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Floyd Chamber hosts ribbon 
cutting for Lou’s Place for Pets

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Sheena Maynard, center, cuts the ribbon at a ceremony held at Lou’s Place for Pets by the Floyd County 
Chamber of Commerce. Also pictured, left to right, are: Chamber members Jessica Jarrell of BB&T Bank 
and Misha Curnutte of the Big Sandy Area Development District, Chamber Director Winston Reid (back), 
Kathy King Allen of the Foundation for Appalachian Kentucky, Prestonsburg Mayor Les Stapleton, Sheena 
Maynard and the business’ namesake Lou, co-owner Kenneth Maynard (back), co-owner Robert Wright 
and Prestonsburg City Council Member Brittainy Branham.

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER 

The owners of 
Lou’s Place for Pets 
in Prestonsburg wel-
comed Floyd County 
Chamber of Com-
merce members last 
week by introducing 
them to a few of their 
furry friends.

On Jan. 11, Floyd 
County Chamber 
members who turned 
out for a ribbon cutting 
ceremony at the busi-
ness met “Sugey” the 
sugar glider, “Hedgy” 
the hedgehog, as well 
as a guinea pig, rab-
bits and other animals 
that Lou’s Place for 
Pets owners Sheena 
Maynard has rescued.

See PLACE, Page 7A

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Josh Little

Charles “Shag” Branham, left, was sworn into offi  ce Monday by 
Prestonsburg Mayor Les Stapleton. Branham joined the other 
members of the city council Monday, a board on which he pre-
viously served for two terms.
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Prestonsburg City Council Member Brittainy Bra-
nham meets “Sugey” the sugar glider during a rib-
bon cutting ceremony at Lou’s Place for Pets.

Branham joins 
Prestonsburg City Council

BY JOSH LITTLE 
STAFF WRITER

The Prestonsburg City 
Council welcomed its newest 
member, Charles “Shag” Bra-

nham, at its regularly-sched-
uled meeting Monday.

Branham, who served on 
the board previously from 

See COUNCIL, Page 2A

Wheelwright Fire 
Department still has 

structure damage
BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRITER

When it rains, it pours.
In addition to fi nding ways 

to fi x a problem that caused 
Wheelwright’s water source, 
an underground mine, to drain 
last month, city offi cials are also 
trying to fi gure out what to do 
about structure damage at the 
city fi re department.

That problem — caused by 
water that fl ows through a cul-
vert underneath the fi re depart-
ment —  was described as an 
emergency when Fire Chief Dan-
iel P. Gullett fi rst approached the 

city commission with it months 
ago, and, it isn’t getting any bet-
ter, according to statements he 
gave the commission on Jan. 10.

“On the station repairs, 
we have a huge hole in the 
wall and I’m also hearing 
additional sounds in the build-
ing. The shifting is not a pleas-
ant sound, so I’m getting 
concerned,” Gullett told the 
commission.

“So you’re concerned the 
whole fi re department is liable 
to just go in the creek?” Mayor 
Don Hall asked him.

Gullett told him the issue is 

See DAMAGE, Page 7A
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PMC honors Floyd 
responders

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Josh Little

Representatives from Pikeville Medical Center attended the Prestonsburg City 

Council meeting Monday to honor fi rst responders in the city who helped with 

a Jan. 3 wreck. Dale Morton, director of PMC’s emergency department, second 

from right, presented members of the Prestonsburg Fire Department, Trans Star 

Ambulance Service and the Air Evac Flight Team with certifi cates of gratitude. 

Morton said PMC believes that the fast action taken by the responders after an 

crash that happened in the city earlier this month saved the life of a Floyd County 

resident. Prestonsburg Fire Chief Mike Brown, Firefi ghter Tyler Sparks and Fire 

Capt. Darrell Sparks are pictured with Morton, Chief Nursing Offi  cer and Vice 

President of Patient Services Michelle Rainey and Trauma Nurse Practitioner 

Scott Suttles.

2002 to 2006, said he 
decided to apply because 
he likes the direction the 
city was moving in.

“I  thoroughly agree 
and believe in the group 
(of council members) 

that ’s here,” said Bran-
ham. 

He said one of the 
reasons he decided to 
join the council is to bring 
people back to the area.

“It ’s important to get 
a base for the youth to 
want to come home,” he 
said.

Branham replaces 

former council member 
Tim Cooley, who resigned 
from the council earlier 
this month, vciting health 
and fi nancial reasons.

The Prestonsburg 
City Council meets at 6 
p.m. on the third Mon-
day of each month in the 
city’s municipal building.

COUNCIL
Continued From Page 1A

Wintry white

Floyd Chronicle and Times photos by Mary Meadows

Winter weather made driving in Floyd County a bit sticky this week. The 

snow prompted closures of schools and the library, and the weather post-

poned the health department’s diabetes education class until Jan. 23.
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Prestonsburg City Hall 

closed Monday following 

gas leak

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Josh Little

The Prestonsburg Municipal Building, which houses the Prestonsburg City 

Hall, was temporarily shut down Monday due to a gas leak inside the build-

ing. Mayor Les Stapleton said the leak was not “explosive” nor “life-threat-

ening.” The building was evacuated and 911 calls were rerouted and service 

was not aff ected, Stapleton said. The building reopened Monday afternoon. 

Stapleton said a new part has been ordered to fi x a part of the HVAC system 

in the building where the leak was located.

Gearheart defends rate 
increase, touts boosted 

broadband access
BY BUDDY FORBES

APPALACHI AN NEWSPAPERS

PIKEVILLE — Gearheart Commu-
nications is defending its recent rate 
increase with company offi cials saying, 
during the most recent meeting of the 
Pike County Fiscal Court, that the com-
pany is looking out for its customers by 
altering its broadband speed to meet 
FCC regulations.

Deputy Judge-Executive Herbie 
Deskins said the judge-executive’s of-
fi ce has been receiving calls from Gear-
heart/ Inter Mountain Cable customers, 
complaining that the increase is too 
much. Deskins said he invited Gear-
heart offi cials to the meeting in order 
to explain that the Pike County Fiscal 
Court is not responsible for the rates 
set by the company and to fi nd out why 
the increase took place.

Gearheart Communications CFO 
James Campbell said the company is 
trying to provide bet ter service to its 
customers, which he said comes at a 
cost.

“What we did recently was kind of 
realign our rates on broadband,” said 
Campbell. “The FCC actually defi nes 
broadband — or high-speed Internet — 
as 10 megs down, one meg up.”

According to Campbell, Gearheart 
can provide Internet at a different 
speed if it chooses, but he said the FCC 
studies set a standard for what is truly 
considered “broadband.”

“The FCC puts out a benchmark 
study all across the United States with 
what rates are being charged in ur-
ban areas and rural areas and we are 
certainly within those guidelines,” said 
Campbell. “We pride ourselves on that, 
but it ’s hard to serve rural areas for a 
for-profi t company.”

Campbell said the company has a 
lot of expenses to provide service to 
its customers and they are working 
to make sure they can continue to do 
so. He said there were “approximate-
ly 5,000 customers system-wide” who 
were operating at a speed below the 
FCC’s specifi cations. He said the com-
pany made the decision to alter its 
speed and rates in order to continue to 
receive funding from the FCC.

“We took an opportunity to bring 
everybody up to the FCC defi nition of 

broadband Internet,” said Campbell. 
“A certain number of customers’ rates 
went up no more than $5; some went 
down $5. Some went up a lit tle more, 
some went up a lit tle less. But, the ma-
jority of the customers receive more 
broadband for less money.”

He said the majority of the custom-
ers should be happy, but the compa-
ny has been receiving complaints from 
customers who are now paying more 
and are not happy with the changes. 

“We’ve had a handful of complaints 
and we will handle those individuals, 
take care of those and make some ex-
ceptions,” Campbell said.

Deskins asked if a raise in rates 
would be used to bet ter serve the com-
pany’s customers. 

“We pride ourselves on our high-
speed Internet and the amount of fi ber 
we have already invested in the coun-
ty,” said Campbell. “I f your bill went up 
$25, hopefully you got a substantial 
amount more of broadband … I  don’t 
know the specifi cs, but hopefully that 
happened.”

Deskins asked if every customer 
who got a raise would receive bet ter 
Internet access.

“There’s 8,000 customers in Pike 
County and only 2,700 of those were 
part of this transition,” said Campbell. 
“So, we only touched 2,700 customers 
in Pike County.”

Deskins said he wanted to get the 
issue straightened out because of the 
recent issues with taxes.

“We’ve had quite a controversy on 
taxes that we had nothing to do with 
raising,” Deskins said. “And I  just want-
ed, for the people watching on TV now, 
that they know the Pike fi scal court had 
nothing to do with the raising of their 
(rates), even though we’re a franchi-
see.”

Campbell said he is willing to speak 
with any customers who have concerns.

“I  don’t want any customers to 
leave. But, at the same time, we have 
to have a certain amount of money to 
operate, just like the fi scal court does,” 
Campbell said.

Campbell said customers are wel-
come to call Gearheart Communica-
tions with any questions or concerns 
about their bills.

New website replaces 
Kentucky’s 511 traffic 

info line
BY TOM LATEK

KENTUCKY TODAY

Drivers calling 511 to 
check on traffi c and road 
conditions in Kentucky 
will fi nd the service no 
longer available.

The Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet re-
placed the old phone sys-
tem with a new website, 
www.goky.ky.gov, that 
spokesman Ryan Watts 
said has several benefi ts, 
such as eliminating the 
clunky over-the-phone 
menu system. 

Before, callers would 
go through a series of 
menu options to get in-
formation about a spe-
cifi c road in one of 120 
counties.

Other benefi ts in-
clude the ability to store 
data for research.

“This will help with 
future planning and high-
way safety purposes, 
such as high accident ar-
eas,” Watts said.

For drivers who like a 

mobile option, the state 
is also continuing their 
two-year partnership 
with Waze, a smartphone 
app that shares real-time 
information every two 
minutes. Transportation 
offi cials will be able to 
input construction and 
traffi c information direct-
ly to the app, and not 
have it disappear after a 
short time as do reports 
from the public.

Watts said calls to 
511 have dropped 40 

percent the past two 
years, prompting offi cials 
to consider an evaluation 
of the system’s effective-
ness. 

“This will allow us to 
save taxpayers $750,000 
per year while continuing 
to provide up-to-the-min-
ute information on traffi c 
and road conditions,” 
Watts said.

The change is now in 
effect. People who call 
511 will be directed to 
the new service.
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Bill seeks voter approval for 
taxing district members

BY MARY MEADOWS

STAFF WRI TER

A local legislator 
co-sponsored a bill last 
week that would allow 
voters to choose mem-
bers of taxing districts 
that are currently ap-
pointed by local govern-
ments and the governor. 

Representative Larry 
Brown, R-Prestonsburg, 
is among 11 Republicans 
and one Democrat who 
co-sponsored House Bill 
186, which was intro-
duced on Jan. 11 by Rep. 
Matt Castlen, R-Maceo. 

After reviewing the 
fi nal draft on Jan. 12, 
however, Brown said he 
has issues with some de-
tails of the bill and may 
request amendments or 
pull out his co-sponsor-
ship entirely.

Brown said he likes 
the bill because it would 
give voters a say-so 
in the appointment of 
members of boards that 
impose taxes, but there 
are details about the bill 

that he does not support 
at this time. 

“I ’ve had some con-
versations with the pri-
mary sponsor of the bill 
and agree with the bill 
in principle,” he said. 
“There are a couple of is-
sues I  have with some of 
the mechanics of it that if 
we can’t get worked out, 
I ’ll probably withdraw my 
name as a co-sponsor of 
the bill.”

He said the bill would 
continue through legis-
lative process even if he 
pulls out his co-sponsor-
ship, or he may contin-
ue to support the bill by 
adding amendments that 
address his concerns.

The bill would add a 
new section to KRS 65 to 
amend 35 state laws so 
that voters may choose 
members of taxing dis-
tricts that are currently 
appointed, and the list 
of those entities is quite 
long. Soil and water con-
servation district mem-
bers, which are included 
in the bill, are already on 

the ballot locally, but oth-
er special taxing districts 
are appointed by local 
government bodies and 
the governor, not voters.

The would change 
the way appointments 
are made for taxing dis-
tricts like volunteer fi re 
departments, rescue 
squad taxing districts, 
industrial taxing districts, 
sanitation taxing districts, 
tourism commissions, 
fl ood control districts, 
area planning commis-
sions, municipal college 
support districts, airport 
boards, regional commu-
nity service programs, 
watershed conservancy 
districts, drainage taxing 
districts and others.

In local counties, this 
bill would allow voters 
to choose members of 
boards of volunteer fi re 
departments and fi re 
protection districts, co-
operative extension dis-
tricts, library districts, 
health departments, 
tourism commissions and 
other agencies.  

If approved, the bill 
would become effective 
in 2020 and all candidates 
would be nonpartisan. 

Candidates seeking 
these seats would be re-
quired to obtain a nom-
inating petition with sig-
natures of voters in the 
territory served by the 
agency, and the bill adds 
members of these bodies 
to the list of elected offi -
cials who could be crim-
inally charged for willful 
neglect or malfeasance 
in offi ce. 

Brown is not the only 
person who has issues 
with some of the lan-
guage in the bill. 

Floyd County Clerk 
Chris Waugh, the pres-
ident of the Kentucky 
County Clerks Associa-
tion, is not supporting it 
at this time. 

“It would election 
nightmare, in my opin-
ion,” he said. 

He said adding more 
than 30 names to ballots 
would be more expen-
sive, but that is not what 
he’s most concerned 
about.

He said adding board 
members of special tax-
ing districts that serve 
residents county-wide, 
like the library or the 
health department, like-
ly won’t cause problems 
on Election Day, but add-
ing fi re protection dis-
trict members could slow 
down the election pro-

cess and cause problems 
at the polls.

He explained that 
the boundary lines for 
fi re protection districts 
do not match voting pre-
cincts, and if this bill is 
approved, election of-
fi cials and poll workers 
would have a “ tough 
time” trying to fi gure out 
who is permit ted to vote 
for which fi re protection 
district member.

“At this point, I  would 
not be for this bill be-
cause there are too 
many details that need 
to be worked out,” he 
said. “Fire districts, their 
boundary lines are not 
going to run with the 
precinct boundary lines, 
so we will have to have 
split precincts, and it will 
be a nightmare trying to 
keep up with that.” 

He believes the bill 
comes as fi re depart-
ments, which are man-
dated to impose taxes of 
only 10 cents per $100 of 
assessed value, seek ad-
ditional funding.

“There’s no doubt 
that their intentions are 
good with this,” he said. 
“I t ’s my understanding 
that they want to allow 
fi re departments to raise 
their rates ... They’re not 
willing to allow them to 
raise that rate without 
allowing people to hold 
them accountable at the 
polls.” 

He said he supports 

fi re departments, but he’s 
not willing to back the bill 
until he does more re-
search. He said the issue 
is “a lot more complicat-
ed than them just throw-
ing names on the ballot.” 

“I t would be a tre-
mendous headache to try 
to determine that (which 
voters live in which fi re 
protection districts),” 
he said. “At this point, I  
would have to see how 
we could work that out 
before I  could support 
it. I  think it ’s something 
that we would need to 
sit down and really talk 
about because it would 
defi nitely be a complicat-
ed thing, trying to deter-
mine who can and who 
can’t vote. I ’d just have 
to see how it is they’re 
planning to resolve some 
of those issues.”

Brown is also sup-
porting legislation this 
session that would move 
tax-supported fi re de-
partments earning less 
than $100,000 out of 
their designation as spe-
cial taxing districts and 
require them to report, 
instead, to the Kentucky 
Fire Commission, as well 
as a bill that would im-
pose tougher penalties 
of any person convicted 
of at tempted murder or 
murder of a peace offi cer 
or fi refi ghter.
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EDI TORI AL:
Wheelwright water fix may not be quick, 

may not be painless
One of the most vital ser-

vices which has been entrusted, 
in many cases locally, to govern-
mental and quasi-governmental 
bodies is the collection and dis-
tribution of water in our commu-
nities.

While private companies 
have sometimes managed lo-
cal water districts, the fi nal say 
on important matters has been 
given to government agencies, 
whether appointed or elected. 
And there’s a reason for that:  
There’s supposed to be a level 
of trust we can place in govern-
ment that ensures water sys-
tems are run the best possible 
way.

At the same time, there’s 
also the added buffer of, if elect-
ed offi cials are unable to take 
care of the water systems, then 
they can be voted out and re-
placed.

Wheelwright’s water sys-
tem is such an organization; the 
Wheelwright Utility Commission 
is appointed by the city’s gov-
ernment to oversee the opera-
tions of the water district. And 
they’ve had their work cut out 
for them recently. In Decem-
ber, a mine from which the city 
gets its water went dry, leaving 
the organization scrambling to 
provide water for the city’s res-
idents.

Deals have been worked out 
and water is fl owing, but the fu-
ture of the system is on shaky 
ground and there are warnings 
that the solutions could poten-
tially result in higher rates for 
the district ’s customers. 

And that’s where the rub-
ber meets the road, ultimate-
ly. In other districts, an ongo-
ing issue has been a lack of 
replacement of outdated and 
aging infrastructure, which ulti-
mately comes back to haunt the 
customers when things begin 
breaking down and water ser-
vice is interrupted. It ’s always 
been incredibly costly to install 
infrastructure in the mountain-

ous areas of Eastern Kentucky, 
and as diffi cult as it is to install, 
it ’s also diffi cult to repair and re-
place.

In Wheelwright, the fact 
that the community’s only 
source of water can dry up 
like this is a major cause for 
concern, and one on which 
offi cials have been working. 
However, offi cials said recent-
ly that a new water plant, for 
which ground was broken last 
year, is now estimated to cost 
double the funding the city has 
in place, and is even further 
endangered by the lack of a 
steady supply of water.

All of these things add up to 

some tough decisions pending 
for the people in Wheelright and 
for the utilities board. Whatever 
decisions are made, however, 
must be made with an eye to-
ward the future, and that can 
sometimes mean some pain, but 
it can also mean some progress.

We applaud Utilities Board 
Chairman Paul Hunt Thompson’s 
dedication to trying to fi nd a 
solution that doesn’t raise rates, 
and we hope he’s successful. 
However, if there is no other op-
tion, we hope that any increase 
can be as minimal as possible 
and reduce the impact on the 
ratepayers.

COLUMN:
Sen. Johnny Ray Turner: Senate week in review

BY JOHNNY RAY TURNER

29TH DI ST. SENATOR

Though we are just 
two weeks into the 2018 
Legislative Session, the 
state Senate has already 
passed some signifi cant 
legislation in a very bi-
partisan manner — which 
I  hope is promising to 
what lies ahead.

On Wednesday, Jan. 
10, the seventh day of 
this 60-day session, we 
passed the fi rst bill — a 
victim’s crime bill known 
as “Marsy’s Law.” I  am 
pleased to see it moving 
forward and hopeful it 
will retain the same mo-
mentum in the House of 
Representatives. I f it also 
passes out of that cham-
ber, you will get to vote 
in November to amend 
the Kentucky constitution 

to expand the rights of 
crime victims.

Why is this so import-
ant? Felony cases result-
ed in convictions 23,785 
times last year in Ken-
tucky alone. For each of 
those, there was at least 
one victim. Currently, 
those victims have only 
limited statutory rights 
and no constitution-
al rights. The accused 
has constitutional rights. 
SB 3 would give victims 
such constitutional rights 
as notice of all criminal 
court proceedings involv-
ing the accused, reason-
able protection from the 
accused, timely notice of 
the release or escape of 
the accused, consider-
ation of the safety of the 
victim and their family in 
set ting bail, and full res-
titution to be paid by the 

convicted.
SB 3 is part of a na-

tional movement to pass 
Marsy’s Laws, named for 
Marsy Nicholas who was 
stalked and killed in the 
1980s by her ex-boy-
friend in California. Only 
a week after Marsy was 
murdered, her brother 
and mother where con-
fronted by the accused 
murderer. The two had 
gone into a grocery store 
after visiting her daugh-
ter’s grave and the ac-
cused man was there. 
The family was unaware 
that he was out of jail on 
bail. Under Marsy’s Law, 
the family would have 
been informed of his re-
lease.

The fi rst bill in her 
name was passed in 
2008 in California.

Other legislation that 

passed this week includ-
ed Senate Bill 7, which 
would establish the Ken-
tucky Rare Disease Ad-
visory Council and Trust 
Fund. The trust fund, 
administered by the 
Cabinet for Health and 
Family Services, would 
fi nance the operation of 
the council and support 
rare disease research 
and treatment. The fund 
would not use state tax 
dollars, but rather would 
seek federal grants, do-
nations and money from 
private foundations to 
pay for outreach and 
research. The Governor 
would appoint the council 
members.

Legislation passed in 
the Senate this week has 
been sent to the House 
of Representatives for 
further action.

We will begin our 
third week with a joint 
session on Tuesday with 
the House of Represen-
tatives at which time the 
Governor will deliver his 
State of the Common-
wealth and Budget Ad-
dress. Based on the Gov-
ernor’s comments and 
articles released from 
his offi ce, I  anticipate his 
budget will be draconi-
an. He has said it will be 
sobering for many and 
those who have been 
exempt from cuts in the 
past will not be exempt in 
the next two years. For-
tunately, his plan will not 
be the only proposal. The 
House is also working on 
a budget, that once ap-
proved will come to the 
Senate. I f we do not pass 
the House’s budget, the 
Senate will send them 

one of our own. Usu-
ally the two chambers 
will then get together to 
work on a compromise 
that both can live with. 
I  believe my colleagues 
in the General Assembly 
and I  will be able to draft 
a budget that meets our 
needs without harming 
the services and pro-
grams our citizens rely 
on.

As we work toward a 
balanced budget and a 
pension plan that protects 
our public employees and 
schoolteachers and our 
retirees, I  encourage you 
to stay engaged. You can 
follow our work and keep 
updated on bills at our 
website, www.lrc.ky.gov.

As always, you can 
stay in contact with me 
by calling the Legislative 
Message Line at 1-800-
372-7181 or contact me 
personally at, johnnyray.
turner@LRC.KY.GOV. I  
always look forward to 
hearing from Kentuck-
ians with an interest in 
the work of the General 
Assembly.



General Fund and Road 
Fund receipts for Dec. 2017

SPECIAL TO THE

FLOYD CHRONICLE AND TIMES

The Offi ce of State Budget 
Director reported that Decem-
ber’s General Fund receipts 
were the highest on record 
as receipts totaled $1,140.1 
million. Revenue collections 
increased 11.2 percent com-
pared to December of last 
year, an increase of $114.8 mil-
lion. Receipts have increased 
3.1 percent for the fi rst six 
months of the fi scal year that 
ends June 30, 2018. Second 
quarter collections rose 3.2 
percent, which is slightly high-
er than the fi rst quarter total of 
2.9 percent.

The offi cial FY18 revenue 
forecast, which was offi cially 
revised by the Consensus Fore-
casting Group (CFG) on De-
cember 15, 2017, calls for 2.3 
percent revenue growth. Ac-
tual receipts of $5,400 million 
through the fi rst six months 
of the fi scal year are only $40 
million ahead of the CFG pro-

jection. Revenues will need to 
grow only 1.5 percent for the 
last six months of the fi scal 
year to meet the estimate.

Road Fund receipts for De-
cember totaled $113.2 million, 
a 1.5 percent increase from 
December 2016 levels.  Year-
to-date receipts have fallen 0.4 
percent. The offi cial revenue 
estimate calls for a 0.3 percent 
decline for the fi scal year and 
receipts can decline 0.2 per-
cent over the remainder of the 
fi scal year and still meet the 
estimate.

While State Budget Director 
John Chilton was pleased with 
the growth in General Fund 
receipts, he acknowledged 
some concern that there may 
be extra volatility to this year’s 
monthly receipts.

“The concern with a very 
large month of tax receipts is 
that what appears to be actu-
al growth could be merely an 
acceleration of revenue that 
would have been realized in 
later months of the fi scal year. 

Federal tax law changes in late 
December that limit the fed-
eral deductibility of state and 
local income and property tax 
payments in 2018 could have 
prompted some taxpayers to 
send estimated tax payments 
prior to the end of the calen-
dar year. The acceleration of 
those payments could have 
swelled the income tax coffers 
in December.  In another tax 
account, property tax revenue, 
which is typically volatile with-
in the year, rose 33.3 percent 
in December but is up only 
5.5% year-to-date. As noted, 
individual taxpayers may have 
accelerated property tax pay-
ments in response to the fed-
eral income tax changes. Over-
all, December’s strong growth 
is certainly encouraging and 
seems to be consistent with 
the recent estimates by the 
Consensus Forecasting Group, 
but the fi scal year is only half 
over,” according to Chilton.

Among the major accounts:
• Sales and use tax re-

ceipts rose 3.0 percent in De-
cember and have increased 2.7 
percent for the year.

• Corporation income tax 
receipts increased 18.9 per-
cent and are up 1.3 percent for 
the year.

I• ndividual income tax col-
lections rose 14.2 percent in 
December on the strength of 
withholding and estimated tax 
receipts.  Year-to-date collec-
tions in this account have in-
creased 3.6 percent.

• Property tax collections 
rose 33.3 percent and are up 
5.5 percent for the year.

• Cigarette tax receipts in-
creased 9.2 percent in Decem-
ber. For the fi rst six months of 
the year, collections have de-
creased 4.9 percent.

• Coal severance tax re-
ceipts decreased 18.9 percent 
in December and have fallen 
6.8 percent for the year.

Road Fund receipts rose 
1.5 percent, or $1.7 million, 
in December. Receipts for the 
month were $113.2 million 

compared to $111.5 last De-
cember. Receipts have declined 
0.4 percent through the fi rst 
six months of the year.  Second 
Quarter collections fell 0.3 per-
cent after falling 0.5 percent in 
the fi rst quarter. The CFG’s of-
fi cial Road Fund estimates call 
for a decrease in revenues of 
0.3 percent for the fi scal year. 
Based on year-to-date tax col-
lections, revenues can decline 
0.2 percent for the remainder 
of FY18 to meet the estimate. 

Among the Road Fund ac-
counts, motor fuels receipts 
fell 1.2 percent in December, 
and are down 0.5 percent for 
the fi rst six months. Motor ve-
hicle usage revenue rose 2.4 
percent in December but has 
decreased 1.3 percent year-
to-date. License and privilege 
receipts decreased 6.0 percent 
for the month but are up 0.6 
percent for the year.  

Additional information 
is available at, https://osbd.
ky.gov
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Lizzy Caudill
Lizzie Caudill, 88, of 

Topmost, died Saturday, 
Jan. 13, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Bucky Ray Collins
Bucky Ray Collins, 

59, of Prestonsburg, died 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Carter Funeral Home of 
Prestonsburg.

Violet Mae Hall
Violet Mae Hall, 71, of 

Beaver, died Sunday, Jan. 
14, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Rebecca Pearl 
(Pack) Hamilton
Rebecca Pearl (Pack) 

Hamilton, 75, of Drift, 
died Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Ralph Archer Leslie
Ralph Archer Leslie, 

88, of Prestonsburg, died 
Friday, Jan. 12, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Hall Funeral Home of 
Martin.

Ethel Little
Ethel Little, 86, of 

Weeksbury, died Thurs-
day, Jan. 11, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 

Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

 

Sandra Faye Slone 
Sandra Faye Slone, 

72, of Paintsville, died 
Sunday, Jan. 14, 2018, at 
the Paul B. Hall Medical 
Center, Paintsville.

She was born Octo-
ber 23, 1945, at McDow-
ell, a daughter of the late 
Helton and Virginia Cas-
sell Slone. 

She was a member 

of the Pine Grove Bap-
tist Church and a retired 
teacher of Floyd County 
Schools.

She is survived by 
three brothers, Ray Slone 
(Violet), Vernon Kelly 
Slone (Mary) and Ralph Al-
len Slone, all of McDowell; 
a sister of the heart, Lynn 
Slone; brother-in-law, 
Carlos Neeley; 10 niec-
es and nephews, Charles 
Neeley, Julian Slone, Re-
nee Frasure, Tish Sturgill, 
Jenny Lynn Slone, Tiffney 
Triplett, Beth Grim, Ralph 
Shannon Slone, Brent 
Helton Slone and Keisha 
Hicks; 13 great-nieces and 
great-nephews, Robert 
Slone, Dalton Price, Logan 
Triplett, Savanna Price, 
Emily Triplett, Aaliyah 
Frasure, Summer Slone, 
Breonna Slone, Reagan 
Slone, Caroline Slone, Jax-
on Sturgill, Paisley Slone 

and Ariel Hicks; and a spe-
cial neighbor and friend, 
Dora Norman.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by two sisters, 
Norma Jean Neeley and 
Madgalene Slone; and 
one great-nephew, Skylar 
Slone.

Funeral services will 
be held at 12 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 18, 2018, at the 
Hall Funeral Home Chap-
el, Martin, with Ted Shan-
non offi ciating. Burial will 
follow in the Slone Family 
Cemetery, Doty Creek, 
McDowell.

Visitation will be held 
all day Wednesday, at 
the funeral home, with 
church services begin-
ning each night at 7. Ar-
rangements are under 
the direction of the Hall 
Funeral Home of martin.

This is a paid obituary

Zellie Tackett
Zellie Tackett, 93, of 

Hi Hat, died Saturday, 
Jan. 13, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

Mary Louise Wilson
Mary Louise Wilson, 

68, of Lackey, died Mon-
day, Jan. 15, 2018.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.

James Luther Wright
James Luther Wright, 

72, of Prestonsburg, died 
Thursday, Jan. 11, 2018.

Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Nelson-Frazier Funeral 
Home of Martin.
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Gullett told him the issue 
is signifi cant. 

“We’re going to have 
to look at it and make 
a decision about it,” he 
said.

The city’s insurance 
company turned down 
Wheelwright’s claim on 
the problem, reporting 
that the movement of 
soil underneath the fi re 
department was not cov-
ered in the city’s policy. 
Hall complained about 

the policy at the meeting. 
“More than less, we 

don’t need that insur-
ance company,” Hall said. 
“If I’m paying it and you 
have an accident and 
they’re not going to pay 
it, then why would we 
pay them?”

City Attorney Tyler 
Green advised Hall to re-
view the insurance policy 
to make sure it includes 
coverage that the city 
needs before making 
that decision. Gullett said 
the insurance company 
has paid other claims for 

the city.
“Even with the policy, 

though, we still have the 
problem that they’re not 
covering what’s already 
done, so we’ve got to 
fi gure out what we can 
do to remedy that,” said 
Commissioner Sam Little, 
a fi re department volun-
teer.

“We’ll have to take 
steps ourselves to repair 
it. That’s all you can do,” 
Hall said. 

Gullett asked the 
commission to act quick-
ly and mentioned the 

need for additional heat 
in the building because 
of a hole and the lack of 
insulation.

“We do need to focus 
on trying to get that re-
paired soon,” he said. 

After the meeting, 
Gullett said he doesn’t 
believe the building is 
in “imminent” danger 
of collapsing, but said it 
could deteriorate if the 
cause of the problem 
isn’t fi xed. He said city 
offi cials should work to-
ward fi xing the cause of 
the problem instead of  

working to fi nd a tempo-
rary solution. 

“I’m still hearing un-
usual noises, but I don’t 
believe it’s in imminent 
danger of collapsing,” he 
said. “But if they don’t do 
some groundwork under-
neath there, it will even-
tually fail.” 

At the meeting, the 
commission approved 
the fi nancial report, 
showing it had $41,500 
at the beginning of De-
cember and disburse-
ments of $21,400, leav-
ing a balance of $24,546. 

It also showed the city 
had $149,500 in its pris-
on fund and $18,800 in 
its road aid fund.

Commissioners ap-
proved the payment of 
more than $15,000 in 
bills for November and 
$21,400 in bills for De-
cember, as well as $6,571 
for January bills that had 
been fi led.

They agreed, per Gul-
lett’s request, to spend 
$1,364 for fi re truck re-
pairs and holiday expens-
es and $350 for a police 
car computer.

DAMAGE
Continued From Page 1A

“These animals aren’t for 
adoption,” Maynard said. 
“They’re just kind of here 
because when kids come 
in I like to use them to 
educate them about tak-
ing care of animals.” 

After the ribbon cut-
ting, Maynard encour-
aged people who have 
children to bring them by 
to visit animals that are 
cared for there. She said 
she enjoys educating 
children about animals 
and the need to spay and 
neuter their pets.

“Sugey” and “Hedgy” 
are among numerous an-
imals that were rescued 
from abuse and neglect, 
including the businesses’ 
namesake Lou, a min-
iature pincher that pro-
motes the store’s mer-
chandise. 

Maynard, who has a 
long history of volunteer-
ing with animal rescue 
organizations, said sev-
eral people have come 
into the shop to surren-
der their animals since 
she her husband Ken-
neth and brother Rich-
ard Wright opened the 
business last July. She 
wants the public to know 

that Lou’s Place does not 
accept animal rescues. 
It offers pet boarding, 
grooming and supplies, 
including outfi ts suited 
for pets of all sizes.

Maynard worked for 
10 years at Little Cae-
sar’s in Prestonsburg and 
cashed in her savings to 
open Lou’s Place for Pets 
because of her love for 
animals. 

The sign on the door 
says, “Pets Welcome. 
Humans Tolerated.” 

She laughed about 
that sign, saying that 
she’s “honest to the 
core.” 

She said, howev-

er, that her “door is al-
ways open” to children 
and adults who want to 
meet the animals or learn 
about the services and 
products she provides at 
Lou’s Place. 

Maynard decided to 
join the Floyd County 
Chamber of Commerce 
because she wanted to 
be more involved in the 
community. 

“It was just an op-
portunity to get out in 
the community more,” 
she said. “Obviously, I 
give away coats and food 
and we sponsor stuff, but 
I wanted to get more in-
volved, fi nd out what the 

community needs. I’m 
from here, my husband’s 
from here, my brother is 
from here, and we just 
want this to be a better 
place, for it to grow.”

She didn’t know 
about the chamber 
when she opened her 
business last year and 
learned about opportuni-
ties available through the 
chamber when she spoke 
to chamber member Jes-
sica Jarrell of BB&T Bank 
recently.

“I decided that if I’m 
going to be a small busi-
ness, I need to help oth-
er small businesses,” she 
said. “We’ve got to stick 

together.” 
The business collect-

ed donations to provide 
Christmas gifts to 98 
children this year and 
hosts an ongoing dona-
tion drive to help people 
in need this winter.

Lou’s Place for Pets 
is open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on weekdays and 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturdays.

For more information, 
call, (606) 506-5068, or 
visit Lou’s Place for Pets 
on Facebook.

PLACE
Continued From Page 1A

Kentucky approved for groundbreaking Medicaid change
BY TOM LATEK

KENTUCKY TODAY

Kentucky’s Medicaid 
waiver application has 
been approved by the 
Trump administration, 
making it the fi rst state 
to require many of its 
Medicaid recipients to 
work to gain coverage.

Gov. Matt Bevin made 
the announcement that 
the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services 
gave the approval on 
Friday. The change will 
require adults between 
the ages of 19 and 64 to 
complete 80 hours per 
month of “community en-
gagement” to keep their 
coverage. That includes 
getting a job, going to 
school, taking a job train-
ing course or community 
service.

Those under tradi-
tional Medicaid — the 
aged, blind and disabled 
— will not see any chang-
es, but everyone else will.

Traditional Medicaid 
adults eligible prior to 
expansion will have no 

change in benefi ts, but 
will begin paying copays 
or premiums of $1-$15 
per month and, except 
for those who are the 
primary caretaker of a 
dependent, will have to 
participate in the “com-
munity engagement.

Medicaid expansion 
adults will have to pay 
premiums or a copay, 
community engagement 
will be required, and vi-
sual and dental coverage 
will be available through 
a My Rewards Account.   

Pregnant women 
and children covered by 
traditional Medicaid and 
KCHIP will not have pre-
miums or charges in ben-
efi ts and won’t have to 
participate in community 
engagement.

Medically frail adults 
and former foster youth 
up to age 26 will keep 
their benefi ts and have 
optional premiums to ac-
cess My Rewards, with 
no community engage-
ment requirement.

My Rewards Accounts 
provides incentives for 

members to improve 
their health through pre-
ventative services and 
health education, com-
munity engagement and 
improve job skills.

“This is an extraor-
dinary opportunity for 
us to chart a path that 
will produce the kind of 
results that are need-
ed,” Bevin said during a 
Capitol press conference. 
“Kentucky will be better 
for it, Kentucky will be 
healthier for it, Kentucky 
will be more economically 
vibrant because of it, and 
Kentucky will continue to 
lead the nation.”

Bevin administration 
offi cials say this would 
affect about 350,000 
Medicaid recipients, half 
of whom are already in-
volved in community 
engagement. Currently, 
Medicaid costs the state 
$11 billion per year, ac-
cording to the adminis-
tration, and this could 
save $24 billion over fi ve 
years.

Bevin said the pro-
gram, with its emphasis 

on work and community 
service, will encourage 
healthier living.

“There is dignity as-
sociated with earning 
the value of something 
that you receive,” Bevin 
said. “The vast majori-
ty of men and women, 
able-bodied men and 
women ... they want the 
dignity associated with 
being able to earn and 
have engagement.”

There have been 
reports that a lawsuit 
could be fi led against 
implementing Kentucky 
HEALTH and Bevin re-
sponded to that. 

“It’s conceivable,” he 
said. “There are a lot of 
lawsuits that fl y around 
this town and this coun-
try. People certainly have 
that right. We’ll see.”

Bevin described the 
program glowingly. 

“Good for the indi-
vidual, it is good for the 
community, it is good for 
the workforce, it is good 
for the economy, it’s 
good for Kentucky and 
it’s good for America,” he 

said.
He also told report-

ers that two other states 
have applied to do the 
same thing Kentucky is 
doing.

Reaction to the pro-
gram has been mixed. 
Democrats, such as 
House Minority Leader 
Rocky Adkins, D-Sandy 
Hook, are opposed to it.

“Gov. Steve Beshear’s 
decision to expand Med-
icaid was a game-chang-
er for Kentucky that has 
saved lives, improved 
our collective health and 
pumped billions of dol-
lars into our economy,” 
he said. “The waiver ap-
proved today puts those 
gains at risk, ultimately 
removes needed health-
care for up to 100,000 
Kentuckians and will al-
most certainly cost us 
more in the long run be-
cause of the added bu-
reaucracy.” 

Adkins said lawmak-
ers need to hash out the 
program for its validity.

“The General As-
sembly needs to take a 

very close look at these 
changes and then decide 
if this is really the most 
productive course of ac-
tion for the state to take 
for its citizens,” he said.   

Republicans, such as 
House Speaker Pro Tem 
David Osborne, R-Pros-
pect, expressed support.

“Medicaid expansion 
in Kentucky has not met 
our goals for improved 
health,” said Osborne. 
“Despite dedicated fund-
ing, we remain one of 
America’s most unhealthy 
states. Kentucky HEALTH 
is a course-change to 
realign our focus on the 
healthcare decision-mak-
ing process, with result-
ing healthcare benefi ts. 
I’m excited about the 
possibilities presented by 
this fresh approach.”

Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell 
supported the changes, 
calling it “common-sense 
steps to engage patients, 
improve health, and re-
duce the burden on Ken-
tucky taxpayers.”

LRC: Marsy’s Laws moving forward
SPECIAL TO THE

FLOYD CHRONICLE AND TIMES

The General Assembly’s 
2018 session passed one of its 
early milestones last week as 
the fi rst bill to clear a chamber 
this year was approved by the 
Kentucky Senate on Wednes-
day.

The legislation, known as 
Senate Bill 3, brought back an 
issue lawmakers have consid-
ered before: Adding language 
to the state constitution that 
specifi es certain rights that 
should be afforded to crime 
victims. These rights would 
include notice of all criminal 
court proceedings involving the 
accused, reasonable protec-
tion from the accused, timely 
notice of the release or escape 
of the accused and the right to 
full restitution to be paid by the 
convicted.

If Senate Bill 3 is approved 
by lawmakers, then Kentucky 
voters would get to decide 
whether this change is made 
to the state constitution.

The legislation is part of 
a national movement to es-
tablish Marsy’s Laws, named 
in memory of Marsy Nicholas, 
who was killed in the 1980s by 
her ex-boyfriend in California.

Another top issue last 
week focused on the possi-
bility of moving the election 
of Kentucky’s governor and 
other statewide offi cers to 
even-numbered years. Sup-
porters say this would save 
the state money on election 
costs and increase voter turn-
out. A House Committee has 
approved House Bill 23 on this 
matter, while the full Senate 
has approved similar legisla-
tion, Senate Bill 4.

If either bill is approved by 

both chambers, a proposed 
constitutional amendment on 
the matter would be decided 
on by Kentucky voters.

Other bills that took steps 
forward this week include:

• Senate Bill 7, which would 
establish the Kentucky Rare 
Disease Advisory Council and 
Trust Fund to promote re-
search, treatment and educa-
tion on rare diseases. The bill 
was approved by the Senate 
on Thursday and sent to the 
House for consideration.

• House Bill 88, approved 
by the House State Govern-
ment Committee on Thursday, 
would allow unclaimed state 
property to be the only source 
of funding for operation of the 
Offi ce of the State Treasurer. 
The measure is aimed at giving 
some relief to the state bud-
get. The bill now goes to the 
full House for consideration.

• HB 84 would improve 
efforts to accommodate the 
wishes of people who want to 
be organ and tissue donors. 
The bill would require coroners 
and medical examiners to con-
tact the Kentucky Organ Donor 
Affi liates if a deceased per-
son’s body is suitable for organ 
or tissue donation. The bill was 
approved Wednesday by the 
House Licensing, Occupations 
& Administrative Regulations 
Committee and now goes to 
the House for consideration.

• Senate Bill 8 would pro-
vide civil immunity for damag-
ing a vehicle if a person enters 
the vehicle with the reason-
able, good-faith belief that a 
dog or cat is in immediate dan-
ger of death if not removed. 
The legislation passed out of 
the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee on Thursday and now 
heads to the full senate for 

consideration.
The Senate and House did 

not convene on Monday, Jan. 
15 in observance of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. holiday. Law-
makers returned to the Capitol 
on Tuesday. That same day the 
governor will give his State of 
the Commonwealth address 
in which he is expected to lay 
out details on his proposed 
budget. The biennial budget 
is a top priority this session 
and once the governor hands 
over his proposal, the House 
and Senate will begin making 
changes so that the fi nal bud-
get proposal refl ects their pri-
orities.

If you’d like to share feed-
back on issues under consid-
eration with state lawmakers, 
please call the General Assem-
bly’s toll-free message line at, 
1-800-372-7181.
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Kentucky Justice Cabinet awards $900,000 
for community supervision of youth

SPECI AL TO THE 
FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND TI MES

The Floyd County Juve-
nile Intervention and Services 
Program, 31st Judicial District 
Commit tee, received $150,000 
in grant money to help super-
vise youth in the community.

The Kentucky Justice and 
Public Safety Cabinet and the 
Department of Juvenile Justice 
last week announced $900,000 
in grants for local programs 
that help supervise youth in 
the community, allowing Ken-
tucky to focus secure facilit ies 
on the most serious offenders. 

The grants are part of a 
new juvenile justice incen-
tive fund that was established 
this year to support communi-
ty-based services, treatment 
programs or alternatives to 
out-of-home placement. I t was 
a key component in Senate Bill 
200, which called for more ef-
fective use of government re-

sources and bet ter use of com-
munity interventions to hold 
offenders accountable.

“We are seeing incredi-
ble progress with community 
supervision,” said Kentucky 
Justice Secretary John Tilley. 
“We are cut ting taxpayer cost 
while improving public safety. 
But most importantly, we are 
achieving bet ter outcomes for 
children by keeping them close 
to their families and holding 
them accountable closer to 
home.” 

Carey Cockerell, commis-
sioner for the Department of 
Juvenile Justice, said the com-
petition for funding was im-
pressive, demonstrating the 
success of Senate Bill 200 in 
driving community outreach. 

“With early intervention, 
we can prevent these kids from 
becoming adult offenders, but 
it takes a smart approach in-
volving both the family and 
the community,” Commissioner 

Cockerell said. “I ’m glad to see 
so many qualifi ed programs 
working with children to pro-
vide a bet ter future.” 

The fund is being admin-
istered through a partnership 
with the Administrative Offi ce 
of the Courts (AOC), which is 
acting as the fi scal agent for 
the grants. Judicial districts 
and community programs 
were eligible to receive up to 
200,000.

Programs this year include 
community intervention and 
prevention, evidence-based 
mentoring, wraparound ser-
vices, behavioral health, drug 
treatment and therapy. Ex-
perts from AOC will collect and 
report on data that judicial dis-
tricts are required to maintain 
under the incentive program.

Passed in 2014, SB 200 
sought to improve outcomes 
in the juvenile justice system 
by expanding access to timely, 
quality treatment and supervi-

sion in the community, focus-
ing the most intensive resourc-
es on serious offenders and 
enhancing data collection and 
oversight mechanisms to en-
sure the policies are working.

So far, it has reduced the 
department ’s total youth pop-
ulation by 60 percent since fall 
2013. New commitments fell 
from 493 in 2013 to 253 last 
year. 

That has allowed the de-
partment to realign operations 
over the past 18 months, re-
ducing dependence on se-
cure facilities and channeling 
more funds toward communi-
ty-based practices. Four facil-
ities have been closed or con-
solidated into the department ’s 
system during that time. 

Overall, the reforms have 
freed up $4 million to reinvest 
in community supervision, af-
tercare services, day treatment 
centers and the new incentive 
fund. 

Programs that received 
funding this year include:

•  The Early Intervention 
Pilot Program, Louisville Metro 
Criminal Justice Commission — 
$120,977 

•  The Youth Strong Initia-
tive, Oldham County Health 
Department — $179,731

•  The Floyd County Juve-
nile Intervention & Services 
Program, 31st Judicial District 
Commit tee — $150,000

•  The Pike County Juve-
nile Intervention & Services 
Program, 35th Judicial District 
Commit tee — $150,000

•  The Four Corners Pro-
gram, Knox & Laurel-Cum-
berland Behavioral Health — 
$161,325

•  On TRACK, Fulton County 
Schools — $83,608

•  SAFE, RiverValley Behav-
ioral Health — $54,359

Turner honors Cooley, Case
A FLOYD CHRONI CLE AND

TI MES STAFF REPORT

Senator Johnny Ray 
Turner, D-Prestonsburg, 
recently honored former 
Prestonsburg Cit y Coun-
cil member and Floyd 
County Emergency & 
Rescue Squad captain 
Tim  Cooley and World 
War I I  soldier Elba Case, 
who died decades ago, 
in the Kentucky Senate. 

On Jan. 10, Turn-
er fi led Senate Resolu-
t ion 87, honoring Cool-
ey upon his resignation 
from the cit y council 
and the rescue squad. 

The resolut ion says 
that “Cooley’s pride for 
his hometown and its 
people cannot be ade-
quately measured, and 

his contribut ions as both 
an elected offi cial and a 
public servant will not 
be forgot ten.” 

I t  commends Cooley 
“ for all he has accom-
plished on behalf of the 
people of Floyd County 
and Prestonsburg.” 

Turner also recently 
fi led Senate Joint Reso-
lut ion 50, which would 
rename a port ion of Rt. 
2030 in memory of Corp. 
Elba Case, who was 
born in 1925 in Honaker. 

Case served as a 
tank driver with the CC 
D 27th Armory Division, 
3rd Regime as part  of 
the army in both Nor-
mandy and northern 
France. He was “gravely 
injured”  during a bat t le 
in Germany in 1994, and 

received a Purple Heart 

and several other med-

als. 

That injury was so 

severe, the resolut ion 

states, that Case’s lef t 

arm was crippled and 

his stomach and intes-

t ines had to be replaced 

with the intest ines of a 

sheep.

He died in 1971 in 

the Veterans Adminis-

trat ion Hospital in Hun-

t ington, West Virginia, 

leaving behind his wife 

and other family mem-

bers. 

Once approved, a 

port ion of Rt. 2030 will 

be named the Elba Case 

WWI I  Purple Heart  Me-

morial Highway. 
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Wayland resident to hike Pacific 
Crest Trail beginning in March

BY JOSH LI TTLE 
STAFF WRI TER

One Floyd County man in-
tends to hike more than 2,600 
miles over the the course of 
a few months beginning in 
March.

Kevin Bellamy, of Wayal-
nd, will hike the Pacifi c Crest 
Trail, which spans from Mex-
ico to Canada and crosses 
through California, Oregon 
and Washington.

Bellamy said he began 
contemplating hiking the Pa-
cifi c Crest Trail af ter visit ing 
Colorado last year. He said 
that, since then, his urge to 
travel has grown exponential-
ly, leading him to the PCT.

“My goal is to start at the 
southern terminus located 
in the small town of Campo, 
California, then, I  will fi nish at 
the northern terminus (Wash-
ington/Canada),”  he said. 
“From the northern monu-
ment, you can either continue 
hiking onward eight miles to 
Manning Park Resort in Cana-
da or simply turn around and 
head back to Hart ’s Pass — 
the last road in the United 
States. I ’ve chosen not to en-
ter Canada, so I ’ll backtrack 
30 miles, which is a pain but 
it ’s not unusual either.” 

Bellamy said he has al-
ways enjoyed being outdoors 
and spending t ime exploring 
nature, which started with the 
trails near his Wayland home.

“My childhood was spent 
outdoors exploring near-

by creek banks for hidden 
treasure buried in the sand, 
taking evening strolls in 
the woods with my lit t le ol’ 
grandmother and roaming the 
dark hills behind my parents’ 
house searching for moun-
tain trolls,”  said Bellamy. “I ’m 
currently 35 years old and I  
st ill continue to explore those 
same hills.”

For him, nature is more 
than just nature, it ’s therapy.

“Spending t ime around 
trees and looking at trees 
reduces stress, lowers blood 
pressure and even improves 
your mood,”  he said. “When 
I ’m conquering a mountain or 
simply exploring hills in soli-
tude, I ’m at peace. Nature 
calms me. My mind becomes 
clean and tranquil.”

He mentioned that peo-
ple in this area are lucky to 
have the mountains so close 
to them — in their backyards 
in some cases — especially, if 
they enjoy spending t ime out-
doors. 

“These mountains and 
views are only minutes away 
from my house, yet provide 
unique and unforget table 
memories and moments,”  he 
said. “You don’t have to put 
yourself in debt traveling to 
all these highly-overrated 
destinations that constantly 
stay congested with tourists 
armed with tacky fanny packs 
and selfi e st icks. Sometimes, 
following a trail behind your Submitted photo

Kevin Bellamy is preparing to hike the more than 2,600-mile Pacifi c Crest Trail in March. Bellamy 

grew up hiking in the hills behind his Wayland home.See HIKE, Page 11A

‘Olivia’ visits Eastern library

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Josh Little

Children visiting the Eastern Branch of the Floyd County Library Friday were 

surprised by a visit from Olivia, the famous pig from the “Olivia” children’s 

books written by Ian Falconer. Five-year-old Joslin Crum, left, and her sev-

en-year-old sister Johnna pose with Olivia. Children had the opportunity to 

play dress up with Olivia before participating in a photoshoot.

Operation Christmas Care

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Mary Meadows

Floyd County Public Library Programming and Outreach Coordinator Randy Reno 

helps Johnson County resident Margaret Banks and her niece and nephew Kelsie 

and Noah Estep prepare gift boxes for soldiers during Operation Christmas Care 

on Dec. 7.  Banks said the family learned about the event through the library’s 

Facebook page and wanted to come. Her husband George also attended. “There 

are people that are not going to be home for the holidays. There are people out 

preserving our freedoms,” she said. Library Programming and Outreach Coor-

dinator Randy Reno, also pictured, said he will work with the National Guard 

Armory in Prestonsburg to mail the packages to the troops.
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own backyard can lead 
to awe-inspiring vistas.”

When he is not hik-
ing the trails behind 
his home, Bellamy said 
he spends a lot of t ime 
exploring the Jenny Wi-
ley State Resort Park in 
Prestonsburg.

In preparation for 
the PCT, Bellamy invest-
ed in a gym membership 
and runs laps around an 
abandoned coal camp 
baseball fi eld near his 
home, with his loaded 

backpack.
“While get t ing into 

physical shape is not 
important for a th-
ru-hike, carrying a pack 
for 10-25 miles, daily, is 
equally crucial,”  he said. 
“By doing laps with my 
pack, my body is slowly 
becoming accustomed 
to such a heavy load. “

Although Wayland, 
and Appalachia, is his 
home and although he 
loves exploring the Ap-
palachian mountains, 
Bellamy said he chose 
to travel 2,000 miles to 
the West Coast, to hike 
from Mexico to Cana-

da, because he wanted 
to try something new; 
something “dif ferent ” 
and “ fresh.”

“Saying farewell to 
Kentucky for fi ve con-
secutive months is going 
to be absolutely bon-
kers, but I ’ll embrace 
the array of challenges 
and changes, no mat ter 
how foreign or radical,” 
said Bellamy.

Bellamy encourages 
anyone interested in his 
journey to follow his In-
stagram account:  Kevi-
nonthetrail. He said he 
will post updates when 
possible.

HIKE
Continued From Page 10AKentucky Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation gives

Floyd County Chronicle and Times photo by Aaron K. Nelson

The Duff -Allen Central Elementary Archery Team is one of several programs 

in Floyd County’s schools, sustained in part thanks to donations like the one 

given in early December from the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Foundation.
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To submit sports news or comments, contact Regional Sports Editor Randy White or Steve LeMaster: Phone 606-886-8506  . e-mail sports@news-expressky.com

15th Region All ‘A’ Classic
Girls’ Roundup Boys’ Roundup

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Cory Vance

Prestonsburg’s Reesce Endicott drives to the basket for a shot Sunday afternoon 

against Paintsville in the 15th Region All “A” quarter fi nals. The Lady Blackcats 

fell to the Lady Tigers, 60-26. The Lady Blackcats were also in action Friday night 

during the play-in games where they defeated Phelps, 61-47.

BY RANDY WHI TE

REGI ONAL SPORTS EDI TOR

The girls’ 15th Region All “A” Classic 
took place at the Expo Monday after-
noon.

Pikeville took on Sheldon Clark and 
Shelby Valley took on Paintsville in the 
15th Region semifi nals.

Friday:
Pikeville 82,

Piarist 22

The Lady Panthers had no problem 
winning Friday night to advance to the 
15th Region All “A” Classic quarterfi nals.

Kaitlyn Keathley led the way for the 
Lady Panthers with a game-high 18 
points. Kelsey Jo Tackett followed with 
14. Grace Bartley, Leslie Stewart and 
Madison Thacker each scored eight. 
Alivia Gearheart added six and Alexia 
Wilkerson scored fi ve. Jaden Edmonds 
and Kirsten Cole-Williamson each 
scored four. Ella Lockhart scored three, 

See GIRLS, Page 2B

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Betsy Layne’s Megan Frazier attempts a shot under the basket Sunday afternoon 

against Sheldon Clark in the quater fi nals of the 15th Region All “A” Classic. The 

Lady Bobcats fell to the Lady Cardinals, 61-53.

BY RANDY WHI TE

REGI ONAL SPORTS EDI TOR

Betsy Layne knocked off Phelps 
54-48 and Paintsville cruised to a 79-
62 win over East Ridge in the opening 
games of the boys’ 15th Region All 
“A” Classic Monday evening.

Betsy Layne 54, 
Phelps 48

A big third quarter helped the 
Bobcats pick up a big 54-48 win over 
Phelps in the opening game of the 
15th Region All “A” Classic Monday 
evening at the East Kentucky Expo 
Center.

Betsy Layne held a 27-25 halftime 
lead over the Hornets. 

In the third quarter, Phelps’ Trey 
Francis scored the opening basket of 
the half to tie things up at 27-27.

Betsy Layne scored eight straight 
points to take a 35-27 lead. Grant Ors-
born scored to beat the third quarter 
buzzer and give the Bobcats a 39-29 
lead entering the fourth quarter of 
play. 

The Bobcats outscored Phelps 
13-4 in the third quarter.

Betsy Layne’s lead grew to 46-32 
after Orsborn scored with 5:48 left to 
play in the game.

The Hornets made a late charge, 
but it wasn’t enough as the Bobcats 
held on and advanced in the tourna-
ment.

Orsborn led the way for the Bob-
cats with a game-high 19 points, four 
rebounds, four assists and two steals. 
Morris Adkins added a double-double; 
he fi nished the game with 14 points 
and a game-high 14 rebounds. Zach 
Bentley just missed double fi gures 
scoring with nine points. Byron Ham-
mond added eight points and fi ve re-
bounds. Nathaniel Mims and Quintin 
Adkins each added two points for the 
Bobcats.

Francis led the way for the Hor-
nets with a team-high 17 points, six 
rebounds, three assists, two steals 
and a blocked shot. Keegan Bentley 
added 13 points, seven rebounds and 
four steals. Jason Casey also reached 

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Cory Vance

Betsy Layne’s Morris Adkins pulls up for a jump shot Monday night against 

Phelps during the 15th Region All “A” Classic.

See BOYS, Page 3B
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while Allison Adkins and 
Belle Thomas each add-
ed two. 

Pikeville outrebound-
ed Piarist 43-7. The Lady 
Panthers also faced the 
Lady Knights to turn the 
ball over 20 times.

Prestonsburg 61,
Phelps 47

Prestonsburg jumped 
out to a big 31-14 lead af-
ter the fi rst half against 
Phelps and the Lady 
Blackcats held the Lady 
Hornets off in the second 
half to advance in the 
15th Region All “A” Clas-
sic.

Reesce Endicot t and 
Alivia Slone led the way 
for Prestonsburg. Endi-
cot t scored a game-high 
21 points and grabbed 
10 rebounds to record a 
double-double in the win. 
Slone caught fi re from 
three and made four of 
her fi ve at tempts from 
downtown for the Lady 
Blackcats. Slone scored 
20 points to follow Endi-
cot t ’s lead. 

Nicole Burchett also 
had a good game for the 
Lady Blackcats. She also 
reached double fi gures 
scoring with 10 points 
and she added seven 
rebounds. Alison Camp-
bell just missed dou-
ble fi gures scoring with 
nine points. Faith Lazar 
rounded out the scoring 
with one.

Phelps’ Danielle Prat-
er had a big game to lead 
the Lady Hornets. Prater 

scored a team-high 20 
points in the loss. Brit-
tany McCoy added 10 
points for Phelps. Chloe 
Smith followed with 
eight points. Kacie Dot-
son added fi ve and Alys-
sa Sargent added three. 
Gabby McCoy added one 
point for Phelps.

Phelps only shot 29 
percent from the fi eld, 
while Prestonsburg 
knocked down 40 per-
cent of its shots. The 
Lady Blackcats outre-
bounded Phelps 42-29. 

Sunday: 
Sheldon Clark 61,

Betsy Layne 53
A big third quarter 

against Betsy Layne Sun-
day helped Sheldon Clark 
advance to the 15th Re-
gion semifi nals.

Sheldon Clark out-
scored Betsy Layne 16-0 
in the third and held on 
to pick up a 61-53 win 
over the Lady Bobcats at 
the East Kentucky Expo 
Center.

The game was tied at 
29-29 at the half. 

Betsy Layne didn’t 
score for the entire third 
quarter.

In that time, Sheldon 
Clark built up a 45-29 
lead. 

In the fourth quar-
ter, Betsy Layne stormed 
back and outscored Shel-
don Clark 24-16, but it 
wasn’t enough.

Paige Maynard led 
the way for the Lady 
Cardinals with a game-
high 27 points. Madison 
Thompson followed with 
18 and McKenzie Preston 

also reached double fi g-
ures with 12. Fallyne We-
fenstet te followed with 
three points and fi ve as-
sists. Kristen Isaac added 
one point in the win.

Megan Frazier had 
a double-double to lead 
Betsy Layne. Frazier fi n-
ished the game with 24 
points and 11 rebounds. 
Destiny Compton fol-
lowed with 15 points and 
eight rebounds. Caroline 
Ariaz also reached dou-
ble fi gures with 11. Lau-
ryn Watkins added two 
points and Katie Kidd 
added one.

Sheldon Clark forced 
Betsy Layne to turn the 
ball over 22 times. The 
Lady Cardinals shot 44 
percent from the fi eld, 
while the Lady Bobcats 
shot 41 percent from the 
fi eld.

Betsy Layne outre-
bounded Sheldon Clark 
35-19 in the loss.

Sheldon Clark (7-9) 
advanced to the 15th Re-
gion semifi nals with the 
win. The Lady Cardinals 
were scheduled to take 
on Pikeville Monday eve-
ning at the East Kentucky 
Expo Center.

Pikeville 62,
Jenkins 36

The Lady Panthers 
were too much for Jen-
kins Sunday in the 15th 
Region All “A” Classic. 

Jenkins stayed close 
in the fi rst half, but Pikev-
ille pulled away in the 
second to advance to 
the 15th Region All “A” 
Classic semifi nals against 
Sheldon Clark Monday af-

ternoon.
Pikeville held a 17-9 

lead at the end of the fi rst 
quarter. The Lady Pan-
thers’ lead grew to 29-16 
at the halftime break.

At the end of the third 
quarter Pikeville held a 
48-26 lead.

Kelsey Jo Tackett, 
Alivia Gearheart and Kait-
lyn Keathley each scored 
11 points to lead Pikev-
ille. Leslie Stewart added 
eight points and eight re-
bounds. Kirsten Cole-Wil-
liamson added six points. 
Jaden Edmonds and 
Grace Bartley each added 
four points. Emma Ratliff 
added three, while Alexia 
Wilkerson and Madison 
Thacker each scored two.

Lala Watts led the 
way for Jenkins with 12 
points, seven rebounds 
and seven blocked shots. 
Jerrica Thacker followed 
with 11 points and sev-
en rebounds; she made 
three of six three-point 
at tempts. Kristin Thack-
er followed with seven 
points and a game-high 
nine rebounds. Lindsey 
Rose added six points 
and four rebounds.

Pikeville forced Jen-
kins to turn the ball over 
28 times in the game. The 
Lady Panthers scored 31 
points off turnovers.

Pikeville (12-3) took 
on Sheldon Clark in the 
15th Region All “A” Clas-
sic Monday afternoon.

Paintsville 60,
Prestonsburg 26
The Lady Tigers got 

out in the open court and 
ran past Prestonsburg to 

a spot in the 15th Region 
All “A” Classic Sunday.

The Lady Tigers ad-
vanced to take on Shelby 
Valley in the 15th Region 
semifi nals yesterday af-
ternoon at the East Ken-
tucky Expo Center.

Paintsville jumped 
out to a 15-6 lead after 
the end of the fi st quarter 
and extended the lead to 
31-14 at halftime.

Anna Keeton led the 
way for the Lady Tigers 
with 14 points. Presley 
Chirico added 13 and 
Elizabeth Williams also 
reached double fi gures 
with 11. Sonia Williams 
added eight points and 
seven rebounds. Allison 
Hall scored six points. 
Aleiah Newsome added 
three points, while Kate-
lyn Fitch and Camilia Ruiu 
each scored two. Kaitlyn 
Newsome added one.

Paintsville held Pres-
tonsburg to 20 percent 
shooting from the fi eld. 
The Lady Tigers outre-
bounded Prestonsburg 
32-27.

Endicot t led the way 
for Prestonsburg with 
15 points. Campbell and 
Lazar each scored four. 
Burchett added two and 
Slone added one.

Shelby Valley 42,
East Ridge 33

59th District rivals 
Shelby Valley and East 
Ridge squared off in the 
All “A” Classic Sunday.

Shelby Valley’s de-
fense held tough as the 
Wildcats struggled shoot-
ing the ball.

East Ridge shot 42 

percent from the fi eld, 
while Shelby Valley only 
knocked down 26 per-
cent of its shots. 

The Lady Warriors 
commit ted 26 turnovers, 
though and that turned 
out to be the difference 
in the game.

Eighth-grader Cas-
sidy Rowe led the way 
for Shelby Valley with a 
team-high 15 points. Fel-
low eighth-grader Alyssa 
Elswick added 10 points 
for the Lady Wildcats. 
Cassidi Wright added 
seven points and three 
steals. Summer Rose 
had four points and four 
steals in the win. Kayla 
Newsom had four points 
and three steals. Kyleigh 
Tackett scored two 
points, grabbed four re-
bounds, blocked one shot 
and had fi ve steals.

The Lady Warriors 
outrebounded the Lady 
Wildcats 29-21.

Shelby Valley jumped 
out to a 13-6 lead at the 
end of the fi rst quarter. 
Shelby Valley held a 20-
12 lead at the halftime 
break.

East Ridge cut the 
lead to 29-23 at the end 
of the third quarter. The 
Lady Warriors cut the 
lead to within two in the 
fourth, but couldn’t get 
any closer.

Shelby Valley (13-
3) advanced to take on 
Paintsville in the 15th Re-
gion semifi nals yesterday 
afternoon.

Rodney Rowe record-
ed his 499th career win 
as a coach with the win 
over East Ridge.

GIRLS
Continued From Page 1B

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Cory Vance

Prestonsburg’s Annabelle Trusty attempts a shot Friday night against Phelps in 

the 15th Region All “A” Classic.

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Randy White

Betsy Layne’s Destiny Compton drives through traffi  c for a shot Sunday after-

noon against Sheldon Clark.

Prestons-

burg’s 

Alivia Slone 

brings the 

ball across 

midcourt 

Sunday 

afternoon 

against 

Phelps.

Floyd Chronicle and 

Times photo 

by Cory Vance

Betsy 

Layne’s 

Caroline 

Ariaz 

attempts 

a shot 

Sunday 

afternoon 

against 

Sheldon 

Clark.

Floyd Chronicle 

and Times photo

by Randy White
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BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRI TER

BETSY LAYNE - The 

Floyd Central Jaguars 

kept rolling in the 58th 

District  on Friday night, 

beating host Betsy Layne 

66-31 in a boys' bas-

ketball matchup at the 

Dome.

Upstart Floyd Central 

and Betsy Layne met in 

the fi rst game of a new 

58th District basketball 

rivalry.

With the win, Floyd 

Central improved to 10-6 

overall and 3-0 in the 

58th District.

Betsy Layne stum-

bled to 6-9 and 2-2 in the 

district with the loss. 

The Jaguars, under 

the direction of head 

coach Kevin Spurlock, 

moved ahead early and 

forced Betsy Layne to 

play from behind in each 

quarter. 

JR Tacket t led a bal-

anced Floyd Central scor-

ing effort with a team-

high 14 points.

Kyle Isaac ranked 

as Floyd Central's sec-

ond-leading scorer, net-

ting 12 points for the 

Jaguars in the convincing 

victory. 

Floyd Central fea-

tured three scorers in 

double fi gures as Brady 

Conn, fresh off scoring 

the 1,000th point of his 

high school basketball 

career, contributed 11 

points. 

Eighth-grader Rylee 

Samons narrowly missed 

reaching double fi gures 

for the Jaguars, scoring 

nine points. 

The other scorers for 

the Jaguars in the 58th 

District triumph were 

Jake Collins (fi ve points), 

Dylan Caudill (fi ve points), 

Kolby Slone (fi ve points), 

Ethan Smith-Mills (four 

points), Blake Johnson 

(four points) and Grant 

Blackburn (three points). 

Floyd Central was 

seven of 12 from the 

free-throw line. 

As part of a domi-

nant performance, visit-

ing Floyd Central owned 

a comfortable lead at the 

conclusion of each quar-

ter. 

Struggling offen-

sively, Betsy Layne shot 

only 28.9 percent (11 of 

38) from the fi eld. The 

Bobcats missed all 12 at-

tempts from three-point 

range.

Betsy Layne, playing 

on its home fl oor, shot 

just 39.1 percent (nine of 

23) from the free-throw 

line. 

Byron Hammond led 

Betsy Layne with a dou-

ble-double, scoring 17 

points and grabbing 10 

rebounds. Hammond 

was the only Betsy Layne 

player to reach double 

fi gures in the scoring col-

umn. The Betsy Layne 

bigman led all players 

in both scoring and re-

bounding. 

Quintin Adkins and 

Grant Orsborn contrib-

uted three points apiece 

as part of a limited Betsy 

Layne offensive at tack.

Morris Adkins (two 

points), Nathaniel Mims 

(two points), Jordan Fra-

zier (two points), Zach 

Bentley (one point) and 

Davey Bentley (one point) 

also chipped in offensive-

ly for the Bobcats.

Betsy Layne slipped 

back into the loss column 

following an emotional 

win over Prestonsburg 

on the road three nights 

earlier. The Bobcats lost 

for the fi f th time in six 

outings. 

Floyd Central is slated 

to host Betsy Layne in a 

home 58th District game 

on January 26.

Floyd Central splits double header with Betsy Layne

Jaguars knock off Bobcats, 66-31
BY STEVE LEMASTER

SPORTS WRI TER

BETSY LAYNE - Tra-
dition-rich Betsy Layne 
is a contender for an-
other 58th District girls' 
basketball championship. 
The Lady Bobcats, under 
the direction head coach 
Kristal Allen, a former 
standout player for Bet-
sy Layne, upset visiting 
Floyd Central 75-73 in 
overtime at the Dome on 
Friday night.

With the win, Betsy 
Layne improved to 6-9 
overall and 2-2 in the 
58th District. 

Floyd Central slipped 
to 10-6 overall and 2-1 in 
the district with the win. 

Determined Betsy 
Layne bat tled back to win 
after facing a 15-point 
defi cit. 

Betsy Layne shot 
38.1 percent (24 of 63) 
from the fi eld. The Lady 
Bobcats were two of six 
from from three-point 
range.

Betsy Layne shot 
51.2 percent (21 of 41) 
from the free-throw line. 

Floyd Central, which 
led 29-26 at halftime, 
couldn't hold off Betsy 
Layne late in regulation. 
The 58th District girls' 
basketball teams ended 
regulation tied 61-61. 

Betsy Layne and 
Floyd Central were even 
at 71-71 in overtime 
when Megan Frazier, one 

of the 15th Region's top 
girls' basketball players, 
drained a pair of free 
throws. 

Alexandria Jarvis 
pushed Betsy Layne's ad-
vantage out to fi ve points 
when she connected on 
two foul shots with only 
10.8 seconds remaining 
in overtime. 

Floyd Central's Brook 
Stumbo hit a three-point 
fi eld goal as time ticked 
off the clock in overtime 
to set the fi nal score as 
Betsy Layne hung on to 
win following the extra 
period.  

Frazier poured in a 
game-high 29 points to 
lead Betsy Layne. In ad-
dition to her game-high 
scoring total, Frazier 
pulled down eight re-
bounds for the Ladycats 
in the win. 

Destiny Compton de-
livered a double-double 
for Betsy Layne, scoring 
15 points and grabbing a 
game-high 13 rebounds.

Accompanying Fra-
zier and Compton in dou-
ble fi gures in the Betsy 
Layne scoring column, 
Caroline Ariaz added 12 
points, along with eight 
rebounds.

Narrowly missing 
double fi gures, Jarvis 
tossed in nine points for 
the Lady Bobcats in the 
thrilling victory. Jarvis, 
who gave Betsy Layne a 
lif t off the bench, grabbed 
fi ve rebounds. 

Katie Kidd (four 
points), Madilyn Meade 
(three points) and Lauryn 
Watkins (three points) 
rounded out the Betsy 
Layne individual scoring, 

Katie Moore paced 
Justin Triplet t-coached 
Floyd Central with a 
team-high 25 points. 
Moore led a trio of Floyd 
Central scorers in double 
fi gures. 

Accompanying Moore 
in double fi gures for Floyd 
Central, Stumbo scored 
21 points and Abby Mag-
gard added 11 points.

Kacie Poston (fi ve 
points), Grace Martin 
(fi ve points) and Kaylee 
Moore (four points) pro-
vided additional scoring 
for Floyd Central in the 
heartbreaking loss.

Floyd Central slipped 
back into the loss column 
after bat tling back to 
beat host Prestonsburg 
79-76 in a game at the 
Prestonsburg Fieldhouse 
on Saturday, Jan. 6. 

Betsy Layne claimed 
its second straight 58th 
District win. Earlier in the 
week, on Tuesday, Jan. 
9, Betsy Layne upend-
ed homestanding Pres-
tonsburg 62-55 in a 58th 
District girls' basketball 
game at the Prestons-
burg Fieldhouse. 

Betsy Layne is slat-
ed to visit Floyd Central 
for another 58th District 
girls' basketball game on 
January 26.

Lady Bobcats upset Lady Jaguars

double fi gures scoring with 10 points. 
Brandon Turmire added four points, 
while Kinser Dotson and Cameron Hat-
fi eld each scored two for the Hornets.

Paintsville 79,
East Ridge 62

Paintsville didn’t have any trouble 
advancing in the opening round of the 
15th Region All “A” Classic Monday 
evening. 

The Tigers used a huge third quar-
ter to cruise to a 79-62 win over the 
Warriors.

The Tigers held a 29-24 halftime 
dad over East Ridge.

Paintsville opened the third quar-
ter on an 18-2 run as the lead grew to 
46-26 with 4:17 left after Seth Williams 
scored a basket.

The Tigers outscored the Warriors 
27-13 in the third to blow the lead 
open. Paintsville held a 56-37 lead en-
tering the fourth quarter of play.

Mason Moore led the way for the 
Tigers with a game-high 25 points, six 
rebounds and four steals. Williams fol-
lowed with 15 points and two steals. 
Colby Fugate also reached double fi g-
ures scoring with 14. Nick Keeton add-
ed seven points and Braxton Tharp 
scored fi ve. Ryan Gibson had three, 
while Jaxton Watts, Ryle McKenzie, 
Rex Castle, James Allen and Ryan 
Moore each scored two points for the 
Tigers.

Dalton Wellman lit it up for East 
Ridge from deep. Wellman scored a 
team-high 21 points for the Warriors. 
All of his points came from three-point 
land as he made seven of his 11 at-
tempts from deep. Kane Taylor fol-
lowed with 17 points, fi ve rebounds, 
six assists and one steal. Cameron 
Hess just missed double fi gures with 
nine. Hunter Damron added six points 
and Jacob Chaffi ns had four. Dylan 
Prater added three and Logan Thacker 
had two.

Paintsville shot 54 percent from 
the fi eld, while East Ridge shot 51 per-
cent from the fi eld on the game. The 
Tigers forced the Warriors to turn the 
ball over 17 times. 

Paintsville outrebounded East 
Ridge 31-17.

BOYS
Continued From Page 1B

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Cory Vance

Betsy Layne’s Grant Orsborn launches a three Monday night 

against Phelps.

Floyd Chronicle and Times photo by Cory Vance

Betsy Layne’s Byron Hammond turns around for a jump 

shot Monday night against Phelps.
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TO OUR READERS

PPPPUUUUBBBBLLLLIIIISSSSHHHHEEEERRRR’’’’SSSS
NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE

All real estate ad-
vertising in this 
newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair 
Housing Act 
which makes it il-
legal to advertise 
“any preference, 
limitation or dis-
c r i m i n a t i o n
b a s e d
on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, handi-
cap, familial sta-
tus or national 
origin, or an in-
tention to make 
any such prefer-
ence, limitation 
or discrimina-
tion.” Familial in-
cludes children 
under the age of 
18 living with pa-
rents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant 
women and peo-
ple securing cus-
tody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper 
will not knowing-
ly accept any ad-
vertising for real 
estate which is in 
violation of the 
law. Our readers 
are hereby in-
formed that all 
dwellings adver-
tised in this 
newspaper are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. To com-
plain of discrimi-
nation, call HUD 

toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The 
toll-free number 
for the hearing 
impaired is 1-
800-927-9275.

PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCIIIIEEEESSSS
The Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times reserves 
the right to edit, 
properly classify, 
cancel or decline 
any ad. We will 
not knowingly ac-
cept advertising 
that discrimi-
nates on the basis 
of sex, age, reli-
gion, race,
n a t i o n -
al origin or physi-
cal disability.

PPPPLLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE    
CCCCHHHHEEEECCCCKKKK

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAADDDD
Please read your 
ad the first day it 
appears in the 
Floyd County 
Chronicle and 
Times. Report 
any errors imme-
diatley and we 
will gladly correct 
any errors pub-
lished. Credit will 
be issued for one 
(1) day only. Af-
ter the first day 
the ad can be cor-
rected for the re-
maining number 
of runs, but credit 
will not be issued 
for days ad ran 
incorrectly.

PPPPEEEERRRRSSSSOOOONNNNAAAALLLL
AAAADDDD    PPPPOOOOLLLLIIIICCCCYYYY

Ads will be print-
ed at publisher’s 
discretion. 
Publisher not re-
sponsible for re-
sults, parties re-
sponding to or 
placing ads.

APARTMENTS-

FURNISHED

1111    BBBBDDDDRRRRMMMM    FFFFUUUURRRR----
NNNNIIIISSSSHHHHEEEEDDDD apart-
ment, Utilities 
Extra, $300. De-
posit, $450. mo. 
Call 606-886-6208

APARTMENTS-

UNFURNISHED

1111BBBBRRRR    AAAAPPPPTTTT....    NNNNEEEEAAAARRRR
Prestonsburg. All 
utilities paid. 
Laundry facility 
on site.  $525mo. 
$200dep.  Call or 
Text 226-1805

MOBILE HOMES FOR

RENT

2222BBBBRRRR    2222BBBBAAAA MMMMOOOO----
BBBBIIIILLLLEEEE HHHHOOOOMMMMEEEE. 
Water, sewage 
trash paid. Near 
P r e s t o n s b u r g .  
$550mo $375dep. 
Call or text 886-
8072 or 339-4441

2222BBBBRRRR    TTTTRRRRAAAAIIIILLLLEEEERRRR    
FFFFOOOORRRR rent near 
Prestonsburg Ele-
mentary. Call af-
ter 5PM or leave 
message 606-886-
9931

MMMM OOOO BBBB IIII LLLL EEEE
HHHHOOOOMMMMEEEESSSS    FFFFOOOORRRR
RENT in Auxier, 
3BR 2-full baths. 
Also a 2BR.  Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906

TTTTWWWWOOOO    3333BBBBRRRR    MMMMOOOO----
BBBBIIIILLLLEEEE Homes for 
rent at Auxier, 
$550mo. Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906 to 
ask about applica-
tion and deposit.

2222BBBBRRRR    MMMMOOOOBBBBIIIILLLLEEEE    
HHHHOOOOMMMMEEEE for rent at 
Auxier. $495 
month. Call 
Meade Rentals 
606-264-5906 to 
ask about applica-
tion and deposit.

LEGALS

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    
OOOOFFFF    BBBBOOOONNNNDDDD
RRRREEEELLLLEEEEAAAASSSSEEEE

In accordance 
with KRS 
350.093, notice is 
hereby given that 
Bull Creek Coal 
Corporation, 750 
Town Mountain 
Road, KY, 41501, 
has applied for 
Phase I/II/III 
Bond Release on 
Increment 1, PPPPeeeerrrr----
mmmmiiiitttt    NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr    
888833336666----8888000022228888 that 
was last issued on 
April 24, 2017. 
The application 
covers an area of 
approx imate l y  
14.5 acres located 
0.5 miles south of 
Lancer in Floyd 
County.
The permit area is 
approximately 1.8 
miles north from 
KY 302’s junction 
with US 23 and 
located on Bull 
Creek.
The surety bond 
now in effect is on 
Increment No. 1 
for $75,000, 100 
percent of the 
original bond 
amount is includ-
ed in the applica-
tion for release.
Reclamation work 
performed in-
cludes:  backfill-
ing, grading, seed-
ing, fertilizing, 
and mulching 
completed in 
2017.
Written com-
ments, objections, 
and requests for a 
public hearing or 

LEGALS

informal confer-
ence must be filed 
with the Director, 
Division of Field 
Services, 300 
Sower Blvd., 
Frankfort, KY, 
40601, by March 
1, 2018.
A public hearing 
on the application 
has been sched-
uled March 2, 
2018 at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Depart-
ment for Surface 
Mining Reclama-
tion and Enforce-
ment's Pikeville 
Regional Office, 
121 Mays Branch 
Road, Pikeville, 
KY, 41501-9331. 
The hearing will 
be canceled if no 
request for a 
hearing or infor-
mal conference is 
received by March 
1, 2018.

NNNNOOOOTTTTIIIICCCCEEEE    OOOOFFFF    
IIIINNNNTTTTEEEENNNNTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

TTTTOOOO    MMMMIIIINNNNEEEE
PPPPuuuurrrrssssuuuuaaaannnntttt    ttttoooo    
AAAApppppppplllliiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn    

NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr    
888833336666----5555666611115555    MMMMAAAA3333

In accordance 
with KRS 
350.070, notice is 
hereby given that, 
Spurlock Mining, 
LLC., 3228 Sum-
mit Square Place, 
Suite 180, Lexing-
ton, Kentucky 
40509 has applied 
for a major revi-
sion for an exist-
ing underground 
coal mining and 
reclamation oper-
ation located 2.6 
miles southeast of 
East McDowell 
and is situated in 
Floyd County. 
This operation 
disturbs 2.22 sur-
face acres and un-
derlies 459.00 
acres making a to-
tal area of 461.22 
acres within the 
permit boundary. 
No new acreage is 
proposed under 
this major revi-
sion.
The operation is 
approximately 0.9 
miles east from 
the junction of KY 
1929 and CR 1140 
and located 0.0 
miles from Gap 
Fork.  
The operation is 
located on the 
McDowell U. S. G. 
S. 7 1/2 minute 
quadrangle map. 
The operation will 
use the under-
ground method of 
mining.  The sur-
face area to be 
disturbed is 
owned by Brenda 
J. Edington and 
Laurel Mountain 
Resources, LLC. 
The operation will 
underlie land 
owned by Henry 
Ross Keathley, Ri-
chard & Ryan 
Hamilton, Lina 
Howell Estate 
(Sally Smith, Cli-
mon & Lona Par-
sons, Susie Ho-
well, Edward Ho-
well, Clifford Ho-
well, David Ho-
well, and Molly 
Howell), Levi 
B l a n k e n s h i p ,  
Martin & Amar-
ine Collins, Bobby 
& Sharon Page, 
Laurel Mountain 
Resources, LLC, 
Iona & Henry 
Henderson, Sa-
muel Hamilton, 
Ricky & Margaret 
Robinson, Premi-
um Elkhorn Coal 
Corporation, Bur-
blene Henderson, 

LEGALS

John & Ida Mae 
Keathley, Levi & 
Melanie Blanken-
ship, and The Elk 
Horn Coal Com-
pany, LLC.
The purpose of 
this major revi-
sion is to address 
cotenant proper-
ties and to revise 
water monitoring 
points.
The application 
has been filed for 
public inspection 
at the Depart-
ment for Natural 
Resources' Pres-
tonsburg Regional 
Office, 3140 South 
Lake Drive, Suite 
6, Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky 41653. 
Written com-
ments, objections, 
or requests for a 
permit conference 
must be filed with 
the Director of the 
Division of Mine 
Permits, 300 Sow-
er Boulevard, 
Frankfort, Ken-
tucky 40601.
TTTThhhhiiiissss    iiiissss    tttthhhheeee    ffffiiiinnnnaaaallll    
aaaaddddvvvveeeerrrr tttt iiii sssseeeemmmmeeeennnntttt     
ooooffff    tttthhhhiiiissss    aaaapppppppplllliiiiccccaaaa----
ttttiiiioooonnnn;;;; all com-
ments, objections 
or requests for a 
permit conference 
must be received 
within (30) days 
of today’s date.
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