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Conspiracy charge

Little case
going to
1| grand jury

by Pam Shingler
Editor
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The case of a Prestonsburg man
arrested earlier this month on a
charge of conspiracy to commit
murder will go before a Floyd
County grand jury.

That was the ruling yesterday of
District Judge Eric Hall who
presided at the pretrial hearing of
Bill J. “Bainey™ Little, 57, of Town

Floyd County Sports Editor
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$2,500 after the  ently thought

killing took that Allen had

place. turmed state's

evidence in an
investigation into allegations of
drug trafficking by Allen and
Little.

(No information regarding
Allen’s alleged involvement in the
drug investigation was available at
presstime.)

Ricky Thornsberry of the
Floyd County Sheriff’s
Department testified that an infor-
mant came to the sheriff’s office
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Thornsberry said that the sher-
iff’s office equipped the man and
another informant with “wires” and
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Agony of defeat
Someone has to lose while others win but these Betsy Layne Elementary basketball players, along with their coach Missy Clark, took things
hard after their team fell by two points, 46-44, to Allen Central Middle School in the finals of the girls’ Floyd County Grade School tourna-
ment. (photo by Ed Taylor)

Solid waste operation ‘dumped’
into hands of Floyd Fiscal Court

by Pam Shingler
Editor

The board of Floyd County
Solid Waste officially turned the
organization's finances over to the
county’s administrative office at
Monday evening's meeting.

In an agreement with Judge-
Executive Paul Hunt Thompson,
the solid waste group passed a reso-
lution to let the fiscal court handle
its assets and pay its payroll and
otherdebts. The board will continue
to draw up an annual budget and

State Senator Benny Ray Bailey,
prison officials, and local leaders
were on hand Thursday as about
250 visitors witnessed the dedica-

Index

tion and ribbon-cutting ceremony
Viewpoint................A4 for Otter Creek Correctional
Obituaries ................ A8 Center’s (OCCC) 256-bed expan-
BOOHE i i B1 sion at Wheelwright. .
Bailey said that in a perfect
gfeslt]yizs idgl world we would not need correc-
PRI RE QU i o tional institutions. But he added if
Our Yesterdays ........C2 it meant work so people could raise
Things to Ponder......C4 their families, he would take the
For the Record ........ C3 prisons.
Classifieds............... C7 Both Bailey and Judge-
Kounty Kettle............ Ci12 Executive Paul Hunt Thompson

recounted how much effort went
into getting the prison in the first
place. Thompson said securing the
expansion was a little easier but
still required a lot of work.

Bailey said he knew nearly
every worker at the prison, and he
understands what the prison means
in terms of economics to Left
Beaver. Bailey said the jobs made
it possible for many people to stay
here and make a living rather than
traveling out of state.

OCCC employs about 112 peo-
ple. Most of the workers are local
residents.

Tom Campbell from the
Kentucky Department of
Corrections said the center was an

B cl%es giid

“This is one project | want to put to

bed.”

Paul Hunt Thompson
— Floyd County Judge-Executive

County
Ecology
Officer
Kevin Webb
in his report
to the board,
Webb said he
recently rode

approve expenses.

The move is expected to save
about $17,000.

The continuing problem of ille-
gal dumping was brought up by

From left, Warden Jeff Little, Mayor Marlee Samona. Senator Banny Ray Bailey, Judge—Executlva Paul
Hunt Thompson and other prison officials prepared to cut the ribbon dedicating the 256-expansion of
Otter Creek Correctional Center last Thursday. (photo by Willie Elliott)

Ribbon cut for prison expansion

by Willie Elliott
Staff Writer

example of what can happen when
government and the private sector
work together. The center is run by
the Correction Corporation of
America,

The guests speakers, visitors and
media were given a tour of the
facilities and refreshments were
served.

According to Warden Jeff Little,
30 to 45 new jobs will result from
the expansion. Little said 15-20
positions have already been added
and the other positions will be filled
as the inmate population increases.

According fo Little, the mini-
mum-security prison has a capacity
of 600 inmates after the latest
expansion.,

around the
county with Kentucky State Police
Det. Steven Bradley to show him
the bigger dump sites. He said they
found eight new dumps in that one
day.

The KSP, according to Wehb/
plans to pick some of the dumps [Lﬂ'!
stake out with cameras to mmt/
illegal dumping. Webb said he i
trying to clean up one dump pes
month, _—
Webb said that because the blztu;;
police have become more active ir
the clean-up effort, more convic
tions for environmental violation!
are resulting in 'the courts

Judge Thompson asked what is
the policy to deal with people who

See Dumped, page two)

Martin council still has
no solution to sewage woes

by Willie Elliott
Staff Writer

Even though the water and
sewage problems facing the city
were not on the agenda for Monday
night's regularly-scheduled meet-
ing, the topics came up several
times during the Martin City
Council meeting.

Ranger Rick Caudill was chosen
to serve as the temporary mayor in
place of Alan Whicker, who did not
attend the meeting,

When the motion to approve
minutes from the last meeting
(November 23, 1998) was made,
Thomasine Robinson requested
that the minutes state that police

officers hired through the state
grant would be terminated at the
conclusion of the grant. The city
did not have a quorum for the
December meeting,

When the motion to approve
purchases was made. new council
member Mahendra Varia took the
opportunity fo ask severnl ques-
tions. He said he was leaming the
system, and it was a good time to
learn about the budget and the
process of paying and recording
bills.

Varia asked that some budget
documents be generated so he
could study and see how the system

See Sewage, page two)

by Pam Shingler
Editor

and well beyond.

in the 2020 census.

Population projected
to continue decline

If projections from the Kentucky State Data Center hold up,
Floyd County will continue to lose population in the next census

However, the decline is slight, amounting to a loss of about
1,000 between now and the year 2020 in Floyd County. )

In figures recently published by the center, Floyd County is
expected to count 43,050 persons in the 2000 census, which offi-
cially begins in the spring of next year. ‘

An estimate of the local population in 1997 listed 43,343 per-
sons in the county, down by about 200 from the 1990 census.

Center projections show the local population dipping to 42,699
by 2005; 42,706 in census year 2010; 42,676 in 2015; and 42,337

See Population, page three)
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Dumped

throw garbage over the hill on their

own property.

Board member Denzil Walker
responded that the polluter is given
the choice to “clean it up or go to
com‘“

Walker then suggested that the
fiscal court arrange 10 pick up casi-
off appliances throughout the year,
not just during designated county-
wide clean-up periods. Thompson
said he would consider the sugges-
tion.

Solid Waste Director Mike
Vance announced that the state's
Tire Amnesty Program is headed 10
this area. Under the program, the
state arranges for pick up and recy-
cling of tires which are not accepted
in regular landfills,

Thompson asked Vance to talk
with the coordinator of the tire pro-
gram and request that the tires be
picked up in both the spring and
fall. “If they can't come in twice, 1
would rather they wait until the fall
after we have our clean up this sum-
mer,” Thompson said.

He was referring 1o his plan to
hire young people to help with the
clearing of creeks this summer:
Tires which have beén dumped in
the creeks are expected to be
retrieved in the clean-up and will
need to be disposed of.

Vance and Thompson addressed
the status of the mandated closing

Lot |
N
of the local landfill. Vance said he
has met with several state officials
about correcting “leachate ouf-
breaks” at the site.

“So much dirt has been put on
(the landfill) that it 1s mashing out
the leachate,” the judge-executive
explained. He said the base of the
landfill is shale and mine refuse
which will not give.

Workers will now have to dnill to
find the edges of the old garbage,
dig a trench around the boundaries,
chemically-treat the residue and
drain it into a 10,000 gallon tank
where the waste will be put through
a kind of sewer Ireatment,
Thompson said.

“I think this will cure it,” the
Judge said. “If not, we'll have to
back up and shoot at it again.”

“The state said ‘Try this,"” Vance
added. “They said if it doesn’t work
to try something else.”

“We're going to do it,"
Thompson vowed. “This is one pro-
ject I want to put to bed.”

Vance distributed audit reports
for four years 10 the board mem-
bers. The audits are for 1995, the
year the current board took over, as
well as 1996, 1997, and 1998. He
added that a final audit for six
months of the current fiscal year
will be done next month, after
which the finances will be assessed
as part of the fiscal court audit.

Sewage

works. Clerk Pam Justice said she
could provide him with the infor-
mation and offered to show him
how to find it on the computer.

The city raised the taxes by two
percent in the fall election. Varia
wanted to know how much more
revenue this would produce. Justice
said she could get that information
from the computer.

Ginger Halbert, representing the
Martin Junior Pro Basketball, asked
for a donation for uniforms, lodg-
ing and other expenses involved in
taking the three Martin teams to a
tournament in Middlesboro and
possibly on to Knoxville, The coun-
cil agreed to donate $300,

Varia asked the council what
was being done to persuade the
Floyd County Board of Education
to move the central office to Martin.
Robinson made a motion that all
members who can should meet with
the board and talk to them about
moving the operations into Martin.

Robinson asked if there were
some way to get all the members of
the fire department trained so the
city could get lower insurance rates.
Fire Chief William Petry said that
to get a lower rate the department
would have to undergo an inspec-
tion. He said the department was
not ready for a new inspection and
would not be ready until 2000.

The council voted to set up a
$1,000 scholarship fund for the stu-
dents of Martin. The details of the
program will be worked out in
future meetings. Dr. Chandra Varia
said she would match any money
and that she thinks Our Lady of the
Way Hospital would do the same.

Bruce Caudill, representing
Martin Housing Authority, request-
ed land from the city to build a
commercial kitchen that would
measure 20 x 40. This agreement
would involve the city, Martin
Housing Authority, and Martin
Area Senior Citizens.

The city would only be donating
land and cooperating with the other
agencies. The city would not be out
any money. The council agreed 1o
look into the request and report at
the next meeting.

Robinson and newly-elected
member Joe Howard looked for
ways to cut costs so the city could
begin to make some water and
sewage improvements. Robinson
suggested the city make only emer-
gency purchases, City attorney Tim
Parker said such a motion would
have to be very specific or it would
make day-to-day operations diffi-
cult for the various departments.

In other action, the council:

* made the first reading of a
motion that would set a consistent
speed limit within the city, 25 mph.

* told Doris Dingus any com-
plaints she had against city police
would have to be taken up in exec-
utive sessions.

* directed the clerk to ask for
forms from the state that would
allow the city to recoup any taxes
paid for gasoline used to do city
business.

» discussed the following litiga-
tion in closed session: EPA vs. City
of Martin; City of Martin vs.

Hobert's Pizzaria Inc,; and City of
Martin vs. W&E Produce. No

Coors Light

wr 5899
Liquors

yne * 478-2477
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(Continued from page one)

action was taken on litigation items,

After the executive session,
Robinson make a motion that all
members of the council, including
the mayor, go to Frankfort to talk to
environmental officials about the
water and sewage problem in
Martin. The motion passed by
unanimous vote,

He said that auditor — Stephens
and Lawson of Louisville — rec-

‘ommended that the organization

“segregate” its money so that no
one person handles it all, a measure
that he said the board had already
agreed to do.

The board also addressed the
problem of county residents who do
not pay for or participate in the
garbage collection program.

Robert Baker of Waste
Management, formerly USA Waste,
said garbage collectors have report-
ed several instances of households
combining their garbage, with only
one paying for the service. In some
instances, he said neighbors are
known to put their garbage in witha
paying customer’s without the cus-
tomer's permission.

Board chairman David Layne
suggested tying garbage fees to
other utilities, specifically electrici-
ty providers AEP and Big Sandy
RECC, but no action was taken.

‘Lon May, who has been serving
as the PRIDE coordinator for the
county, announced that Chns
Waugh, the deputy judge-executive,
will be taking on that responsibility.

In his report to the board, May
said the county is working on get-
ting a loader system which will be
used to retrieve heavy trash items,
such as appliances and vehicles that
hay been dumped over hillsides and
creek banks.. He said one manufac-
turer, Petersen Industries, is sched-
uled to demonstrate its loader on
Wednesday.

May also reported that checks
are being cut this week for the
revolving loan fund for installation
of septic systems by property own-
ers; “Once we use this money, we
can go for more,” he said. Under the
program, homeowners who qualify
can get low-interest loans to put in
environmentally-safe sewage sys-

(Continued from page one)

tems and stop running waste into
streams.

Judge Thompson said his office
plans to apply for several grants
through the PRIDE program:.

In addition to those previously
mentioned, board members Lowell
Sammons and Doug Rice were in
attendance. Deborah Ratliff was
absent.

The next regular meeting of the
board was set for Feb, 22 at 5 p.m.
in the fiscal courtroom.

£3.

Graduates basic

Air Force Airman Brian E. Jones
has graduated from basic mili-
tary training at Lackland Air
Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.
During the six weeks of training,
the airman studied the Air Force
mission, organization, and cus-
toms, and recelved special train-
ing in human relations. In addi-
tion, airmen who complete basic
training earn credits toward an
associate degreee through the
Community College of the Air
Force. Jones is the son of
Gregory R. and Verna Jones of
Prestonsburg, He is a 1997 grad-
uate of Prestonsburg High
School.

HEY, BROTHER!

On your birthday,
I thought I’d give you
a compliment for once!

You have
the nicest sister
anyone could want.

Happy
50th Birthday!

Love, Bea

—

Should I Convert to a

Roth IRA?

If you’re asking yourself this ques-
tion, Edward Jones can help. We ‘
can analyze the benefits of convert- |
ing to a Roth IRA or continuing to I
contribute to your traditional IRA.

1 O. Sam Blankenship |

' Investment Representative |
Call or stop by today for
more information,
- 255 West Court Street
| Prestonsburg, Ky 41653 |
Bus 606-889-9004 .
www.edwardjones.com ‘

Serving individual Investors from more
than 3,300 offices nationwide

Edward} ones

Serving lndividual laveston S

Stock # 16471B

1996 Dodge Ram SLT 4x4

Laramie Ram 1500 V8

AT, AC, power windows & locks, alum.
wheels, bed cover, 44,750 miles, one
owner. 12 month or 12,000 mile warranty,

Stock # 16391A

1995 Toyota Avalon XLS

AT, AC, power windows, locks and
sunroof, leather, alum. wheels, 50,000
miles. 12 month or 12,000 mile warranty.

Stock # 16441A
1992 Chevrolet 1500 Pickup

4.3 V6 with 5 speed on this sport truck.
AC, cassette, one owner. Must see to
appreciate.

Stock # 16252B

1993 Ford Taurus

AC, power windows and locks, cas-
sette, 73,739 miles. 12 month or 12,000
mile warranty.

You’'ve seen them on TV!
Everyone is talking
about Toyota’s new car!

The Totally New 1999
Toyota Camry Solara
4 in stock NOW!

Stock # 16301A
1996 Geo Metro 3 Door LSI

4 cyl., AT, AC, stereo, 36,455 miles.
payments under $175 per month. 12
month or 12,000 mile warranty

Stock # 16251A

1996 Toyota Camry

4 door, DX with power windows and
locks, woodgrain dash, keyless entry,
gold package. Five to choose from, all
with warranty.

Stock # 16369A
1891 GMC S-15 Sonoma

4 cyl., AT, AC, tilt, cruise, 87,710 miles.
Red and ready!!!

Stock # 16414A
1991 Lincoln Town Car

This ride has it all plus leather!! 85,972
miles. In excellent shape!!

Carter Hughes Toyot

912 South Lake Drive, Prestonsburg, KY * 836-3861

If you don’t know where we are, call toll free for directions - 1-877-886-3861
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Swearing in

Floyd Circuit Judge John David Caudill swears in board members
Terry Dotson, center, and Johnnie Ross at the Jan. 19 meeting of the
Floyd County Board of Education at Adams Middie School. (photo by
Willie Elliott)

W’wright commissioners
organize, discuss tax

by Willie Elliott
Staff Writer

The Wheelwright City
Commission began a new year with
two new members. Don “Booty”
Hall and Jerry Tackett, who replaced
Luther Johnson and David Boyd,
attended their first commission meet-
ing Thursday evening.

After the commission heard the
financial report which listed the city's
end-of-year balance as $9556.43, the
members went into executive session
to select department heads.

Commissioner Andy Akers was
chosen to head the fire department;
Tackett, the police department; and
Hall, recreation and parks. Mayor
Marlee Samons will head two depan-
ments: Utilities and Streets and
Sidewalks. Commissioner Jimmy
Little told the commission members
he didn't have the time needed to
head a department.

The commissioners discussed the
Kentucky Oil and Refining
Company's (KORC) lease. Some of
the land included in the lease is not
being used, and the commission
wants to explore ways it can be uti-
lized. This will involve discussion
with the KORC.

The commission directed Samons
to look into an inter-local agreement
with the Floyd County Fiscal Court.
This agreement would allow the
county to come into the city and assist
_;,n any preject that both parties
decmed needed. The matter will be
voted on at the next meeting.

The commission also directed
Samons to look into the possibility of
the county running the city swim-
ming poel next year. Members said
they did not think the city could oper-
ate the pool this coming year without
help.

Before the county can operate the
pool, however, the city would have to
transfer the property to the county.

City attormey Tim Parker said he
would look into the legality of turning
the property over to the county.

The city is looking into the possi-
bility of leasing the old city hall 10
Otter Creek Correctional Center
(OCCC) as a storage site. The build-
ing needs repairs, but Samons is to
negotiate with the prison on terms of
the lease,

The commussion introduced and
had the first reading of an ordinance
for an occupation tax. According 10
Samons, such a rate must be a fixed
amount rate rather than a percentage.
The ordinance calls for a $5 per
month tax. The second reading will
be at the next meeting.

This tax would affect only those
people working in the city limits and
would include OCCC, which
employs about 112 people. The tax
would be deducted from employee
paychecks and turned over (o the city.

In his police report. Danny Martin
said he had made two arrests and 17
citations in the last month, but the big
news was that his cruiser was not safe
to operate, The commission members
said they could not let Martin drive
the cruiser after such a report.

The commission voted to take
$3,000 from the general fund to pur-
chase a vehicle. The money will be
paid back as funds become available.
The city has a back hoe for sale, and
money from that sale will go toward
paying for the vehicle,

Little said there were any numbgz..
of grants to help the city with some of .

its financial problems. The commis-
sion directed Samons to work with
Big Sandy Area Development
District to see what grants are avail-
able. The commission also asked
Samons to alk to Audrey Yates about
writing grants for the city,

In other action the commission
agreed to lease acetylene and oxygen
tanks and to have unneeded tanks
removed from the water plant.

Wayland City Commission meets

by Pam Shingler
Editor

The newly-elected Wayland City
Commission had its first meeting of
the year onJan. 21,

Policies for the police depart-
ment occupied much of the meet-
ing. Rather than purchase a lime
clock, the commissioners voted to
instruct Officer Aaron Kidd to leave
a recorded telephone message with
Commissioner Tommy Robinson
when he arrives for and leaves
work.

The action was in response o a
recommendation by the auditor to
have a verifiable system of keeping
track of employee work hours.

The commissioners also agreed
that if the policeman is asked tp
respond to a call from the ahcnffs
office or Kentucky State Police to
£0 outside the Wayland district, the
requesting organization should sub-
mit documentation of its request.

“The can fax it or send it by
mail, as long as we have documen-
tation,” said Mayor Tommy
Murphy.

Concerned that the city would be
left without protection,
Commissioner Tim Stephens added
that agencies should ask for assis-
tance from the Wayland police
department only when they have
someone else on the way,

The commissioners also voted
that they should review and sign off

Little

recorded a conversation with Little,
Officers listened to the conversa-
. tion through the wire's microphone.

He said that Little never named
Allen, but from what Little did say,
he and other officers were able to
deduce the identity of the alleged
intended victim. He said they
checked with other police depart-
ments in the area and discovered
the investigation in which Allen
was apparently involved.

Little was arrested by Shenfl
John K. Blackburn and his deputies
on Jan. 15. He was jailed on a
charge of conspiracy to commit
murder, which is a Class B felony,
'-,ca.rrying a 10 to 20-year prison
4

First

(Continued from page one)

term.

He was also charged at the time
with two counts of trafficking in
drugs, as was Nona Nelson, 45, of
the same address. Little was jailed
with a $1 million cash bond, and
Nelson was released that day on a
$10,000 bond.

Little was taken back to the
Floyd County Detention Center
after the pretrial hearing, but Judge
Hall did reduce his bond to
$500,000 property. or 10 percent
cash.

Nelson's pretrial hearing on the
drug trafficking charges was put off
until next Tuesday.

Starting a Business?

5-
¥
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Call your hometown bank for your business loan! First Commonwealth
Bank now has a lending center at Coal Run in Pike County! First
Commonwealth Bank - providing Business loans to support community
businesses. Stop in and speak with Ron Williamson or call 437-1619.

Commonwealth
Bank

irstcommonw ealthbank.com

Population

(Continued from page one)

Martin County is also projected
to continue its population loss into
the 21st century. With a population
histed at 12,231 in 1997, the out-
look for the 2000 census is a drop
1o 11,792, By 2020, the projection
1s for the loss of more than 1,000
more residents 1o 10,646,

Knott County also is expected to
lose, but very slightly, going from a
1997 estimate of 18,019 to a 2000
census figure of 17,965 and 17,853
in 2020,

The population of Pike County
is, likewise, projected to decline.
The 1997 estimate for the area's
most populous county was 72,561,

' That figure is expected to drop to'

72,307 i 2000 and to 70,936 in
2020.

Interestingly, Johnson and
Magoffin counties are expected to
gain a few residents in the same
time period.

Johnson County had an estimat-
ed 24,091 in 1997, a number that is,
expected to grow by 162 by 2000,
By 2020, the population in Floyd's
northern neighbor is projected 10
be 24,475.

Magoffin is projected to
increase by some 1,500 population
over the next two decades. The
1997 estimated population was
13,828, which is expected to climb
to 14,107 by the 2000 census and
to 15,408 by 2020.

Center researchers project that
Kentucky's overall population will
grow by a couple hundred thou-
sand in 20 years. The 2000 census
is expected to count about 3.9 mil-
lion Kentuckians with the popula-
tion rising by 2020 to around 4.3
million.

Coors Light
18-Pk. S899

J & J Liquors
Betsy Layne » 478-2477
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on all grant proposals for law
enforcement funds.

“We want nothing sent out until
the commissioners haye seen it and
voled on it, and we want nothing
purchased without approval,” the
mayor said. The group agreed that
violation of the policy by city
employees would be grounds for
dismissal.

The commissioners, further,

agreed that for any purchase of sur-

STRAND TWIN

Absher
Enterprises

STRAND |

STARTS FRIDAY

plus property or supplies from the
state or from Christian Appalachian
Project's warehouse, two members
of the commission must be present
1o sign for the purchase.

They also discussed getting a
map with houses and names of
occupants from the property valua-
tion administrator’s office to carry
oul the collection of city taxes.

Plans to spruce up the city hall
by replacing lights and painting

PRESTONSBURG, KY. « 606-886-2696

http://showtimes.hollywood.com

Wall-to-Wall Screens, Dolby Sound, and Cupholders!

STRAND Ii

HELD OVER

VA II‘: BLUES

Now @pen
The Hair and
Body Shack, Inc.

Located 2/10 of a mile past
the Mountain Arts Center
149 Calhoun Drive

FEATURING:

Z.X40 Wolfe Alpha 33
Tanning Bed Sauna
MASSAGE THERAPY

After-Hour Appointments Available
Walk-ins Welcome

(606) 889-0809
Open Monday-Saturday

Upgrade to &

Including
our

in Home Entertainment From...

CABLEVISION

COMMUNICATIONS

1

A Savings of more than $16.00!!

ANTY Premium Service

were discussed, as well.

The mayor said he is overseeing
the relocation of some street lights
in the city, taking them from low
use areas Lo areas where the need is
greater,

Commission members set a spe-
cial meeting for Tuesday, Feb. 2, al
7 p:m. to review applications for an
additional policeman's position,

Also present at last Thursday’s
meeting were commissioners Cur
Tufts and Mary Murphy.

ﬁlﬁvérﬁll 10

Pikeville
http://showtimes.hollywood.com
94 Pike Street, Pikeville, Ky.
606-432-2957

Bargain Matinees Until 6 p.m.

Tickets may be purchased
in advance for any show
on the date of purchase

CINEMA 1
The Thin Red Line
Mon,-Sun, 7:30
Fri-Sat.-Sun. 4;00

CINEMA 2 “PG-13"
Civil Action
Mon.-Sun. 7:00, 9:30; Fri. 4.30,
Sal.-Sun. 200, 4:30

CINEMA 3
In Dreams

Mon.-Sun, 7:00, 9:15; Fri. 4:15;
Sal.-Sun. 2.00, 4:15

CINEMA 4

NH!’I

“PG-13"
Stepmom
Mon.-Sun. 7:00, 9:30; Fri. 4:30;
Sat.-Sun 2:00, 4:30

CINEMA 5
Gloria Virus
-/~ "R
Mon.-Gun, 7:05; Mon, S, 0:05
Fri-Sal-Son 405 a1 -Sun._ 205

CINEMA 6
Patch Adams

Mon.-Sun. 7:10, 9:25; Fri, 4:25;
Sal. 2:10, 425

CINEMA 7
Varsity Blues
Mon.~Sun. 7:05, 8:15; Fr, 4:15
Sat.-Sun. 2:.05, 4:15

upym

nn-t

CINEMA 8 “PG-13"
She's All That
Mon.-Sun, 7:08, 8:15; Fri. 4:15

Sat.-Sun, 2:08, 4:15

CINEMA 9
At First Sight
Mon.-Sun. 7:10, 9:25, Fri.4:25
Sat.-Sun, 2:10, 4:25
CINEMA 10 Mighty Joe

The Facuylty, |
“r”

“PG-13"

OHwmE" am
Mo, -Sun T:A0; Fri. 4:20
Sat Sy, 210,420

Man Sun. 920 any

NO LIMIET.S

SHQ 13

Enjoy Great [ivsi Kun Movies On...
weo  NSEMSD

100% pure movies. 100% pure fun.

* Offer good in Cable Service areas only. Some restrictions may apply.

Hurry...Offer Expires Feb. 12, 1999
~ Call Now to Order~

886-2291




THE FLoyp County TIMES

Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
Jree exercise thereof; abridging the freedom
of speech, or of the press; or the right of
the people 1o peaceably assemble, and 1o
petition the government for a redress of
grievances.

~First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution—

Quote of the day..

Political language- and with

variations this is true of all
political parties, from Con-
servative to Anarchists- is

designed to make lies sound

truthful and murder re-
spectable, and give an ap-
pearance of solidity to pure
wind~ George Orwell

Uy
Please do not throw out the inserts in the middle of the!
paper today before you take a closer look. One is a special" :
section on domestic violence. ] |
It's not a heartwarming subject, one that you particularly
want to talk about around the supper table or the office coffee 5.,_‘
- pot — although perhaps you should. Despite all that we know,
most of us still cling to romantic notions about fairy-tale rela-
tionships where Inf
~ everyone lives happi- !

‘ly ever after. Who A Circle %"&
o arn  ever that needs to
iz s e broken [
! ::(:ll:do: ;ipc:njicr? l:'::-113131':35 of when you want to think happy %ﬁﬂ

!ﬁ';

thoughis, The colors are shades of black and blue with figures
‘}: of dcspa‘ir. Where can you find photographs and illustrationsﬁ
i -dlal don’t repulse the reader? )
b I’s not an easy subject to write about or to discuss. Fean'{i
‘makes it hard to be specific. Victims are reluctant to tell their!
| story, even with pseudonyms, out of fear that the abuser‘sti ki
~ anger will flare up again and be more vengeful. .
~  Itis a subject you need to be aware of. Chances are that if ,r
Hj you are not 4 victim or a perpetrator of domestic abuse, you
* live next door to someone who is or you have a relative, good’
friend or co-worker who is. Contrary to what most of us want|
* 1o believe, not all men who abuse their wives are toothless, il-
*literate and live at the head of a remote holler. (Fact is, not all
 domestic abusers are men.)
= Floyd County, unfortunately, is close to the top in reported|
- incidences of domestic violence in the state. We could pat our
- selves on the back and say, Why, that’s because our law en-|
2%4 forcement officers and judicial authorities are better at re-

~ sponding to complaints, arresting offenders, tending to vic-
~ tims and meting out justice — and we’d be right. !
 But we also have to admit that we still have a huge prob-,
" lem. No matter how much we romanticize the rugged,
", 'straightforward. - individualistic ‘mountaineer, 'we have to_ Wl

- admit that we are heirs toa colture where guns and fists haves!!
~ been mere highly valued than books and where women have'
~ been expected to submit always to the will of their men. Com-;
bine those two legacies and domestic abuse flourishes, p
Fortunately, we do have some people in Floyd County who| i
. are determined to put an end to — or, at the least, curtail —
- domestic violence. The Domestic Violence Task Force was;
- formed last year with the aim of pulling together representa- |
. ﬁlive-s of all those organizations that deal with family abuse.\”
h. ' The Floyd County Sheriff's Department has been a leader in
 this regard. Likewise, we have judges who have determined to|
- make a difference, as have many other persons who have to'
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WERE BUSY!

— Letters & Editor—

SEEKS INFORMATION ABOUT FAMILIES

Editor:

I had several families to live in Floyd County by
the 1820 census. They are Tyree. Osbom(e), Simp-
kins, Wireman, Dean, Flannery, Boggs, Langham,
Wallen/Walden, Pinkston, Butner and many more.

My great-grandfather, William “Bad Bill” Os-
borne, was a Confederate soldier, signed up in Floyd

County. He did live in Morgan, Estill, Breathitt,

Johnson and.Menifee counties. He was also a mem-
ber of a group with several other folks, “Blind
Tigers.” If anyone can help me with information on
this group, 1 really want to learn more.

William and others had push boats of illegal
whiskey, which they sold from Prestonsburg to
Whitehouse in Johnson County. One thing led to an-
other and my great-grandfather killed some of the
members of the group. This happened in Johnson
County around 1901. This is what heavy drinking
can do.

William ran off into the mountains and was not
found until 1904, 1 do believe from what 1 have read
that he had killed several times. 1 am looking for any

newspaper clippings in Floyd County on him or this
group.

(I am also looking) for anyone with ties to Abe
Wireman, He was married to Sally Dean. They mar-
ried around 1818 and had several children, My third
grandmother was one of his daughters. She was also
the mother of the aforementioned William Osborne.

I know from others that Abe Wireman owned a
few slaves. [ have not done any research, since I can-
not get to Kentucky. I am glad we have come far
from those days. While we cannot change the past,
we can teach our children what is right and wrong.

What is in our hearts today will be judged by oth-
ers around us and will be what the Lord sees in us,
Being a family history nut, 1 am interested in the
good and bad of those days. And, it brings cousins
together.

1 do not know anything on the Dean family tree
and would like to hear from those who do.

Patty Cartwright

PO Box 1286

Northport, Ala. 35476

BRIDGE NEEDED TO
DRIVE ACROSS, NOT LOOK AT

Editor:

1 am a senior citizen living on Town Branch and
am very concemned about a recent rumor about our
bridge.

It is my understanding that the Kentucky Her-
itage Council or Historic Society wants to place the
bridge on their list and not have the bridge tomn
down. This would result in a delay in a new bridge
being built.

I am sick and on a dialysis machine and I need a
bridge that 1 can drive across now. I would hope that
no one on the historical society would try and knock
us out of our bridge. We do not need a bridge to look
at but a bridge we can drive across.

This winter has been very difficult for me. 1 am
afraid that if it snows 1 will not be able to get the
medical assistance | need due to the bridge being out
and having to cross the Town Branch Hill. If the his-
torical society fights us on knocking down the old
bridge and replacing it, I may be part of history be-

fore a bridge is built.

I am sure that if the members of the historical so-
ciety had to drive over slick roads to get medical
help they would be more than willing for the old
bridge to be tom down and replaced with a new
bridge.

According to state inspectors, large chunks of
concrete are falling from the bridge. I would think
this would be a safety hazard and the bridge would
need to be torn down. I say let’s tear the old bridge
down and replace it with the money already appro-
priated by the state.

If you feel as I do that the old bridge should be re-
placed with a new bridge, in the same location,
please let your feelings be known at: Kentucky Her-
itage Council, 300 Washington St., Frankfort, KY
40601.

Ben Crace

Prestonsburg

DO WE NEED ANOTHER CHURCH?

Editor:

I have agonized over Pastor Bill Stukenberg’s let-
ter (Floyd County Times Jan. 13), inquiring if Floyd
County needs another church. T confess that 1 am
often bitter against our churches and question the
value of their existence and their relationship to the
ministry of Jesus of Nazareth.

I question it in the same sense as the author Elie
Wiesel, in his book, Night, questioned the silence
and passive nature of Judaism at large and the syna-
gogues in particular in the years before the Holo-
caust of 1939 to 1945,

Thus, Pastor Stukenberg’s letter calls to mind the
timeless questions of the purpose of religion and the
individual congregation in a community of its be-
lievers. Is the church no more than a train station to
its congregation, a ticket source, for the soul on its

voyage to heaven? Should the church become active
in the community where it is located? Should it lead
its congregation against crime, corrupt politics, vote
fraud, or the incestuous cronyism of politics as
found here in Floyd County? Or should it ignore the
earthly fate of man, while concentrating singularly
on the soul, as was done by the medieval church?

Tragically, little can be said for the churches of
Appalachia in general, and the churches of Floyd
County, in particular, They seem 1o have always
been in somebody's pocket; to have been someone's
handmaiden. And this seems a particular weakness
of the modern church era.

It has been reported that William Randolph
Hearst ordered his newspaper empire to make an

(See Letters, page five)

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor are welcomed by The Floyd County Times.
In accordance with our editorial page policy, all letters must include the signature, address and telephone

number of the author.

The Times reserves the right to reject or edit any letter deemed slanderous, libelous or otherwise objec-
tionable. Letters should be no longer than two type-written pages, and may be edited for length or clarity.

Opinions expressed in letters and other voices are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the newspaper. Send letters to: The Editor, The Fioyd County Times, P.O. Box 391, Prestonsburg,

Ky. 41653.

-

Meowsntsain

Willie Elliott '

Staff writer

What is all this business about pre-
dicting the weather using a groundhog?
If there is any connection between the
weather and a groundhog seeing his
shadow, I think the weather station at
Jackson should get its very own ground-
hog.

And it has to be an expensive Ken-
tucky groundhog. Oh, I'd say about the
same price the government pays for a
commode, $5,000. Mountain ground-
hogs co