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h for children is . {
by Pam Shingler When word went out that the two preschoolers were missing, as many as Short and sweet
Editor 100 volunteers from throughout the area gathered to join the search, includ-
ing people from Jessica Burchett’s church, Tom’s Creek Freewill Baptist, and The Floyd County Fiscal
Four-year-old Candace Lee Burchett loves to play her husband Leroy Burchett’s employer, Tackett Furniture. Court met for less than a minute
hiding games with her mother, so when Jessica Almost three hours later, close to dark at about 6:30 p.m., rescuers found Friday afternoon. In as much
Burchett didn’t see her daughter and the  the two children sitting on a fallen tree at an abandoned strip mine site, more time as it took to read the resolu-
girl’s playmate and cousin, Ricky  than a half-mile from the home, with Ricky’s brown dog between them. tion and quickly OK it, the coun-
Darrell Keathley, also four, in the backyard Friday In fact, Jessica Burchett said, some of the members of the search party said ty commissioners authorized
afternoon, she wasn’t too upset at first. the dog barked loudly when they approached the children, as if to let them Judge-Executive Paul Hunt
) The mother, who was visiting with her ~ know he was protecting the little ones. Thompson to sign an agreement
sister-in-law Lola Justice, Ricky’s Sgt. John Walters and John M. Hunt of the Floyd County Emergency and with the state Department of
mother, went outside to look for ~ Rescue Squad (FCERS) were the first to locate the youngsters. Transportation to resurface roads
the duo. “I was terrified,” the mother said. “I never thought this could happen to at Upper Burton and Lower
“I had kept checking ~ me.” Burton on Left Beaver Creek.
on them every few She said workers dragged a nearby pond and were talking about sending The paving resolution was the
minutes,” Jessica  for rescue dogs when the children were found. only item on the agenda for the
Burchett said, “but in ‘Floyd County Sheriff John K. Blackburn said searchers “‘combed the hill special session.
two minutes they were  and looked along the railroad tracks.” He and deputies Linzie Hunt and Ralph h h k 5
gone.” Frasure were among the rescue party. T e check is...
The  children “This truly was a community effort,” said Lt. Derek Calhoun of the
were not hiding  FCERS. “Without the help of all involved, the situation could have turned here
around Justice’s ~ grim rapidly with darkness approaching.”
lsut)uite ! OE ; Ez}lhou_n saldf fgver}?'ll gour-wheel vehicles were used to circle the hill to Kenmgky H_ousing
Taien (Erane U8 OF SRR DG RALAIGH, , Corporation will present $20,000
at Ivel, and they Jessica Burchett said yesterday that she still doesn’t know what prompted to Floyd County Fiscal Court on
P weren’t around the children to go up the hill by themselves. “They don’t understand yet what Monday to pay for materials so
the B.urchett happened,” she said. - . ; _ . that students at Floyd County
fe e Y house, just a “Today, I'm not letting her out of my sight,” the mother said, adding that Techaical Schithl can Soilda
Rescue Squad member Jof short distance she even had her daughter sleep in the bed with her Friday night. house for a needy family. The
Hunt brought Candace Burc away.  'Nor were Cathoun said Lon May, coordinator of Disaster and Emergeney Services presentation is set for 10 a.m. in
| off the hill to safety, after she and ™™ they at the. home of  for the county, was in charge of the search, along with the sheriff’s office. the Bidbal Courtroon oF the
her cousin Ricky Keathley had their  grandfather, Adrian Members of Allen and Betsy Layne volunteer fire departments took part |  ourthouse. KHC has received
' been missing for almost three Byrchett, nor at any other house in the search and rescue, as did the Kentucky State Police.
hours Friday. (FCERS photo) in the close-knit community.
‘ (See Briefs, page two)

FRANKFORT — It’s time to celebrate in in the area and the state.”
eastern Kentucky, according to Gov. Paul
Patton. "

Patton, along with First Lady Judi Patton, Lt.
Governor Steve Henry, former Kentucky gover-
nors and key members of the Patton ¢
Administration will lead a bus tour down the
recently completed US 23, starting in Greenup
County at 10 a.m. on Tuesday.

Local officials and media are invited to ride
on the bus. It will stop in each county along the
160-mile highway for a roadside news confer-
ence and celebration.

Patton said he believes that with the recently
finished US 23 a significant road system is now
in place in eastern Kentucky. “I am thrilled to
host this historic event and excited about the
economic impact a completed U.S. 23 will have

The celebrations are open to the public. The -

3
.....

schedule is as follows (estimated times):

* Greenup County - Russell near the intersec-
tion of KY 693 and US 23 at 10 a.m.

* Boyd County - Amtrak Building parking lot
on US 23 in Catlettsburg at 11 a.m.

e Lawrence County - KY 3 next to Hardee’s
at 12:30 p.m.

e Johnson County - US 460 West exit
(Paintsville/Salyersville) at 1:45 p.m.

» Floyd County - Parking lot of Mountain
Arts Center in Prestonsburg at 3 p.m.

* Pike County - Parking lot of the Landmark
Inn in Pikeville at 4:15 p.m.

» Letcher County - Parking lot of future wel-
come center at Pound Gap Cut near the
Virginia/Kentucky state line at 5:45 p.m.

US23in
‘spotlight
Tuesday

Governor to lead
cavalcade from Ohio to
Virginia borders

Water, water,
everywhere

On the heels of the
worst drought in
decades, rain fell in
abundance yesterday,
dampening the Jenny
Wiley Pioneer Festival
for many. But, never
mind, the shows did
go on. The rain fell on
the participants in the
® triathlon, one phase
of which was a boat
race on the Levisa
Fork of the Big Sandy
from downtown
Prestonsburg to
Paintsville. It also fell
on those in town to
sample the food and
watch the parade. Did
someone say, “Ah-
choo?” (photos by
Randell Reno)

druplets, parents asid big broth

¥ r “ g ?’»’m .

Quadruplets born to
Branham’s Creek couple

Staff Report

There may be a lot of crying
going on in the household of Julie
and Dwayne Kidd of Branham's
Creek, but the couple are ecstatic.
They are the parents of three-
week-old quadruplets: Hunter
Lee, Dalton Blake, Kaitlin Rose,
and Jenna Hope plus a three-year-
old son, Dillon.

The quads were born on
September 17 at Central Baptist
Hospital in Lexington and were
only the fourth set of quadruplets
born in the hospital’s history,
according to hospital officials.

Julie Kidd, 27, became preg-
nant after taking a round of fertili-
ty shots. Julie was being treated by
a specialist because of ovarian
problems. The specialist told the
couple that they had only about a
one percent chance of having a
multiple birth pregnancy. Julie had
previously delivered one son after
undergoing fertility treatments,
Dwayne Kidd said.

Cousins in Dwayne and Julie’s
families have twins so'the couple
was prepared to have more than
one baby, but when the doctor said
they would have five babies,
Dwayne was stunned.

“If 1 hadn’t been leaning
against the wall, I would have fall-
en over. The doctor even turned

}

white. Julie was lying down, but
she turned white, too ... We want-
ed to have three, but we're tickled
to death with four,” the father said.

“[W]e lost one early in the
pregnancy. None of us thought
anything would happen in the first
month of treatment,” Julie said.
“The doctor had said to not be dis-
couraged if conception did not
occur for two or even three
months. From the sixth week of
pregnancy, though, we knew there
were going to be four babies.”

The couple got in contact with
Sue Sanders, a Floyd County
woman who gave birth to quadru-
plets a few years ago, and got
some advice from her about taking
care of four babies at once.

“We have the same pediatrician

(as the Sanders),” Dwayne said. '

“She (Sue) said not to spoil them.
The doctor also told us not to get
our faces close to them right now
or to let anyone visit them who has
a cold. They look up at you and
smile, and it’s hard not (to pick
them up) and love on them.”

The quads’ births were expect-
ed November I, but they came
early. They were born a day after
another unusual event at the hospi-
tal; 37 other children were deliv-
ered in one day at Central Baptist

(See Quads, page two)
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“They delayed our births as long
as they could because they needed a
full staff of people in the delivery
room for the babies, and they had
been very busy the day before,”
Julie said.

The quads were delivered by C-
section and the births went well,
according to Dwayne. The boys
weighed 4 1b. 5 oz. and 4 Ib. 3 oz.
The girls weighed 3 Ib 11 oz. and 3
1b. 10 oz.

“Two of the babies were on oxy-
gen for a couple of hours, but they
had it off by the time we got to visit
them,” he said.

The babies stayed in the
Lexington hospital until September
28 when they were transferred to
Pikeville Methodist Hospital.

Julie became ill with congestive
heart failure due to the pregnancy,
according to Dwayne. The babies

were transferred to Pikeville
Methodist to make it easier for Julie
to visit them, he said.

Pikeville Methodist trdnsported
the babies free of charge. It also
sent two nurses to care for the
babies while they were being driven
to the hospital.

Hunter and Jenna were released
from the Pikeville Methodist on
October 4, and Dalton and Kaitlin
came home on October 5. When the
babies went home, the hospital gave
them carrier seats and some diapers.

Julie is continuing to experience
health problems and has been
warned repeatedly by her physician
to get some rest.

“That’s hard to do with four new
babies in the house,” Dwayne said.
“She’s overdoing it, but it’s hard for
her to get any rest.”

Julie and Dwayne are receiving
some help during the day from fam-

ity ‘members and friends. Even
three-year-old Dillon is assisting by
fetching diapers.

“The biggest thing is no sleep,”
Dwayne said. “The babies are on a
four-hour feeding schedule. We
feed them at 12, 4, 8 and 12 and
then start the cycle again. We feed
two and then we go get two more.
By the time we just go back to
sleep, it's time to get up and feed
them again. But they’re precious.”

It takes about 30 minutes for
each baby to be fed and have a dia-
per change. The babies use about 40
to 50 diapers per day. Formula
amounts for the boys is 70 cc’s; the
girls get 60cc’s, but the pediatrician
has told the couple to increase the
amount because the babies have a
healthy appetite.

The Kidds had a three-bedroom
home, but just before Julie became
pregnant, the couple added a garage

NEED CAR INSURANCE??

886-2371

Hatton-Allen Insurance

OFFER EXTENDED THROUGH NOVEMBER 1, 1999

HOW’S YOUR HEARING?

Ask The
Audiologist

» Free Hearing Screening

e 30-Day Trial

Robert Manning
Clinical Audiologist
* 23 Years Experience

* One-Year Warranty

e Sales, Service, Repair
All Brands

Audiology Associates

1298 North Lake Drive, Prestonsburg, Ky.

886-3773

*Price Includes Non-Refundable Fees

As you make your voting decision for the office of Floyd County Family
Court Judge, which will appear on the November Ballot as Circuit Judge,
3rd Division, | would ask you to honor me with your vote and support.

Family Court—The Problems
Over the eleven years | have practiced in Floyd County, | have become aware of
problems with the way justice is administered in Domestic Relations cases. These

are:

* Court costs for Divorce Cases are too high.

* Divorce cases take too long to be heard in the Court.
* Emergency Protective Orders are issued too often.

» Domestic Violence Orders do not offer enough protection to victims of serious

abuse.

* Children are not protected sufficiently in the juvenile Court.

My Solutions to the Problems

| offer the following specific solutions to these problems:

* | pledge to hear all cases personally, and to abolish the office of Domestic
Relations Commissioner. Thiis will lower Court Costs on all contested Divorce
Cases, between $15.00 and several hundred dollars, depending on the case.

* | pledge to hear all Divorce cases within 60 days from the date the Petition is
filed, if there are no children involved, and within 90 days, if there are children

involved.

* | pledge to grant both parties a full hearing on all Emergency Protective Order

Petititions, and to grant only those Petitions where there are legal grounds to do so.
¢ | pledge to protect, to the fullest extent of law, victims of Domestic Violence,

especially in cases involving physical abuse.
* | pledge to take the time to hear all abuse and neglect cases, and to protect our

children who are in danger.
| have 12 1/2 years of experience in Domestic cases, and in that time | have repre-
sented over 500 people in such cases. | know the problems, and | will work as hard
as | can to solve them. This is a full time job, and requires a full time Judge.

Remember, if all we get with this Court is a new Judge doing th/ngs the same old
ways, Floyd County has gained nothing!

Vote for and Support

Tim Parker
Family Court Judge
(Circuit Judge, 3rd Division)

Number 4 on the ballot,
Number 1 in experience!

Paid for by the Committee to Elect
Tim Parker Circuit Judge, Robert Williams, treasurer.

| have a plan to make Family Court work!

with two bedrooms overhead and
built a nursery in the family room.
They also traded their car for a
minivan.

“You should have seen our van.
All seven of us were in it,” Dwayne
said.

The Kidds don’t know what
other changes tomorrow might
bring. Dwayne has a permanent
disability. A former lineman for
Amencan E]ecmc Power, he suf-

went out of busmess, we bought

fered permanent leg and neurologi-
cal injuries in a fall while on the
job.

“Financially, it’s really hard,”
Dwayne said. “We got some (items)
for them”at showers and friends
have given them clothes. Also, we
kept Dillon’s clothes. We’re hoping
some businesses will help out. If
some stores would give us a dis-
count, it would help. When Hills

(Continued from page one)

some things there. They gave us an
extra 10 percent discount.”

“We’re just taking one day at a
time,” he added. “We are very
pleased that they are fine and
healthy.”

Editor’s Note: Portions of this
article were written by Chuck
Ferguson, corporate communica-
tions representative of American
Electric  Power, and Janice
Shepherd Tlmes managmg editor)

Briefs

almost $5.8 million in unclaimed
lottery winnings to provide fund-
ing for housing projects across the
state.

Fugitives
arrested

Kentucky State Police officers
took in two fugitives late
Wednesday in Pike County. Jason
Ray Scott, 23, of Mouthcard was

arrested at his mother’s residence
on Abner Fork of Ferrell’s Creek,
and Jason Hamilton, 23, of Jones
Fork at Steel, was apprehended at
a traffic stop. Warrants had been
issued for both men for bail jump-
ing, after they failed to appear on
previous charges of arson and
theft. They were lodged in the Pike
County Detention Center.

Public Meetings

(Continued from page one)

» Prestonsburg City Council,
Monday, 6 p.m., City Hall

¢ Floyd County Health
Department board, Tuesday, 6:30
p.m., office

* Floyd County 911 Executive
Board, Thursday, 6 p.m., Old
Tourism building

* Prestonsburg Community
College Board of Directors,
Thursday, 6 p.m., Prestonsburg
Municipal Building, City Council
Room

Job Corps culinary students Candice Young and Joyce Smith, below, participated in the preparation of
breakfast that was enjoyed by Minnie Lewis and Teresa Hall, above, at the Prestonsburg Rotary Club’s pan-
cake breakfast Friday. (photo by Randell Reno)

Patton unveils
memorial to -
fallen firefighters

Frankfort — Gov. Paul Patton
and Public = Protection and
Regulation Cabinet Secretary
Ronald B. McCloud helped unveil a
memorial to Kentucky’s fallen fire-
fighters in a ceremony recently at
Juniper Hills Park in Frankfort.

Gov. Patton chipped in $100,000
of the $183,000 cost of the memori-
al, and private donations funded the
balance.

“We come here to remember
those who have lost their lives while
trying to save others. We know that
no words can truly comfort their
families, friends and fellow fire-
fighters, but it’s our hope that this
memorial will serve as a lasting
symbol of their bravery and a place
of solitude and reflection for their
survivors.”

The concept, construction and
design of the memorial were a joint
effort of the three state firefighter
organizations, the  Kentucky
Firefighters Association, Kentucky
Professional Firefighters Associa-

tion and Kentucky Fire Commis-
sion.

Juniper Hills Park in Frankfort
was chosen as the site for the
memorial because of its easy access
and high visibility from US 60. The
focal point of the monument is
stainless steel multi-faceted Maltese
cross rising 19 feet in the air.

The cross is the national symbol
of firefighters. Supporting the cross
is a massive polished black granite
obelisk, etched with a collage of
firefighters in action. Two polished
black granite wings on either side of
the obelisk have the names of fallen
firefighters permanently engraved
on them.

In a ceremony that included a
tribute from bagpipe players, (mem-
bers of the Louisville Fire
Department), the governor, added,
“This memorial will honor those
who’ve given their lives and all of
our state’s firefighters who work
every day protecting the state and
our local communities.”

Job Corps
students
serve up
breakfast

by Randell Reno
Staff Writer

Students from the Carl D.
Perkins Job Corps center culinary
program put their skills to work
Friday during a pancake breakfast
presented by the Prestonsburg
Rotary Club.

Candice Young of Nashville,
Tennessee, Joyce Smith of
Orangeburg, South Carolina, Mary
Carty of Salyersville, and Nelson
Collado of Miami, Florida, along
with their instructor Carlotta
Shannon, prepared pancakes and
sausage for guests at the breakfast.

The culinary skills taught to the
students are not just flipping burg-
ers or pancakes. Shannon teaches
the students to prepare meals for
many occasions. Shannon says her
students have learned to prepare
many variations of meat, fish, and
poultry.

The culinary program receives
support through Women in
Community Service (WICS), a
national nonprofit organization.
WICS has been working with youth
from the Job Corps program for 30
plus years to create and participate
in community service projects.

Friday’s pancake breakfast was
a perfect opportunity for the stu-
dents to become involved in the
community service project since
the day marked the ninth annual
“Make a Difference Day,” a nation-
al event designed to recognize the
importance of community service
and to mobilize individuals to get
involved. More than a million vol-
unteers participate in various
events across the nation every year.

“Make a Difference Day’ was a
great way for Job Corps youth to
recognize their own potential,” said
Carole Gerlach, WICS’ director of
Youth Programs. “For many of
them, this was the first time they’ve
had the opportunity to put their
skills and abilities to work in the
community.”

In order to help make the project
a success, WICS ask for donations
from local businesses, schools,
other community organizations and
from the Job Corp. McDonald’s
and the Rotary Club made dona-
tions for the breakfast,

b ]
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The Medical Center of Eastern Kentucky.,
A Subsidiary of Consolidated Health Systems

Recognizing
Excellence...

...in our programs, our practices, and our people.

New members recently inducted into the Prestonsburg Rotary Club are Jimmy and Rebecca Derossett,

center. They were welcomed by Club President Mike Vance, left, and District Governor Jerry Hodges. JOB OPPOR I l l NI I IES

Rotary official : )
visits local club OUtstand{n'g Benefl’FS—
Competitive Salaries

District Governor Gerald O.
“Jerry” Hodges made an official
visit to the Rotary Club of . : S —
mesionure on s 16 | Highlands Regional Medical Center is
the club’s regularly scheduled : g
meeting.

e, e meine e | CUrTENtly seeking candidates for the
Lowell Keene, area representative ® o s 2
for Rotary District 6740, and fOllOWlng pOSlthnS:

Hodges’ wife Joy.
Some of the items discussed
with members were this year’s H i
: Sl : Rotary  International = theme, NurS|ng SerVIces
District 6740 Governor Jerry Hodges, right, is greeted by Mike Vance, “Rotary  2000:  Act  with
president of the Prestonsburg Rotary Club. (photos by H. Alan Bolling) ~ Consistency,  Credibility  and Registered Nurses Licensed Practical Nurses

Continuity;” the club’s plans and e :
objectives; Paul Harris Fellows; Certified Nurse Aides

Youth Exchange Program;
SPOKE/VoTrek, Rotary

Foundation, and  Worldview Surgical SerVices

Conference opportunities.
Hodges /8Ll sncomfaged (g Central Sterile Technician
Prestonsburg Rotary Club to join
other clubs in the district in striving:
to receive a Presidential Citation H 7
i i | Information Services .
Hodges has been a Rotarian
since 1987 and has served as presi- Data Processing Clerks PBX Operators
dent of the Newport Rotary Club
for two years and as District
Governor’s area representative for
three.

s

Facility Services

[ 4 v - : p}_;.@ﬁ{“& K ... o He is retired branch manager for 3 &l
Rotary Assistant District Governor Lowell Keene, right, of Pikeville IPC Information Systems in north- General Maintenance Workers ~ Plumber Electrician
greets Prestonsburg president, Mike Vance. ern Kentucky. Fiscal Plant Operator Housekeepers

The local club meets Thursday
mornings at 7:30 at Jenny Wiley

State Resort Park. Food and Nutrition Services

Food Service Workers Diet Clerks
Cook Pot Washers

Laboratory Services

Laboratory Technologists MT and MLTs
Phlebotomists

e a aﬂﬂﬁ dos
During his September 16 visit to the Prestonsburg Rotary Club,
District Governor Jerry Hodges, left, inducted the club’s newest mem-
ber, Gary Feltner, center. Keith Akers sponsored Feltner for member-
ship.

Radiology Services

Radiology Technologists

FLOYD COUNTY SCHOOLS Respiratory Services
Dr. Paul Fanning, Superintendent
Arnold W. Carter, State Manager : :
P 183 North Arnold Avenue, Prestonsburg, Kentucky 41653 Resplratory Therap'StS
Ph. (606) 886-2354 Fax (606) 886-8862 .
Puga'zf :i;ﬁce Patient Financial Services
LOCAL BOARD PUBLIC HEARING AMENDMENT g Clatk Registration Clerks
The Floyd County Board of Education has scheduled a local Board public hearing on a proposed . ar . -
AMENDMENT to the current District Facility Plan for Tuesday, October 26, 1999, at Allen Central High Cas_hler 3 B_Ilhng / Claims Representat've
School at 5:30 p.m. The District Facility Plan lists the capital construction and/or renovation projects that Claims Representatlves Financial Advisors
the school district may undertake, and the priority order, if applicable, that projects will be initiated.
A copy of the proposed AMENDMENT will be available for examination by interested individuals at the
Floyd County Board of Education Central Office, 183 North Arnold Avenue, Prestonsburg, Kentucky 41653, Pharmacy :
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., through October 26, 1999. Questions may be directed to Dr. ‘
Paul Fanning, Superintendent at (606) 886-2354. Those individuals wishing to comment on the proposed Jiiri
AMENDMENT may present oral or written comments at the local Board public hearing. Pharmacy Technicians
P The local Board of Education, after due process, will forward the proposed AMENDMENT to the Kentucky
Department of Education for ultimate approval by the Kentucky Board of Education. &
The local Board public hearing is being scheduled in accordance with KRS 157.620, and regulated by MEd'CaI RECOrdS
702 kar 1:001. '
Correspondence Clerk Coders
FLOYD COUNTY SCHOOLS
Dr. Paul Fanning, Superintendent - -
Arnold W. Carter, State Manager Cler|ca| Su pport Sel‘VlceS
183 North Arnold Avenue, Prestonsburg, Kentucky 41653
Ward it
i o PUBLIC NOTICE Transcriptionists
. “**Meeting has been rescheduled from October 20th to October 26th*** gl 2 :
LOCAL STATE BOARD PUBLIC HEARING These positions will offer immediate opportunities for day,
The Kentucky Board of Education has scheduled a local State Board public hearing on the proposed evening, and night shifts. In return for your expertise we
District Facility Plan for Tuesday, November 2, 1999, at Allen Central High School, at 7:00 p.m. The A . 3 ’
District Facility Plan lists the pending capital construction and/or renovation projects that the school district offer competltlve salaries and Outstandlng benefits. Please
may undertake, and the priority order, if applicable, that projects will be initiated. Copies of the proposed , o » X .
District Facility Plan are available for examination by interested individuals at the Floyd County Board of forward your resume / appllcatlon of interest to nghlands
Education Central Office, 183 North Arnold Avenue, Prestonsburg, Kentucky 41653, between 8:00 a.m. and R . l M d. l C t i
4:00 p.m. through October 20, 1999, egiona edical Center, attention Human Resources
Questions may be directed to Dr. Paul Fanning, Superintendent, at (606) 886-2354. Those individuals ;
wishing to comment on the proposed District Facility Plan may present oral or written comments at the local Ofﬁce, P'O' BOX 6689 Prestonsburg, KentUCky 41653, or
State Board public hearing. &
The local Board of Education, after due process, will forward the approved District Facility Plan to the fax to (606) 886 7534‘
Kentucky Department of Education for ultimate approval by the State Board of Education. E 1 :
P The local State Board public hearing is being scheduled in accordance with KRS 157.620 and regulated qua OppOr‘[Ume employer
by 702 KAR 1:001. )
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Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof:
abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble, and to petition the
government for a redress of grievances.

—First Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution—

QUOTE
I take a

and get on with it.

OF THE

a simple view of
life; keep your eyes open

 —Laurence Olivier

— Editoric
MAKING A MUDDLE
OF THINGS

The posting of the Ten
Commandments

by The Reverend Johnnie E. Ross
Member, Floyd County Board of Education

It was about two decades ago that I took my senior k

requirement class at Berea College. Berea College seniors =

can choose their required class from a number of classes

pre-approved in the area of religion. While it may indeed .

be the student’s choice, the field is narrowed to those class-

es which the administration feels will broaden a student’s .

view of religion in general, and Christianity in particular.
The year I took mine, I believe that three had received such
approval.

Realizing that you should not judge a book by its cover,
it was the course title that caught my eye and the course
description that captured my interest. It was a course relat-
ing to religion and government, God and politics, the sec-
ular and the spiritual, thus appropriately titled; Christ and
Caesar.

My college professor took the position of Aristotle that:
“Humanity is, by its very nature a political dwelling ani-
mal.” We are community-oriented, and no one is more
community-oriented than mountain people are. And to add
to the mix of the mountain tradition Christianity makes us
even more community-oriented and perhaps a bit more
political than most.

It was this real-life example of community that made

. my Old Regular Baptist Church so special. We didn’t have =
to worship at Salisbury to be “in the community of the =

faithful.” On the other three Saturdays and Sundays of the

month that there were no services at Salisbury, we were =

made feel just as welcome at any of the other community
Old Regular Baptist Churches. The community of the
faithful, who worshipped as Old Regular Baptists, knew us
as family, they knew my grandmother belonged to the
church in Salisbury and they knew that my brother, sister,
and I were part of the package. The “‘community” was and
remains important to those who worship in that tradition.

In fact, I knew long before the first lady wrote her book !
that ‘It takes a Village’ to raise children, or at leastitdidin =

the “good ol’ days.” John Spurlock, Kate McGlothen, Leo
Watts, Lula Salisbury, James Osborne, Ruth ‘Reynolds,

Sona Belle Greer, Frank Gray, and Rhoda Halbert are just .
a few of those I credit with me being what I am today —

good or bad, — they and many others tried. They were and
remain wonderful people and the communities of Printer,
Salisbury Elementary, and Martin Grade School taught me
more about being a community than did my college soci-
ology course, Community Analysis.

The people who live in communities tend to choose =
leaders and even if the choice itself is not “political,” the |

(See Muddle, page seven)
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— Letters & Editor—

PHYSICIAN URGES PARENTS
TO BE AWARE OF INHALANT ABUSE

Editor:

Parents are careful to teach their toddlers that
common household products can poison them, and
to keep these products out of little ones’ reach. But
many school-aged children are deliberately abusing
these and similar products to get high, in many cases
causing great harm to themselves.

To draw - attention to the dangers of inhalant
abuse, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
is focusing on substance abuse prevention, with spe-
cial emphasis on inhalant abuse, during the 1999
Child Health Month in October. ‘

While drug abuse has declined somewhat in
recent years, inhalant abuse is on the rise. One in
five eighth-graders has tried it. Using products such
as air fresheners, nail polish remover, cooking spray
and gasoline, they inhale the fumes directly from the
container or from a bag or saturated rag to get high.

Also called huffing, sniffing or solvent abuse, this
harmful activity can cause short- and long-term
health problems, including brain damage. The scari-
est thing about inhalants is that a child could die
from using them only once.

We urge parents, teachers, caregivers and others
who work with children to be aware of the signs of

inhalant abuse: breath and clothing that smell like
chemicals; spots or sores around the mouth; paint or
stains on body or clothing; drunk, dazed, or glassy-
eyed look; nausea or loss of appetite; anxiety,
excitability, or irritability.

Inhalant abuse is difficult to treat, so it is best to
recognize it and start treatment before the problem
becomes a habit. Adults can help young people stay
away from drugs and inhalants by helping them set
goals for themselves, building their self-confidence,
and teaching them to stand up against peer pressure.

Parents should tell children that some kids use
drugs to be accepted by their peers, then explain the
dangers of doing so.

We urge adults to be aware of the problem of
inhalant abuse, to discuss it responsibly with chil-
dren, and to ask their pediatricians for help in pre-
venting this problem. Once our children grow up, we
can no longer keep everyday hazards under lock and
key.

Julia E. Richerson, MD, FAAP

Pediatrician, Chair

Substance Abuse Committee

American Academy of Pediatrics

Kentucky Chapter

CONFERENCE WILL LOOK AT HEALTH CARE

Editor:

While the achievements of our health care system
are immense, they are diminished by its exclusivity.

Every year, a million more Americans become
uninsured. In Kentucky, 15 percent of the population
or about 587,000 people were estimated to be unin-
sured in 1997. And health care isn’t getting any cheap-
er — expenditures are predicted to double by 2007.

We also have a brewing crisis over the future of
our state’s health departments because of changes in
the way Medicaid funds are distributed.

This will likely affect many Kentuckians, since
there were 2,058,080 visits to health departments
across the state from July 1997 to June 1998. Included
in this total are 24,576 visits from individuals in
Floyd County.

The deepening health care dilemma will not only
affect the future cost and availability of health care for
citizens of every age, it may erode government
resources and undermine its capacity to respond to
other public needs.

Consequently, unraveling the health care dilemma,
which has perplexed policymakers for decades, is per-

haps more central to our future than ever before.

The Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center,
along with the University of Kentucky Center for
Health Services Management and Research,
Kentucky Cabinet for Health Services and Western
Kentucky University Department of Public Health,
are jointly sponsoring a one-day conference on
November 18 in Bowling Green to examine health
care-and health policy in Kentucky.

The conference, titled “Unraveling the Health Care
Dilemma,” will feature: Congresswoman Louise
Slaughter (New York), a native of Harlan and nation-
al health policy expert; three of the last four winners
of the Harvard-Ford Foundation Innovations in
American Government Award in the area of health
care; health policy experts from the Urban Institute
and the RAND Corporation, and a host of others from
Kentucky.

Michael T. Childress

Executive Director

Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center

(See Letters, page six)

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor are welcomed by The Floyd County Times.
In accordance with our editorial page policy, all letters must include the signature, address and telephone

number of the author.

The Times reserves the right to reject or edit any letter deemed slanderous, libelous or otherwise objec-
tionable. Letters should be no longer than two type-written pages, and may be edited for length or clarity.

Opinions expressed in letters and other voices are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the newspaper. Send letters to: The Editor, The Floyd County Times, P.O. Box 391, Prestonsburg,

Ky. 41653.

Y WORD

by Janice Shepherd
Managing Editor

by Janice Shepherd
Managing Editor

When Terry Dotson took the chair-
man'’s seat of the Floyd County Board of
Education, I breathed a sigh of relief.
When I heard he was resigning, I
moaned.

Years ago, I interviewed Dotson when
our newspaper planned to print a story
about Worldwide Equipment (WE). The
company was growing by leaps and
bounds and it had developed an extensive
network of services across the country.
The company, a major player in the busi-
ness world, is based in Prestonsburg, and
that’s something to brag about.

As I talked with Dotson and toured the
facility, the shape of my story changed
from focusing on the business itself to its
leadership. Dotson was — and still is —
at the helm, and the heart, of the compa-
ny.
Through my reporter’s eyes and
instincts, I saw a smoothly-run operation
and I saw the respect and the camaraderie
Worldwide’s employees showed to
Dotson. He was their leader, but he was
also one of them — an employee of
Worldwide.

Dotson explained to me that the WE
of Worldwide Equipment meant “we” the
employees. He said the company
belonged to the employees and that’s one
of the reasons it was so successful.

I also knew the company’s success
was due to the hard work of its leader,
Dotson, who would do whatever was best
for the company and for the employees.

I came away from that interview with
the opinion that Terry Dotson is a strong
leader with a commitment to the commu-
nity. Dotson and Worldwide’s generosity
isn’t well-known, but they have conduct-
ed various activities for the community
during their many years of business in
Floyd County. That involvement has

(See Word, page seven)
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CARL RowAN’S COMMENTARY

If you only consider his recent
song and dance about poor kids and
federal education funding, you
might conclude that Texas Gov.
George W. Bush is the best friend
that needy children ever had. But,
as another song says, he plans to kill
poor youngsters with “kindness™ by
destroying “failed” public schools
and allowing the kids to “escape”
with $1,500 each in federal funds.

Bush goes on to suggest that the
cause is “failed schools” and to sug-
gest that he will cure the problem

by taking from such public schools
some of the $13 billion that Uncle
Sam spends yearly on public educa-
tion and reallocating it to $1,500
vouchers, and by “allowing some-
one else — including churches and
synagogues and community groups
— to serve our children in better
fashion.”

I would be applauding Bush if he
had said, “That gap in test scores is
in large measure a reflection of gen-
erations of Jim Crow in public
schooling. And of current Jim Crow

in housing. And current racism in
employment and all the other things
that create family backgrounds that
are not conducive to children learn-
ing and scoring high on standard-
ized tests. Ever since the 1954
Supreme Court decision outlawing
racial segregation in public schools,
those favoring separation and
unfairness have prevailed. When I
become president, we are going to
equalize spending in public school
districts, and we are going to end
the racism by allowing any child to

; [l] E]mﬂﬁ‘fﬁ&‘«?&"“j@

go to any public school in his state.
That way, African-American and
Hispanic kids will begin to have a
fair chance.”

I don’t blame Bush exclusively

for this sudden assault on “failed”,

public schools. President Clinton
fell into that same trap some months
ago. And I don’t expect any real
change away from a public school
system on which more than 90 per-
cent of the nation’s children must
depend, no matter how much it is
weakened by vouchers.

But I do pray that Bush and other
Americans will understand that
schools “fail” for reasons far
beyond the things that Bush men-
tioned. If you locate a school where
the student body is certain to be
overwhelmingly minority, and poor,
with parents who lack good educa-
tions; if you staff that school with
the only teachers willing to work in
such an “unsafe’ or “unprestigious”
environment, meaning minority
teachers who themselves were
deprived by Jim Crow educations
and poverty backgrounds; if you
fund that school so stingily that it
lacks books, science lab equipment,
computers and advanced placement
classes; and if politicians are con-
stantly assailing that school, you
will turn out kids who don’t read
and write or handle math problems
in a satisfactory way. Such a school
will FAIL!

The tragic truth is that we have
many such public
America, and they won’t get much
better until this country ends the
kinds of discrimination that Bush is
not talking about.

© 1999 King Features Synd.,
Inc.

Don Flood

C’est La Vie

schools - in’

Diane Amantea’s

Commentary

Passing the remaining spending bills before the fiscal years ends on
September 30 may not be an impossible task, but Congress and the admin-
istration are ready to use a “full range of bookkeeping tricks” to do so,
leaving little of the projected budget surpluses for Social Security reform
and tax cuts, a new paper from The Heritage Foundation says.

Indeed, lawmakers from both parties have already indicated their will-
ingness to break the spending caps they agreed to in the 1997 Balanced
Budget Act, writes Peter Sperry, Heritage’s Grover M. Hermann fellow in
federal budgetary affairs. “Washington insiders have a number of account-
ing gimmicks they use to mislead the public about the true level of feder-
al spending,” he says. These include:

» Emergency Spending. Almost all of next year’s $14 billion budget
surplus will likely be consumed by two “emergency” spending bills
Congress passed before the August recess: $7.6 billion in farm aid and $4.5
billion to fund the Census.

+ Off-Budget Programs. Taking a program “off budget” makes its
funding levels “mandatory” and removes them from congressional debate.
House members did this recently when they passed AIR-21, a transporta-
tion bill that would “open a floodgate of pork-barrel spending on aviation
programs,” Sperry writes.

e Underfunded Accounts. Lawmakers deliberately earmark lower-
than-usual amounts for certain programs — such as the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) — then act surprised when actual spending
is 2}ﬁgher. Congress is already allocating suspiciously low amounts for
FEMA to handle emergencies in the coming year.

Keeping within the 1997 spending limits may require a high degree of
fiscal discipline, Sperry says, but Congress should not use the unforeseen
budget surpluses as an excuse to break the caps and raise spending.
Lawmakers should be “challenging the president to make a clear decision:
Either keep the bargain he made or veto fiscally responsible spending bilis
that stay within the caps and protect the Social Security surplus,” he writes.

Congress should also cut obsolete and redundant programs, Sperry says.
As the General Accounting Office has shown, many government agencies
are duplicating the work of other agencies. Overlapping programs should
be consolidated or eliminated entirely. Others — such as the Rural Utilities
Administration, a New Deal-era program designed to bring cheap electric-
ity to rural areas — have long outlived their original purpose.

“Hard work, creativity, and entrepreneurial risk-taking by the American
people have produced record levels of economic growth, and this in turn
has filled the coffers of the federal government,” Sperry concludes in a
related paper. “The wealth created by American taxpayers rightfully
belongs to those who created it.”

The president and his sidekick, Al Gore, keep warning people that the
tax cuts passed by Republicans will endanger Social Security, Medicare,
education, and law enforcement. How? Give me details, Mr. Clinton and
Mr. Gore. Tell me EXACTLY where you came up with your demagoguery.
As they say in Missouri, SHOW ME! (Don’t hold your breath. This crowd
has raised scare tactics to unprecedented heights!)

Teresa Thorne

Education Today

Nowhere is political correctness so prevalent as on our nation’s college
campuses. Students are subjected to speech codes and worse. In some
schools, students are actually required to share co-ed dorms. In one school
in particular, a student who wished to shower with the door closed was sub-
jected to ridicule. She was told that doing so was repressed behavior. She
was also instructed that she was to leave the door open in the future.

Students are also subjected to what amounts to political indoctrination
in the classroom. Professors of literature, anthropology, history, etc., regu-
larly interject their own political beliefs into the subject matter. And, while
I believe a university classroom should welcome an exchange of ideas,
what happens is that the student who disagrees with the professor is usual-
ly treated like a pariah.

To combat all this, civil liberties lawyer Harvey Silverglate and
Professor Alan Charles Kors, authors of “The Shadow University,” have
opened the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE). This
non-partisan, non-profit group opened in September, funded by contribu-
tions from individuals and foundations that believe in liberty and free
speech on campuses. :

Specifically FIRE seeks to uphold individual rights: freedom of speech,
legal equality, due process, religious liberty and sanctity of conscience at
what FIRE’s Executive Director Thor Halvorssen calls *America’s increas-
ingly repressive and partisan colleges and universities.”

Says Mr. Silverglate, “What has happened to campuses all over the
country is systemic ... It’s deeply rooted in the culture of campuses in
what’s called P.C. ... the double standards, speech codes, kangaroo courts
and attitudinal reorientation, what we used to call brainwashing.”

I applaud this foundation. I sincerely hope they are successful in com-
bating this epidemic in our nation’s universities. I only wish they’d been
around when I went to college. I, too, experienced such treatment in many
of my classes. Instructors weren’t interested in course matter per se as they
were in getting their political views across. It was maddening!

What do you think? Share your views with us. Send guest columns to
Education Today, King Features Weekly Service, 235 East 45" Street,
New York, N.Y. 10017.

© 1999 King Features Synd., Inc.

THE JEFFREY HART COLUMN

Goodbye to Beanies?

Like a lot of people in the world, when midnight, Dec. 31,
1999, rolls around, I'll be thinking about one thing and one
thing only: WILL WE STILL HAVE BEANIE BABIES?

Recently, Ty Inc., which makes — or perhaps I should say
gives birth to — Beanie Babies, made the second most dread-
ed announcement of the millennium.

The company’s web site flashed: “VERY IMPORTANT
NOTICE: On December 31, 1999-11:59 p.m. (CST) All
Beanies will be retired...including the above!”

(The First Most Dreaded Announcement was that Dan
Quayle plans to stay in the presidential race until he moves
ahead of Mr. Whipple in the polls, an occurrence, experts
say, not likely to happen in this galaxy, universe or dimen-
sion.)

In a head-to-head poll, Mr. Whipple beat Quayle hands
down in a presidential matchup.

However, Quayle did show surprising strength when the
question was changed to, “Who would you prefer to see
squeeze the Charmin at your local store?” Pollsters attrib-
uted this finding to “Whipple Fatigue.”

But back to our beanbag friends, my question is: what
does “will be retired” mean?

They won’t show up for work the next day?

That they’re all heading down to Florida to live in Beanie
retirement communities?

Let’s face it, being a Beanie isn’t such a tough job, unless
your-owners let the dog chew off your arms.

Personally, I don’t see how retirement would be much dif-
ferent for them. They don’t do much besides sit around.
Instead of retiring completely, they could become journal-

ists.

Unfortunately, some people feel the Ty company may not
be talking about that kind of retirement.

They point out, correctly, that Ty has produced a black
bear named The End — not an especially subtle hint, I admit
— and they say that means the company won’t be making
any more Beanies!

In other words, everything you have ever feared about the
turn of the century is true: the end of the world is at hand.
Head for the hills! Repent your sins! Gather your Beanies!

But others contend the announcement is just a publicity
stunt designed to goose sales.

Please.

Why would a public-spirited company like Ty, which has
provided one of the most useful products in the history of the
world (How many other products enable you to finance your
child’s education and your own retirement?), stoop to a crass
manipulation of the marketplace?

Let’s try to be realistic.

Another possibility is that Ty has realized too late that
Beanie Babies are not Y2K compliant, that they were made
with 20t century plastic pellets not designed to stand up to
the rigorous demands of the 21s century global economy.

Come Jan. 1, 2000, the world’s Beanie Babies may sim-
ple cease functioning.

Unfortunately, the president has not announced what
action — if any — his administration would take in the event
of a complete Beanie Breakdown and leaders on both sides
agree that chances for bipartisan action are slim.

My advice: when you lay in your Y2K supplies of water,
batteries, canned goods and Cheez-its, include a six-month
supply of Beanie Babies. (dgf @dca.net)

© 1999 King Features Synd., Inc.

There probably is not a single person in New
York who believes that President Clinton is
offering clemency to 16 FALN — the Spanish
acronym for Armed Forces of National
Liberation — Puerto Rican terrorists on the mer-
its. New Yorkers are a canny lot, and just about
everyone believes Clinton did this to help

‘Hillary Clinton with New York’s Puerto Rican

voters in her Senate race.

The Clinton administration initially said that
those receiving clemency had not participated in
terrorist violence.

New York Post investigative reporter Murray
Weiss reports that a 1983 report connects sever-
al of them with FALN bomb factories and vio-
lent attacks, including a bomb blast at the Mobil
building that killed a 26-year-old lawyer (New
York Post, Aug. 31).

The Post also reports that “[m]ost of those
being offered clemency were arrested in 1980 in
Evanston, Ill., after a botched army robbery fol-
lowing dozens of Chicago-area FALN bomb-
ings. One of those to be released, Juan Segarra
Palmer, was convicted in connection with the $7
million Wells Fargo armored car robbery.
According to Evanston police, documents
uncovered by the FBI indicated that those arrest-
ed were in town to kidnap a local millionaire
industrialist and hold him for ransom.”

Dick Morris continues to be a shrewd com-
mentator on politics. Yes, he disgraced himself
in his 1996 escapade with a prostitute and had to
leave the Clinton campaign (imagine anyone
having to leave the Clinton team because of

moral disgrace), but Morris was then and still
remains a shrewd political analyst and tactician.
In a recent column, he argues that the release of
the FALN terrorists could be Hillary’s “Willie
Horton.”

Horton, it will be recalled, is the
Massachusetts murderer serving life in prison
without parole who, nevertheless, was allowed
weekend furloughs from the prison under the
administration of Gov. Michael Dukakis. On
one of his furloughs, Horton committed a mur-
derous assault upon a Maryland couple and is
serving life in that state. The George Bush 1988
campaign stung Dukakis badly with TV ads
about the Horton furloughs, using them as a
symbol of Dukakis’ permissive liberalism.

Morris writes:

“Here’s the ad Rudy [Giuliani] can run.

“‘My ‘name is Diana Berger. In 1975, I lost
my husband — and my son, Adrian, lost his
father — when terrorists from the FALN blew up
a restaurant in Manhattan where he was eating
lunch, minding his own business. Now,
President Clinton has offered clemency to 16
FALN terrorists who are now in prison for help-
Ing to carry out the group’s bombings. Hillary is
supporting clemency. Mayor Giuliani and the
U.S.. attorneys who prosecuted the cases are
against it.

“So am I. So is Adrian. His father would
agree, if only he were still here."”

Dick Morris smells raw political meat. If
these ads ever run, that’s it for Hillary.

© 1999 King Features Synd., Inc.
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by Paul Prather
Columnist

October already has turned out
to be a month of passages for me.

My term as president of my
county’s ministerial association just
expired. I joyfully turned over the
job to my successor, the local
Episcopal rector.

Now my father, with whom I've
served as co-pastor of our rural con-
gregation for the past three years,
has decided to lay aside his pastoral
role after a total of 50 years in the
ministry.

He’s going to travel as a guest
speaker. (He says his isn’t a retire-
ment but a “re-fire-ment,” meaning
he’s fired up about this new role.)

I'll be running the church alone.

Out of one yoke and into anoth-
er.

You might not believe this, since
I’ve done public things such as

write books and newspaper
columns, but I'm really a very pri-
vate guy.

My wife, Renee, used to call me
anti-social.

I gravitated toward public writ-
ing, preaching and speaking not

Sod stretches us

because [ considered myself a
know-it-all or needed attention, but
because it turned out those were the
only skills I seemed to possess.

Gradually I learned that if I
wanted to eat — and the Lord
knows I love to eat — that’s what I
had to do.

Personality-wise, I would have
been just as content to have owned
a small-engine repair shop, to have
worked by myself in quiet
anonymity.

The problem was that I never
could tell a monkey wrench from a
ball peen hammer. At home Renee
won’t even let me try to repair a
broken window lock or a dysfunc-
tional toilet, much less the lawn
MOWwer.

So I’ve done what I could.

Write, write, write. Talk, talk,
talk.

And now, despite my best efforts
to the contrary, lead, lead, lead.

Forwnately, I've always loved
the act of writing, even though I've
felt mixed emotions about writing
for a mass audience. Sometimes I
get in the mood to talk from the pul-
pit, and when I do it’s not easy to
shut me up.

I’ve never liked anything about
administrating, though. Nothing.
Zilch.

I remember in ninth grade being
nominated unexpectedly as a candi-
date for class president. Then I got
elected on the spot.

I don’t remember any specifics
about my year in office. But the fol-
lowing year my classmates tried to
nominate me again.

I declined. Loudly.

Some of my school chums inter-
preted that as arrogance.

It wasn’t. Just the opposite. I felt
someone else, anyone else, might
be better suited to the task.

I'd found that I didn’t like trying

to solve other people’s problems. I
had enough problems of my own to
deal with.

I didn’t like making people mad
at me, and leaders always have
somebody mad at them. I wanted to
follow my own muse — and let
everyone else do the same.

Later, when I first became a pas-
tor, it was at a tiny church. About all
I had to do was preach. When,
rarely, a business decision needed to
be made, 1 delegated it or let the
majority decide.

Census Bureau todﬁdate numbers
on employment and education

According to the latest Census
Bureau data, the unemployment
rate in the United States is 4.2 per-
cent. This figure was calculated
using data from the Current
Population Survey (CPS).

During the week of October 17,
updated information will be collect-
ed in the CPS—the largest and
longest-running household survey
conducted by the Commerce
Department’s Census Bureau for
the Labor Department’s Bureau of
Labor Statistics. Nearly 2,000
Census Bureau field representatives
will conduct the interviews.

“CPS households are invaluable
in the effort to provide current, reli-
able labor-force statistics used to
plan programs that provide new
jobs and stimulate economic
growth,” said Susan B. Hardy,
director of the Census Bureau’s
Charlotte regional office.

The CPS is the country’s prima-
ry source of information on labor
force characteristics. The survey

collects data on the number of peo-
ple currently working full-time or
part-time, the number currently
unemployed and earnings.

As one of the primary sources of
data on demographic and socioeco-
nomic trends between decennial
censuses, the CPS periodically is
the source of data on other topics as
well. For example, in the October
survey, field representatives will
gather information on school
enrollment and completion.

Interiewers gather information
from about 48,000 households once
a month.

By law, the Census Bureau
keeps all identifying information
about survey respondents and their
households strictly confidential.
Local households selected for the
nationwide sample receive a letter
informing them of the survey from
Census Bureau Director Kenneth
Prewitt. Some households will be
interviewed by telephone and oth-
ers in person by field representa-
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tives who carry an official identifi-
cation card.

The CPS is a part of the Census
Bureau’s continuing effort to mea-
sure current and emerging trends at
the national and state levels.

Kenneth Stewart

Kenneth Stewart, 32, of
Jonancy, died Wednesday, October
6, 1999.

He was born August 31, 1967, in
Dayton, Ohio, the son of Geraldine
Mullins Stewart of Jonancy, and the
late Charles Stewart. He was
employed by the CSX railroad.

He is survived by one brother,
William Michael Stewart of
Pikeville.

Funeral services will be con-
ducted Sunday, September 10, 2
p.m., at the R.S. Jones & Son
Funeral Home, Virgie, with Carson
Wright and James Tackett officiat-
ing.

Burial will be in the Mullins
Family Cemetery on Elswick
Branch of Jonancy, under direction
of R.S. Jones & Son Funeral Home.

Alice Ramsey Mullins

Alice Ramsey Mullins, 64, of
Barberton, Ohio, formerly of
Weeksbury,died September 8,
1999.

She was a resident of Barberton
for 42 years. She was preceded in
death by her parents, Garnetta
Ramsey DeRay and Theadore
Ramsey.

Surviving are her husband of 45
years, Chester; one son, Dennis
(Annamarie); one granddaughter,
Krista; one great granddaughter,
Ariel; one sister, Avonell Ramsey
Withrow (Kenneth); and one broth-
er, Allen (Debbie) Ramsey.

Funeral services will be
Wednesday, at 1 p.m. at the
Campfiled-Hickman-Collier
Funeral Home, with pastor Robert
L. Webb officiating. Burial will be
in Chestnut Hill Cemetery in
Doylestown,Ohio.

Mims Porter

Mims Porter, 83, of South Shore
died Thursday, October 7, 1999, in
Southern Ohio Medical Center in
Portsmouth, Ohio.

He was born May 25, 1916, in
Allen, a son of the late Farris Porter
and Martha Branham Porter. He
was a retired employee of CSX
Railroad.

He was preceded in death by
four brothers, Lawrence, Ralph,
Raymond and Brooks Porter, and
four sisters, Sadie George, Mary
Baldridge, Ethel Parks and Ruth
Thomas.

He is survived by nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services are Sunday,
October 10, at 1 p.m., at the
Roberson Funeral Home in South
Shore, with Elder Robert Allard
officiating. Burial will be in
Davidson Memorial Gardens at
Ivel.

The obituary is courtesy of
Nelson-Frazier Funeral Home.

During my years as a journalist I
avoided all opportunities to move
into management, even though it
was the only way in that profession
to make more money.

I was content to earn less, so
long as I didn’t have to be the boss.

Now, in middle age, I find
myself thrust again into leadership
roles.

The first time I showed up at a

county ministerial association meet-
ing, last fall, it turned out to be the
one at which they were electing
officers. Before I knew what had hit
me, they’d made me president.

(“New meat,” one minister
explained later, grinning.)

And now I've become the lead
horse of a medium-sized congrega-
tion, responsible for all the counsel-
ing, planning, money raising and

cajoling.

Dear me.

Yet, I think it’s usually God, not
the devil, who sticks us with these
tasks we don’t want. He forces us to
lean upon Him. He makes us grow
as humans. \

If I moan too much in the months
ahead, I'll hope you’ll forgive me.
I’m being stretched out of my mold.

A

Free flu vaccinations for students

Flu vaccinations are available
free of charge to students and
school personnel of the Floyd
County Schoql System, October 13
through 29.

Each year, many persons con-
tract influenza, according to school
officials. They experience symp-
toms of flu for period of a few
days, or in some cases, require hos-
pitalization. Students and staff at
schools who want to reduce their
chance of catching influenza
should consider be vaccinated,
school officials said.

Certain requirements must be
considered before being vaccinat-
ed, according to the officials. They
are as follows: :

e A physician’s order will be
needed for any child under the age
of 18, or an adult who has an aller-
gy to chicken eggs, Thimerosal or
Latex. These orders must be indi-
vidual.

» Parents must be present for a
child under the age of 18 to receive
vaccine. There will be no excep-
tions to this.

* Some children will have to
receive two doses of vaccine to be

adequately immunized. This gener-
ally will be children between the
ages of three and eight years. These
immunizations will be four weeks

apart.
* Some side effects could
include soreness, redness or

swelling where the shot was given,

fever, or aches. If these problems
occur, they usually begin soon after
the shot and last 1-2 days.

* A more serious allergic reac-
tion might occur within a few min-
utes to a few hours after the shot is
given. The nurse giving the immu-
nization will give more information
regarding those side-effects and
reactions.

* Any person who is allergic to
chicken eggs, Thimerosal, Latex,
or who has had a previous reaction
to the shot should have a physician
order before receiving this vaccine.

The schedule includes

e  McDowell Elementary,
October 13, 8 -10 a.m.;

¢ Allen Central Middle, October
13, 11:30 a.m. -2 p.m.;

» Duff Elementary, October 13,
2-3 p.m.;

¢ Prestonsburg High, October

14, 12:15-1:45 p.m.;

¢ Stumbo, October 14, 12:30 -
3:30 p.m.;

e Allen Central High, October
15,8 am. -4 p.m.;

+« W.D. Osborne, October 15, 2 -
4 p.m.;

» Betsy Layne High School,
October 25, 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m.;

* Clark Elementary, October 26,
10-11:30 a.m.;

« Adams Middle School,
October 27, 10:30-11:30 a.m.;

» Allen Elementary, October 27,
11 a.m.-3:30 p.m.;

e Prestonsburg Elementary,
October 27, 1 -3:30 p.m.;

» South Floyd Middle, October
29, 8-8:30 a.m.;

¢ South Floyd High School,
October 29, 8:30-10:30 a.m.;

* May Valley Elementary,
October 29, 1:30-2 p.m.;

* Opportunities Unlimited,
October 29, 2:15-3:30 p.m.;

e Betsy Layne Elementary,
October 28, TBA. i

Letters

A DROUGHT OF A
DIFFERENT KIND

Editor:

There’s a drought of a different kind across the
nation, but many people aren’t aware of its severity. It’s
the drought of blood donations, and it has the potential
to affect thousands of hospital patients right here n
Kentucky.

Blood center officials fear that the warnings about
shortages have become so commonplace that they have
lost their urgency. But how can we ignore the fact that
it’s becoming increasingly difficult to ensure that blood
will be available for everyone when it’s needed?

In a recent article posted on the MSNBC web site by
Arthur Caplan, PhD, chair of the Department of Health
and Human Services Advisory Committee on Blood
Safety and Availability, he says that because of a steady
decline in the number of blood donors and an ongoing
increasé in the demand for blood transfusions, “spot
shortages” (such as those in the summer and around
holidays, like Labor Day) will give way to year-round,
chronic shortages.

“The health care system cannot function without
whole blood. Blood is to health care what oil is to trans-
portation. When there is not enough of it, the whole
system grinds to a halt,” says Caplan. “Without an ade-
quate supply of blood, surgeons cannot perform trans-
plants and joint replacements, birth moms are at high
risk if they need a Cesarean section, and those getting
many forms of cancer treatment or treatment for severe
injuries risk death.”

Why is the shortage of blood growing worse? We
can speculate, along with Dr. Caplan, that the following
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