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Pike Fiscal Court 
votes to hold on RCC 

Big Shoal lawsuit

BY RUSS CASSADY

REGI ONAL EDI TOR

PIKEVILLE — The Pike County Fis-
cal Court voted Tuesday to pause its 
threatened lawsuit against a company 
which received a $400,000 loan from 
the county to build a natural gas-to-

liquid fuel plant but later announced 
the move of the plant to Floyd County.

During Tuesday’s regular meet-
ing, Pike County Attorney Howard 
Keith Hall brought the issue up with-
out initially naming RCC Big Shoal, the 

Officials say as long as payments 

continue, legal action will be paused

Five charged 
with child 

endangerment 
in Floyd

A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND

TI MES STAFF REPORT

Several people have 
been arrested on charges 
of endangering children 
in Floyd County recently.

According to court 
documents, the fi rst ar-

rest occurred June 11 
when Prestonsburg Po-
lice Offi cer R. Frasure 
was dispatched to a re-
port of two juveniles, ap-
proximately four or fi ve 
years old, walking alone 

See CHARGED, Page 8ASee LAWSUIT, Page 8A

Floyd pastor: ‘Putting cancer 
behind me, one mile at a t ime’

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER 

A local pastor marked a mile-
stone with his tennis shoes this 
week.

On June 18, Phillip Ramey, 
pastor of the Third Avenue Free-
will Baptist Church in Prestons-
burg and chaplain at Riverview 
Health Care in Prestonsburg, ran 
2.2 miles on the Dawkins Trail, lo-
cated near his home in Johnson 
County.

Ramey, 39, usually runs three 

Submitted photo

Johnson County resident Phillip Ramey, pastor of the Third Avenue Freewill Baptist Church in 

Prestonsburg and chaplain at Riverview Health Care, snapped this selfi e shortly after completing a 

2,892-mile goal he made following recovery from cancer.

See PASTOR, Page 3A

Despite auditor’s words, fiscal court votes 
to accept all bids for several products

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER 

The Floyd County 
Fiscal Court appeared to 
have trouble last week 
shaking off the desire of 
some members to accept 
all, or more expensive, 
bids for things the coun-
ty uses throughout the 
year. 

Last year marked the 
fi rst time in years that the 
fi scal court did not accept 
all bids it received for 
things such as asphalt, 
gravel and pipes, but 
on June 15, fi scal court 
members back-tracked 
that step and ended up 
selecting some bids that 
will cost the county more 

Magistrates 

Randy Davis 

and John 

Goble discuss 

the 2019 fi scal 

year budget 

during a June 

15 fi scal court 

meeting.

Floyd Chronicle 

and Times photo 

by Mary 

Meadows
See BIDS, Page 9A
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Monthly river run may change course in the future
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER

Offi cials with Prestonsburg 
Tourism and the City of Pres-
tonsburg are gearing up for 
the second 2018 Paddlefest 
this weekend, and the month-
ly event may change course in 
the future. 

Paddlefest, which offers a 
16.4-mile fl oat that takes visi-
tors on a four-to six-hour tour 
of the Levisa Fork River on 
the fourth Saturday of every 
month, will begin at 8:30 a.m. 
at River Park, located behind 
Billy Ray’s Restaurant on Sat-
urday. 

Participants can bring their 
own watercraft or rent them, 

and they have the option to 
end their voyage at the half-
way point, the Paintsville-Pres-
tonsburg Combs Airport, where 
a boat ramp is located, or they 
can continue onto Paintsville. 
Shuttle and lunch services are 
provided for an additional fee. 

Prestonsburg Tourism has 
partnered with the Paints-
ville-Johnson County Tourism 
Commission to host Paddlefest 
for a number of years, but that 
may change in the near future.

This week, new Prestons-
burg Tourism Director Saman-
tha West told tourism commis-
sion members that partnership 
may end, leading to a discus-
sion about possibly changing 
Paddlefest routes in Prestons-

burg. 
“I  don’t see it continuing as 

a partnership on Paddlefest. I t 
doesn’t seem there’s a lot of 
interest on their side,” West 
told Prestonsburg Tourism. 
“We tried to address some of 
their issues ... So, we’d like to 
keep working with them. I  fol-
lowed up. We met on Friday. 
I  followed up yesterday and 
they haven’t got ten back. So, I  
would suggest that at least for 
Saturday, because marketing 
been happening for that, to go 
ahead and keep it the original 
route on Saturday, at least.”

Commission members dis-
cussed the possibility of host-
ing Paddlefest on the Levi-
sa Fork behind Billy Rays, on 

Johns Creek and from Banner 
to Prestonsburg. They said us-
ing different routes could lure 
more locals to Paddlefest.

Commissioner Rodney 
Gardner, who works at Jenny 
Wiley State Resort Park, sug-
gested combining Paddlefest 
with a fi shing/kayaking event. 
Mayor Les Stapleton, a visitor 
at the meeting, suggested the 
tourism commission promote 
noodling for fi sh events. 

“While we’re at it, let ’s do 
noodling,” he said, as com-
missioners laughed. He joked. 
“I  think you’re all prejudiced 
against us noodlers.” 

Commissioner Julian Slone 
returned the joke, telling Sta-
pleton that he’ll set up a park 

event to allow Stapleton to 

teach others how to noodle. 

Stapleton launched Pad-

dlefest after he started his fi rst 

term as mayor in 2015, citing 

a need to improve the city’s 

economy through tourism. Last 

year, hundreds of people from 

throughout the region and 

from other states at tended.

Paddlefest dates in 2018 

are June 23, July 28, Aug. 25 

and Sept. 22. For updates on 

monthly Paddlefest events or 

changes caused by inclement 

weather, visit Prestonsburg 

Tourism on Facebook or call, 

(606) 886-1341.

Paddlefest on tap for this weekend

Marriages, property transfers filed in Floyd
SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD

CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

The following marriag-
es and property transfers 
have recently been fi led in 
the Floyd County Clerk’s of-
fi ce:

Marriages
Deanna Shonnelle 

Greer, 38, of Banner, to 
Jeremy Wade Conn, 39, of 
Banner

Shondra Nichole Gwinn, 
23, of Martin, to Weston 
Drew Halbert, 23, of Printer

Jackie Conley, 52, of 
Prestonsburg, to Josephine 
Stacy, 59, of Wayland

Felisha Ann Salisbury, 
28, of Minnie to George 
Joseph Blackburn, 30, of 

Minnie
Elizabeth Nicole Farley, 

22, of Lexington, to Conner 
Jarred Branham, 25, of Lex-
ington

Tia Nicole Stamper, 34, 
of Prestonsburg, to Ricky 
Shane Wehunt, 49, of Lang-
ley

Aleshia Lynne Hall, 21, 
of Prestonsburg, to Jor-
dan Russell Marcum, 22, of 
Prestonsburg

Property Transfers
Danny D. Slone, Donna 

Thomas Slone to Carolyn 
Sue Mcintire; property loca-
tion unlisted (Deeds Book 
637; pg. 446)

MTGLQ Investors LP 
to Fayetta Slone, Gary L. 
Slone; property location 

unlisted (Deeds Book 637; 
pg. 456)

Rhonda Mitchell to 
Kenny Joe Mitchell; proper-
ty location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 637; pg. 460)

Kentucky Lodging and 
Developing Company Inc. 
to Dollar General Partners;  
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 637; pg. 463)

John Trustee Taylor, Lil-
lian M. Taylor Living Trust 
to Ann J. Trust Taylor, Ann 
J. Trustee Taylor; proper-
ty location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 637; pg. 469)

John Trustee Taylor, Lil-
lian M. Taylor Living Trust to 
Sarah E. Trust Lee, Sarah E. 
Trustee Lee; property loca-
tion unlisted (Deeds Book 
637; pg. 469)

Katherine Moore, Kathy 
Moore to Charles Bent-
ley, Charles R. Bentley I I;  
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 637; pg. 477)

Revelation Energy LLC 
to Elkhorn Coal Company 
LLC; property location un-
listed (Deeds Book 637; pg. 
481)

Nellie M. Farler, Stanley 
Farler to Andrew Ousley; 
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 637; pg. 489)

BBT Branch Banking 
and Trust Company to Mark 
Halbert; property location 
unlisted (Deeds Book 637; 
pg. 491)

Tommy Johnson to Sue 
Burke; property location 
unlisted (Deeds Book 637; 
pg. 495)

Sam Duncan to Robert 
Duncan; property location 
unlisted (Deeds Book 637; 
pg. 499)

Amy Spears, Michael 
Ray Spears to Virginia Gib-
son; property location un-
listed (Deeds Book 637; pg. 
502)

Charles Ramey to Wil-
liam S. Reed, Hollie D. 
Stumbo; property location 
unlisted (Deeds Book 637; 
pg. 505)

Harold Lester Cooley 
II, Regina Colley to Albon 
Meade, Rosemary Meade; 
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 637; pg. 509)

James Vernon Hall to 
Barbara Shepherd, Larry 
Shepherd; property loca-
tion unlisted (Deeds Book 
637; pg. 521)

Audreyetta Lawson to 
Leonora Absher; property 
location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 637; pg. 528)

Kelly N. McGuire to The 
Extra Mile LLC; property 
location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 637; pg. 533)

Citizens Bank of Ken-
tucky to Frank Castle;  
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 637; pg. 538)

Master Commission-
er Ashley Tackett Laferty, 
James Lewis, Sabrina Lew-
is, LVNV Funding LLC, Mat-
thew G. Martin, Sabrina 

Martin, Midland Funding 
to Vanderbilt Mortgage; 
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 637; pg. 544)

Crystal Mullins, James 
L. Mullins to Bonita New-
some, Ritchie Newsome; 
property location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 637; pg. 550)

Homer L. Bowen, 
Kozetta Bowen, Kozetta 
Hamilton, Midfi rst Bank, 
Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, James 
Trimble Stratton, Carol Ann 
Stratton, unknown spouse 
of Carol Stratton to Midfi rst 
Bank; property location un-
listed (Deeds Book 637; pg. 
553)

Joan Hall Caldwell, 
Jim D. Hall, Sandra Hall to 
George William Patton Jr., 
Rebecca Gwyn Patton; land 
contract location unlisted 
(Deeds Book 637; pg. 559)

Bobby Joe Bryant to 
William Bryant; property 
location unlisted (Deeds 
Book 637; pg. 563)
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or four miles every day at 
Dawkins, or, occasionally 
at Dewey Lake, but on 
Monday, he only needed 
the 2.2 miles to meet his 
goal.

In April 2015, Ramey 
chucked off the pain he 
endured with two surger-
ies and six weeks of che-
motherapy and decided 
to walk — or run —  away 
from stage two testicular 
cancer, which had spread 
into his lymph nodes be-
fore he was diagnosed. 
Two weeks later, he 

started training for his 
fi rst marathon. 

He was not a runner 
before he was diagnosed 
with cancer in October 
2014, but he decided to 
take up the hobby to re-
lieve stress and fi nd a 
healthier way of life.

“I  started running af-
ter cancer so that I  could 
put all of this behind me,” 
he said. 

Since then, Ramey 
has maintained his daily 
run schedule and com-
pleted four full marathons 
as well as droves of oth-
er races—5K events, 10K 
races and even a 100K 
relay race last summer.

All of that time, he’s 
been clocking his miles 
with a running app on his 
cell phone. 

That 2.2-mile stretch 
he fi nished on Monday, 
June 18, gave Ramey a 
total run of 2,892 miles 
since 2015. 

After beating cancer, 
he wanted to run the 
distance of 2,892 miles 
because it equals the 
distance between what 
some websites refer to 
as the farthest points lo-
cated on the east coast 
and west coast in the 
southern part of the Unit-
ed States. That distance, 
Ramey reports, is 2,892 

miles between West 
Quoddy, Maine and Point 
Arena, California. 

He announced the 
accomplishment on so-
cial media Monday.

“For my morning run 
today I  ran 2.2 miles, be-
cause that was the dis-
tance needed for me to 
reach 2,892 post-cancer 
miles ran,” he wrote. “I  
have now offi cially ran 
the distance of the Unit-
ed States from Coast to 
Coast since BEATING 
CANCER! Thank you can-
cer for being the Goliath 
that made me fi nd the 
David inside of me! To 
GOD be the glory!!!”

Through this journey, 
Ramey has improved 
his physical health, but 
he has also infl uenced 
his six-year-old daugh-
ter Adalyn, a Billie Jean 
Osborne Kentucky Opry 
Junior Pros member, who 
now also enjoys running. 
She has won awards in 
her age group in a few 
5K races she has partic-
ipated in, Ramey said.  

“She loves it,”  he 
said.

Although he met that 
2,892-mile goal, Ramey 
is not planning to slow 
down anytime soon.

When asked if he 
has a new goal now, he 

said, “Just to keep run-
ning. Keep beating can-
cer. Keep put ting cancer 
behind me, one mile at a 
time.” 

He said running is a 
good stress reliever. 

“I t helps me stay 
tough mentally,” he said.

Ramey has been the 
pastor at Third Avenue 
Freewill Baptist Church 
for 13 years and the chap-
lain at Riverview for fi ve 
years, where he leads a 
program built to improve 
the quality of lives of Riv-
erview residents. He lives 
in Johnson County with 
his wife Melanie and his 
daughter.

PASTOR
Continued From Page 1A

Judge declares Kentucky’s pension overhaul bill unconstitutional
BY JACK BRAMMER AND 
DANI EL DESROCHERS

LEXI NGTON HERALD-LEADER

Franklin Circuit Judge Phil-
lip Shepherd struck down Ken-
tucky’s controversial new pub-
lic pension law Wednesday.

In a 34-page ruling, the 
judge said the General Assem-
bly failed to enact the law in 
compliance with the require-
ments of the Kentucky Consti-
tution.

The legislature violated 
Section 46 of the state consti-
tution in two ways, Shepherd 
ruled. 

First, the legislature failed 

to give the bill three readings 
on three separate days in each 
chamber, as the law requires.

Second, he said the bill ap-
propriates money, and there-
fore needed the support of 
a majority of all members in 
the House to pass. The bill, 
though, was approved with 
only 49 votes, which is two shy 
of a constitutional majority in 
the 100-member chamber.

Because the bill was enact-
ed improperly, Shepherd said 
he did not consider whether 
the provisions of the law vio-
late the state’s “ inviolable con-
tract” with teachers and other 
public workers.

At torney General Andy 
Beshear, who challenged the 
law, and Gov. Matt Bevin’s at-
torney, Steve Pit t, argued June 
7 before Shepherd whether 
the legislature followed proper 
procedures in passing the law 
and whether it runs counter to 
an “ inviolable contract” — lan-
guage that guarantees teach-
ers and state workers get the 
benefi ts promised when they 
are hired.

The law places teachers 
hired after Jan. 1, 2019, in 
a hybrid cash-balance plan, 
which is similar to a 401(k), 
rather than a traditional pen-
sion, and requires those teach-

ers to work longer before be-
coming eligible for retirement. 
I t also caps the amount of ac-
crued sick leave teachers may 
convert toward retirement to 
the amount accrued as of Dec. 
31, 2019.

Under the new law, state 
employees hired between 
2003 and 2008 are required to 
pay 1 percent more for health 
care in retirement.

“Today’s decision is a win 
for open, honest, government, 
ruling that the Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly violated the 
Constitution when it turned an 
11-page sewer bill into a 291-
page pension bill,”  Beshear 

said.
Bevin did not immediately 

respond to a request for com-
ment.

The case is expected to be 
appealed to the Kentucky Su-
preme Court.

Bevin has previouly de-
scribed Shepherd as an “ in-
competent hack” and unsuc-
cessfully asked Kentucky Chief 
Justice John Minton to remove 
him from the case.

Kentucky’s ailing public 
pension systems have an un-
funded liability of more than 
$40 billion.

Carter honored at convention
SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

Carter Funeral Home owner James 
J. Carter I I  was recently recognized 
for more than fi ve decades of service. 

Carter was recognized for 50 years 
of service as a licensed funeral direc-
tor and embalmer during the 136th 
annual convent ion of the Funeral Di-
rectors Associat ion of Kentucky, held 
earlier this month at the Kentucky 
Expo Center and Crown Plaza Hotel 
in Louisville. 

The Funeral Directors Associat ion 
of Kentucky represents licensed fu-
neral directors and licensed funeral 
establishments throughout the state 
and promotes “high standard”  in the 
funeral services fi eld through continu-
ing education programs, legislat ive 
representat ion and service to com-
munit ies. 

The convent ion, geared to give 
funeral directors a forum to receive 
and exchange information, featured 
presentat ions from local and nat ional 

funeral service experts, who of fered 
information on topical issues related 
to business and management practic-
es, regulatory updates, technical skills 
and training and other professional is-
sues related to funeral service. 

“FDAK members return home with 
new ideas that will allow them to bet-
ter serve their families in their com-
munit ies,”  a press release from Carter 
Funeral Home stated.

Carter graduated from Prestons-
burg High School, earned his bach-
elor’s degree at Eastern Kentucky 
College and the Cincinnat i College 
of Mortuary Science in 1966. He’s a 
long-t ime member of the Funeral Di-
rectors Associat ion of Kentucky.

For more information about Carter 
Funeral Home, located at 234 South 
Lake Drive in Prestonsburg, visit  car-
terfuneralhomeky.com. For more in-
formation about the Funeral Direc-
tors Associat ion of Kentucky, visit , 
fdaofky.com.

Submitted photo

James J. Carter II has been serving as an embalmer and licensed funeral director 

for 50 years.
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Several charged in Floyd District Court, civil cases filed
A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND

TI MES STAFF REPORT

Charges were fi led against 
several recently in Floyd District 
Court. The charges include:

Felony charges fi led
Marty Lynch, age unavail-

able, of Varney; fl agrant non-
support

Charles W. Allen, 34, of Ivel;  
receiving stolen property un-
der $10,000; theft by deception 
(cold checks) under $10,000 

Charles Halsey, 52, of Pikev-
ille; fl agrant nonsupport

Andrea Derossett, 30, of 
Topmost; fi rst-degree traffi cking 
in a controlled substance under 
two grams of methamphet-
amine 

Josh Hanson, 33, of Myra; 
fi rst-degree traffi cking in a con-
trolled substance under two 
grams of methamphetamine, 
tampering with physical evi-
dence, possession of marijuana, 
second-degree possession of a 
controlled substance

Amy E. Adams, 41, of Pres-
tonsburg; driving under the in-
fl uence, driving on a DUI-sus-
pended license, fi rst-degree 
fl eeing, evading police, resisting 
arrest, tampering with physi-
cal evidence, fi rst-degree and 
second-degree possession of a 
controlled substance, failure to 
maintain insurance, second de-
gree disorderly conduct 

Ronald Williams, 52, of Mc-
Dowell; third degree traffi cking 
in a controlled substance

Ricky Gene Hall, 49, of Mal-
lie; third-degree traffi cking in a 
controlled substance 

Qwantazz M. Holloway, 28, 
of Pikeville; fi rst-degree pro-
moting contraband, fi rst-degree 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance (cocaine), possession of 
marijuana 

William D. Castle, 39, of Mc-
Dowell; fi rst-degree traffi cking 
in a controlled substance, un-
der two grams of methamphet-
amine 

David Allen Campbell, 60, of 
Warfi eld; fi rst-degree stalking 

Billie Eslwick, age unavail-
able, of Printer; two counts of 
fl agrant nonsupport 

Evan Swigart, age unavail-
able, of Betsy Layne; theft of 
property over $500, third-de-
gree terroristic threatening 

Joseph Young, age unavail-
able, of Pikeville; fl agrant non-
support

Christopher Hopkins, age 
unavailable, of Tram; fl agrant 
nonsupport

David Puente, 37, of Printer;  
failure to comply with sex of-
fender registration 

Misdemeanor charges fi led
Merlin O. Conn, 44, of Print-

er; two counts alcohol intoxica-
tion in a public place 

Tammy Glover, 35, of Bev-
insville; fi rst-degree traffi cking 
in a controlled substance (under 
two grams, methamphetamine), 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia

Melodie Patton, 42 of Allen; 
endangering the welfare of a mi-
nor. 

Joseph Tyler, 18, of Harold;  
rear license not illuminated, 
driving under the infl uence, traf-
fi cking in marijuana, under eight 
ounces, failure to wear seat belts

Joshua Hopkins, 27, of Mc-
Dowell; second-degree fl eeing 
or evading police, violation of an 
emergency protective order

Terry Ramey, 37, of Garrett;  
second-degree fl eeing or evad-
ing police, resisting arrest

Benji Samons, 30, of Ivel;  
endangering the welfare of a 
minor

Stephanie Damron, 30, of 
Ivel, second-degree wanton en-
dangerment 

Steven Chad Castle, 34, of 
Prestonsburg; public intoxication 
of a controlled substance

Austin Barnette, 33, of Mar-
tin; fourth-degree assault

Demetrius McDowell, 19, of 
Louisville; harassment

Misty Dawn Huff, 30, of Haz-
ard; driving on a suspended or 
revoked license, possession f 
license when privileges are re-
voked 

Gary T. Wolfe, 63, of Pres-
tonsburg; driving on a suspend-
ed or revoked license, posses-
sion f license when privileges 
are revoked

Larry Lewis, 34, of Pres-
tonsburg; harassing communi-
cations, third-degree criminal 
trespassing

Joshua Hopkins, 28, of Lex-
ington; third-degree criminal 
mischief, second-degree wanton 
endangerment

Misty Lamartz, 32, of Bet-
sy Layne; public intoxication 
of a controlled substance, sec-
ond-degree disorderly conduct 

James Slone, 53, of Pres-
tonsburg; second-degree disor-

derly conduct, resisting arrest, 
alcohol intoxication in a public 
place, third degree criminal mis-
chief

Brenda Fugate, 37, of Mc-
Dowell; public intoxication of a 
controlled substance

Candy Compton, age un-
available, of Wheelwright;  
third-degree terroristic threat-
ening

Brandon H. Johnson, 31, of 
Weeksbury; improper registra-
tion plate, no registration plates, 
failure to maintain insurance, 
driving on a revoked or sus-
pended license

James Bailey 47, of Banner;  
violation of an emergency pro-
tection order

Danny Ray Tackett, 51, of 
Banner; failure to or improper 
signal, driving under the infl u-
ence, possession of synthetic 
drugs 

Jerri Reed, 39, of Paintsville;  
second-degree possession of 
a controlled substance, driving 
under the infl uence, receiving 
stolen property under $500, li-
cense to be in possession

Joshua M. Bentley, 34, of 
Garrett, theft by unlawful tak-
ing or failure to make disposition 
under $500 

Brent Vanover, 35, of Pikev-
ille; public intoxication

Joey Grey, 45, of Wayland; 
harassment

Eric Brandon Gayheart, 32, 
of Hi Hat; receiving stolen prop-
erty under $500

Candy Hamilton 44, of Tea-
berry; failure to send child to 
school

Ashley Adams, 32, of Allen; 
harassment

Rita Michelle Slone, 37, ad-
dress unavailable; fraudulent 
use of a credit card 

Christopher M. Hopkins, 33, 
of Blue River; second-degree 
fl eeing or evading police 

Misty Morrow, 34, of Galves-
ton; second-degree hindering 
prosecution or apprehension

Brian K. Nantz, 50, of More-
head; public intoxication of a 
controlled substance

Thomas J. Sallisbury, 20, of 
Estill; second-degree wanton 
endangerment, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, public intox-
ication of a controlled substance 

Kimberly Lashae Patton, 19, 
of Estill; second-degree wanton 
endangerment, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, public intox-
ication of a controlled substance 

William Nathan Hall, 36, of 

Shelbyville; driving with one 
headlight, driving under the 
infl uence, possession of mari-
juana, third degree possession 
of a controlled substance, pre-
scription not in proper container, 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia 

Gregory K. Tackett, 35, of 
McDowell; public intoxication of 
a controlled substance. 

Kelly Harvey, 27, of Allen; 
alcohol intoxication in a public 
place 

Chad B. Jarrell, 33, of Prit-
ner; alcohol intoxication in a 
public place

Wynonna Vanderpool, 30, of 
Gunlock; harassing communica-
tions

Bradley Williams, 33, of 
Grethel; public intoxication of a 
controlled substance, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia 

Jeffrey Kent Hall, 61, of Ver-
sailles; possession of marijuana 

Lawsuits fi led 
Kentucky Department for 

Income Support, Pricie Goble 
vs. Glenda Hughes; petition for 
child support and healthcare in-
surance 

387 WATCH Minnie Warren 
vs. Highlands Regional Medical 
Center, Big Sandy Health Care, 
Dr. Antara Pothuloori; personal 
injury complaint

Brenda Hinkle, for herself 
and as executrix of the estate of 
Larry Dean Hinkle vs. Kyle Col-
lins, Nationwide Property and 
Casualty Insurance 

Ally Bank vs. Patti H. Rose; 
complaint concerning agree-
ment 

Kentucky Department for 
Income Support, Kentucky Fos-
ter Care vs. Angela D. Akers;  
petition for child support and 
healthcare insurance 

Kentucky Department for 
Income Support, Kelly C. Isaac 
vs James A. Conley; petition for 
child support and healthcare in-
surance 

Kentucky Department for 
Income Support, Kentucky Fos-
ter Care vs. William C. Akers;  
petition for child support and 
healthcare insurance 

Jerry Pelphrey, Brandon T. 
Conn, Zurich Universal vs. State 
Auto Insurance; personal injury 
complaint

Burl S. Scott vs. Ricky L. 
Goble; personal injury complaint 

Lisa K. Hunt vs. Jonathan T. 
Johnson, Blackburn Contracting; 
personal injury complaint

Kelly Jackson vs. Charles 
Shannon Jackson; domestic and 
family case transferred from 
Michigan

Wells Fargo Bank, Betty 
Jean Moore, also known as Betti 
Jean Reid, also known as Betty 
Jean Reid, unknown spouse of 
Vernon Blackburn on Oct. 13, 
1952, Vernon Blackburn; fore-
closure 

Kentucky Department for 
Income Support, Darlene Mc-
Neil vs. Tommy Mulkey; petition 
for child support and healthcare 
insurance 

Corey Tyler Castle vs. Chasi-
dy Bentley; two cases regarding 
petition for custody 

Rickey Slone vs. Selina Law-
rence, Kelly Bryant; petition for 
joint custody and visitation

Tax Ease Lien Servicing, LLC 
vs. Sabrena J. Stepp, unknown 
heirs of John G. Stepp, Free-
dom Financial Services, City of 
Prestonsburg, Mid South Capital 
Partners LLP, MTAG as Custodi-
an for MGD-KY LLC, Floyd Coun-
ty; foreclosure 

Ronda Caudill and Bayli Jen-
kins, individually and as guardian 
of an infant vs. Ledford T. Rose; 
complaint concerning contract 

Aaron Cantrell vs. Pop’s 
Chevrolet; property damage 
complaint

Kentucky Department 
for Income Support, Amanda 
Woods vs. Shane Slone; petition 
for child support and healthcare 
insurance 

Combs Brothers Invest-
ments Company, David Betscher 
vs. Metelectric Energy LLC 

Anthony Osborne vs. Ash-
land Hospital Corporation, King’s 
Daughters Health Systems, 
King’s Daughters Medical Spe-
cialties; personal injury com-
plaint 

Ashley Renee Coburn vs. 
Donavan Coburn; divorce 

Hannah A. Thomas vs. Bren-
da Moore and Tim Short, doing 
business as Tim Short Honda; 
personal injury complaint

Editor’s note: The above list 
refl ects people who are charged 
in Floyd District Court and those 
listed in lawsuits in Floyd Circuit 
Court. The charges and lawsuits 
fi led against them are merely 
accusations and the defendant 
is presumed innocent or not lia-
ble until proven guilty.

Break fixed on Ky. 404

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Repairs on this portion of Ky. 404 hampered traffi  c for much of the day on Tues-

day, June 19, as state highway offi  cials and contractors worked to fi x a break. 

The installation of steel beams in this area caused a power outage that lasted 

hours for some Big Sandy RECC customers last week.



BY ROBERT RI GGS

KENTUCKY AVI ATI ON 
ASSOCI ATI ON

Kentucky is known 
for a few things; bour-
bon, bluegrass, barbe-
que, horses and college 
basketball. However, 
many may not realize it is 
also known for aviation. 
Of the 98 high schools 
in the U.S. that teach 
aerospace and aviation 
skills, 25 of them are 
in our commonwealth. 
Our number one export 
is aerospace products 
at $11.7 billion in 2017. 
While we are landlocked, 
Kentucky is the only state 
that can have three inter-
national freight forward-
ers call Kentucky home 
(UPS, DHL, & Amazon). 

Our general aviation air-
ports are an important 
economic driver for our 
rural communities.

Here in Kentucky, we 
have one of the best he-
licopter evacuation sys-
tems in the world, our 
vast aerial medical net-
work gives us the abili-
ty to respond to nearly 
any accident in Kentucky 
within 10 minutes - this 
is crucial for a state as 
large and rural as ours. 
Our network of general 
aviation airports plays a 
vital role in responding 
to accidents when they 
happen. In fact, a recent 
study commissioned by 
the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Aviation found 
that general aviation air-
ports serve a critical role 

during disaster relief. Our 
local, public-use airports 
provide a location for the 
deployment of rescue 
operations and the evac-
uation of those in need. 
Plans have been drawn 
up for all 53 general avia-
tion airports in the event 
of a disaster and play a 
vital role in providing a 
place for air operations to 
land or takeoff and allow 
disaster relief workers to 
react to a crisis quickly 
and effectively.

The versatility of gen-
eral aviation also makes 
it an important resource 
for businesses. There is 
no other form of direct, 
point to point transpor-
tation that matches the 
speed of general aviation. 
When businesses need 

to execute quickly gen-
eral aviation is there for 
them. Take for instance 
the blizzard we had in Jan 
17-19, 1994. I t is largely 
believed to have been 
one of the worst snow-
storms of all time. Near-
ly two feet of snow fell 
between Shelbyville and 
Cynthiana, with Louisville 
receiving a record break-
ing 16 inches of snowfall 
in a single-day, followed 
by an intense cold air 
mass on the 21st coming 
south that plunged tem-
peratures as low as -37 
degrees and many roads 
were either frozen or 
covered in snow.  Inter-
states I75, I64, and I65 
were closed the whole 
week. This situation was 
particularly bad for the 
Toyota plant in George-
town, KY which utilizes 
just-in-time production to 
manufacture their vehi-
cles. Just-in-time produc-
tion, sometimes known 
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EDI TORI AL:

I t just does not make sense
Boy, the Floyd County Fis-

cal Court has really been hit-
ting it out of the park lately.

First, the members repeal 
an insurance premium tax 
and wipe out $1.4 million in 
revenues for the incoming fi s-
cal court, citing their need to 
serve “ the will of the people,” 
without — as County At torney 
Keith Bartley noted — imple-
menting a plan to cut expenses 
or gain revenues.  

And, in addition to that, 
the fi scal court also decided 
to walk back, once again, to 
its old practice of accepting all 
bids and/or the more expen-
sive bids for projects within the 
county. 

These two actions were 
taken during the fi scal court ’s 

June 15 meeting, and neither 
of them make any sense. 

Bartley was the only fi scal 
court offi cial to raise questions 
about how the new fi scal court 
will cope with the $1.4 million 
hole that will be left in 2019 
when the insurance tax is off 
the county’s books. 

And that, folks, is one sad 
fact, not just because he’s the 
only one to voice concerns 
about the need for a plan, but 
because he doesn’t have a vote 
on this local government body. 

I t ’s as if the elected offi -
cials who do have a voice on 
that board pret ty much said 
what Magistrate Randy Davis 
said, “That ’s their problem. 
They can fi gure it out,” talking 
about how the incoming fi scal 

court will cope with the fi nan-
cial strain. 

In that same meeting, 
Bartley reminded fi scal court 
members that the state audi-
tor’s offi ce previously cited the 
fi scal court for accepting all 
bids. One fi scal court member, 
Ronnie Akers, voted against 
awarding the bids for pipes 
to a more expensive bidder, 
and the rest of them ignored 
it, with Judge-Executive Ben 
Hale saying it doesn’t matter 
because the county doesn’t 
spend $20,000 annually on 
these vendors for pipes.

And all fi scal court mem-
bers present voted to award 
the laying of asphalt to all 
three companies that submit-
ted bids. One of those bids was 

$12.75 per ton, while the other 
two were for $20 per ton.

It completely dumbfounds 
us as to why the fi scal court 
made these decisions this 
week. 

No, we don’t like taxes. 
We’d rather not pay them. 

But with a budget that ’s 
still $1 million less than the 
current year, and loads of ser-
vices provided to Floyd Coun-
ty citizens, how can the fi scal 
court wipe out $1.4 million in 
revenue without fi guring out 
how to make up for that loss? 
And how can they agree to pay 
more for the same types of 
products? 

We just don’t get it. 
One has to wonder wheth-

er these members — three of 

whom were ousted by voters 
in the primary election — are 
trying to set the incoming fi s-
cal court up for failure. 

That may be a good tactic 
at a ball game. But this is no 
ballgame. This is life. The lives 
and livelihood of Floyd County 
residents are at stake. 

Much like the voters, we’re 
beyond believing this current 
fi scal court will make the right 
decisions, so we’re challenging 
those who are still in the run-
ning to begin the process of 
fi guring out how they’re going 
to make the best of a number 
of bad situations when they 
get into offi ce. 

They will be forced to hit 
the ground running, so they 
bet ter get training now.

LETTER:
Thanks for 

support
The Floyd Coun-

ty Housing Authority 
would like to thank our 
community partners 
and community service 
agencies for supporting 
our recent Strong Fami-
lies events. 

We also wish to 
thank the following lo-
cal businesses for their 
generous donation of 
prizes, as well as many 
others who helped make 
the events successful:  
Advance Auto Parts of 
Martin, Dairy Queen 
of Martin, Jenny Wiley 
Florist, Ace Hardware, 
El Azul, Martha’s Pizza, 
Hi-Lite’s Pizza, Walmart 
of Prestonsburg, Jenny 
Wiley Theater, McDon-
ald’s of Martin, Peking, 

Martin Fire Depart-
ment, Betsy Layne Fire 
Department, Kentucky 
State Police, First Com-
monwealth Bank, Turn-
ing Point, Carl Perkins 
Job Corps, Passport, Big 
Sandy Health Care, U.K. 
Extension Offi ce-Floyd 
County , McDowell ARH, 
Floyd County Health 
Department, Big Sandy 
Community and Tech-
nical College, Mountain 
Comprehensive Care, 
Saint Joseph’s of Martin, 
and those who made in-
dividual donations. 

Thank you for your 
support.

Dana Linn,
Langley

GUEST COLUMN:
Guest column: General 

aviation vital to Kentucky

See VITAL, Page 9A



BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

Settling into her new 
role as Prestonsburg Tour-
ism director, Samantha 
West suggested this week 
that the agency may be 
having fi nancial problems. 

During a special 
meeting on June 12, the 
commission spent sever-
al minutes discussing fi -
nancial issues caused by 
what West said appears 
to be an overpayment on 
grants. 

West said, “I can pret-
ty much tell that it’s likely 
that we’ve overpaid on our 
grants from our budget of 
last year, and that’s kind of 
where we are right now, 
so we should be cautious 
of it, moving forward ... 
They’ve started working 
with us on it, so that’s bet-
ter, but it’s going to be an 
uphill battle until we catch 
up on those.” 

The commission bud-

geted $55,000 in grants for 
this fi scal year, which ends 
June 30, but it appears to 
not have enough funding 
to pay all of the pending 
grants at this time.  

West said the Pres-
tonsburg has agreed to 
allow the commission to 
move a $10,000 grant ap-
proved this fi scal year for 
the repairs at Jenny Wiley 
Theater into the upcoming 
fi scal year to “allow a little 
wiggle room and allow us 
to take care of others.” 

She said that would 
bring the grant part of the 
budget down to $45,000. 
Offi cials at the Mountain 
Arts Center have also 
agreed to move payment 
of the grant it was ap-
proved to receive this fi s-
cal year into the new fi scal 
year. 

West reported the 
commission paid off 
$5,500 on a grant to the 
Jenny Wiley Festival, 
made a $1,500 payment 

but still owes $4,700 on a 
grant approved for Stone-
crest, and still owes the 
MAC $7,500. 

“We’re working very, 
very hard on it right now, 
getting it caught up,” she 
said. 

There was no mention 
of amending the current 
fi scal year budget to ac-
count for the excess grant 
expenses or the reduction 
of grants allotted due to 
overspending. 

It is not clear whether 
the changes mentioned at 
the meeting were added 
to the next fi scal year’s 
budget, which was already 
approved by the commis-
sion and as part of the city 
of Prestonsburg’s budget. 
That budget shows expen-
ditures of $870,000 and 
lists grants at $55,000. 

When Commissioner 
Julian Slone asked how 
much carry-forward the 
commission would have 
for the new fi scal year, 
Administrative Assistant 
Brooke Lemonds said, “It’s 
going to be pretty close to 
zeroed out.” 

She noted, however, 
that fi nishing out 2017-
2018 fi scal year the com-
mission should be “pretty 
much right on hitting on 
our budget, number-wise, 
the fi nal number.” 

West said the com-
mission is not able to do 
as much as they were 

planning to do because of 
“large bills” that came in. 

“So, yes, that’s been 
probably one of my big-
gest focuses over the last 
two weeks of really jump-
ing right into it. We’ve 
made really good work 
on organizing and fi guring 
out where we actually are, 
with numbers,” she said. 

After the meeting, 
West said offi cials are still 
organizing everything “to 
see exactly where we’re 
at.” 

“I think we may have 
possibly given more 
grants (than budgeted), 
but it’s not fi nalized be-
cause there’s still a lot of 
organization that has to 
happen,” she said. 

When asked about the 
need to postpone pay-
ment of grants approved 
this fi scal year into next 
fi scal year, West talked 
about the $10,000 grant 
approved for the work on 
the theater.

“It was actually ap-
proved in 2018, so it’s one 
that could be put to 2018-
19, based on when the 
grant was given, so we’ve 
decided to put it onto next 
fi scal year so that we can 
make sure we take care 
of everyone that came a 
little bit later,” she said. 
“So, we’re going to take 
care of the ones that were 
approved, and that one’s 
able to come to the next 

fi scal year.”
When asked about 

whether the commission 
amended its current bud-
get for these changes, 
West said, “So, the way 
it was put there, I don’t 
know if the organization 
was there to completely 
approve it. So, that’s why 
to make sure that our ac-
counts from 17-18 are tak-
en care of, that’s one we 
do have the freedom to 
move into 18-19.” 

She said part of the 
transition has been “nail-
ing down what we have, 
what we still need, all of 
that.” She said taxes the 
commission receives are 
delayed by two months, 
so the fi scal year won’t be 
fi nalized until August. 

In the June 12 meet-
ing, the commission ap-
proved providing grants of 
$325 to the East Kentucky 
Science Center for a “Birds 
of Prey” exhibit on July 7, 
$1,000 to Brother’s Keep-
ers for its annual burn run 
on July 27-28, $1,000 to 
Appalachian Hospice for its 
“Moonlighting for Hospice” 
full moon 5K and pontoon 
cruise, which will be held 
Aug. 25 and $1,000 cash 
and $3,000 in-kind for 
the annual Battle of Mid-
dle Creek Reenactment 
in September. All of those 
grants, they reported, will 
be part of the 2019 fi scal 
year budget.
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Patricia Boyd
Patricia Sue Boyd, 

66, of Banner, died 
Saturday, June 16, 
2018.

A r r a n g e m e n t s 
were under the direc-
tion of Nelson-Frazier 
Funeral Home of Mar-
tin.

Prestonsburg partnership discussed
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER

The Prestonsburg Tourism Com-
mission is considering a partnership 
with Prestonsburg and entities that 
receive proceeds from the city’s 
restaurant tax to improve marketing.

During a special meeting on 
June 18, Prestonsburg Tourism Di-
rector Samantha West suggested 
the possibility of ending the agen-
cy’s relationship with a Mt. Sterling 
company, Print & Pixel, that handles 
social media posts and other promo-
tions. 

“Since August for Print & Pixel, 
we have spent $35,983 with this con-
tract since August 2017,” she said. “I 
feel that we could do more with that 
amount of money that will be coming 
from it. We can do more local and 
we have the talent, the education 
and the training here now that would 
support it.”

She said the commission should 
continue its digital advertising push 
with someone who specializes in it. 
She noted, however, “I don’t think it 
covers all of the bases that should be 
covered for that amount of money, in 
my personal opinion. And you guys 
can make that decision, but in my 
personal opinion, I don’t think that 
it covers everything that I think that 
others could, locally and have exper-
tise in it.” 

West said the commission has 
several options, including rehiring 
Print & Pixel or hiring an individual 
whose job centers on the agency’s 
digital marketing. She pointed out a 
general job description for a brand-
ing specialist. 

“The city also needs somebody 
that can take care of the electronic 
stuff, the website, Facebook, social 
media, as does the Mountain Arts 
Center,” Mayor Les Stapleton said. 
“I think this is an opportunity for all 
three groups to work together to 
come up with a position that’s just 
basically going to be a resource for 
all three of us, to be able to access 
and get the information.”

He said this person would cre-
ate posters, promote events and 
concerts, record promotional videos, 
and do other things for each of these 

agencies, pointing out that he or she 
would be dedicated to the online 
presence of the agencies. He said 
the city and the MAC would agree to 
partner to fund the position. 

The question of who would su-
pervise that employee, however, 
raised concerns. 

West said the best thing to come 
from the Print & Pixel relations is “a 
singular Prestonsburg brand,” and 
noted the need to continue that di-
rection. 

Commissioner Cliff Latta praised 
Print & Pixel’s work, but pointed out 
the need to hire locally. He asked, if a 
position is created, who that employ-
ee would report to.

Shelly Crisp, assistant director of 
the MAC, said, “In the meetings that 
we have sat in, it will be a city-cre-
ated position, and of course, the 
Mountain Arts Center will pay some 
of the salary, tourism will cover some 
of the salary, and then the city will 
cover the benefi ts. But they would 
report to Samantha or Joe (Camp-
bell) or Clayton (Case), whoever 
would be our direct person, as far as 
our side goes.” 

She said if it’s a city’s employee, 
they would report to the mayor.

Latta said those things “need to 
be ironed out.” 

“That’s my whole problem with 
it,” Commissioner Julian Slone said. 
“I mean, you’re not going to take 
$36,000 and fi nd somebody that’s 
good to do this. They ain’t even go-
ing to touch it.”

Commissioner Rocky Rowe said 
in a joint effort, offi cials could offer a 
higher salary and the city could offer 
a benefi ts package.

“We don’t have a problem at all 
with picking that up,” Stapleton said.

West said there are different op-
tions, including bringing in an individ-
ual or a team who would not require 
a larger salary or a benefi ts package, 
talking about local companies that 
do that type of work.

“As far as reporting, they re-
ally don’t have anybody to report 
to,” Stapleton said. “Their job is if 
Sam takes them something, fi x it. If 
somebody from the city takes them 
something-”

He was interrupted by Latta, 
who asked who would fi re this em-

ployee if he or she didn’t do the work.
Latta said he likes the concept 

and he and others pointed out it’s a 
“great idea.” 

“In my lifetime, in whatever I’ve 
worked, I’ve never seen any posi-
tion that worked fully effi ciently with 
no real designated boss or multiple 
bosses,” Latta said. “That’s just my 
own opinion. I love the idea…I think 
there’s a lot of details that have to be 
worked out.”

Crisp said she believes appoint-
ing a supervisor for this employee 
would be easy. Slone voiced several 
concerns.

Slone said he didn’t understand 
how the agency would fund a posi-
tion when promotion is tourism job. 
West said, however, that each agen-
cy is still doing its own social media 
work and other types of marketing. 
Stapleton talked about the need for 
“better quality.” He asked if the com-
mission can afford to carry the posi-
tion on its own. 

Rowe asked about the Print & 
Pixel contract, which ends in July.

“There’s already been another 
contract signed, if it’s my under-
standing, but, looking at it, we think 
we can break it,” West said. 

Lemonds said former director 
Mitchell Pearson signed the contract 
after he submitted his resignation, 
saying she doesn’t believe he had 
the authority to do so.  Slone said, 
however, that the commission gave 
him that authority.

He said he doesn’t want the 
commission to lose the investment 
it has already placed in Print & Pix-
el, saying “the smartest way is not 
to throw away what we’ve already 
spent.” 

“These things that they have de-
signed for us is what’s getting us no-
ticed out there. These posts they’re 
doing is what’s getting us noticed out 
there,” he said. “So, if we’re going 
away from them, I’m good with that, 
but if we take and throw away this 
$60 or $100,000 we’ve been spend-
ing for the last three years or what-
ever, just completely drop it…I think 
that’s wrong.” 

Latta said the commission has 
not formally approached Print & Pixel 
about the issue. 

“They may offer a different solu-

tion,” he said. 
Rowe said if the commission 

does not make a decision before it 
starts paying on the new contract, it 
will be “locked in” for a year.

“We don’t even know if we can 
get out of next year right now,” Gard-
ner said. 

After the meeting, West could 
not confi rm whether the commission 
sought bids to hire the company. 
State law requires bids to be sought 
for vendors who receive more than 
$20,000 per year, but exceptions are 
made for some services. 

The matter was tabled. 
Commission members Rick 

Hughes, Tim Branham and Jim Ou-
sley were absent from the meeting.

During the meeting, the com-
mission also: 

• Discussed an increase in tour 
bus groups, with West reporting that 
four tours had come through the 
city by this time last year and by this 
weekend, Prestonsburg Tourism will 
have hosted 10 tour groups. West 
talked about partnering with local 
businesses for small gifts and/or 
coupons that could be given away to 
tour guests. 

• Approved fi nancial report and 
bills, which included restaurant tax 
payments of $84,500 to the MAC, 
Prestonsburg Parks Commission, 
Prestonsburg Tourism and Stone 
Crest. 

• Discussed the opening of the 
Billie Jean Osborne Kentucky Opry 
at the Mountain Arts Center and the 
Jenny Wiley Theatre’s opening play 
at the amphitheater, with visitors 
and commissioners praising each for 
those shows. Tourism commissioner 
Julian Slone, the manager at Jenny 
Wiley State Resort Park, praised the 
play and the city for making repairs 
to the amphitheater, saying it brings 
visitors to the park. Steve Russo, 
East Kentucky Science Center direc-
tor and Mountain Arts Center board 
member and volunteer said about 
the opry, “Every year I say it’s the 
best one I’ve ever seen, but I think 
the group of people we’ve got up 
there just keep raising their own bar 
to make it better every year.”

P’burg tourism discusses financial issues



Floyd County Chronicle & Times •Weekend Edition, June 22 - 24, 2018 • Page 7A

P’burg annexations, vacant property 
registration order finalized

BY MARY MEADOWS 
STAFF WRITER

The city limits of 
Prestonsburg grew and 
owners of vacant fore-
closed properties will 
now pay more, follow-
ing actions taken by the 
Prestonsburg City Coun-
cil this week.

During a June 18 
meeting, the city council 
voted unanimously to ap-
prove four ordinances—
one declaring the city’s 
intent to annex proper-
ty, two fi nally annexing 
property and one that 
requires the creditors or 
owners of vacant proper-
ties to register them with 
the city. 

The council approved 
the second reading of an 
ordinance securing its 
intent to annex property 
stretching from South US 

23 at Watergap to North 
US 23 at the Town Branch 
intersection into the city 
limits. This process will 
proceed in future meet-
ings with the adoption 
of an ordinance to fi nally 
annex that property. 

The council also ap-
proved ordinances fi nally 
annexing the right-of-
way along Rt. 302, which 
stretches from the lake 
intersection to just past 
Brandy Keg, and the 
right-of-way of Rt. 321, 
which stretches from the 
city sewer plant to Bays 
Branch near the hospital 
intersection. 

These annexations 
take in the roadway only, 
and residents who live 
alongside them may vol-
untarily request annex-
ation.

The city’s ordinances 
securing the intent to an-

nex properties along Rt. 
302 and Rt. 321 were ap-
proved in 2014 and they 
were not fi nalized, offi -
cials said.  First readings 
of these ordinances were 
held last month. 

Answering a ques-
tion from Council Mem-
ber Harry Adams, Mayor 
Les Stapleton said these 
annexations come as the 
city works to close gaps 
left by sporadic annex-
ations in the past. He 
previously reported that 
some areas of the city 
have been annexed in 
such a way that unin-
corporated “holes” are 
surrounded by annexed 
areas.

The vacant proper-
ty ordinance, which was 
also unanimously ap-
proved during this meet-
ing, defi nes vacant or 
abandoned property as 

having no legal resident 
or tenant, citing over-
grown grass, the lack of 
window coverings, dis-
connected utilities and 
other issues as things 
that would lead a reason-
able person to believe 
the property is vacant.

This ordinance estab-
lishes a vacant and aban-
doned residential proper-
ty registration program 
for properties in foreclo-
sure “as a mechanism to 
protect neighborhoods 
from becoming blighted 
through the lack of ade-
quate maintenance and 
security.” It only impacts 
residential homes pend-
ing or in foreclosure. 

It notes that the pres-
ence of vacant residential 
property in foreclosure 
may depreciate property 
values in neighborhoods 
and that the lack of prop-

erty registration on these 
properties hampers code 
enforcement offi cials in 
enforcing building and 
nuisance codes. 

The ordinance re-
quires creditors or own-
ers to inspect properties 
that face foreclosure to 
determine whether they 
are vacant prior to fi ling 
a foreclosure complaint 
in court, and, if the prop-
erty is vacant, to register 

that property with the 
city’s code enforcement 
offi cer within 10 days. 
The registration fee is 
$150 annually. Any own-
er or creditor — including 
companies that own fore-
closed properties —  that 
fails to register vacant 
residential foreclosed 
property is subject to a 
fi ne of $100 per day.

Community calendar
• June 22; 7 p.m.: 

Front Porch Pickin’, free 
admission, Mountain Arts 
Center

• June 23; 8:30 a.m.: 
Levisa Fork Paddlefest, 
River Park, behind Billy 
Ray’s Restaurant. (606) 
886-1341

• June 23; 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m.: Floyd County Farm-
er’s Market open, 713 
South Lake Drive. Floyd 
County Health Depart-
ment offi cials will is pro-
viding information, con-
ducting a survey about 
local food and food ac-
cess.

• June 23; 7:30 p.m.: 
Billie Jean Osborne Ken-
tucky Opry’s summer 
season, Mountain Arts 
Center. macarts.com

• June 23; 7 p.m.: 
80’s Blackout Dance, 
Prestonsburg library. 
(606) 886-2981 

• June 25; 2:30 p.m.: 
Pet Rocks, Prestonsburg 
library. (606) 886-2981

• June 25, 5 p.m.: 
Southern Water meets, 
Southern offi ces, Mc-
Dowell. 

• June 26, 11:30 a.m.: 
Big Sandy Area Develop-
ment District meets, Big 
Sandy ADD offi ce. (606) 
886-2374. 

• June 26; 2 p.m.: 
Kentucky Historical So-
ciety presents Bluegrass 
music, a Kentucky tra-
dition, Eastern library. 
(606) 377-2860

• June 26; 5 p.m.: 

Kentucky Historical So-
ciety presents Bluegrass 
music, a Kentucky tra-
dition, Prestonsburg li-
brary. (606) 886-2981

• June 26; 5:30 p.m.: 
The I Quilt (IQ) group for 
beginning quilters meets, 
Floyd County Extension 
Offi ce. (606) 886-2668

• June 26; 6 p.m.: 
Martin City Council 
meets, city hall. 

• June 27; 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m.: Drop-In for Sci-
ence, East Kentucky Sci-
ence Center. (606) 886-
7398

• June 27; 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.: The Women 
of the Bible Quilt Group 
meets, Floyd County Ex-
tension Offi ce. (606) 886-
2668

• June 28; 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.: East Kentucky 
Science Center hosts 
Itty Bitty Nano Science 
camp, open to kids in 
2nd and 3rd grades. $25 
for members and $30 for 
non-members. Registra-
tion needed. Lunch pro-
vided. (606) 886-7398

• June 28; 5 p.m.: 
Highlands Health to host 
Diabetes Support group 
in meeting rooms A & B. 
(606) 886-7490

• June 28, 5 p.m.: 
Floyd County Tourism 
meets, county court-
house. (606) 886-9193

• June 29; 2 p.m.: 
Eastern library hosts 
“grand fi nale” for sum-
mer reading program. 

(606) 377-2860
• June 29; 7:30 p.m.: 

Exile in concert, Moun-
tain Arts Center. macarts.
com

• June 30; 7:30 p.m.: 
Billie Jean Osborne Ken-
tucky Opry’s summer 
season, Mountain Arts 
Center. macarts.com

• Through August: 
Floyd County Health De-
partment is scheduling 
appointments for its free 
dental clinic, hosted at 
the department by Big 
Sandy Health Care and 
the Mud Creek Clinic on 
Aug. 6-10. (606) 886-
2788

• Every Friday, 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.: Jenny Wiley 
State Resort Park hosts 
“Fridays after Five” with 
music starting at 6 p.m. 
on the patio at the May 
lodge. 

• East Kentucky Sci-
ence Center is open from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday 
through Friday, and from 
12 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sat-
urdays, with laser shows 
at p.m. and 3:15 p.m. on 
weekdays and at 12:30 
p.m., 2 p.m. and 3:15 
p.m. on Saturdays. (606) 
889-8260 

• Carl D. Perkins Job 
Corps Center Job Corps 
Center in Prestonsburg, 
offers free certifi ca-
tion training programs 
through Big Sandy Com-
munity & Technical Col-
lege in welding, diesel, 
auto tech/collision repair, 

certifi ed nurse aid, phar-
macy tech and phleboto-
my. 606-433-2265 or wil-
son.jimmie@jobcorps.org

• Through August: 
The Floyd County Area 
Technology Center, Mar-
tin, is offering continu-
ing education courses in 
HVAC Master and Jour-
neyman, as well as Mas-
ter Electrician and elec-
trical contractor. (606) 
285-3088.
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on Ky. 302/Watergap 
Road near Wilson Equip-
ment.

A caller, Frasure 
wrote in the citation, 
stopped and checked on 
the children, then agreed 
to stay with them until 
an offi cer arrived. Floyd 
County Sheriff’s Lt. Teel 
arrived on scene, Frasure 
wrote, and contacted the 
children, the caller and 
the person in charge of 
the children, Melodie Pat-
ton, 42, of Ashlay Lane, 
Allen. 

Melodie Patton, the 
citation said, told police 
that she was watching 
the children while their 
mother was at work and 
that this was the second 
time the children had 

“done this on her watch.” 
Melodie Patton said she 
had fallen asleep both 
times this had happened. 

The children, the ci-
tation said, claimed they 
were walking to their 
mother’s place of work.

Melodie Patton was 
arrested on a charge of 
endangering the welfare 
of a minor and lodged in 
the Floyd County Deten-
tion Center. Documents 
show she was later re-
leased on a surety bond.

Another arrest also 
stemmed from an inci-
dent June 11, court doc-
uments show, and result-
ed in the arrest of Benji 
Samons, 30, and Steph-
anie Damron, 30, of Ivy 
Creek Apartments, Ivel.

According to the ar-
rest citation, the Floyd 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
responded to the Ivy 

Creek Apartments in ref-
erence to a complaint 
of a child, identifi ed as 
Damron’s son, showing 
up at an apartment with-
out an adult. The citation 
said offi cers contacted 
the resident to whose 
door the child had come 
and she reported the 
fi ve-year-old child had 
showed up at her apart-
ment at approximately 
8:45 p.m.

Offi cers, the citation 
said, spoke with Samons 
and Damron, who told 
them the child had been 
at a different apartment, 
but the residents there 
said the child had not 
been over at their apart-
ment that evening. Dam-
ron, court documents 
said, was found to be un-
der the infl uence of Su-
boxone and gabapentin. 
The arrest citation said 

this was the second situ-
ation in a week involving 
the child in which law en-
forcement was contact-
ed.

Samons was arrested 
on a charge of endanger-
ing the welfare of a minor 
and lodged in the Floyd 
County Detention center, 
from which he was later 
released after posting a 
surety bond, court doc-
uments show. Damron 
was arrested on a charge 
of second-degree wan-
ton endangerment and 
ordered held on a $2,500 
partially-secured bond.

Two other Floyd 
County residents were 
arrested June 15 af-
ter Floyd County Sher-
iff’s Deputy O. Little re-
sponded to a call from 
child services workers 
who reported they had 
encountered a strong 

smell of marijuana at the 
residence of Kimberly 
Lashae Patton, 19, and 
Thomas J. Salisbury, 20, 
at Estill. The workers, the 
citation said, also said a 
two-year-old child was 
present in the residence.

Little wrote that, upon 
his arrival, Salisbury and 
Salisbury’s live-in girl-
friend, Kimberly Patton, 
were standing outside 
the residence. The cita-
tion said Little performed 
fi eld sobriety tests, to 
which both Salisbury and 
Patton showed signs of 
being under the infl uence 
of drugs.

The offi cer wrote 
they both stated they 
had smoked marijuana 
two hours before child 
services arrived. 

Little wrote that he 
entered the residence, 
the citation said, and en-

countered a strong smell 
of marijuana. The dep-
uty wrote he also found 
a marijuana bong and a 
meth pipe, as well as sev-
eral small baggies with 
residue which appeared 
to be methamphetamine 
lying next to the child’s 
crayons. In addition, Lit-
tle wrote, he found three 
other meth pipes in the 
child’s crayon box.

Both were arrested 
on charges of second-de-
gree wanton endan-
germent, possession of 
drug paraphernalia and 
public intoxication, the 
citation said, while the 
child was placed in the 
care of a family member. 
Both were released from 
the Floyd County Deten-
tion Center after posting 
surety bonds.

CHARGED
Continued From Page 1A

company which had re-
ceived the loan. Hall 
mentioned that he had 
been instructed by the 
court to fi le a lawsuit 
against the company, but 
had not taken the action 
and needed guidance 
from the court.

“We have a pending 
lawsuit that I’ve been 
ordered to fi le ... we’ll 
discuss that in execu-
tive session,” Hall said. 
“There’s been some ac-
tion in that case, there’s 
been some payments 
made. I do need a mo-

tion from the court on 
whether to not fi le that 
action. If you choose for 
me not to, I need a for-
mal vote by the court.”

Pike Deputy 
Judge-Executive Herbie 
Deskins asked Hall if he 
was referring to RCC Big 
Shoal.

“Right now, I’m under 
an order from you all to 
do that,” he said. “I need 
something to stop me 
from doing that.”

“I think that would be 
proper, to clear up the 
situation,” Deskins said. 
“We’re receiving pay-
ments from Big Shoal.”

Deskins, who told the 
News-Express in an earli-

er interview that he rep-
resented RCC Big Shoal 
as an attorney for one 
day, said he has a letter 
from the company set-
ting forth payment plans 
and that he believes it 
would be proper for the 
fi scal court to hold off on 
further action until or un-
less the company fails to 
make the scheduled pay-
ments.

Dist. 6 Magistrate 
Bobby Varney made the 
motion to hold off on 
legal action unless the 
company fails to make 
payments.

“If they break their 
agreement, then we will 
pursue the lawsuit,” he 

said.
The company an-

nounced recently that it 
had found a funder, Y2X 
Infrastructure, and would 
be going ahead with con-
struction of a $325 million 
facility in Floyd County.

According to a let-
ter from RCC Big Shoal 
which was referenced by 
Deskins at the meeting, a 
copy of which was provid-
ed to the News-Express 
by Deskins, the company 
wrote last month that it 
would be making full re-
payment of the $400,000 
loan initially received 
from the county, with ac-
crued interest.

The schedule laid out 

in the letter, however, 
only provides for half of 
the loan, $200,000, to be 
paid back by October 30.

“The remaining prin-
cipal balance and ac-
crued interest due will 
be repaid at construction 
fi nancial close, expected 
to be later in 2018 or ear-
ly 2019,” RCC Big Shoal 
President and CEO David 
L. Farmer wrote in the 
letter.

Farmer also wrote 
that Y2X is in the pro-
cess of fi nalizing the ini-
tial fundraising effort and 
that effort is expected to 
be completed this month.

“While the process 
took longer than expect-

ed, as a show of com-
mitment to the project, 
the principals of Y2XI are 
willing to personally fund 
a good faith payment 
schedule to the court 
until such time as the 
funding raise has closed, 
at which time the project 
will take over payments,” 
Farmer wrote.

The project has been 
a point of controver-
sy since the announced 
move to Floyd County, 
particularly after years of 
inaction since the initial 
loan was granted by the 
administration of former 
Judge-Executive Wayne 
T. Rutherford.

LAWSUIT
Continued From Page 1A

Prestonsburg projects moving forward
BY MARY MEADOWS 

STAFF WRITER

Offi cials report that Pres-
tonsburg is moving forward 
with several projects that 
would protect residents and 
provide new amenities. 

During a June 18 meeting, 
Mayor Les Stapleton reported 
that the plan to reopen the 
swimming pool at Dewey Lake 
is moving forward. His com-
ments came as the city council 
welcomed David Freeland, who 
works for the US Army Corps of 
Engineers there. Stapleton said 
Freeland has “had his hands 
full” dealing with that city proj-
ect since he started working 
with the Corps last fall. The 
city is working to lease prop-
erty in the swimming pool area 
to convert it into a beach, and 
there are also plans to install 
zip lines and other amenities 
there. 

“He has worked feverishly 
with us and we’ve had some 
setbacks due to government 
bureaucracy, and I will say it 
has not come from the Corps 
of Engineers,” Stapleton said. 
“They’ve been wonderful to 
work with. They’ve got things 
out quickly. They’ve got things 
out effectively, and they’ve got 
it back in our hands. We ran 
into stalls in Frankfort ... but I 
think those stalls in Frankfort 
has been opened up for us.” 

After the meeting, the city 

reported on social media that 
bid packages are forthcom-
ing for the pool, which will be 
“open as soon as possible.” 
It also reported that funding 
is being sought for the zipline 
project, and the beach area 
work will take place after the 
lake is lowered to its winter 
pool level. The statement said 
the paperwork needed for that 
project was “held up due to a 
misunderstanding” of the city’s 
plans, but the issue has since 
been worked out. 

Cliff Latta, a Prestonsburg 
Tourism Commission member 
who works for Vaugh & Melton, 
provided an update on several 
other projects his company is 
planning with the city. 

Latta reported that a fl ood 
reduction project on Trimble 
Branch will “go out to bid very 
soon,” and a fl ood project on 
Mays Branch is in the engineer-
ing and design phase. He said 
some changes have been pro-
posed and will be addressed 
soon.

Latta said the city’s rails-to-
trail project — the construction 
of more than 11 miles of trail 
between West Prestonsburg 
and David — is “moving along 
really well.” 

He said the environmental 
studies on that project have 
been submitted to the federal 
government.

“I don’t anticipate any en-
vironmental problems whatso-

ever,” he said. “And so, it’s just 
a matter of jumping through 
a few hoops, once you get 
permission, to really kick that 
thing into high gear.”  

US Representative Harold 
“Hal” Rogers announced in Au-
gust 2017 that Prestonsburg 
was given preliminary approval 
for a $1.95 million grant for the 
trail project from the Kentucky 
Energy and Environment Cab-
inet’s Division of Abandoned 
Mine Lands as part of a feder-
al pilot Abandoned Mine Land 
program to spur economic 
development in Eastern Ken-
tucky.  

John A. Murra, director of 
communications with the Ken-
tucky Energy and Environment 
Cabinet reported on Tuesday 
that fi nal approval is still pend-
ing on this grant. The fi nal au-
thorization to proceed has not 
been requested, he said, as 
the completed design has not 
yet been submitted.    

These are just some of the 
projects that Prestonsburg has 
on its to-do list. 

The city is also planning a 
community center as well as 
others projects.     

Latta reported that he and 
Stapleton have been doing a 
lot of work “behind the scenes” 
on the restoration of the city’s 
offi cial emblem, the West Pres-
tonsburg Bridge—a historic 
structure that spans across the 
Levisa Fork in Prestonsburg 

that is closed. 
Latta said a “timing issue” 

with this project will be arising 
soon.

During the meeting, the 
council also:

• Took no action following 
a closed session discussion, 
citing KRS.61.810 (B) —  to dis-
cuss the future acquisition or 
sale or property only if public-
ity would likely affect the val-
ue of property to be bought or 
sold.

• Paid $42,000 in bills.
• Approved buying insur-

ance from Maverick Insurance, 
reporting that the policies cost 
$270,566 — about fi ve percent 
more than the current policy. 
Doug Hyden of Maverick Insur-
ance reported that the city’s 
workers compensation premi-
ums increased by nine percent, 
but reductions in other areas 
of the policy brought the city’s 
overall increase to fi ve percent. 
Citing claims, he suggested the 
city initiate loss prevention or 
other programs that could re-
duce costs in the future. 

• Approved two resolu-
tions, seeking funding to pur-
chase new police cars. Police 
Chief Larry Woods reported 
that the city’s vehicle main-
tenance costs were between 
$3,000 and $4,000 month-
ly but has been reduced to 
$1,100 recently, following the 
addition of new vehicles. Sta-
pleton reported that the grants 

would fund 45 percent of a ve-
hicle’s cost.

• Approved a resolution 
related to the city’s receipt of 
municipal road aid. The city 
has received about $66,000 
this fi scal year in municipal 
road aid through a coop it has 
with the Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet. Stapleton report-
ed that the Kentucky League of 
Cities is working to change dis-
bursements for road aid —gas 
tax revenues that are divided 
up via a formula that has not 
been changed since 1948—so 
that allotments are more eq-
uitable for cities and counties. 
Last fall, the KLC reported on-
line that cities receive about 
15.4 percent of road fund 
money, while counties collect 
about 84.6 percent. Kentucky’s 
highest year of revenues from 
the gas tax was 2014. That 
fi scal year, Prestonsburg re-
ceived about $80,000 in road 
aid. The year prior, the city re-
ceived more than $90,000. The 
KLC believes the funds should 
be more equitably dispersed 
because it says, among other 
things, that cities are growing 
faster than counties. 

• Stapleton commended 
Steve Russo, director of the 
East Kentucky Science Cen-
ter, for creating a community 
events listing page, “Rocketing 
around the Star City” public 
group on Facebook.
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next year. 
Last June’s deci-

sion to accept only the 
cheapest and best bid 
for most of these items 
came from recommen-
dations in county fi nan-
cial audits. In 2015, Artie 
White of White & Associ-
ates called the county’s 
blanket-acceptance of all 
bids and other fi ndings 
“signifi cant defi ciencies.” 
That audit of the 2013-
2014 fi scal year said 
the county’s procedure 
“seems to satisfy bidding 
requirements, but misses 
the point of the statute.” 
In the 2012 fi scal year, 
the fi scal court ’s practice 
of accepting all bids in-
creased the cost of one 
project from $99,000 to 
$197,000, one auditor 
pointed out.

On June 15, the fi s-
cal court unanimously 
approved accepting all 
three bids received for 
the placement of asphalt, 
although two companies 
submit ted bids that were 
$7.25 higher, per ton, 
than the cheapest bidder.

With this vote, the 
fi scal court agreed to 
pay Mountain Enterpris-
es $12.75 per ton to lay 
asphalt, $20.75 per ton 
for patching and $3.60, 
minimum, per ton, to 
haul. They also agreed 
to pay Highlands Paving 
and Mike’s Sealing and 
Striping $20 per ton to 
lay asphalt, $20 per ton 
to patch asphalt and 20 
cents per ton per mile to 

haul it. 
Last year, all of these 

companies submit ted 
bids, but the fi scal court 
selected Mountain Enter-
prises, the lowest bidder 
in this category. 

This year’s bid award 
for gravel was the same 
as last year’s bid award, 
with Mountain Aggre-
gates, an affi liate of 
Mountain Enterprises, 
winning the bid for grav-
el delivered and both of 
those companies get ting 
the winning bid for grav-
el picked up at the plant 
— although one is much 
cheaper than the other. 

The fi scal court voted 
3-1 on the bid for grav-
el picked up at the plant, 
with Magistrate Randy 
Davis opposing. Moun-
tain Enterprises submit-
ted a bid of $30 per ton 
for all types of limestone 
gravel, as well as about 
$38 for sand and $7 for 
scrap. Mountain Aggre-
gates submit ted a bid 
with prices ranging from 
$13 to $15.50 per ton for 
the pick-up of gravel. 

A county offi cial re-
ported after the meet-
ing that the county gets 
small loads of gravel 
from Mountain Enter-
prises, the more expen-
sive bidder, because it is 
more expensive to drive 
to Jenkins for small loads 
at Mountain Aggregates, 
an affi liate company. 

I f more than 10 tons 
of gravel is needed, the 
county gets that gravel 
from Mountain Aggre-
gates, the offi cial said. 
That statement, how-

ever, is contrary to this 
month’s bill list. 

In this month’s bill 
list, the fi scal court paid 
for 49 separate gravel 
purchases that totaled 
$14,000. Three of them 
were paid to Mountain 
Aggregates, and each 
were over 10 tons. One 
was to Blackstorm Ener-
gy, which didn’t submit a 
bid last year, and it was 
75 tons. And 37 of those 
purchases for more than 
10 tons of gravel went to 
Mountain Enterprises. 

Last year, the fi scal 
court approved buying 
pipes from the highest 
bidder, Grayco Rentals, 
a Floyd County compa-
ny registered with the 
state by Roland Gray of 
Prestonsburg. At the time 
Davis said the vote came 
because Grayco was the 
only Floyd County com-
pany submit ting bids. 

That wasn’t the case 
this year, as two Floyd 
County companies — 
Grayco and Drains Unlim-
ited, which is registered 
with the state by Henriet-
ta Pennington — submit-
ted bids alongside a Pike 
County company, Hun-
tington Steel in the pipe 
category. Fiscal court 
members approved Gray-
co’s bid, even though it 
was more expensive than 
Drains Unlimited.

After bids were pre-
sented, Magistrate John 
Goble said Grayco’s bid 
appears to be the cheap-
est and best bid. But that 
was not the case, accord-
ing to a review of the bids 
submit ted. 

Only two companies, 
Grayco and Drains Un-
limited, submit ted bids 
for metal pipes, the kind 
of pipes Judge Executive 
Ben Hale said the county 
no longer wants to use 
because they don’t last 
as long as double-wall 
plastic pipes. 

Grayco’s metal drain 
pipe bid was $90 per 
ft. and $188 per ft. for 
the connecting band. 
Drains Unlimited priced 
the same size metal pipe 
for about $74 per ft. and 
$147 for the connecting 
band--a price that is $16 
less per ft. and $41 less 
for the connecting band 
than Grayco. 

Grayco’s bid was ap-
proved, 3-1, with Magis-
trate Ronnie Akers op-
posing the vote. 

In that same vote, the 
fi scal court also awarded 
Grayco the bid for dou-
ble-wall plastic pipe — 
the kind of pipe that is 
currently used most in 
Floyd County. 

Drains Unlimited sub-
mit ted the lowest of all 
three bids submit ted for 
this pipe — with prices 
ranging from $4.95 per 
ft. to $74 per ft. Grayco’s 
bid ranged in price from 
$5.64 per ft. to $86.67 
per ft. Huntington Steel 
submit ted the highest 
bid in this category, with 
prices ranging from $6.45 
per ft. to $87.45 per ft. 

During this discus-
sion, Akers and Goble, 
who made the motion 
to accept Grayco’s more 
expensive bid, suggested 
accepting all bids in this 

category. 
Akers said, “But we’ve 

got to accept them all be-
cause there’s instances 
where one of them ain’t 
got it and you have to go 
to another one to get it.”

County At torney 
Keith Bartley, however, 
reminded fi scal court 
members about prior 
county fi nancial audits in 
which state auditors said 
approving all bids is “ in-
appropriate.” 

He pointed out that if 
the winning bidder does 
not have the pipe need-
ed, county offi cials may 
get that pipe from anoth-
er business. 

“I f you accept a bid 
today from one company 
and six months from now 
you needed an item that 
that company doesn’t 
have, there’s no problem 
going somewhere else 
and buying it. None what-
soever,” Bartley said. “I f 
they don’t have it, they 
don’t have it. You’re not 
bound by that bid.” 

Goble made the mo-
tion to award the bid to 
Grayco, but the discus-
sion continued for sever-
al minutes. 

Akers repeatedly 
asked if Grayco is the 
cheapest bidder, and 
Hale took a few moments 
to evaluate all bids. He 
then reported that Drains 
Unlimited is cheaper than 
all bidders.

Goble said that bid 
didn’t include cost of the 
connecting band, and 
Hale corrected him, tell-
ing him it did.

“Well, I  vote to accept 

them all,”  Goble said.
“You can’t,”  County 

Treasurer David Layne 
told him.

“Well, I  can. I  just 
did. That ’s the way we’ve 
done it for 100 years,” 
Goble said.

“You will be writ ten 
up on it,”  Hale said. 

Akers made a motion 
to award the bid to the 
cheapest, which would 
have been Huntington 
Steel, but Goble’s mo-
tion to award the bid to 
Grayco had not yet been 
voted on. 

Upon a second from 
Davis, the vote to award 
the bid to Grayco passed, 
3-1.

“I  want to get it at the 
cheapest place. That ’s 
the purpose of bidding,” 
said Akers, explaining his 
vote against the mea-
sure. “We’re only wasting 
our time here if we’re not 
going to get them at the 
cheapest place.”

Hale suggested it 
“wouldn’t make a dif-
ference,” reporting the 
county doesn’t spend 
$20,000 annually per 
vendor for pipe.  

Davis suggested that 
Akers could get pipe for 
his district from Hun-
tington Steel because 
of costs associated with 
travel. Hale corrected 
him, however. 

“I t ’s usually not 
something that we can 
plan on,” he said. “I t ’s 
usually a culvert that has 
collapsed and the school 
buses can’t run. I  mean, 
that ’s just the way it is on 
those type of items.”

BIDS
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Toyota product ion 
system, is a lean pro-
duce-as-needed system 
designed to reduce the 
amount of t ime a prod-
uct sits before being 
sold. General aviat ion 

was there to support 
the plant with planes 
fl ying into the George-
town Scot t  County Re-
gional Airport  and Blue 
Grass Airport  to deliver 
necessary component 
parts and ensure that 
the plant maintained its 
product ion schedule. 
Were it  not for gener-

al aviat ion, it ’s hard to 
say what would happen 
but it  certainly wouldn’t 
have been good.

Between the eco-
nomic benefi ts and the 
public services provid-
ed, it ’s clear general avi-
at ion and local airports 
play an important role 
in both growing busi-

ness and saving lives 
across our common-
wealth. This lifeline is 
an economic driver, al-
lows farms to protect 
their crops, survey their 
land, and increase their 
food product ion. The 
services that general 
aviat ion provides every 
day are an important re-

minder that our support 
is vital to the prosperit y 
of communit ies across 
the country. Kentucky 
Gov. Mat t  Bevin calls 
the state’s general avi-
at ion airports the front 
door to their communi-
t ies and a vital link to 
economic development.

Robert  Riggs is the 

Kentucky Aviat ion As-

sociat ion Legislat ive 

Commit tee chairman, 

a commissioner for the 

Kentucky Airport  Zoning 

Commission, and vice 

chair of the Aviat ion Mu-

seum of Kentucky.
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 ”When peace, like a 
river, attendeth my way, /  
When sorrows like sea bil-
lows roll;  /  Whatever my 
lot, Thou hast taught me 
to say, /  I t is well, it is well 
with my soul.”
 “ I t Is Well with My 
Soul” is a well-known 
hymn. Most of us have at 
least heard the chorus: “I t 
is well with my soul, /  I t is 
well, it is well with my soul.”  
Sometimes when we sing a 
familiar song, we often do 
it by memory, not giving 
much thought to the lyrics. 
However, if we stop and 
really consider this piece’s 
tit le, saying those words 
can be diffi cult. When life 
is hard, it ’s hard to say “ it 
is well with my soul” and 
actually mean it. And yet, 
the man who wrote these 
words suffered great loss.
 Horatio G. Spafford 
penned this hymn. He was 
a prosperous lawyer and a 
Presbyterian church elder. 

He lived in Chicago with his 
wife Anna and four daugh-
ters. However, beginning in 
1871, Spafford dealt with 
tragedy after tragedy. The 
events that occurred are 
recorded in the online ex-
hibition “The American Col-
ony in Jerusalem” by the 
Library of Congress.
 In 1871, Chicago was 
devastated by the great 
fi re. According to history.
com, the fi re burned for 
two days, “destroyed thou-
sands of buildings, killed an 
estimated 300 people and 
caused an estimated $200 
million in damages.” Among 
those destroyed buildings 
was real estate owned by 
Spafford. He was a senior 
partner in his law fi rm and 
had invested in real estate 
in the northern part of Chi-
cago, which was expand-
ing. His sizable investments 
were reduced to ashes.
  The exhibit documents 
the family made arrange-
ments to have an extended 
stay in Europe two years 
after the great fi re. I t was 
to benefi t his wife’s health, 
whose condition isn’t re-
vealed. The family was 
scheduled to set sail to Par-
is on the steamer Ville du 
Havre. “At the last moment 
Spafford was detained by 
real estate business, but 
Anna and the four girls” 
went on. On November 21, 

1873, the luxury steamer 
was rammed by the Lo-
chearn, a British iron sailing 
ship, in the middle of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Within 12 
minutes after being hit, the 
steamer sank. “Anna was 
picked up unconscious by 
the crew of the Lochearn, 
which itself was in danger 
of sinking.” Fortunately, an-
other ship arrived to assist 
with survivors. However, 
their four daughters, Annie, 
Maggie, Bessie, and Tanet-
ta were not included. They 
had drowned. 
 Anna landed in Cardiff, 
Wales nine days after the 
shipwreck. On December 1 
she sent a telegraph to her 
husband. I t began, “Saved 
alone. What shall I  do…” 
Anna wrote she would trav-
el onto Paris and wait for 
Spafford’s reply. 
 Upon receiving the 
message, Spafford left Chi-
cago immediately, travel-
ing to bring his wife back 
home. “On the Atlantic 
crossing, the captain of his 
ship called Horatio to his 
cabin to tell him that they 
were passing over the spot 
where his four daughters 
had perished.” Spafford 
returned to his cabin and 
penned the hymn “I t Is 
Well with My Soul” on what 
appears to be letterhead of 
the Brevoort House of Chi-
cago. 

 I t the midst of great 
tragedy, Spafford’s faith re-
mained intact. He relied on 
God. “He wrote to Rachel, 
his wife’s half-sister, ‘On 
Thursday last we passed 
over the spot where she 
went down, in mid-ocean, 
the waters three miles 
deep. But I  do not think of 
our dear ones there. They 
are safe, folded, the dear 
lambs.’”  “A fellow survivor of 
the collision, Pastor Weiss, 
recalled Anna saying, ‘God 
gave me four daughters. 
Now they have been taken 
from me. Someday I  will 
understand why.’”
 Three years after the 
tragic shipwreck, the cou-
ple welcomed a son, also 
named Horatio. However, 
he passed away in 1880 at 
the age of four.
 Horatio G. Spafford is 
a great example of faith in 
God. He suffered through 
fi nancial loss and then even 
more terrible, the loss of 
his children. And yet, in the 
midst of such horrible trag-
edies, he was actually able 
to pen the words “I t Is Well 
with My Soul.”  What a tes-
tament of faith! Both hus-
band and wife knew that 
God was in control. They 
put it all in God’s hands. 
Likewise, may we have 
such great faith, that we 
too can say “ it is well with 
my soul.”

ST. FRANCI S OF ASSI SI  CATHOLI C CHURCH
137 Bryan Street, Pikeville
Phone: 606-437-6117
Father Richard Watson
SATURDAYS

Mass - 5 p.m.
SUNDAYS

Mass – 10 a.m.

ST. JAMES’ EPI SCOPAL CHURCH
562 University Drive, Prestonsburg
Phone: 606-886-8046
The Rev. Sr. Judy Yunker, Vicar
Email:  stjamesdiolex@gmail.com
Website:  www.stjamesdiolex.org
Diocese: Lexington

ST. MARTHA CATHOLI C CHURCH
60 Martha’s Vineyard, Prestonsburg
606-874-9526
Fr. Bob Damron
SATURDAY

Services – 5 p.m.
SUNDAY

Services – 11:15 a.m.

TRI MBLE CHAPEL CHURCH
79 Trimble Chapel Square, Prestonsburg
Pastor David Bowling
SUNDAY

Sunday School – 10 a.m.
Services – 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY

Services and Youth Group – 6 p.m.

VOGEL DAY METHODI ST
US 23, Harold
Pastor Dennis Love
SUNDAY

Sunday School – 10 a.m.
Worship – 11 a.m.
Healing Service – 7 p.m. on last Sunday of month
WEDNESDAYS

Prayer Meeting & Youth Fellowhip – 6:30 p.m.
AA Meeting – 8 p.m.

CALVARY BAPTI ST CHURCH OF BETSY LAYNE
80 Pike Floyd Hollow, Betsy Layne
Phone: (606) 478-5369
Pastor Bro. Tim McClanahan
SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS

Prayer Meeting – 7 p.m.

COMMUNI TY UNI TED METHODI ST CHURCH
147 Burke Ave, Prestonsburg
Phone: 606-886-8087
Pastor John Carwell
www.cumcprestonsburg.org
SUNDAYS

Sunday School – 10 a.m.
Worship – 11 a.m
Evening Worship – 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAYS

Bible Study – 7 p.m.
Youth/Children – 7 p.m.

Local Church Directory
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BY JAMI E BECKETT

CHRONI CLE & TI MES

“I t I s Well w ith My Soul”

June album releases
Seasons
by Chris August
Genre: Pop/Rock

History’s Anthem
by Antioch Live
Genre: Praise & 
Worship

Breakthrough
by Chris McClamey
Genre: Praise & 
Worship

Son of ‘61
by Jet Trouble
Genre: Rap/Urban

The Songs You 
Leave Behind
by Jonathan Cain
Genre: Pop/Rock

Beautifully Broken
by Plumb
Genre: AC/ Inspo

Sweetness and 
Sorrow 
by Jonny Diaz
Genre: AC/ Inspo

Cinematic
by Owl City
Genre: Pop/Rock

Study
T

he discipline of study is an important part of one’s 
religious formation. Anyone who is serious about 
religion should take the time to study and think 

about the central texts and tenets of their religion. 
Study consists of several elements, the fi rst of which 
is repetition. One rarely learns anything on the fi rst 
reading, and most books 
require several readings, 
including reading with 
commentaries or other aids 
to understand what is being 
said. A second element of 
study is concentration, the 
ability to focus. One needs 
to delve deeply into the 
area of study without being 
distracted by extraneous 
matters. Trying to study while 
music is playing or one has 
other things on one’s mind 
dissipates concentration. After 
repeated and concentrated 
studying, one should 
understand the subject 
matter, which is the third 
element of study. And fi nally, one needs to refl ect on 
what one has understood. How does this new knowledge 
affect one’s life and one’s relationship with God? The 
purpose of study, as with all the spiritual disciplines, is 
to transform one’s life. One shouldn’t just study for the 
purpose of knowing more facts, and certainly not for the 
purpose of showing off how much one knows, but rather 
to make oneself a better person, and to have a better 
understanding of one’s place in the cosmos.          
          – Christopher Simon

“I f you hold to my teaching, you are really 
my disciples. Then you will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you free.” 
—John 8:31-32 NIV
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UK offers short  course on 
woodland care and management

BY CAROL LEA SPENCE

 
Woodland owners 

who are wondering how 
to get the most from their 
property can benefi t from 
attending one of three 
University of Kentucky Co-
operative Extension Ser-
vice short courses tailored 
to their region.

“Folks aren’t always 
aware of all the resources 
that are available to help 
them achieve their objec-
tives,” said Billy Thomas, 
UK extension forester in 
the College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment. 
“The Woodland Owners 
Short Course connects 
landowners with profes-
sionals to help achieve 
owners’ particular man-
agement goals, whether 
that’s recreation, timber 
harvesting or wildlife man-
agement.”

About 48 percent of 
the land in Kentucky is 
woodlands, whether it 
be large forest tracts or 
small woods surrounding 
a house. Well-managed 
forests are rife with possi-
bilities, including extra in-
come, recreational oppor-
tunities and a benefi cial 
environment for wildlife. 
The 2018 Woodland Own-
ers Short Course will cover 
those areas of interest for 
both novice and experi-
enced landowners.

The one-day course 
is offered once in each 
of the three geographical 

regions of the state. Local 
planning committees have 
developed the regional 
programs with local needs 
in mind, so each region’s 
course will vary slightly 
from the others.

Participants can 
choose from two con-
current tracks, green for 
woodland owners just 
getting started and gold 
for those already active-
ly managing their wood-
lands. Past attendees of 
the short course will also 
fi nd valuable information 
by returning to the pro-
gram through the gold 
track.

Depending on the 
track and the region, ses-
sions will cover such topics 
as tree identifi cation, tim-
ber harvesting, sales and 
trespass issues, woodland 
management practices, 
rural and urban wildlife 
habitat management, in-
vasive species, native 
warm-season grasses and 
pollinators, white oak and 
bourbon opportunities, 
fi nancial assistance pro-
grams and estate plan-
ning.

Each short course be-
gins at 9 a.m. local time, 
with on-site registration at 
8:30 a.m., and concludes 
around 4:30 p.m. Lunch 
is included. Due to limited 
space, organizers strongly 
encourage preregistration.

In the central region, 
the course is scheduled 
for July 28 at the Shelby 

County Cooperative Ex-
tension offi ce, 1117 Frank-
fort Road, Shelbyville. 
There will be a fi eld site 
visit to Portia and Jerry 
Brown’s farm. Register by 
July 20.

The west region 
course is Aug. 4 at the 
Marshall County Extension 
offi ce, 1933 Mayfi eld High-
way, Benton, with a fi eld 
visit to the Rick Mohler 
farm. Deadline for regis-
tration is July 27.

In the east region, the 
Aug. 18 course will take 

place at the Morgan Coun-
ty Cooperative Extension 
offi ce, 1002 Prestonsburg 
St., West Liberty. The 
Greg Lewis farm will be 
the site for the fi eld visit. 
Registration deadline is 
Aug. 10.

For a detailed listing of 
course topics at each lo-
cation and to register, visit 
the short course website 
at, http:// forestry.ca.uky.
edu/wosc. Registration is 
also available by phoning, 
(859) 257-7597. When pre-
registering, sessions are 

$20 for individuals and $30 
for couples. The day of the 
program, sessions are $30 
for individuals and $40 for 
couples.

The 2018 Woodland 
Owners Short Course is 
a partnership between 
the Kentucky Cooperative 
Extension Service, UK De-
partment of Forestry in 
the College of Agriculture, 
Food and Environment, 
Kentucky Division of For-
estry, Kentucky Depart-
ment of Fish and Wild-
life Resources, Kentucky 

State University, Kentucky 
Tree Farm Committee, 
Kentucky Woodland Own-
ers Association, National 
Woodland Owners Asso-
ciation, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service, Kentucky Forest 
Industries Association, the 
Kentucky Chapter of the 
Association of Consulting 
Foresters of America Inc., 
Merrick Printing, Marshall, 
Morgan and Shelby Coun-
ty Cooperative Extension 
offi ces.
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Jason Clark to take over at Pikeville
BY RANDY WHI TE

REGIONAL SPORTS EDITOR

Pikeville has a new 
volleyball coach.

Jason Clark recently 
took over head coaching 
duties at Pikeville.

“I ’m really excited for 
this opportunity,” Clark 
said. “I ’m thankful for 
this opportunity to coach 
in a school system that 
expects big things and 
gives you the resources 
to reach your goals. I  
think there are big things 
to come from this pro-

gram. We are extremely 
talented and we’re work-
ing hard to make our 
goals come true.”

Clark coached Floyd 
Central last season and 
was Pike Central’s coach 
the year before that.

Clark and his squad 
have one goal in mind — 
to win a 15th Region title.

“We talked about be-
ing the only team that 
doesn’t have a banner 
hanging in the gym,” 
Clark said. “We want to 
hang a banner in here 
with everyone else. Pikev-

ille’s fallen short in the All 
‘A’ and the 15th Region 
Tournament. They’ve al-
ways been right there, 
but never have been able 
to get over that hump. 
We feel like if we work 
hard and get bet ter, then 
championships will come. 
The school is ready to 
have this program reach 
that level.”

Floyd Central had a 
32-8 record last season. 
The Lady Jaguars fi n-
ished as the 15th Region 
runner-up to Paintsville. 
Before that, Allen Cen-

tral had won six straight 
region titles before the 
consolidation with South 
Floyd.

Clark has an intense 
coaching style to which 
the Lady Panthers are 
still adjusting.

“They’ve respond-
ed to me really well, so 
far,” Clark said. “I ’m a lit-
tle more energetic than 
what ’ve they’ve been 
used to in the past. I  
think they have respond-
ed well and are learning 
more and more what 
I ’m about. I  coach with 

a passion and drive and 
it does take time to get 
used to.”

Pikeville will have fi ve 
seniors, but other than 
that the Lady Panthers 
are extremely young. 
Pikeville only has one ju-
nior and the rest of the 
team is sophomores and 
under.

“I t ’s a very unique 
roster,” Clark said. “We 
are extremely old and 
young. We have fi ve se-
niors and one junior. The 
rest of the team is soph-
omores, freshmen and 

middle school girls. I t ’s 

a really good mixture. 

There is a lot of talent on 

this team. There is a lot 

of excitement around the 

program.”

Pikeville fi nished the 

2017 season with a 29-9 

record. The Lady Pan-

thers won the 59th Dis-

trict title, but fell in the 

15th Region semifi nals to 

Paintsville.

Three consecutive away games await Blackcats
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER

PRESTONSBURG — The 
Prestonsburg football pro-
gram has been conducting 
its fi nal practices before the 
Kentucky High School Ath-
letic Association Dead Peri-
od begins. New head coach 
Brandon Brewer and his 
staff will face a tough early 
stretch during the upcom-
ing campaign. Prestons-
burg has fi nalized and re-
leased its schedule for the 
2018 high school football 
season. With Brewer head-
ed into a debut campaign, 
Prestonsburg will have the 
challenge of opening the 
2018 season on the road 
with three consecutive 
non-district games. 

As a head coach at 
Powell County, Brewer 
compiled a 20-16 record 
over three seasons, guiding 
the Pirates to an 8-5 overall 
mark, a Class 3A District 7 
championship and a region 
runner-up fi nish in 2017. 

Brewer replaces long-

time Prestonsburg head 
coach John DeRossett. In 
DeRossett 's fi nal season 
in 2017, Prestonsburg cap-
tured the Class 2A District 
8 championship and fi n-
ished 7-5. DeRossett exited 
as the Prestonsburg foot-
ball program's all-time win-
ningest head coach. 

After the early stretch 
on the road, Prestonsburg 
will have the luxury of host-
ing opponents in three of 
the regular-season's last 
four weeks.

Following an open date 
in Week 0, Prestonsburg 
will kickoff the 2018 season 
on the road at North Laurel 
on Aug. 24.

The Blackcats will then 
remain on the road for 
games versus Lawrence 
County (Aug. 31) and 
Breathit t County (Sept. 7). 

Prestonsburg is due to 
host newfound rival Floyd 
Central for its home open-
er in a Class 2A, District 8 
clash on Sept. 14.

The Blackcats have 
additional away games 

scheduled against Hazard 
(Sept. 21), Leslie County 
(Sept. 28) and East Ridge 
(Oct. 12). Prestonsburg has 
other home games slated 
against Shelby Valley (Oct. 
5), Betsy Layne (Oct. 19) 
and Perry Central (Oct. 26). 

 

Prestonsburg High 
School Football

2018 Schedule 
Aug. 24 at North Laurel, 
7:30 p.m.
Aug. 31 at Lawrence Coun-
ty, 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 7 at Breathit t County, 
7:30 p.m. 
Sept. 14 Floyd Central, 7:30 
p.m.
Sept. 21 at Hazard, 7:30 
p.m.
Sept. 28 at Leslie County, 
7:30 p.m.
Oct. 5 Shelby Valley, 7:30 
p.m.
Oct. 12 at East Ridge, 7:30 
p.m. 
Oct. 19 Betsy Layne, 7:30 
p.m.
Oct. 26 Perry County Cen-
tral, 7:30 p.m. Prestonsburg’s Ethan Varney



BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

SITKA — Veter-
an driver Chris Combs 
drove to a feature win at 
201 Speedway on Satur-
day night, prevailing in 
the Late Model class. 

Combs outlasted 
Terry Hicks to win the 
Late Model feature race.

In addition to Combs, 
Michael Paul Howard 
(Open Wheel Modifi ed), 
Shane Bailey (Pro Crate) 
and Daniel Stamper 
(KDRA Super Stock) 
claimed feature wins 
at the Johnson County 
track. 

Complete results 
from 201 Speedway's 
latest racenight folow. 

Late Model 
A-Main: 1. 47-Chris 
Combs, 2. 9H-Terry 
Hicks, 3. 11-Lee Logan, 
4. 17S-Steve Stollings, 
5. 5B-Stephen Breeding, 
6. 8-Anthony Adams, 7. 
73B-Charles Mullet t, 8. 
57S-Bryan Salisbury, 9. 
44-Roger Stacey, 10. 
22M-Joe Mayabb, 11. 
21-Claude Spence, 12. 
22C-Brent Cornet te, 13. 
192-David Fields.

Open Wheel Modi-

fi ed A-Main: 1. 24H-Mi-
chael Paul Howard, 
2. 42-James Gregory, 
3. 122-Mike Prat t, 4. 
A85-Brandon Hutchin-
son, 5. 53-Austin Fran-
cis, 6. 21-Jim Barnet t, 
7. 191-Kevin Mayabb, 

8. 19-Cody Mayabb, 9. 
7-Henry Sizemore, 10. 
C21-Chat Yates, 11. 
702-Kent Keyser, 12. 
13-Michael Teegardin, 
13. 36-Eulis Combs, 14. 
44-Jimmy Collins, 15. 
Z28-Logan Burke, 16. 

B4-Jarred Blair. 
Pro Crate A-Main: 1. 

1-Shane Bailey, 2. 64-
AJ Hicks, 3. 46-Stephen 
Martin, 4. 002-Tyler 
Arrington, 5. 5C-Jacob 
Curnet te, 6. 11-Beadie 
Blackburn.

KDRA Super Stock 
A-Main: 1. 62-Daniel 
Stamper, 2. S17-Reggie 
Ritchie, 3. 7A-Glenn Pat-
ton. 

Sport Mod A-Main: 1. 
70-Sam Hobbs, 2. 
72-Daniel Webb, 3. 

5M-Garet McCloud, 4. 
34C-Corey Conley. 

Historic 201 
Speedway will host a 
$10,000-to-win Late 
Model feature race 
during its next event on 
Friday, June 29. 
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Combs captures Late Model feature win at 201 Speedway

photo courtesy of 201 Speedway

Chris Combs won the Late Model feature race at 201 Speedway on Saturday.

KHSAA state softball tournament moves to single-elimination format
FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 

TIMES STAFF REPORT 

LEXINGTON — Scot t 

County capturing the 

2018 Owensboro Health/

KHSAA State Softball 

Championship earlier 

in the month marked 

the last state tit le in the 

event ’s double-elimina-

tion format as the softball 

tournament will transition 

to single elimination in 

2019. The 2018 champi-

onship also marked the 

fi nal year of the Associa-

tion’s contract with the 

city of Owensboro, leav-

ing the future site of the 

tournament up for consid-

eration. The KHSAA will 

begin the RFP process 

this summer for a future 

site with the matter to 
be reviewed by the Board 
of Control during its Sep-
tember meeting in con-
junction with champion-
ship discussions in other 
spring sports.

“Since I  became Com-
missioner, I  have been 
working with the Board of 
Control on various chang-
es and improvements 
to tournament formats 
and new offerings," said 
KHSAA Commissioner 
Julian Tacket t. "Softball 
has presented continual 
challenges during that 
time, largely due to its 
format. he overwhelming 
majority of our softball 
schools had long favored 
our sixteen team, double 
elimination format. While 
this format allowed for a 
great level of participa-
tion, it certainly placed 
restrictions on many as-
pects of the tournament 
including schedule, format 
and location.

“Our staff and Board 
have worked collectively 
in demonstrating the need 
for change as the game, 
its participants and all 
aspects around the 
event continue to evolve. 
These discussions culmi-
nated in the Board’s Feb-
ruary approval of moving 
the softball tournament 
away from a double-elim-
ination event after our 
contracted period was 
up with the current site. I  
am pleased the Board has 
allowed for transforma-
tional discussions of both 
our baseball and softball 
state events. There are 
lots of factors to consid-
er and discuss, but if all 
goes according to plan, 
we will collectively end 
up with a product that 
will allow our student-ath-
letes the best possible 
participation experience 
regardless of the eventu-
al tournament format or 
location.

“I , along with the As-

sociation and its Board 

of Control and member 

schools, will be forev-

er grateful to the City of 

Owensboro and all of the 

past sites of our tourna-

ment over the last twen-

ty-four years of fastpitch 

softball. Owensboro, its 

Parks Department and 

their great staff, Conven-

tion and hotel industries 

and the business com-

munity at-large, have 

been ultra-supportive of 

the event including fund-

ing tens of thousands 

of dollars in improve-

ments to the local facil-

ities in addition to signifi -
cant sponsorship dollars. 

I  am hopeful, and will 

make efforts to ensure, 

that they have a desire 

to be involved with this 

and many other KHSAA 

events and undertakings 

for the foreseeable fu-

ture."

Soccer By Sniatecki Camp 

to be held at Archer Park
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

PRESTONSBURG — 

Former college play-

er and licensed coach 

Kyle Sniatecki will host 

the Soccer By Sniatecki 

Camp at Archer Park July 

11-13.

The camp is for boys 

and girls ages 6-12 and 

will be held from 8:30-

10:30 a.m. each day. The 

fee for the camp is $75 

and includes three days 

of instruction and a 

training shirt. 

Sniatecki has com-

peted on all levels, 

from leading his high 

school  to representing 

his country overseas on 

pitches across Europe. 

He was captain of the NY-

West Olympic Develop-

ment Team and Region 

1 Regional Team during 

matches in Germany, 

also playing for his team 

and country in Austria, 

England and Scotland. 

In 2007, Sniatecki was 

recognized as one of the 

top 150 players in the 

nation when selected to 

participate in the Elite 

Soccer Program camp.

Sniatecki came to 

Marshall University to 

continue playing soccer 

and ultimately made 

Huntington, W.Va., his 

home. He was a co-cap-

tain of the Thundering 

Herd soccer team during 

his senior year.

Sniatecki holds a 

USSF National C License, 

NSCAA Premier Diploma, 

NSCAA Level 3 Goalkeep-

ing Diploma, NSCAA Men-

tal/Physical Player De-

velopment Diploma and 

Coerver Coaching Youth 

Diploma.

The Soccer By Sni-

atecki Camp is open to 

all soccer players ages 

6-12. 

Registration for 

the Soccer By Sniatec-

ki Camp is available by 

emailing kyle.sniatcki@

gmail.com.

For more informa-

tion, call 716-207-0272.



for a total of 
976.45 acres.
The operation is 
located approxi-
mately 1.84 miles 
northwest from 
KY Route 194's 
junction with Wolf 
Branch Road and 
located 0.9 miles 
northeast of Wolf 
Branch. The oper-
ation is located on 
the Thomas 
U.S.G.S. 7.5 min. 

quadrangle map. 
The operation will 
use the contour, 
auger, area, 
mountain top and 
steep slope meth-
ods of mining. The 
surface area is 
owned by Poca-
hontas Develop-
ment Corporation. 
The renewal ap-
plication has been 
filed for public in-
spection at the 

Department for 
Natural Resour-
ces Prestonsburg 
Regional Office, 
3140 South Lake 
Drive, Suite 6, 

P r e s t o n s b u r g ,  
Kentucky  41653. 
Written com-
ments, objections, 
or request for a 
permit conference 

must be filed with 
the Director of the 
Division of Per-
mits, 300 Sower 
Boulevard, Frank-
fort, KY  40601.
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TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diately and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

APARTMENTS-

UNFURNISHED

2222BBBBRRRR    DDDDUUUUPPPPLLLLEEEEXXXX,,,,    
CCCC EEEE NNNN TTTT RRRR AAAA LLLL
heat/air, total 
electric. Close to 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
Call 606-886-9007 
or 606-889-9747.

HOUSES FOR RENT

3333BBBBRRRR    HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE....    
HHHHEEEEAAAATTTT and air. 
Located between 
Prestonsburg and 
Hazard. Just off 
Rt. 80 at Garrett. 
606-226-9257

3333BBBBRRRR,,,,    1111BBBBAAAA
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE ffffoooorrrr    rrrreeeennnntttt....
Carport, large 
yard. Located be-
tween Prestons-
burg and Paints-
ville. Call 606-
886-9007 or 606-
889-9747.

MOBILE HOMES FOR

RENT

2222    BBBBRRRR////1111    BBBBAAAA Mobile 
Home for Rent in 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
Water, Sewer, 
Trash included. 
$475/mo. 606-339-
9544 or 606-889-
0036.

OOOONNNNEEEE    3333BBBBRRRR    2222BBBBAAAA
SSSSIIIINNNNGGGGLLLLEEEE    WWWWIIIIDDDDEEEE    
MMMMOOOOBBBBIIIILLLLEEEE Home 
for rent at Auxier, 
$495mo. One 3BR 
2BA Doublewide 
for $595mo. Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906 to 
ask about applica-
tion and deposit.

HOUSES FOR SALE

HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE    FFFFOOOORRRR    
SSSSAAAALLLLEEEE by Owner. 
3BR  1-1/2BA
laundry, Price 
KY. Out building. 
No land contract. 
Call Lenny at 
791-2301.

TOWNHOUSE/COND

O

2222BBBBRRRR    1111----1111////2222BBBBAAAA
CCCCOOOONNNNDDDDOOOO located 
on Lafferty Lane 
in Prestonsburg. 
Freshly painted. 
Hardwood floors. 
$725mo. $300dep. 
For more info call 
606-264-5906. 

EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY

HHHHEEEELLLLPPPP
WWWWAAAANNNNTTTTEEEEDDDD

Opening in spe-
cialist’s office for a 
physician’s assis-
tant/nurse practi-
tioner. Must be 
accredited. Excel-
lent salary and 
opportunity. Send 
resume to PPPPOOOO    
BBBBooooxxxx    2222111155558888,,,,    PPPPiiiikkkkeeee----
vvvviiiilllllllleeee,,,,    KKKKyyyy....    44441111555500002222....

HHHH AAAA NNNN DDDD YYYY MMMM AAAA NNNN     
NNNNEEEEEEEEDDDDEEEEDDDD    FFFFOOOORRRR    
W h e e l w r i g h t  
Branham Hts. 
Apts. Part-time.
No Experience 
Necessary. Basic 
tools req. Call 
(606)452-4777 or 
(606)432-3286.

HHHHEEEELLLLPPPP
WWWWAAAANNNNTTTTEEEEDDDD::::

Opening available 
for a full-time po-
sition for a labora-
tory technician in 
a high complexity 
toxicology lab. 
Ideal candidate 
must be detailed 
oriented, profi-

LEGALS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIICCCC
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

Notice is hereby 
given that River 
Bend Leasing, 
LLC, P.O. Box 39, 
Stanville, KY 
41659, has filed 
an application 
with the Natural 
Resources and 
Environmental  
Protection Cabi-
net to permit a 
proposed fill area. 
The property is lo-
cated 0.66 miles 
southwest from 
the junction of 
Mare Creek Road 
and US 23 adja-
cent to US 23 
near the commun-
ity of Stanville. 
Any comments or 
objections con-
cerning this appli-

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

TTTTOOOO    MMMMIIIINNNNEEEE
PPPPuuuurrrrssssuuuuaaaannnntttt    ttttoooo    

AAAApppppppplllliiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    

NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr    

888888880000----0000111122224444

RRRReeeennnneeeewwwwaaaallll    ####5555

In accordance 
with the provi-
sions of KRS 
350.055, notice is 
hereby given that 
Czar Coal Corpo-
ration, 81 Enter-
prise Drive, De-
bord, Kentucky 
41214 has filed an 
application for a 
renewal of a sur-
face coal mining 
and reclamation 
operation located 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
1.82 miles north-
west of Thomas in 
Martin and Floyd 
Counties. The op-
eration will dis-
turb 760.50 sur-
face acres and will 
underlie 230.63 

LEGALSEMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITY

cient at multi-
tasking. Must 
have B.S. degree 
in a life science 
field from an ac-
credited organiza-
tion, preferable in 
biology, chemis-
try, or physics, 
with at least 24 
hours of laborato-
ry course work. 
Please submit re-
sume to: PO Box 
2158, Pikeville, 
KY 41502.

cation shall be di-
rected to: Ken-
tucky Division of 
Water, Floodplain 
Management Sec-
tion, 300 Sower 
B o u l e v a r d ,
F r a n k -
fort, Kentucky 
40601. Phone: 
(502) 564-3410.

LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS LEGALS
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If you open up about your dreams, hopes
and wishes, you will be offered suggestions
that will give you the energy you need to meet
your goals. Opportunities are within reach,
but if you don't grab them and make things
happen, you'll only accomplish the minimum. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) -- If you
repeatedly say what you want to do, you'll be
forced to make it come true. The pressure to
live up to your word can be a powerful motiva-
tor. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Consider your
options and put some muscle behind the
choices you make. Saying is one thing, but
achieving is everything. Set guidelines and
stick to them. Avoid waste.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Participation
will be what brings about change. Whether
you are making personal changes or helping a
cause, the hard work you put in will make a dif-
ference. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) -- Keep moving,
as idle time will be what gets you into trouble.
If you stop procrastinating and start doing,
you will deter others from complaining.
Improve your spending habits.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) -- Embrace
life, and consider the best way to move for-
ward. Changing your lifestyle or beliefs will be
enlightening for you, but will probably cause a
problem for someone close to you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) -- Get in
the game, but don't buy your way in. Hard
work, dedication and willpower, not over-
spending, will be your ticket to success. You
should walk away from anyone trying to con-
vince you otherwise. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Size
things up and get started. You have plenty to

gain if you dig in and don't stop until you are
finished. Celebrate your accomplishments
with someone special as the day comes to an
end.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) -- An emo-
tional incident will create havoc in your per-
sonal life if you overreact. Don't drown your
sorrows in melodrama or indulgent habits.
Make positive changes. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) -- A change
at home will improve your standard of living.
Getting your house and finances in order will
ease stress and encourage you to relax and
have a little fun.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) -- Stay focused
and tend to your responsibilities. If you are
diligent about getting things done, you will
receive the right kind of attention. Strive for
perfection.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -- Don't go
looking for trouble. Taking on too much and
stressing about it will lead to discord with
someone asking too much of you. Say no if
demands are too great.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) -- Creative
solutions will help you bring about positive
change at home and work. Your energetic
input and diverse way of doing things will be
praised by some and criticized by others.

+

ACROSS
1 Head for the hills
5 Dr.’s visit
9 Pakistan’s language

13 Harm irretrievably
14 Piece of plywood
16 Manner of walking
17 Auditory organs
18 Fish finder
19 Admire
20 Combat for two
21 — take forever
22 Stays
24 Ship of myth
26 Foul
27 Yeast
30 Desires to leave (2 wds.)
34 Encouraged strongly
35 Portend
36 Toothpaste buy
37 Mil. rank
38 Barbecue spits
41 Heavy weight
42 Sacred statue
44 — so much
45 Gold unit
47 Innocent and trusting (hyph.)
49 Holds, as attention
50 Fishing gear

51 Robin Cook novel
52 Sentence ender
55 Do lacework
56 Get poison ivy
60 Hero’s tale
61 Ancient port near Carthage
63 Superman’s mother
64 — — grip!
65 Type of explorer
66 Test
67 Finalize
68 Clever ruse
69 Low beams

DOWN
1 Flintstone dad
2 Roast pig repast
3 Blarney Stone site
4 Keep in thrall
5 Give homework
6 Scrapbook item
7 Hang fire
8 Herbal quaff
9 Most threatening

10 Surprise attack
11 Levee
12 Rocky Mountain people
15 Gym figure
23 Lunch counter order

25 Some wines
26 Skywalker’s father
27 Clear
28 Form a gully
29 Softly lit
30 Thrilled
31 Shocking
32 Depth charge target (hyph.)
33 Hikers’ shelters
35 Slanting edge
39 Excited (2 wds.)
40 Thumb through
43 Melodious
46 Took advantage of
48 Want-ad letters
49 Traffic circle
51 Tree with pods
52 Wooden pins
53 Dueler’s sword
54 Beatles’ meter maid
55 Money drawer
57 Car for hire
58 Stuff
59 Overactors
62 Upper part 

TODAY’S CROSSWORD PUZZLE

TODAY’S SUDOKU PUZZLE

HOW

TO

PLAY:

• Each column 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

• Each row has to 

have numbers 1 

to 9

• Each 3x3 Box 

has to have 

numbers 1 to 9

GRIZZWELLS

FRANK & ERNEST

THATABABY

BORN LOSER

BIG NATE

All answers are in today’s edition

ARLO & JANIS

DAILY

ASTROGRAPH
by Eugenia Last
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