
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 VOLUME 4, NUMBER 21 � 14 PAGES � 50 CENTS

Local students 
shine at

 Governor’s Cup
9A

Educators protest 

pension plan in 

Prestonsburg

Floyd Chronicle and Times photos by Mary Meadows

Current and former educators and their supporters from Floyd, Pike, Johnson, Martin and Magoffi  n 

counties held a rally in Prestonsburg on Saturday to protest Senate Bill 1, which is set to make chang-

es in teacher retirement benefi ts.

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Sen. Johnny Ray Turner, D-Prestonsburg, pic-

tured here with Floyd County Education Associ-

ation President Angela Coleman, a Floyd County 

teacher, addresses those who turned out at a ral-

ly in protest of Senate Bill 1 on March 10.

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER

Chanting things 
like “We will remember 
in November,” and “A 
pension is a promise,” 
educators from Floyd 
and surrounding coun-
ties rallied in Prestons-
burg on March 10 to 
protest Senate Bill 1.

Floyd County 
teacher Angela Cole-
man, who has taught 
for 23 years, helped 
organize the rally as 
president of the Floyd 
County Education As-
sociation, an affi liate 
of the Kentucky Educa-

tion Association. 
“I  think many in the 

public are not aware 
that teachers have pre-
paid into our retire-
ment. We’ve pre-paid 
into our retirement 
healthcare. We’ve pre-
paid into our COLAs,” 
she said. “So we’re not 
asking for anything 
that we haven’t already 
earned and that we de-
serve.” 

The pension reform 
bill at tempts to reduce 
the state’s $42 billion 
pension fund debt by 
cut ting the annual 
cost-of-living increase 

See PROTEST, Page 2A

Bradford Hunt

Hunt 
pleads 

guilty in 
robbery 

case
A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND 

TI MES STAFF REPORT 

A Floyd County man 
pleaded guilty last week to 
robbing a local business.

On March 8, Langley 
resident Bradford Hunt, 
43, pleaded guilty to sec-
ond-degree robbery in 
Floyd Circuit Court. 

He was indicted in Sep-
tember 2017 on charges 
fi rst-degree robbery and 
for being a persistent felo-
ny offender. The indictment 
accused him of threatening 
the use of a weapon during 
a Nov. 23, 2013, robbery of 
Fast Lane in Eastern.

Hunt, represented by 
at torney William Collins, 

See PLEADS, Page 9A

John M. Stumbo 
community seeks 

redistricting
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER

Parents and offi cials with 
John M. Stumbo Elementary 
are calling for a redistricting 
plan to bring in more students, 
citing declining enrollment and 
the loss of teachers and oppor-
tunities for students.

This “community group” 
of parents, working with the 
school’s Site-Based Deci-

sion-Making Council, plans 
to address the Floyd County 
Board of Education this month 
about redistricting.

Grethel resident Danita Ev-
ans, who represents parents 
on the school’s SBDM Council, 
said John M. Stumbo students 
are missing opportunities be-
cause funds have decreased 
since the school’s enrollment de-
creased. The school housed 324 

See REDISTRICTING, Page 7A

Community mourns 
death of ‘Ranger Rick’
A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND TI MES 

STAFF REPORT 

Floyd County residents are 
mourning the death of a popu-
lar radio DJ.

Ricky Dane Caudill, known 
to his listeners at WMDJ as 
“Ranger Rick,” died March 7, at 
his home in Eastern.

He worked at WMDJ for 
more than 30 years, serving 
as music director, and he also 
previously served decades as 
a member of the Martin Fire 
Department and in the county 
sheriff ’s department.

He led the radio station’s 
daytime broadcast, where he 
was known for using characters 
and “ telling a good tale” on air. 

“Our hearts are broken to-
night over the loss of one of 
our own,” WMDJ said on Face-
book. “For 35 years, ‘Ranger’ 
Rick made us laugh, informed 
and entertained our listeners. 
He was a devoted husband, 
papaw, Sheriff ’s Deputy, Dis-
patcher, retired fi refi ghter 
and beloved radio personality. 
Please pray for his family at this 
trying time.”

See MOURNS, Page 7A
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in teacher retirement 

plans, and, among oth-

er things, placing new 

teachers into a 401K-style 

retirement plan. 

Senate leaders claim 

it will save $3.2 billion in 
20 years and pay off the 
state’s pension debt in 
30 years, but people who 
protested at the rally 
believe the state should 
look at other ways to 
raise revenues. 

The bill was intro-
duced in the Senate in 

February and was ex-
pected to pass last week, 
but the Senate, instead, 
sent it back to the State 
& Local Government 
commit tee. As teachers 
rallied at the Capitol and 
hosted walk-ins in eight 
counties, Senate leaders 
announced on March 9 

that the vote would be 
postponed. 

Talking about the 
protests that led up to 
that decision, Sen. John-
ny Ray Turner, D-Pres-
tonsburg, said it was a 
“wild week” in Frankfort. 
A retired educator, he 
commended rally partic-
ipants for their efforts. 
He said all of the phone 
calls, emails and protests 
worked.

“It ’s the fi rst time 
since I ’ve been there that 
I ’ve seen that kind of re-
action out of the majority 
party. So, great job,” he 
told the crowd. 

He said the bill is “an 
at tack on us” and an “at-
tack on education” and 
encouraged rally partici-
pants to continue voicing 
opposition, saying SB1 
would negatively im-
pact all current, retired 
and future teachers and 
would be “devastating to 
education.” 

He believes the 
state’s pension problem 
“will take care of itself”  if 
it is fully funded.

“The only thing that 
I  will support is if they 
fund it completely,” he 
said. “In the bill, there’s 
an actuarial analysis, 
about a 60- to 80-page 
document. I f we fund it, 
it works. I t takes care of 
itself in about 30 years, 
the teachers (retirement 
plan) does, and the state 
(retirement plan) takes 
care of itself in 26 years.”

He said tax reform is 
needed and mentioned 
the possibility of casinos, 
cigaret te taxes, and a 
penny sales tax.

“All of those things 
could fund it,”  he said. 
“There’s a lot of thing you 
could do, but tax reform 
is the most meaningful. 
Meaningful tax reform is 
the only way that we’re 
going to be able to do it.”  

He currently draws a 
retirement from his de-
cades of service as an 
educator in Floyd and 
Johnson counties.

“This bill, as it was 
amended, would take a 
half percent of the COLA 

every year until it ’s fully 
funded,” he said. “You 
don’t think about a half 
percent being much, 
but over my lifetime, it 
could mean $50,000 or 
$60,000.” 

That ’s what Faye 
Wright, 55, of Prestons-
burg is worried about. 

She retired from the 
Floyd County School Dis-
trict six years ago, after 
27 years of teaching. She 
said she only wants what 
she was promised as an 
educator.

“I f all of those things 
were to happen, I  would 
have a hard time just 
surviving,” she said about 
SB1. “My bills come in and 
they don’t decrease, and 
with a decreased retire-
ment amount, I  wouldn’t 
be able to survive. We’ve 
worked hard, and when 
you’re promised a pen-
sion, and if you change 
it, it ’s going to make a 
drastic reduction in our 
benefi ts. I t ’s not fair.”  

Bruce Harkins, 29, 
who teaches at Shel-
don Clark High School in 
Martin County, rallied for 
those promises with his 
wife in Prestonsburg. He 
pointed out that teachers 
cannot get Social Securi-
ty, so their retirement is 
dependent on the state 
pension system. 

“We deserve the 
pension we were prom-
ised,” he said. “We pay 
13 percent into what we 
were promised. We will 
not collect Social Securi-
ty. My wife won’t collect 
Social Security. I  think it ’s 
very, very sad that this 
cut is the fi rst idea.”

He, too, believes the 
state could fi nd other 
ways to fund the pension 
debt.

Retired Floyd County 
teacher Shayne Wicker, 
53, held a sign that said, 
“My pension is my life” at 
the rally. He worries about 
the COLA decrease, as 
well as an increase in 
health insurance costs, 
which is proposed in the 
state’s budget bill. 

“They’re wanting to 
cut our pension, and also 

cut our insurance,” he 
said. “I ’m married. I ’ve 
got two step-children 
and three grandchildren 
that I  help with. I f I  have 
to pay another $600 a 
month on insurance, and 
have a smaller cost of liv-
ing allowance, it would 
be awful.”   

Joey Hamilton, a 
teacher at East Ridge 
High School in Pike 
County who also serves 
as the vice president of 
the Eastern Kentucky Ed-
ucation Association, also 
believes the state should 
fi nd alternative funding. 
He has paid into his re-
tirement for 26 years.

“I t ’s a bad bill,”  he 
said. “Teachers don’t get 
to draw Social Security. A 
lot of people don’t know 
that. I t would impact me 
with that. I ’ve already 
been paying in on my 
pension. The government 
just needs to fund it.”  

He said the legisla-
ture needs to “fi nd fund-
ing fi rst,”  a phrase that 
was prominent on signs 
at the rally.

“There’s funding out 
there. There’s tax reform 
that could be done,” he 
said. “There’s funding 
that could be found other 
than cut ting funds to ed-
ucation because our kids 
need those funds.” 

Coleman said it was 
good that the vote on 
SB1 was delayed, but 
said educators “can’t be 
complacent with that.” 

“What we need is tax 
reform,” she said. “Pen-
sion reform, the only 
problem with it is the lack 
of funding by the legisla-
ture. We’ve paid our part. 
They’re not paying their 
part. You can’t rob Pe-
ter to pay Paul, and that 
type of mentality is what 
I  think is going on right 
now in Frankfort. Teach-
ers have had enough. We 
want our voices heard. 
We’re asking for what 
we’ve earned, what we 
deserve, and no more, 
no less. I t ’s only right. A 
pension is a promise and 
a promise is meant to be 
kept.”

PROTEST
Continued From Page 1A
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EDI TORI AL:

Floyd BOE made the right call
The Floyd Coun-

ty Board of Education 
made the right deci-
sion when, on Feb. 26, 
it  voted to place law 
enforcement offi cials 
in county schools.

The board made 
that decision in the 
wake of mass shoot-
ings which resulted in 
a total of nearly two 
dozen teachers and 
students being killed 
at high schools in Ken-
tucky and Florida, and 
it  would not have been 

possible without sup-
port from the Floyd 
County Fiscal Court 
and its sherif f ’s de-
partment and the cit-
ies of Prestonsburg 
and Martin and their 
police departments. 

As offi cials said 
during that board 
meeting, parents and 
students have been “on 
edge”  about school vi-
olence, and these pro-
active measures taken 
by the school district 
have already paid of f.

When there was 
a report of a juvenile 
bringing a handgun 
to Betsy Layne High 
School on March 6, the 
Floyd County Sherif f ’s 
Resource Offi cer was 
already on site and 
started the investiga-
t ion with the help of 
school offi cials. We 
were told this juve-
nile made no specifi c 
threat to the school or 
to students there, but 
that does not mean 
there was not cause 

for alarm, especially 
since a handgun was 
involved. 

I t  may seem cliché, 
but it ’s true what they 
say, “our children are 
our future.”  Our most 
important jobs are to 
protect them and to 
educate them so they 
are prepared to lead 
this world one day.

You can’t  educate a 
child who is afraid to 
go to school.

The Floyd Coun-
ty Board of Education 

made the right call in 

deciding to place po-

lice offi cers in schools. 

At this point in t ime, 

with the episodes of 

school violence we’ve 

witnessed in recent 

years, it  was the best 

decision they could 

have made. And the 

partners who joined 

them in that ef fort  — 

as always — are go-

ing above and beyond 

their call of duty. 

EDI TORI AL:
Continued annexation talk in Allen still needs to take a 

backseat to discussions on transparency, fiscal responsibility
A month ago, 

we issued an 
opinion that Allen 
needed to get its 
house in order be-
fore it  looked to 
expand.

For years now, 
we’ve been report-
ing on ongoing 
questions about 
the cit y’s fi nances, 
including a lack 
of paperwork and 
fi lings which has 
cost the cit y road 
funding and, ult i-
mately, keeps the 

taxpayers from 
knowing how their 
money is being 
spent, or even 
how much money, 
exactly, is coming 
into the cit y.

For many mu-
nicipalit ies, that 
would be enough 
to force leaders 
to draw back and 
do some serious 
so u l - sear ch i n g , 
to really do some 
work on get t ing 
things lined out to 
ensure a sustain-

able future.
However, the 

Allen City Commis-
sion, last week, 
persisted in talk 
about potentially 
annexing property 
located along Ky. 
1428 in New Al-
len, a strip of land 
which includes 
several business-
es.

The reasons 
are numerous as 
to why it  would be 
benefi cial for Al-
len to annex the 

property. The city 
would receive po-
tential occupation-
al tax proceeds, 
as well as alcohol 
sales tax, if the 
propert ies were 
approved as wet.

However, the 
thing about which 
we remain con-
cerned is that 
we’re having trou-
ble seeing the 
benefi ts to those 
in the area pro-
posed for annex-
ation. As we said 

last month, when 
a cit y takes in 
property, the ben-
efi ts to the area 
being annexed are 
supposed to be 
apparent, such as 
increased public 
works access or 
access to services 
such as police or 
fi re protection.

With the City of 
Allen being in the 
shape it ’s in as far 
as record-keep-
ing, transparency 
and management, 

we have serious 
questions as to 
whether the cit y 
can offer enough 
in terms of ser-
vices to justify the 
annexation.

While it ’s not 
up to us, but is 
up to the people 
living in the areas 
being annexed, 
we would chal-
lenge Allen to get 
its house in order 
before proceeding 
and for the com-
munity to demand 
that the annex-
ation not just be 
benefi cial for the 
government, but 
the people as well.
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Michael Burkett
Michael Douglas Bur-

kett, 46, of Prestonsburg, 
died Thursday, Mar. 8, 
2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

“Ranger Rick” 
Caudill

Ricky Dane “Ranger 
Rick” Caudill, 54, of East-
ern, died Wednesday, 
Mar. 7, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

John 
Gilbert

U S A F 
MSgt. (ret.) 

John Talmadge Gil-
bert, 89, of Fairborn 

Ohio, loving husband, 

father, grandfather and 
friend went home to 
heaven Thursday, March 
8, 2018, following a short 
illness.

He was born at Ash-
land, Aug. 14, 1928, the 
son of the late Emery 
and Edith Watson Gilbert.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by a brother, Ru-
dolph Gilbert; and a sis-
ter, Geneva Gilbert.

John married the love 
of his life, the late Bren-
da Joyce Music on Dec. 
22, 1951. They shared 60 
wonderful years togeth-
er, raising fi ve children.

John led a life of ser-
vice to his family; to his 
country, proudly serving 
20 years in the United 
States Air Force; to his 
community, working 20 
years for the Fairborn 
City Schools; and fi nally 
to others in need as the 

greeter for the Hearth 
Community Place Food 
Pantry. Lovingly known 
as the “Candyman”, he 
brought smiles and an 
uplifted heart to many 
each week.

He is survived by his 
children, John and Kathy 
Gilbert of Monticello, Ind., 
Mike and Lisa Gilbert of 
Monticello, Ind., Tamara 
and Mike Duncan of Day-
ton, Ohio, Vana and Tim 
D’Aurora of Fairborn, 
Ohio, and Tim and Carol 
Gilbert of Dayton, Ohio; 
14 grandchildren; and 25 
great grandchildren.

He also leaves behind 
his sisters-in-law, Billie 
Irene Kruchko of Cass 
City, Mich.; Judy Music 
of Auxier; his brother-in-
law, James T. Craft of Ca-
sey, Ill.; as well as many 
nieces, nephews and his 
very close friends from 
the “breakfast crew” who 

have meant so much to 
him.

Funeral services will 
be held at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 15, 2018, at 
the Belton-Stroup Funeral 
Home, 422 E. Dayton-Yel-
low Springs Rd., Fairborn, 
Ohio, with Pastor Scott 
VanDyke offi ciating. The 
family will receive friends 
from 4 p.m. until the time 
of services.

Graveside service will 
be conducted at 2 p.m. 
Friday, March 16, 2018, 
at the Music Family Cem-
etery, Auxier, with Pastor 
Kyle Gulley offi ciating. 
Arrangements are un-
der the direction of the 
Belton-Stroup Funeral 
Home of Fairborn, Ohio.

In lieu of fl owers, 
memorial contributions, 
if desired, may be made 
to The Hearth Communi-
ty Place Food Pantry by 
mailing your donation to: 

The Hearth Community 
Place, 3415 Linden Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45410.  

The guestbook may 
be signed at www.Belton-
Stroup.com.

This is a paid obitu-
ary.

“Bobcat” Jackson
Robert Earl “Bobcat” 

Jackson, 72, of George-
town, died Friday, Mar. 9, 
2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Annison Slone
Annison Slone, 43, 

of Topmost, died Friday, 
Mar. 9, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Edith Steele
Edith Burdell Stratton 

Steele, 87, of Harold, died 
Wednesday, Mar. 7, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Donna Terry
Donna Sue Combs 

Terry, 75, of Martin, died 
Friday, Mar. 9, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Mary Williams
Mary Dotson Wil-

liams, 92, of Betsy Layne, 
died Wednesday, Mar. 7, 
2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Early Childhood educators honored in Floyd
SPECIAL TO THE 

FLOYD CHRONICLE AND TIMES 

Superintendent Steve Trim-
ble praised the Floyd County 
Schools’ Early Childhood Pro-
gram,  reporting that it “con-
tinues to see success for stu-
dents.”

Trimble said in a press re-
lease, “The board team and 
I are happy to see our Early 
Childhood program contin-
ue to grow and succeed for 
our youngest students, giving 
them the best possible foun-
dation for future educational 
success. Our kids continue to 
score much higher than the 
state average in being ready 
for kindergarten and our ex-
ceptional classrooms continue 
to be recognized at the region-
al level.”

In Kentucky, results on the 
BRIGANCE assessment show 
the average percent of stu-
dents who enter school ready 
for kindergarten to be 51 per-
cent, while in Floyd County, the 
average percent of students 
ready is 82 percent. 

The BRIGANCE is aligned 
with Kentucky’s School Readi-
ness defi nition that, “each child 
enters school ready to engage 
in and benefi t from early learn-
ing experiences that best pro-
mote the child’s success.” 

To determine readiness, 
the BRIGANCE assesses chil-
dren in fi ve areas, including 

their academic/cognitive skills, 
language skills, development, 
physical development, their 
ability to help themselves and 
their social-emotional develop-
ment.

Recently, the Floyd County 
Board of Education recognized 
eight classrooms who had an 
average of 90 percent or high-
er of their students being ready 
for kindergarten.

The following three class-
rooms had 100 percent of their 
students ready for kindergar-
ten for the 2017-20018 school 
year: 

• Jessica Kiser, Mika Crisp 
and Amanda Patrick from Allen 
Elementary 

• Liz Isaac and Christina 
Flannery from South Floyd El-
ementary 

• Debra Tackett, Wilma 
Martin and Stephanie Slone 
from John M. Stumbo Elemen-
tary. 

Five additional classrooms 
had 90 percent or higher of 
their students ready for kinder-
garten. They include:

• Krystal Barker, Diana 
Ratliff and Rebekah Allen from 
Prestonsburg Elementary (94 
percent) 

• Misty Knott, Ramona 
Stewart and Stacey Paige from 
Duff-Allen Central Elementary 
(92 percent) 

• Barb Harris and Dedra 
Johnson from Prestonsburg El-
ementary (91 percent); 

• April Borowski and Brit-
tany Tackett from Betsy Layne 
Elementary (90 percent); 

• Debbie Gibson, Mary 
Bentley and Amanda Burke 
from South Floyd Elementary 
(90 percent).”

In addition to Floyd County 
continuing to exceed the state 
average in kindergarten readi-
ness, six classroom teams rank 
highest among the 64 class-
rooms in the region.

Trimble said, “To receive 
a high ranking in the region, 
teachers, instructional assis-
tants, the family service work-
er and the education consul-
tant for the classroom work 
together for kids. The board 
team and I are happy to say 
that Floyd County Schools 
houses top ranking classrooms 
in the region.”

Those classrooms include:
• Misty Knott, Rhonda 

Newman, Kim Grubb, Stacy 
Paige and Teresa Newsome 
from Duff-Allen Central Ele-
mentary

• Rhonda Begley, Beth 
Martin, Jennifer Woods, Kim 
Grubb, Teresa Newsome from 
May Valley Elementary

• Jessica Kiser, Amanda 
Patrick, Kim Grubb, Denise 
Prater, Teresa Newsome from 
Allen Elementary

• Ashley Fite, Shonna Hall, 
Jennifer Woods, Kim Grubb, 
Teresa Newsome from May 
Valley Elementary

• Rebekah Allen, Diana 
Ratliff, Kim Grubb, Teresa 
Campbell, Teresa Newsome 
from Prestonsburg Elementary

• Barb Harris, Dedra John-
son, Teresa Campbell, Kim 
Grubb, Teresa Newsome from 
Prestonsburg Elementary

When asked about children 
who are not currently enrolled 
in Floyd County Schools’ Head 
Start or Preschool programs, 
Trimble talked about the varied 
opportunities the district pro-
vides for kids and families (at 
no cost to parents) before they 
enter school.

“When children begin kin-
dergarten and aren’t ready, 
they start their educational ca-
reers having to catch up to their 
peers who are ready,” Trimble 
said. “That’s why Head Start, 
Preschool and early learning 
experiences are so important 
and we want to help families 
start giving these opportuni-
ties at birth. In a partnership 
with Highlands Regional Med-
ical Center, we have materials 
for new parents when they are 
discharged from the hospital 
with the new addition to their 
family.”

He explained the school 
district also offer Bornlearning 
programs for kids age birth to 
fi ve years old, as well as three 
Tiny Academies for kids that 
age. 

“In addition, our team 
works closely with the Floyd 

County Early Childhood Council 
to offer opportunities for fam-
ilies with young children who 
are not in school to come and 
learn ways to help their chil-
dren be ready for school,” he 
said. “If you are unable to at-
tend our events, we have live 
events on Facebook to help 
teach activities and strategies 
for parents to turn regular ac-
tivities into opportunities for 
learning. And we will come to 
you.”

He talked about a summer 
program the district has host-
ed for two years, in which ear-
ly childhood educators traveled 
to public housing areas in the 
summer months to offer edu-
cational opportunities.

“In Floyd County Schools, 
we not only want all children 
entering kindergarten to be 
ready to learn and thrive, we 
are truly doing whatever it 
takes to help kids be ready to 
take off when they enter our 
school system,” Trimble said. 
“The board team and I would 
like to thank Anna Shepherd, 
director of Early Childhood, our 
wonderful community partners 
and all the amazing people 
working together to make this 
happen for kids.”

For more information on 
how to help your child be ready 
for kindergarten visit https://
goo.gl/e4vmZt
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students in 2015-2016, the 
Kentucky Department of Ed-
ucation reports online, but 
that number decreased to 
310 in 2016-2017. This year, 
enrollment is only 286 stu-
dents, Evans said. 

She said the school 
currently has seven empty 
classrooms and, since school 
funding is based on enroll-
ment, it doesn’t have enough 
funding to offer some classes 
for students. 

“There’s no music class, 
no PE class, no art class 
because we’re just getting 
enough to teach the students 
we have, and our enrollment 
has dropped to 286,” she 
said. 

She said redistricting is 
“crucial” for John M. Stumbo. 

When she attended the 
school years ago, it educat-
ed all students who lived on 
Ky. 979 in Grethel, but, redis-
tricting sent some students 
who live there to Betsy Layne 
and South Floyd elementary 
schools. She and others re-
port that students who live 
on Frasure’s Creek in the 
McDowell area are within 10 
minutes of John M. Stumbo 
are currently being transport-
ed 30 minutes away to South 
Floyd. 

“We just feel that we’re 
at a crucial time where we 
have to do something,” she 
said. “We’re down to 286 
students ... We’ve heard talk 
that they want to remodel 
one school (Betsy Layne Ele-
mentary) because there’s not 
enough room for students, 
but we’ve got classrooms sit-
ting empty.”

She said it “ just makes 
sense” to transport students 
living closer to Stumbo to 
that school, a comment other 
organizers also made. They 
believe redistricting can save 
district transportation costs. 

Last year, the board 
closed McDowell Elementary 
and Osborne Elementary and 
sent the majority of those 
students to South Floyd. 
None of those students came 
to John M. Stumbo, Evans 
said, even though some 
of them live closer to that 
school. 

John M. Stumbo Princi-
pal Donna Robinson would 
not comment about the pro-
posal, but others affi liated 
with the school were quite 
vocal. 

Last week, John M. 
Stumbo employee Nechole 
Hall, a parent of a student at 
the school, sought communi-
ty support for redistricting on 
social media.

“Please help support re-
districting in our area!” she 
wrote. “Parents and commu-
nity members we need your 
help.”

She suggested that re-
districting will ensure stu-
dents receive “equitable ed-
ucation.” 

“We know there isn’t any 
more money to help, but if 
the kids were equally distrib-
uted to all the schools then 
all schools could offer the 
same resources,” she wrote. 

John M. Stumbo is one 

of the district ’s highest-per-
forming schools, ranking 
fi rst among Kentucky middle 
schools and among the top 
20 elementary schools on 
the assessment and earning 
multiple “Distinguished” rat-
ings in the old accountability 
system. 

School volunteer 
Dwayne Hamilton, an alum-
ni whose grandchildren are 
enrolled there, talked about 
those accolades when he 
voiced support for redistrict-
ing.  

“Stumbo has been the 
number one school here 
for the last few years in the 
state,” he said. “But with this 
loss of enrollment, I  under-
stand that kids will lose out 
on some teachers, and when 
they do that, they will lose 
out on some classes, like art 
and PE ... It doesn’t seem like 
a good way to reward the 
number one school.” 

He said other county 
schools are overpopulated 
and some students could 
easily attend John M. Stum-
bo instead. Students would 
receive better educational 
opportunities if classrooms 
were “equalized,” he said. 

“I  do know this for a 
fact,” he said. “Kids who live 
within fi ve or six miles of the 
school are being bused to an-
other school. I  don’t know if 
that was the intent or what, 
but it doesn’t seem to make 
much sense.” 

He was talking about 
former Osborne Elementary 
students who live in Teaberry, 
located near Hi Hat, who are 
now attending South Floyd 
Elementary. That school be-
came a kindergarten through 
eighth grade school in last 
year’s consolidations, follow-
ing the closure of Osborne.

South Floyd/Middle High 
School had an enrollment of 
491 before it converted to 
an elementary school. In its 
fi rst year as an elementary 
school, it ’s enrollment is 670.

Grethel resident Brittany 
Johnson, the parent of four 
John M. Stumbo students, 
said the group is backing a 
proposal that would bring 
students living near that 
school to its campus, rather 
than busing them to South 
Floyd or Betsy Layne. 

She said they “see the 
solution” and they want to 
“make the public aware that 
this would help all children.”

“Right now, we’re fac-
ing issues because kids who 
live in our district, who phys-
ically live in our district, are 
being bused to Betsy Layne 
and South Floyd,” she said, 
talking about how these stu-
dents have longer commutes 
and how transportation costs 
could be reduced by bringing 
those students to John M. 
Stumbo. 

“These schools are over-
fl owing with students, while 
we are at under 300 at total,”  
she said. “It does become 
a funding issue for a school 
because each student equals 
funding. This is limiting us 
greatly and we have an am-
ple amount of space for 
these students.” 

She praised the school 
and its staff, saying that par-
ents whose children attend 

other schools  should not be 
concerned about transition-
ing to John M. Stumbo. 

She said her four girls 
are “growing and thriving 
there” and she’s certain other 
students will as well. 

“Our teachers and our 
students, we love them ... 
We’re very grateful to them 
for the job they do and we 
want them to have the same 
opportunities as they have in 
other schools,” she said.

Board of Education 
member William Jr. New-
some, whose district includes 
John M. Stumbo and Betsy 
Layne, would not say wheth-
er supports redistricting, but 
he said the board will contin-
ue to do what’s best for stu-
dents. He did, however, voice 
an understanding of the con-
cerns this community group 
has expressed.

“I  know there’s a couple 
of districts that was changed 
years ago to other educa-
tional districts, where most 
of their kids in those districts 
go to either Stumbo or Bet-
sy Layne schools,” he said. 
“There might be some con-
cerns with parents who might 
not think their kids are repre-
sented as well since their kids 
go to a different school other 
than where their board mem-
ber is.” 

He said some students 
live in districts represented 
by other board members, but 
they attend schools in his dis-
trict, and vise-versa. 

“That was changed sev-
eral years ago. I  don’t know 
why it was change. It ’s some-
thing I  don’t want to com-
ment on right now, but that ’s 
one of the things parents are 
concerned about,” Newsome 
said. 

Betsy Layne Elementary 
Principal John Kidd is among 
one of the Floyd County res-
idents who live in another 
board member’s district, but 
is served by schools in anoth-
er member’s district. 

“It ’s very odd,” he said. 
“Where I  live, for example, 
in Little Mud…the Honaker, 
Little Mud, Banner area, it all 
went to Dr. Varia’s district.”

When the redistrict-
ing happened years ago, he 
said residents were told that 
it had to do with the popu-
lation, to ensure that each 
board member had approxi-
mately the same amount of 
voters to represent in their 
districts. He said the change 
confused residents of that 
area because they lived and 
voted in districts represented 
by one school board mem-
ber, but their children attend-
ed schools in districts repre-
sented by someone else. 

He said redistricting 
could be fairer than the cur-
rent plan.

“I  think it would be a fair 
thing, unless there’s some 
type of regulation that I’m 
not aware of that caused that 
to happen,” he said. 

The Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education reports 
online that the Floyd County 
School District has lost 308 
students since 2013. That 
school year, enrollment was 
5,963 students, the KDE re-
ports, and enrollment was 
5,655 last year.

REDISTRICTING
Continued From Page 1A

The Martin Fire Depart-
ment posted a picture of 
Caudill’s former shield, 
Unit # 2630, bearing a 
mourning band.

The department ’s 
statement said he “ded-
icated many years” to 
Floyd County, and “ the 
loss will be felt county 
wide.” 

Caudill had been ill 
prior to his death. Sever-
al local musicians, includ-
ing Tommy Webb, Dewey 
Moore, Tony Stumbo and 
others, planned a ben-
efi t singing for him on 
March 10 at the Grace-
way Methodist Church in 
Langley. 

The son of Gaylord 
and Dixie Tackett Caudill, 
“Ranger Rick” is survived 
by his wife, Tonia Hol-
man Caudill, his “second 

mom” Freda Tackett, his 
sons Jonathan Bacca of 
Martin and Sammy Bac-
co of Van Lear, his grand-
daughter Hailey Grace 
Bacca and other family 
members. 

His funeral was held 

March 11 at Nelson Fra-

zier Funeral Home. He 

was buried in the Lackey 

Cemetery under direc-

tion of the funeral home.

MOURNS
Continued From Page 1A

‘Ranger Rick’ Caudill
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pleaded guilty in connec-
tion with a plea agree-
ment negotiated with 
the Floyd Commonwealth 
At torney’s offi ce. In ex-
change for the guilty 
plea, he agreed to a rec-

ommended sentenc of  
fi ve years, and the plea 
agreement would allow 
that sentence to run con-
currently to, or at the 
same time of, sentences 
Hunt is currently serving 
for other crimes. 

He will be formally 
sentenced on April 26.

PLEADS
Continued From Page 1A

Local students shine at Governor’s Cup
SPECI AL TO THE FLOYD 
CHRONI CLE AND TI MES 

Superintendent Steve 
Trimble announced the 
results for Floyd County 
School District students 
who competed in the Re-
gion 34 Kentucky Associ-
ation for Academic Com-
petition Governor’s Cup, 
which was held at Allen 
Elementary recently.

“The board team and 
I  are happy to say that 
our elementary kids had 
a lot of success at the 
2018 Regional Gover-
nor’s Cup competition.” 
Trimble said in a press 
release. “Congratulations 
May Valley Elementary on 
being Regional Champs, 
Quick Recall Champs and 
Future Problem Solving 
(FPS) Champs! We want 
to recognize Brock Horne 
from May Valley Elemen-
tary. His score on the Arts 
& Humanities test places 
him 4th in Kentucky!”

Trimble commented 
on the success of oth-
er Floyd County teams 
saying, “We also want to 
congratulate Prestons-
burg Elementary on be-
ing Regional Runner-Up 
and placing 3rd in FPS 
and South Floyd Elemen-
tary on being Regional 
Runner-Up in FPS and 
the Hume Sportsmanship 
Award recipient. In addi-
tion, most of the students 
placing in the top fi ve in 
the content areas are 
Floyd County students.”

He said the district 

is proud of its students 
and thanked parents and 
coaches for supporting 
academic teams this sea-
son. 

The following stand-
ings for schools and in-
dividual students were 
released: 

Final Overall 
1. May Valley Elementary
2. Prestonsburg 
Elementary 
4. South Floyd 
Elementary 
6. Duff-Allen Central 
Elementary

Future Problem 
Solving

1. May Valley Elementary 
2. South Floyd 
Elementary 
4. Duff-Allen Central 
Elementary 
5. John M. Stumbo 
Elementary

Quick Recall 
1. May Valley Elementary 
3. Prestonsburg 
Elementary 
T-5. South Floyd 
Elementary 
T-5. John M. Stumbo 
Elementary

Math
2. Olivia McKinney, May 
Valley  
3. Alex Harris, 
Prestonsburg Elementary  
5. Brody Brown-Vickery, 
Prestonsburg Elementary 

Science 
1. Ally Hamilton, 
Prestonsburg Elementary  

2. Austin Elia, 
Prestonsburg Elementary 
3. Braxton Howard, May 
Valley Elementary
4. Slone Akers, May 
Valley Elementary 

Social studies 
2. Emery Bartrum, 
Duff-Allen Central Elem.
3. Alex Harris, 
Prestonsburg Elementary 

Language arts 
T-1. Ethan Walls, 
Prestonsburg Elementary  
T-1. Sara Springer, 
Prestonsburg Elementary  
3. Jada Wright, May 
Valley Elementary  
4. Carleigh Frazier, May 
Valley Elementary 

Arts and 
Humanit ies  

1. Brock Horne, May 
Valley Elementary 
2. Sara Springer, 
Prestonsburg Elementary  
4. Elijah Lit tle, South 
Floyd Elementary 
5. Lindsey Marshall, May 
Valley Elementary 

Composit ion
1. Colton Lafferty, May 
Valley Elementary  
2. Taylor Stumbo, South 
Floyd Elementary 
3. Paisley Akers, 
Prestonsburg Elementary  
5. Kailee McGuire, Duff 
Allen Central Elementary

Submitted photo

May Valley Elementary students earned the recognition as regional champions 

during a recent Governor’s Cup competition. The academic team placed fi rst in 

fi nal overall scoring, Quick Recall and Future Problem solving.

Prestons-

burg Ele-

mentary stu-

dents earned 

the run-

ner-up spot 

in a recent 

Governor’s 

Cup compe-

tition. The 

academic 

team placed 

second 

in overall 

standings 

and third in 

Quick Recall.

Submitted 

photo

Submitted photo

South Floyd Elementary students earned second 

place in Future Problem Solving during a recent Gov-

ernor’s Cup competition. The academic team also 

placed fourth overall and fi fth in Quick Recall.
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YOUR
AD

COULD
BE

HERE!

Call our
advertising
staff today

at (800) 539-
4054 for

more details.

TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

TO OUR READERS

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diatley and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

FOR SALE

NNNN EEEE EEEE DDDD
EEEE XXXX TTTT RRRR AAAA
CCCCAAAASSSSHHHH???? Run
a 
Classified Ad. 
They Work!
C a l l
( 8 0 0 ) 5 3 9 -
4054 Today!

APARTMENTS-

UNFURNISHED

2222BBBBRRRR    AAAAPPPPAAAARRRRTTTT----
MMMMEEEENNNNTTTT    FFFFOOOORRRR rent 
in Prestonsburg. 
No pets. No HUD. 
Call 205-9510.

2222BBBBRRRR    DDDDUUUUPPPPLLLLEEEEXXXX,,,,    
CCCC EEEE NNNN TTTT RRRR AAAA LLLL
heat/air, total 
electric. Close to 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
Call 606-886-9007 
or 606-889-9747.

3333    BBBBEEEEDDDDRRRROOOOOOOOMMMM    2222
1/2 bath available 
for rent. $950.00 
per month. In-
cludes stove, re-
frigerator and 
d i s h w a s h e r .
Wa s h e r / D r y e r  
hookup is availa-
ble. Call 606-432-
4653 or 606-794-
1463.

HOUSES FOR RENT

3333BBBBRRRR,,,,    1111BBBBAAAA
HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE ffffoooorrrr    rrrreeeennnntttt....
Carport, large 
yard. Located be-
tween Prestons-
burg and Paints-
ville. Call 606-
886-9007 or 606-
889-9747.

MOBILE HOMES FOR

RENT

FFFFOOOORRRR    RRRREEEENNNNTTTT
3333BBBBDDDD////2222BBBBAAAA double 
wide with carport, 
Little Paint 
Creek, clean, new 
carpet, $675.00 
per month, depos-
it, lease, and ref-
erences required 
606-791-0503.

2222BBBBRRRR    TTTTRRRRAAAAIIIILLLLEEEERRRR    
FFFFOOOORRRR rent near 
Prestonsburg Ele-
mentary. Call af-
ter 5PM or leave 
message 606-886-
9931

3333    BBBB....RRRR,,,,    in New Al-
len, own lot, stor-
age BLD. two 
back doors, $500 
mth. plus $399 
dep. 874-2720.

OOOONNNNEEEE    3333BBBBRRRR    2222BBBBAAAA
SSSSIIIINNNNGGGGLLLLEEEE    WWWWIIIIDDDDEEEE    
MMMMOOOOBBBBIIIILLLLEEEE Home 
for rent at Auxier, 
$495mo. One 3BR 
2BA Doublewide 
for $595mo. Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906 to 
ask about applica-
tion and deposit.

Call me,
GGGGiiiinnnnaaaa    FFFFeeeerrrrgggguuuussssoooonnnn,,,,

for all your 
advertising needs 

in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 

Times
Enhance your 
selling power 

today!
(800)539-4054

HOUSES FOR SALE

2222    BBBBRRRR    HHHHOOOOUUUUSSSSEEEE for 
Sale on North 
Highland Ave. 
Metal roof, forced 
heating/cooling. 
Carport and large 
storage building. 
Call Glenna 
Owens at 606-
886-0372.

TOWNHOUSE/COND

O

2222BBBBRRRR    1111----1111////2222BBBBAAAA
CCCCOOOONNNNDDDDOOOO located 
on Lafferty Lane 
in Prestonsburg. 
Freshly painted. 
Hardwood floors. 
$725mo. $300dep. 
For more info call 
606-264-5906. 

LEGALS

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

TTTTOOOO    MMMMIIIINNNNEEEE
PPPPuuuurrrrssssuuuuaaaannnntttt    ttttoooo    

AAAApppppppplllliiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    NNNNoooo....    
888833336666----5555666611112222,,,,    

RRRReeeennnneeeewwwwaaaallll    ####3333
In accordance 
with KRS 
350.055, notice is 
hereby given that 
FM Energy, LLC, 
3420 CR 56, Au-
burn, IN 46706 
has applied for a 
renewal of a per-
mit for an existing 
underground coal 
mining operation 
located approxi-
mately 0.15 mile 
southwest of
E a s t -
ern in Floyd 
County.  The pro-
posed operation 
will disturb 5.87 
surface acres and 
will underlie 
200.84 under-
ground acres, and 
the total area 
within the permit 
boundary will be 
203.92 acres. 
The proposed op-
eration is approxi-
mately 0.50 miles 
southwest from 
KY Route 550’
junction with KY 
Route 80 and lo-
cated 0.10 miles 
northwest of the 

LEGALS

Right Fork of Bea-
ver Creek.  
The proposed op-
eration is located 
on the Martin 
U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 mi-
nute quadrangle 
maps.  The sur-
face area is owned 
by Fred and Moni-
ca Witmer.  The 
operation will un-
derlie land owned 
by Fred and Moni-
ca Witmer, Robert 
Martin & Joan S. 
Flannery, Willard 
Hicks Estate, 
Gregory Cooley 
Estate, Roger & 
Freda Tackett, 
Myrtle & Jobe 
Cooley, Ralph & 
Glenda Barnett, 
Floyd County 
Board of Educa-
tion, Forrest & 
Cindi Hughes, Al-
da Hazel Gibson 
and Ronald & De-
phina Reid.
The application 
has been filed for 
public inspection 
at the Depart-
ment for Surface 
Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforce-
ment’s Prestons-
burg Regional Of-
fice, 3140 South 
Lake Drive, Suite 
6, Prestonsburg, 
KY 41653.  Writ-
ten comments or 
objections must be 
filed with the Di-
rector, Depart-
ment for Natural 
Resources, Divi-
sion of Mine Per-
mits, 300 Sower 
B o u l e v a r d ,
F r a n k -
fort, Kentucky 
40601. 

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
AAAAVVVVAAAAIIIILLLLAAAABBBBIIIILLLLIIIITTTTYYYY

DDDDRRRRAAAAFFFFTTTT    
PPPPRRRROOOOGGGGRRRRAAAAMMMM----

MMMMAAAATTTTIIIICCCC EEEENNNNVVVVIIII----
RRRROOOONNNNMMMMEEEENNNNTTTTAAAALLLL
AAAASSSSSSSSEEEESSSSSSSSMMMMEEEENNNNTTTT
DDDDEEEEWWWWEEEEYYYY    LLLLAAAAKKKKEEEE    

MMMMAAAASSSSTTTTEEEERRRR    PPPPLLLLAAAANNNN    
PPPPRRRROOOOJJJJEEEECCCCTTTT

FFFFLLLLOOOOYYYYDDDD    AAAANNNNDDDD    
PPPPIIIIKKKKEEEE    CCCCOOOOUUUUNNNNTTTTYYYY,,,,    

KKKKEEEENNNNTTTTUUUUCCCCKKKKYYYY
The U.S. Army 

LEGALS

Corps of Engi-
neers, Huntington 
District, by this 
Notice of Availa-
bility (NOA), ad-
vises the public 
that the Draft 
P r o g r a m m a t i c  
Environmental  
A s s e s s m e n t  
(DPEA) for the 
Dewey Lake Mas-
ter Plan Project is
complete and 
available for pub-
lic review. The 
project is located 
in Floyd County 
and Pike County, 
Kentucky. A Find-
ing of No Signifi-
cant Impact 
(FONSI) is antici-
pated for the pro-
posed project. A
Draft FONSI is 
included with the 
DPEA for public 
review.
In compliance 
with the National 
Environmental  
Policy Act (NEPA) 
and 40 CFR 
1501.4, the DPEA
and draft FONSI 
must be available 
to the public in 
the affected area 
for thirty (30) 
days for review 
and comment.  Fi-
nal determination 
regarding the 
need for addition-
al NEPA docu-
mentation will be 
made after the 
public review pe-
riod, which begins 
on or about March 
3, 2018.  Copies of 
the documents 
may be viewed at 
the following loca-
tion:

Floyd County 
Public Library

161 N Arnold Ave
Prestonsburg, 

Kentucky
Phone: (606) 886-

2981
The documents 
may also be 
viewed at the fol-
lowing website:
http://www.lrh.us
ace.army.mil/Mis-
sions/PublicRe-
view.aspx. Copies 
of the DPEA and 
draft FONSI may 
be obtained by 
contacting the 

LEGALS

Huntington Dis-
trict Office of the 
Corps of Engi-
neers at (304) 
399-5924. Com-
ments pertaining 
to the documents 
may be submitted 
by letter to:

Ms. Rebecca 
Rutherford

Chief, 
Environmental 

Analysis Section, 
Planning Branch

Huntington 
District Corps of 

Engineers
502 Eighth Street

Huntington, 
West Virginia 
25701-2070

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

TTTTOOOO    MMMMIIIINNNNEEEE
PPPPuuuurrrrssssuuuuaaaannnntttt    ttttoooo    
AAAApppppppplllliiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    

NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr    
888833336666----0000444411117777,,,,    

AAAAmmmmeeeennnnddddmmmmeeeennnntttt    
NNNNoooo....    3333

In accordance 
with KRS 
350.070, notice is 
hereby given that 
MetElectric Ener-
gy LLC, 2533 Pas-
coli Place, Lexing-
ton, Kentucky 
40509 has applied 
for an amendment 
to an existing sur-
face and auger 
coal mining and 
reclamation oper-
ation located at 
Grethel in Floyd 
County, Ken-
tucky.  The 
amendment will 
add 53.31 acres of 
surface disturb-
ance, will delete 
0.88 acres of sur-
face disturbance 
and will underlie 
an additional 
46.82 acres of 
auger area mak-
ing a total area of 
737.20 within the 
amended permit 
boundary.
The proposed op-
eration is approxi-
mately 1.66 miles 
south from KY 
979's junction 
with KY 1426 and 
located on Big 
Mud Creek.

LEGALS

The proposed op-
eration is located 
on the Harold and 
McDowell USGS 7 
1/2 minute quad-
rangle maps.  The 
operation will use 
the contour and 
auger methods of 
surface mining. 
The surface area 
to be disturbed is 
owned by Eula H. 
Scott, Peggy A. 
Steele, Combs 
Brothers Invest-
ments Company, 
David Betscher, 
Franklin and Be-
linda McKinney, 
Curtis Marvin 
Tackett and Mar-
ie Tackett, Paul 
Conn, Zachary D. 
and Bonita D. 
Akers, Jake and 
Melvina N. Akers, 
J & N Land Com-
pany, Inc., Keith 
and Sharon New-
man, Dwayne and 
Julie Kidd, Ger-
ald, Cathy and 
Andy Newsome, 
Kevin Auton, Tom 
and Barbie Bow, 
Steve Conn, Alma 
Land Company, 
Timothy N. and 
Roma L. News-
ome, Curtis Mar-
vin and Marie 
Tackett, William 
Jr. and Josephine 
K. Newsome, 
Zachery D. and 
Bonita D. Akers, 
Paul Conn, and 
Carlos Akers. The 
operation will un-
derlie land owned 
by Eula H. Scott, 
Peggy A. Steele, 
Combs Brothers 
Investments Com-
pany, David 
Betscher, Curtis 
Marvin and Marie 
Tackett, Kevin 
Auton, Tom and 
Barbie Bow, Steve 
Conn, Alma Land 
Company, Timo-
thy N. and Roma 
L. Newsome, and 
Carlos Akers.
The application 
has been filed for 
public inspection 

LEGALS

at the Depart-
ment for Natural 
Resources' Pres-
tonsburg Regional 
Office, 3140 South 
Lake Drive, Suite 
6, Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky  41653. 
Written com-
ments, objections, 
or requests for a 
permit conference 
must be filed with 
the Director of the 
Division of Mine 
Permits, 300 Sow-
er Boulevard, 
Frankfort, Ken-
tucky 40601.
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Statewides

Adult

LOOKING FOR
LOVE or just a
friendly chat?

Connect with Latino
singles in your area.
18-Plus Call 1-866-

686-5936. Try it free.

MAKE ACONNEC-
TION. Real People,

Flirty Chat. Meet sin-
gles right now! Call

Livelinks. Try it
FREE. Call now. 1-

888-979-2264

TIRED OF THE
same old dating sites?

Meet real people in
your area and make a

new connection on
your terms! 18 plus
only. Call 1-855-850-

1741

Automotive

DONATE YOUR
CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HER-

ITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day

Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free

Towing, All
Paperwork Taken

Care Of. CALL 1-866-
713-1593

GOT AN OLDER
CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing.

Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call

1- 855-443-0865

DONATE YOUR
CAR FOR BREAST

CANCER! Help
United Breast Cancer

Foundation educa-
tion, prevention, &
support programs.
FAST FREE PICK-

UP - 24 HR
RESPONSE - TAX

DEDUCTION 1-877-
624-2030

Business Services

HughesNet Satellite
Internet FOR BUSI-
NESS. 25mbps for
just $69.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE

Off-Peak Data. Built-
in WiFi for wireless

devices. FREE
Standard

Installation. CALL 1-
855-893-3174

Cable/Utilities

DISH TV $59.99 For
190 Channels $14.95
High Speed Internet.

Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR

Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restric-

tions apply. Call 1-
855-633-4574

DIRECTV SELECT
PACKAGE! Over 150

Channels! ONLY
$35/month (for 12

mos.) Order Now! Get
a $200 AT&T Visa
Rewards Gift Card
(some restrictions

apply) CALL 1- 866-
292-5435

Cellular

GET AN IPHONE 8
OR SAMSUNG
GALAXY8 for

$34/month. Call
AT&T Wireless today
to learn how to get a

new phone. Call
while supplies last. 1-

866-478-8859

Farm Equipment

GOT LAND? Our
Hunters will Pay Top

$$$ To hunt your

land. Call for a FREE
info packet & Quote.

1-866-309-1507.
www.BaseCampLeasi

ng.com

Farm/Livestock

ADVERTISE your
JOB OPENING,

EVENT, ITEMS FOR
SALE, AUCTION,

etc. in this newspaper
plus 85 other news-

papers in KY for only
$250. Save time and

money by making one
call for all! For more
information, contact
the classified depart-
ment of this newspa-
per or call KPS at 1-
502-223-8821, email:
sparry@kypress.com

Financial Services

ARE YOU IN DEBT?
Get help now with a

30 minute Phone
debt analysis. M-F,

9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. ,
Sat. 10:00 a.m. to

2:00 p.m. All eastern
time. 1-877-616-2506

HAVE 10K IN
DEBT? National

Debt Relief is rated
A-Plus with the BBB.
You could be debt free
in 24-48 months. Call
1-877-934-0632 now

for a free debt evalua-
tion.

Grocery

ENJOY 100% GUAR-
ANTEED, delivered
to-the-door Omaha
Steaks!  SAVE 75%
PLUS get 4 more
Burgers & 4 more
Kielbasa FREE!

Order The Family
Gourmet Buffet -

ONLY $49.99.  Call 1-
855-995-4780 men-
tion code 51689NHJ
or visit www.oma-
hasteaks.com/din-

ner28

Health Services

**STOP STRUG-
GLING ON THE

STAIRS** Give your
life a lift with an

ACORN STAIRLIFT!
Call now for $250
OFF your stairlift

purchase and FREE
DVD & brochure! 1-

855-709-8829

VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! Cut your

drug costs! SAVE $$!
50 Pills for $99.00.
FREE Shipping!

100% Guaranteed
and Discreet. CALL

1-855-535-2511

SAFE STEP WALK-
IN TUB #1 Selling

Walk-in Tub in North
America. BBB

Accredited. Arthritis
Foundation

Commendation.
Therapeutic Jets.
MicroSoothe Air

Therapy System Less
than 4 Inch Step-In.
Wide Door. Anti-Slip

Floors. American
Made. Call 844-298-
6353 for up to $1500

Off.

Help Wanted - Truck
Drivers

HOME WEEKENDS!
$1,500 sign on bonus.
Regional flatbed. No
tarp freight. No hold-

back on pay.
Guarantee pay. Great

benefits. Call 800-
554-5661, ext. 331.

www.tlxtransport.jobs

CDL Aor B DRI-
VERS NEEDED to
transfer vehicles to
and from local body

plants & various cus-
tomer locations

throughout U.S.-No
forced dispatch- We

specialize in connect-
ing the dots and

reducing deadhead.
All fuel paid!! Safety
Incentives! Referral
bonuses!! Call 1-800-
501-3783 or apply at:

http://www.mamo-
transportation.com/dr
iveaway-jobs-trans-
port-drivers-wanted/

NEW STARTING
BASE PAY - .50 cpm
w/ option to make .60
cpm for Class ACDL

Flatbed Drivers,
Excellent Benefits,

Home Weekends, Call
800-648-9915 or

www.boydandsons.co
m

Home Improvement

ALL THINGS BASE-
MENTY! Basement
Systems Inc. Call us
for all of your base-

ment needs!
Waterproofing,

Finishing, Structural
Repairs, Humidity
and Mold Control

FREE ESTIMATES!
Call 1-844-708-5776

Home Services

CROSS COUNTRY
MOVING. $799 Long
Distance Movers. Get
Free quote on your

long distance move 1-
800-864-4508

CALL EMPIRE
TODAY® to schedule
a FREE in-home esti-

mate on Carpeting
and Flooring. Call

Today! 800-860-0392

FIRE DAMAGE can
be devastating! We'll
work with your insur-
ance company direct-

ly. Immediate 24/7
response for all

smoke/fire emergen-
cies. 1-800-490-4140.

DEALING WITH
WATER DAMAGE
requires immediate
action. Local profes-
sionals that respond

immediately.
Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call
today! 1-800-218-

7180

Insurance Services

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE. Call

Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company
for details. NOT just

a discount plan,
REAL coverage for

350 procedures. 844-
478-8530 or

http://www.dental50p
lus.com/26 Ad# 6118

Internet/Phone
Service

NEW AT&T INTER-
NET OFFER. $20
and $30/mo plans

available when you
bundle. 99% Reliable

100% Affordable.
HURRY, OFFER

ENDS SOON. New
Customers Only.

CALL NOW 1-877-
686-4720

SAVE ON INTER-
NET AND TV bun-
dles! Order the best
exclusive cable and

satellite deals in your
area! If eligible, get
up to $300 in Visa
Gift Cards. CALL
NOW! 1-844-751-

6092

EARTHLINK HIGH
SPEED INTERNET.

As Low As
$14.95/month (for the

first 3 months.)
Reliable High Speed

Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and

More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-866-930-8254

FRONTIER COM-
MUNICATIONS
Internet Bundles.

Serious Speed!
Serious Value!

Broadband Max -
$19.99/mo or

Broadband Ultra -
$67.97/mo. Both

include FREE WiFi
Router. Call for

Details! 1-855-766-
1835

HughesNet: Gen4
satellite internet is

ultra fast and secure.
Plans as low as
$39.99 in select

areas. Call 1-844-804-
1300 now to get a $50

Gift Card!

SPECTRUM TRIPLE
PLAY TV, Internet &
Voice for $29.99 ea.
60 MB per second

speed No contract or
commitment. We buy
your existing contract

up to $500! 1-844-
359-2853

Legal Services

LUNG CANCER? 60
or Older? If So, You

and Your Family may
Be Entitled To A
Significant Cash

Award. Call 866-943-
3958 To Learn More.
No Risk, No Money

Out of Pocket

UNABLE TO WORK
due to injury or ill-

ness? Call Bill
Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security

Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. 1-
888-965-8450!  Mail:

2420 N St NW,
Washington DC.

Office: Broward Co.
FL., Mbr. TX/NM

Bar. Local Attorneys
Nationwide.

Medical

DO YOU HAVE
CHRONIC knee or
back pain? If you

have insurance, you
may qualify for the

perfect brace at little
to no cost. Get yours

today! 1-800-871-
1312.

MEDICARE doesn't
cover all of your med-

ical expenses. A
Medicare

Supplemental Plan
can help cover costs
that Medicare does

not. Get a free quote
today by calling now.
Hours: 24/7. 1-800-

523-5571

STOP OVERPAYING
for your prescrip-

tions! SAVE! Call our
licensed Canadian
and International

pharmacy, compare
prices and get $25.00
OFF your first pre-
scription! CALL 1-

888-989-5498 Promo
Code CDC201725
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Season recap: Prestonsburg

Blackcats Lady Blackcats 

March of the Bears: 
UPike heads back to Kansas City

BY RANDY WHI TE

REGIONAL SPORTS EDITOR

UPike is going back 
on its annual trip to Kan-
sas City.

The Bears will play 
Langston Thursday in 
the NAIA National Bas-
ketball Championship 
tournament.

UPike enters the 
tournament as one of 
the four No. 1 seeds. The 
Bears fi nished ranked 
No. 2 in the last NAIA 
Poll.

“I  think the great-
est part of fi nishing the 
season ranked No. 2 and 
earning a No. 1 seed is 
that it shows that we had 
a great regular season,” 
UPike coach Kelly Wells 
said. “We won 28 games 
and our regular season 
conference (title) by two 
games and that is unbe-
lievable for these guys 
to have accomplished. I t 
shows that they worked 
hard all season and we 
are happy, but it guaran-
tees us nothing.”

Langston enters the 
tournament with a 20-11 
record on the season.

“We are preparing 
to play fi ve games in 
fi ve days,” Wells said. 
“Langston is a tough 
challenge, though. We 
know they are going to 
be a tough matchup and 
have seven guys who 
can play with anybody in 
the country. We have to 
show up ready to play. 

One game at a time. We 
know we can’t overlook 
anybody or look ahead, 
so we are focused on 
Langston right now and 
are get ting ready for 
next Thursday.

The Bears will take 
on Langston at 2:15 p.m. 
central time and 3:15 
p.m. local time. 

UPike made it to the 
Elite 8 in last season’s 
NAIA National Cham-
pionship tournament. 
Starters Jordan Perry, 
Darrion Leslie, Rze Cul-
breath and Chase Pars-
ley were all on last year’s 
team. 

“I  hope that carries 
over to this year,” Wells 
said. “We were one bas-
ket from advancing from 
the Elite 8 and into the 
Final Four last year. So 
through that, we hope 
these guys who played 
last year know the pro-
cess and understands 
the stage and environ-
ment. That disappoint-
ment of last year has 
helped drive us this year. 
I  think our loss in the 
conference tournament 
helped break up some 
complacency and gives 
us a sense of urgency.”

Defense has been 
the calling card for the 
Bears this season.

“A lot of our offense is 
created by our defense,” 
Wells said. “When you 
play strong defense, it 
leads to bet ter shots and Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Cory Vance

UPike’s Chase Parsley shoots a three over a Campbellsville defender during the Mid-South Conference Tour-

nament at the East Kentucky Expo Center. See BEARS, Page 13A

BY STEVE LEMASTER 
SPORTS WRITER 

PRESTONSBURG — 
After ending the month 
of December at 3-8, Pres-
tonsburg showed much 
improvement throughout 
the months of January 
and February, fi nishing 
runner-up to Floyd Central 
in the 58th District and 
reaching the 15th Region 
Boys’ Basketball Tourna-
ment. Prestonsburg used 
an impressive late rally to 
push Johnson Central in 

the opening round of the 
15th Region Tournament, 
but exited the 2017/2018 
season with a 14-19 re-
cord. 

Many Blackcat fans 
were pleased with Pres-
tonsburg’s performance 
in the second half of the 
season, as was fi rst-year 
head coach Brandon 
Gearheart. 

“In all my years 
around the game, I  have 
never been prouder of 
any team I ’ve been as-
sociated with,” Gearheart 

said. “I  also don’t think 
I ’ve ever had as much 
fun once we bought into 
what we wanted to do on 
and off the court. These 
guys were fearless. They 
played for each other and 
they played for our school 
and community. I t was 
a selfl ess bunch of kids 
who had everything and 
the kitchen sink thrown 
at them. New coaches, 
new style, new at titude. 
We had to make chang-
es to our team and dealt 

BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRITER 

PRESTONSBURG — 
In his fi rst season as 
head coach of the Pres-
tonsburg girls’ basketball 
team, Brandon Kidd guid-
ed the Lady Blackcats 
to 12 wins. Under the 
direction of Kidd, Pres-
tonsburg won six of its 
last nine regular-season 
games and exited the 
2017/2018 campaign with 
a 12-18 record. 

The Lady Blackcats 

are carrying momentum 
into the offseason de-
spite an opening round 
loss to Floyd Central in 
the 58th District Girls’ 
Basketball Tournament. 

“As a fi rst-year head 
coach, I  set out to ac-
complish four goals,” 
Kidd said. “One, grow as 
a coach. Two, create a 
positive and competitive 
culture. Three, make the 
program better than it 
was when I  got here; and 
four, turn this entire pro-
gram into one big family. 

When I  fi rst took over 
the job here at Prestons-
burg, I  knew the chal-
lenges that my staff and 
I  had ahead of us. I  said 
from day one that Rome 
wasn’t built in a day, and 
neither will this program. 
Trust the process. And 
from day one, each and 
every person around our 
program bought into this 
philosophy. From day 
one, our staff was out in 
the community and going 

See LADY, Page 13ASee BLACKCATS, Page 13A
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with injuries and suspen-
sion. I t wasn’t easy. Still, 
the heart of these kids 
was on display every time 
they took the court.”

Several players 
helped to lead Prestons-
burg. Senior Phil Cornet t 
ranked as the Blackcats’ 
leading scorer, averaging 
a team-high 12.4 points 
per game. Other key 
players for Prestonsburg 
included senior Drake 
Nunnery (8.8 ppg) and 
sophomores Adam Slone 
(8.8 ppg) and Graham 
Burchet t (8.1 ppg). 

According to Gear-
heart, Prestonsburg ac-
complished the three 
goals it had set at the 
start of the season. 

“Our goals to start 
the season were one, 
double our win total;  two, 
get in the district cham-
pionship game and get 
to the region tournament 
and three, play fast and 
run while having more 
fun than anybody should 
playing the game and be-
ing around each other,” 
Gearheart noted. “We 
checked all of those off, 
especially the fun part. 
Our seniors Drake Nun-
nery, Phil Cornet t, Dalton 
Trusty, and Chandler Nel-
son were such good lead-
ers. They are a special 
group of young men who 
I  enjoyed being around 
everyday. Chandler suf-
fered a season-ending 
injury and handled it with 
such grace. He helped 
us out so much on the 
bench as an assistant 
coach. Drake played out 
of position all season and 
never complained, he just 

competed hard every 
time out. Phil thought I  
was crazy at fi rst telling 
him that we shot fi rst and 
asked questions later at 
Prestonsburg but when 
he realized we were seri-
ous his game took off. He 
grew so much on and off 
the court this season. Dal-
ton bat tled all year inside, 
he had the most positive 
at titude and was our best 
free throw shooters on 
the team. I  could go on 
and on about them but I  
want everybody to know 
how proud I  was to coach 
them and that our school 
appreciates them. I  love 
them and we are in their 
corner for life.”

Gearheart is also 
quick to compliment his 
coaching staff, which 
is made up of assistant 
coaches John Meade and 
Justin Allen.

“John Meade and Jus-
tin Allen were tremendous 
in their roles as assistant 
coaches,” Gearheart con-
fi ded. “We have a staff 
that knows the game, 
can teach the game and 
that enjoys being around 
young men and molding 
them and helping them 
grow. Those guys de-
serve a ton of credit for 
our season. Our manag-
ers Nate Collins and Brad-
ley Goble were really im-
portant to our team. Our 
bookkeeper, clock people, 
public address announc-
er, we appreciate them 
all so much. Our adminis-
tration, staff and student 
body supported us all 
year. We are grateful.”

Gearheart and the 
Blackcats will return to 
work in the offseason. 
The Prestonsburg coach 
expects his team to show 
even more improvement 

in the 2018-19 season. 
“Next season, we will 

have a good nucleus of 
young, driven players,” 
Gearheart commented. 
“I ’m not kidding when I  
tell you they are ready 
to get working now for 
next season. They want 
to take the momentum 
we’ve got and keep it roll-
ing. I  had multiple guys 
coming up to me after 
the game in the locker 
room at the Expo saying 
‘Coach, whatever it takes, 
we are ready to do it.’ 
That bodes well for our 
future. We will play a ton 
of games this summer, 
lif t those weights, do the 
workouts, compete in the 
team camps, you name it. 
I ’m excited to also host a 
summer basketball camp 
for our community. Maybe 
even collaborate with our 
girls’ coach Brandon Kidd. 
Shoutout to the season 
the Lady Blackcats had.”

Gearheart guided the 
Prestonsburg Lady Black-
cats before becoming a 
boys’ high school basket-
ball head coach. 

“I ’m very proud to be 
a Blackcat and be a part 
of this community,” Gear-
heart said. “I  love our city 
and there is not a bet ter 
place to teach and coach 
the game I  love. I t gets 
said a lot by people and 
students, our school and 
community members, but 
‘loyal and true’ sums it 
up. I ’m going to enjoy the 
state tournament;  hope-
fully some of our guys can 
go down and see some of 
it and then we are going 
to start working hard to 
make next season a suc-
cess. We feel like we are 
just get ting started.”

to games each and every 
night. From middle school 
basketball to volleyball to 
soccer, we were out try-
ing to get girls interested 
in our program. We were 
blessed to pick up sever-
al key players from these 
sports that really helped 
us this season. I t was 
not easy on us as a staff 
because we were gone 
so much from our fam-
ilies but it was what we 
knew we needed to do 
to build this program the 
right way. On October 15, 
we started with six girls 
at practice and only four 
of those would fi nish the 
season with us. We end-
ed up having a total of 13 
players on our roster and 
six of those girls were 
middle schoolers. Our 
roster included seniors 
Maddy Rainey and Nicole 
Burchett;  junior Reesce 
Endicot t;  sophomores 
Alison Campbell, Grace 
Trusty and Haley Ratlif f;  
freshman Alivia Slone; 
eighth-graders Faith La-
zar and Gracie Simpson; 
and seventh-graders Ce-
lina Mullins, Maggie Nel-
son, Alexis Beatty and 
Lauren Howard.”

Junior Reesce En-
dicot t (17.9 points per 
game) and freshman 
Alivia Slone (16.8 ppg) 
were a tough tandem for 
the Lady Blackcats. Pres-
tonsburg’s at tack also 
featured sophomore Al-
ison Campbell (7.8 ppg), 
seniors Nicole Burchett 
(6.6 ppg, 8.6 rebounds 
per game) and Maddy 
Rainey (2.7 ppg, 8.8 rpg) 
and seventh-grader Celi-

na Mullins (4.6 ppg).
“We fi nished our sea-

son with a 12-18 record,” 
Kidd commented. “That 
might not seem like a 
good season to most, but 
coming off the adversity 
that this program had in 
the offseason of losing 
six to seven players to 
other schools I  feel that 
we accomplished a lot 
this season. I  have said 
this to anyone that will 
listen; the future is bright 
for our Prestonsburg 
Lady Blackcats and I  am 
so blessed to be their 
coach.We will be losing 
two seniors, Maddy Rain-
ey and Nicole Burchett. 
Maddy was the player 
from day one that I  knew 
would help us turn this 
program back around. 
When everyone left she 
was the one that stayed 
and I  was so honored 
and blessed to be able 
to help this young lady 
grow as a player on and 
off the court. Nicole was 
a player that everyone 
respected and she gave 
it 100 percent no matter 
what the circumstance 
was. From playing hurt 
to playing sick she never 
complained and always 
gave it her best. These 
two amazing girls have 
changed my life forever. 
These girls will be tru-
ly missed here, but they 
know they will always 
have a home here and 
will always be a part of 
our Lady Blackcat family.
This offseason is going to 
be huge for us in taking 
not just that next step, 
but a big leap in our pro-
cess. We return 11 play-
ers from this year’s ros-
ter and I  am excited for 
next season. After our 

fi nal game I  told the girls 
we were going to take a 
month or so off, but hon-
estly I  spent one week 
off and I  have been back 
at it.”  

Kidd is working on 
his schedule for not only 
the summer, but the 
2018/2019 season.

“We have been 
scheduling for this sum-
mer and next season,” 
Kidd confi ded. “We are 
hoping to be able to raise 
the money to take the 
girls to an overnight sum-
mer camp this year. We 
plan to start back work-
ing in the weight room in 
April and back in the gym 
getting ready for sum-
mer ball in May. Never 
in a million years would I  
have seen myself coach-
ing girls’ basketball but 
these girls have made me 
not only a bet ter coach, 
but a bet ter person. In all 
of my years in coaching 
this has been my favorite 
year. Being able to come 
into this with the best 
coaching staff, which 
is made up of Brandon 
Thacker, Ammie Thacker, 
Rick Ward and Cathryn 
Calhoun, has made this 
year one that I  will never 
forget. I  can tell you that 
I  played just a small part 
in the transformation of 
this basketball program. 
My assistants, the play-
ers, and the parents are 
the ones that I  hope will 
get all the credit. I t makes 
my job easier when I  are 
surrounded by great peo-
ple. With that being said, 
I  love this program, the 
players, and my staff, 
and I  am so excited to 
see what the future holds 
for us going forward.”

LADY
Continued From Page 12A

BLACKCATS
Continued From Page 1B

easier shots. We haven’t 
had anybody who didn’t 
want to participate on 
the defensive side of the 
ball this season, were in 
years past, some guys 
just wanted to play of-
fense and not focus as 

much on defense.”
Versatility was some-

thing Wells thought his 
team would possess this 
season and it has shown 
true throughout the year.

“Yeah, we really tried 
to focus on bringing in 
guys with a versatility 
and developing team 
versatility,”  Wells said. 

“Last season, we weren’t 
the greatest shooting 
team in the world and 
we struggled to score 
the ball. This season, we 
have guys who can de-
fend and score and do so 
many different things. I  
think that refl ects on the 
court. I f you are scouting 
us, who do you focus on? 

You can focus in on stop-
ping one or two guys 
who are good scorers 
and try and game plan 
to take those guys away. 
We have six different 
guys who averaged dou-
ble fi gures. Who do you 
focus on? We don’t have 
one guy that we rely on. 
We have a lot of depth 

off of our bench.”
The Mid-South Con-

ference is sending six 
teams to the the NAIA 
National Championship 
tournament. 

“I ’ve said from the 
beginning that anybody 
who wins our conference 
has a legit chance to win 
the national champion-

ship,” Wells said. “There 
is a very good possibility 
of that any year. With six 
teams in the tournament 
and the other two very 
good teams, you’re ba-
sically playing a Top 25 
team every night. That 
refl ects by our confer-
ence sending six teams 
to the tournament.”

BEARS
Continued From Page 12A
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