 percent off. This

1s not the standard backroom
clearance merchandise you find
at othey stores. This sale
includes all Stanley floor stock
and special orders.

e
TS L

NN

172 S. Mayo Trail, Pikeville

606-437-4133

During the month of September

&
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subscribe and save call 886-8506

For a copy of the lodge’s requirements, call (606) 886-8452.
The lodge reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids.

REQUEST FOR BIDS

Zebulon Lodge No. 273, F&AM, Prestonsburg, Kentucky,
asks for Sealed Bids for insurance on its building on West
Court Street, Prestonsburg.

Bids will be received until October 7, 2000, 7 p.m., at which
time they will be opened and read.

(ATTN: Employees of the State, Health Depts.,
Boards of Education, KCTCS, or Retirees under
65 in KRS, KTRS or Judicial/Legislator)

‘ BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 182

it is also scheduled

!  HEALTH INSURANCE
. OPEN ENROLLMENT 2001

HEALTH FAIR SCHEDULE

Health Fairs will be held at the locations and dates
listed below from 2:00-6:00 pm (local time).

COURTY DATE LOCATION
Adair 9/20 Lindsey Wiison College/ Cranmer Dining Center/Columbia
Barren gj15 Western Kentucky University/Old Gym /Glasgow
Boone 9/22 Boone County Extension Office/ Fiarence
Boyd /27 Technical School/Ashiand
Boyle 9/18 Nationnl Guard Armory/ Danville
Areathitt 9/2% Nationnl Gisard Armory/Jackson
Breckinridge 9/21 Community Center/Hardinsburg
Carroll 9/26 General Butler State Park/Lodges/Woodland Room/ Carroilton
Christian 9/12 Comm, Callege/Auditorium Art Gallery /Hopkinsville
Clinton 9719 Dale Hollow State Resort Park/Manna Meeting Room B/Burkesville
Crittenden 9/26 Fohl's Auditorium/Marion
Daviess 2/19 Executive Inn/Intemational Room C/Owensboro
Fayette 9/19 Kentucky Horse Park/Clut Lounge/Lexington
Floyd 911 Jennty Wiley State Park /Lodge Mig Rm 3/ Prestonsburg
Franklin 9/13 & 14  Civic Center /Civic Arena Floor/ Frankion
Graves 9/27 Miyfeld Meeting Hall/ Mayfield
Graysan 9725 Nuatonal Guard Armory/ Leitchlield
Hardin 9/25 Community College/Elizabethtown
Harlan 9/26 Natignal Guard Armory/Harlan
Harrison 9/28 National Guard Armony/ Cynthiana
Hendersan g9/20 Teehnical School/Fine Arts Center/Henderson
Hickman 9/25 Hickman Caunty Senlor Cltizen Center/Clinton
Hopiins 9/13 Tech & Economic Center/Multi-Purpose Room/Madisonville
Jefllerson 9/19 & 20 Kentucky Fair and Expo Center/ West Wing/Louisville
Kenton 9/21 No. Ky Tech College/Campus Cnfeteria/Covington
Laurel 9/28 Laurel Technital College/ Meeting Room A & B/ London
Lawrernice 925 Community Center/Louisa
Madison 9/ Natiopal Guard/ Emergency Operations Center/ Richmond
Marion 9/21 Rrights of the Columbus Hall/ Lebanon
' Marshall 9/18 Ky Dam Village State Park/ Village Green Mig. Rm/Gilbertaville
. Mason 9726 Community Callege/ 105 Caivert Building/ Maysville
! MeCracken 9728 Comm, College WKY Tech/Allied Health Bidg. /Paducah
| Montgomery 9718 Mortgomery County Health & Civie Center/ Mt Sterling
Morgan q9/18 West Liberty Community Center/West Liberty
Dhio 911 Ohio County Extension Office/ Hartford
Perry 9722 Community College / Feltner Center / Hazard
Pike 9/27 Pikeville College/Record Memorial Bullding/Pikeviile
Powell 9128 Naryral Bridge State Resort Park/Lodge Meeting Room/ Slade
Pulnski 9/22 Somerser Comm. College /Meece Hall Student Lounge/Somerset
Rowan 9/15 Morehead State University/Academuc Ed, Bldg {Qym)/Morehead
Trigg 0/12 Lake Barkley' State Resort Park; Conventlon Center/Cariz
Warren 9414 Technical School/Building F/Bowling Green
Whitley 9727 Williamsburg Gity Library/Williamsburg

Alternative formats will be provided upon request. If you require the services of an
interpreter, plense call 1-888 581-8834 two weaks prior to the Benefit Fair in your area.

KET will air the Yeur 2001 State Group Health Insurance Open Enrollment
Update on Thurs., 9/21, 10:30 PM; noon on Sat., 9/30; and noon on Sun., 10/1;
on KET2 for Sat., 9/30, 5:30 PM.

Governor announces Tobacco
Phase II and Marketing Initiative

Gov. Paul Patton has announced
a plan for finding new ways to mar-
ket Kentucky's burley tobacco crop.
Al a press conference in the FFA
tobacco display area of the
Kentucky State Fair, Patton
described some efforts underway
and 4 new tobacco marketing initia-
tive.

“Our focus is on taking the steps
necessary to link our present situa-
tion with a promising future. Burley
tobacco sales in Kentucky have
accounted for close to a billion dol-
lars in recent years, This year’s crop
looks better than most in recent
memory. But looks can be deceiv-
ing, and in this case they are,” Gov,
Pation said.

Recent drastic changes in the
economics ol tobacco production
necessitate aggressive coordination
and collaboration among farm lead-
ers, industry representatives, and
state and federal government offi-
cials.

“This industry has a dire need
for both short and long-term solu-
tions."” the governor said.

Patton stated that more changes
in tobacco production and market-
ing are on the horizon, and it 1s “the
responsibility of leadership 1o
ensure we do all we can to best pre-
pare ourselves, to manage these
changes and their effects on the
people of Kentucky.”

Patton described his efforts to
address short-term concemns and (o
begin developing a viable plan for
the future of Kentucky burley
tobacco, The short-term help is
coming in the form of compensa-
tion from the National Tobacco
Growers Settlement Trust and the
federal Tobacco Loss Assistance

Program.
Otherwise known as Phase 11,
the Trust compensates tobacco

quota holders and growers for

income losses they are incurring as
changes in the tobacco industry
occur. This year is the second year
of the 12-year Trust Fund, and the
Governor's office will be working
in the coming weeks (o certify the

growers and tenant farmers (o
receive compensation from the
trust,

Application forms will be
mailed, like last year, to all farm
operators involved in tobacco pro-
duction. The forms will go out in
mid-September and will be due
back at the ertd of October. In order
to receive compensation from the
Phase II trust, these applications
forms must be completed and
returned in a timely manner.
Applicants will find this years form
looks a bit different than last years.
[ts easier to understand and easier to
complete.

A toll-free phone help line will
be up and running a week before
applications are distributed. You
can get answers 1o any questions
you have about Phase IT funds by
calling 1-877-549-2537 beginning
September 10,

Gov. Patton said he expects to
distribute somewhere around $75
million from the Trust. These funds
will be supplemented by an addi-
tional $40 million appropriated by
the General Assembly from Phase |
Tobacco Settlement Funds. The
total for this year will roughly equal
the: amount of money distributed
last year from the Phase II Trust,
Payments are expected at the end of
December.

In the 12-month period from
December 1999 to December 2000,
Kentucky's tobacco quota holders
and growers will have received
about $489 million: $189 million
from Phase II, $260 in federal
TLAP funds, and $40 million in
state funds.

“This is much needed short term
relief, and it will help offset impacts
in the near future.” the governor

said. “But we also have to focus on
the long-term.”

Patton also announced that the
University of Louisville
International Affairs office has
joined with the Governor’s Office
of Agricultural Policy and the
Burley Tobacco Growers
Cooperative o help spread the word
on Kentucky tobacco to officials in
China.

U of L sent a delegation of offi-
cials this week to China to meel
with. the State Deyvelopment
Planning Comrmission and the State
Economic and Trade Commission,
They are sharing information about
the burley industry with these gov-
ernment groups to continue to build
the relationships necessary for
doing business in Asian markets.

“It's a long, slow process to
establish these business relation-
ships in Asian markets. There are no
overnight answers to the questions
involved in establishing & business
presence in China and other
places,” stated Patton. “We'll be
seeking to use all the tools at our
disposal, seeking to bring together
as many organizations and institu-
tions as possible, to look for poten-
tial new markets for our tobacco.™

To help coordinate these and
other approaches and to develop a
strategic plan to guide marketing
efforts, Patton announced his cre-
ation of the first ever Governor’'s
Tobacco Marketing and Export
Advisory Council. The govemnor
will ask to develop an action plan to
ensure the global competitiveness
and future growth of Kentucky's
burley tobacco industry.

“I am asking them to explore all
marketing  opportunities  for
Kentucky burley; to assess our cur-
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Tobacco contracting
should be regulated

FRANKFORT — A cigarette
manufactarer’s plans to buy more
than 60 million pounds of burley
tobacco by contracting directly
with farmers should be regulated,

;Burley Growers' Cooperative CEO

Danny McKinney told the Tobacco
Task Force yesterday.

“Does contracting need to be
regulated? I think you've answered
that with all the good questions
you've asked here today,”
MecKinney said during a Monday
meeting in which Kentucky law-
makers questioned a Philip Morris
executive about the cigarette
maker's pilot contracting program,

Philip Morris. one of the
nation’s four largest cigarette man-
ufacturers, 1s entering inlo one-
and three-year purchasing agree-
ments with growers in seven
states, including  Kentucky,
through its Tobacco Farmer
Partnering Program. The company
will buy more than 60 million
pounds of burley directly from
growers through the pilot program,
Philip Morris USA Vice President
of Leaf Mike Farriss told the task
force.

sSome lawmakers said they were
uneasy about the effect contracting
will have on the farm economy,

Rep. Royce Adams, D-Dry
Ridge, said he opposes contracting
because it would undercut the fed-
eral tobacco program.

“I met with representatives
from Philip Morris and was told
they need contracting because,
‘We cannot get what we need
through the auction system.”™

Adams said he disagrees.

“They can’t get that because
they won't pay premium price for
that (auction tobacco).” he said,
later agreeing with McKinney that
some regulation of contracting is
needed. “We've got to have some
standards to go by."

Other legislators said they
expect an increase in offshore
tobacco imports as U.S. growers
leave the auction system for con-
tracting. Imported tobacco, they
said, hurts U.S, growers financial-
ly and may carry pesticides and
other chemicals that are unsafe to
American smokers,

Other legislators pointed out
that farmers who contract with
Philip Morris may be liable under
lawsuits brought against the com-
panies. Should that happen, said
Rep. Brent Yonts, D-Greenville,
farmers may have to look outside
Kentucky for an attorney since the
contracts are written under
Virginia law,

Harriss said contracting will
provide Philip Morris with “supply
security,” meaning it will allow the
company to buy better quality leaf
than it can buy through the auction

System.

Many legislators, defending the
quality of leaf in the warehouses,
said the issue is not supply securi-
ty as much as security of small
farmers.

“My concern is security of that
farm,” said Rep.